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INTRODUCTION. 



An history of recent transactions, must always be exe**^ 
cuted under many, and great disadvantages. 

In a time of war, many imporbqlkt occurrences are but* 
imperfectly known, till the trufjii is elicited by legal in- 
vestigation; and^ ^a additioti 1^ Jj^^i^ the feelings of men. 
are so ardent, that ao author caml^^ik^'expeeted to be wholly 
impartial, when recounting^ those events, in which himsell;' 
or bis friends, have aotcTd a conspicuous part. 

The publishers were, therefore, of opinion, that ut the • 
present time, the most useful History of the War, would 
be a faithful collection of Official i^tate Papers, and accounts 
of Military operations. Such a work cannot be taxed 
M^ith partiality ; aiid, it is presumed, will be perused with 
interest by' every American, who values his national 
rights, and whose bosom glows, at the recital of th6se deeds 
of valor, which have exalted the honor of his country. 

If in some instances. Commanding Officers have seemed 
to manifest a want of candour, it ought still to be remem- 
bered by the public, that they wrote in the beat of the oc- 
casion ; and, often, while agonizing under wounds receiv- 
ed from an e&asperattd enemy. Modern Histories of 
Campaigns, are not, to say the least, more candid, and are, 
surely, less entitled to apology. This collection of Docu- 
ments can never become a useless volume ; for, besides fur- 
nishing the best evidence ot fact to the inquisitive reader, 
and future historian, it is a ready manuel, by which every 
enquirer after truth, can at once adduce the best evidence 
on questions which affect the character of the American ' 
nation, relative to her military prowess* Our readers will 
feel satisfied, after ilSL perusal, that they |>ossess ail the 
Official informatibn, which can be obtained, relative to the 
military movements, and bravery and skill of our country- 
men in the field of battle. Perhaps, in some instances, the 
losses and sufferings of the armies of both nations, have not 
been fully ascertained ; so wide is the &eld,\lb»\.\!L\«i %o\!ai&* 
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IV INTllODUt'TION. 

what difficult to collect all the facts. On the water, where 
^e have bet-n peculiarly successful, the ofiici:)! accounts 
more lully and explicitly state Ihe loss, as well as the com* 
parative skill and bravery ot the conlendnij|r parties. 

In the list of public atid private vessels taken from the 
enemy during the war, we have not given the whoie num- 
ber of men and guns, on board of a large proportion ol the 
m^^rchant vessels, as it was never otficiaily slatted. In 
every instance oi' this kind, where we could not obtain cor- 
rect information, we have lefi the number blank. We are 
sorry to say it is wholly out of our power to accompany 
the list of prizes with a correct list of the vessels we ha\ e 
lost ; th(" enoiny r.ever having made a public statement of 
thetr prizes, we could not collect them from any authentic 
source. 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 

WASHINGTON CITY, Novembek 5, 1811. 

Fellow- Citizens of the Senate^ and of 

the House of Representatives. 

IN calling you together sooner than a separation from 
your homes would otherwise have been required, I yielded 
to considerations drawn from the posture of our foreign af- 
fairs ; and in fixing the present for the time of your meet- 
ing, regard was had to the probability of farther develope- 
ments oi the policy of the belligerent powers towards this 
country, which might the more unite the national councils^ 
in the measures to be pursued. 

At the close of the last session of Congress, it was hoped 
that the successive confirmations of the extinction of the 
French Decrees, so far as they violated our neutral com- 
merce, would have induced the government of Great-Bri- 
tain to repeal its Orders in Council ; and thereby author- 
ize a removal of the existing obstructions to her commerce 
with the United States. 

Instead of this reasonable step towards satisfaction and 
friendship between the two nations, the Orders were at a 
moment when least to have been expected, put into more 
\igorous execution ; and it was communicated through the 
British l^nvoy, just arrived, that whilst the revocation of 
the Edicts of France, as officially tnade known to theBintish 
government, was denied to have takcw \\\^ce \ W^^s ^vv 

2 



Jo HISTORY OP THE WAE. 

indispensable condition of the repeal of the British Orders, 
that commerce should be restored to a footin^% that would 
admit the productions and manufactures of Great- Britain, 
trhen owned by neutrals, into markets shut against them by 
her enemy j the United States being given to understand 
that, in the mean time, a continuance of .their non*impor- 
tation act would lead to measures of retaliation. 

At a later date, it has inde 'd appeared, that a comma* 
nication to the British g'dvemment, of fresh ev idence of the 
repeal of the French Decrees against our neutral trade, 
was followed by an intimation, that it bad been transmitted 
to the British Plenipotentiary here ; in order that it might 
receive full consideration in the depending discussions. 
This communication appears not to have l>een received j 
but the transmission of it hither, instead of founding on it 
an actual repeal ol' the Orders, or assurances that the re- 
peal would ensue, will not permit us to rely on aoy effect- 
ive change in the Brikbh cabinet. To be ready to meet 
with cordiality satisfactory proofs of such a change, and to 
proceed, in the mean time, in adapting our measures to the 
views which have been disclosed through that minister, will 
best consult our whole duty. 

In the unfriendly spirit of those disclosures, indemnity 
and redress for other wrongs have contniued to be withheld, 
and our coasts and the mouths of our harbors have n^mn 
witnessed scenes, not less derogatory to the dearest of our 
national rights, than vexatious to the regular course of our 
trade. 

Among the occurrences produced by the conduct of 
British ships of war hovering on our coasts, was an encoun- 
ter between one of thi-m and the American frigate com- 
manded by Captain Rogers, rendered unavoidable on the 

part of the latter^ by a fire commenced without cause by the 
ibrmer ; whose commander is therefore, alone chargeable 

r with the blood unfortunately shed in maintaining the honor 
of the American flag. The proceedings of a court of en- 
quiry, requested by Captain Rogers, are communicated ; 
together with the correspondence relating to the occurrence 
between the Secretary of Stale, and his Britannic majesty's 
Envoy. To these are added, the several correspondences 
which have passed on the subject of the British Orders in 

fbiwc//j and to both the correspondence relating to the 
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Fioridas, in which Congress will be made acquainted with 
the iiiterpositiou which the government of Great-Brdaia 
has thought proper to make against the proceedings of the 
United States. 

The justice, and fairness which have been evinced o^ 
the part or' the United States towards France^ both before 
and since the revocation of her Decrees, auUiorised an ex^ 
pectation that her government would have followed up that 
measure by alt such others as were due to our reasonable 
claims as well as dictated by its amicable professions. 
No proof, however, is yet given of an intention to repair 
the other wrongs done to the United Stales : and parlicu^ 
larly to restore the great amount of American property- 
seized and condemned under Fdicts, which, though not 
affecting our neutml relations, and therefore, not entering 
into questions between the United States and other belli- 
gerents, were nevertheless founded in such unjust princi- 
ples, that the reparation ought to have been prompt and 
ample. 

In addition to this, and other demands of strict right, on 
that nation, the United States have much reason to be 
dissatisfied with the rigorous and unexpected restrictions, to 
"which their trade with the French dominions has been sub- 
jected : and which, if not discontinued, will require at least 
corresponding restrictions on importations from France into 
the United States. 

On all those subjects our Minister Plenipotentiary, lately 
sent to Paris, has carried with him the necessary instruc- 
tions ; the result of which will be communicated to you, 
and by asceilaining the ulterior policy of the French gov- 
ernment towards the United States, will enable you to adapt 
to it that of the United States towards France. 

Our other foreign relations remain without unfavorable 
changes. With nussia they are on the best footing of friend- 
ship. The ports of Sweden have afforded proofs of friend- 
ly dispositions towards our commerce, in the councils of 
that nation also. And the information from our special 
Minister to Denmark, shews that the mission had been at- 
tended with valuable effects to our citizens, whose property 
had been so extensively violated and endangered by crui- 
sers under the Danish flag. 
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Under the ominous indications which commanded atten- 
tion, it became a duty, to exert the means committed to th6 
Executive Department, in providing' for the general securi- 
ty. The works of defence on our maritime frontier have 
accordingly been prosecuted, with an activity leaving little 
to be added for the completion of the most important ones ; 
and as particularly suited for co-operalion in emergencies, 
a portion of the Gun-Boats, have, in particular harbors, 
been ordered into use. The ships of war before in commis- 
sion, with the addition of a frigate, have been chiefly em- 
ployed, as a cruizing guard to the rights of our coast. And 
such a disposition has been made of our land forces, as was 
thought to promise the services most appropriate and impor- 
tant. In this disposition is included a force, consisting of 
regulars and militia, embodied in the Indiana Territory, and 
marched towards our North-Western frontier. — This meas- 
ure was made requisite by several murders and depreda-* 
tions committed by Indians ; but more especially by the 
menacing preparations and aspect of a combination of them 
on the. Wabash mider the influence and direction of a fa- 
natic of the Shawanese tribe. With these exceptions, the 
Indian tribes retain their peaceable dispositions towards us, 
and their usual pursuits. 

I must now add, that the period is arrived whic^h claims 
from the Legislative Guardians of the national rights a sys- 
tem of more ample provisions for maintaining them. Not- 
withstanding the scrupulous justice, the protracted mode- 
ration, and the multiplied efibrts on the part of the United 
Slates, to substitute for the accumulating dangers to the 
peace of the two countries, all the mutual advantages of 
re-established friendship and contidence ; we have seen that 
the British Cabinet perseveres not only in withholding a 
remedy for other wrongs so long and so loudly calling 
for it ; but in the execution brought home to the threshold 
of our territory, of measures which under existing circum- 
stances, have the character, as well as the effect of war on 
our lawful commerce. 

With this evidence of hostile inflexibility, in trampling 
CD rights which no independent nation can relinqnish, Con- 
gress will feel the duty of putting the United States into 
an armor, and an attitude, demanded by the crisis, ar.d 
correspoDdiDg with the national spirit and expectations. 
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I recoTnmend accordingly, that adequate provision be 
made for filling the ranks and prolonging the enlistments, 
of the regular troops : for an auxiliary force, to be engag- 
ed for a more limited term ; for the acceptance of volunteer 
corps, M^hose patriotic ardor may court a participation in 
urgent services ; for detachments, as they may be wanted, 
of other portions of the militia ; and for such a prepara- 
tion of the great bo(jiy, as vi^ill proportion its usefulness to 
its intrinsic capacities, ^ior can the occasion fail to re- 
mind you of the importance of those military Seminaries, 
\vhich, in every event, will form a valuable and frugal part 
of our military establishment. 

The manufacture of cannon and small arms has pro- 
ceeded with due success, and the stock and resources of all 
the necessary munitions are adequate to emergencies. It 
will not be inexpedient, however, for Congress to author* 
ize an enlargement of them. 

Your attention will of course be^drawn to such provi- 
sions, on the subject of our naval force; a$ may be required 
for the services to which it may be best adapted. I sub- 
mit to Congress the seasonableness also, of an authority to 
augment the stock of such materials, as are imperishable in 
their nature, or may not at once be attainable. 

In contemplating the scenes which distinguish this mo- 
mentous epoch, and estimating their claims to our attention, 
it is impossible to overlook those developing themselves 
among the great communities which occupy the southern 
portion of our own hemisphere, and extend into our neigh- 
borhood. An enlarged philanthropy, and an enlighten- 
ed forecast, concur in imposing on the National Councils 
an obligation to take a deep interest in their destinies : to 
cherish reciprocal sentiments of good will ; to regard the 
progress of events ; and not to be unprepared for whatever 
order of things may be ultimately established. 

Under another aspect of our situation, the early atten- 
tion of Congress will be due to the expediency of further 
guards against evasions and infractions of our commer- 
cial laws. The practice of smuggling, which is odious 
fevery where, and particularly criminal in free govern- 
ments, where the laws being made by all, for the good of all, 
a fraud is committed on every individual as well as on the 
state, attains its utmost guilt, when it bleuvVi^, \n\V\\ ^ ^wt- 
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suit of fgnomiDious gain, a treacherous subservieucy iu the 
transgressors^ to a foreign policy, adverse to that of their* 
own country, it is then that the virtuous indignation of 
the public should be enabled to manifest itself, through the 
regular animadversions of the most competent laws. 

To secure greater respect to oor mercantile flag, and to 
the honest interest which it covers, it is expedient also, that 
it be made punishable in our citzens, to accept licences 
from foreign governments, for a trade unlawfully interdict- 
ed by them to other American citizens ; or to trade under 
false colors or papers of any sort. 

A prohibition is equally called for, against the accept* 
ance, by our citizens of special licences, to be used in a 
trade with the United States ; and against the admission 
into particular ports of the United States, of vessela 
from foreign eountries, authorised to trade with particular 
ports on!y. 

Although other subjects will press more immediately on 
^ your deliberations, a portion of them cannot but be well be«- 
^ stowed, on the just and sound policy of securing to our 
inanufactures the success they have attained, and are still 
attaining, in some degree, under the impulse of causes not 
permanent ; and to our navigation, the fair extent of which 
it is at present abridged by the unequal regulations of for- 
eign governments. 

Besides the reasonableness of saving our manufacturers 
from sacrifices which a change of circumstances might 
bring on them, the national interest requres, that, with res* 
pect to such articles at least as belong to our defence, and 
our primary wants, we should not be left in unnecessary 
' dependence on external supplies. And whilst for-- 
eign governments adhere to the existing discriminations in 
their ports against our navigation, and an equality or les« 
ser discrimination is enjoyed by their navigation in our 
ports, the effect cannot be mistaken, because it has been 
seriously felt by our shipping interests ; and in proportion 
as this takes place, the advantages of an independent con- 
veyance of our products to foreign markets, and of a {^row- 
ing body of mariners, trained by their occupations for the 
service of their country in times of danger, must be dimin^ 
•ished. 



BI9TO&Y Ol* THX WAS. 16 

' ' The recdpte into the Treasury, during the year, ending 
on the thirtieth of September last, have exceeded thirteen 
millions and a half of dollars, and have enabled us to de* 
fray the current expenses, including the interest on th^ 
public debt, and to reimburse more than five millions of 
dollars of the principal, without recurring to the loan ao^ 
thorized by the act of the last session. The temporary 
loan obtained in the latter end of the year one thousand 
eight hundred , and ten, has also been reimbursed, and is 
net included in that amount. 

The decrease of revenue, arising from the situation of 
our commerce and the extraordinary expences which have 
and may become necessary, must be taken into view, in 
making commensurate provisions for the ensuing year. 
And I recommend to your consideration the propriety of 
ensuring a sufficiency of annual revenue, at least to defray 
the ordinary expences of government, and to pay the inter- 
est on the public debt, including that on new loans which 
mav be autnorized. 

I cannot close this communication without expressing my 
deep sense of the crisis in which you are assembled ; tny 
confidence in a wise and honorable result to your deliber- 
ations, and assurances of the faithful zeal with which my 
co*operating duties will be discharged ; invoking at the 
same time, the blessing of heaven on our beloved country, 
and on all the means, that may be employed in vindicating 
its rights, and advancing its welfare. 

(Signed) JAMES MADISON. 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 

BEF£&RE]> TO IN THE PRECKBINQ MESSAGE. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washinc^ton, July 3, 181 1. 
SIR — I have had the honor of stating to you verbally the 
system of defence towhich his majesty has been compelled 
to resort for the purpose of protecting the maritime rights 
and interests of his dominions against the new description of 
waif are that has-been adopted by his enemies. I have pre- 
sented to vou the grounds upon which his majesty finds 
himself stift obliged to continue that system, and I conceive 
that I shall best meet your wishes as expressed to me this 
morning, if in a mora formal shape I should lay before ^Qts. 
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the nhole extent of the question, as it appears to his maj<^s« 
iy's government to exist l)etween Great-Britaiu and Amer- 
ica. 

I beg leave to call your attention, sii*, to the principles on 
which his majesty's Orders in Council were on^inallyffouad- 
ed. The Decree of Berlin was directly and expressly an 
act of war, by whicrh France prohibited all nations from 
trade or intercourse viilh Great-Britain under peril of con- 
fiscation oi their ships and merchandize ; although France 
h^d not the means of imposing an actual blockade in any 
degree adequate to such a purpose. The immediate and 
professed object of this hostile Decree was the destruction 
of ail British commerce through means entirely unsanctioned 
by the law of nations, and unauthorised by any received 
doctrine of legitimate blockade. 

This violation of the established law of civilized nations 
in war, would have justified Great-Britain in retaliating 
upon the enemy by a simitar interdiction of all commerce 
"with France, and with such other countries as might co-op- 
erate with France in her system of commercial hostility 
against Great-Britain. 

The object of Great-Britain was not, however, the des- 
truction of trade, but its preservation und^r such regula- 
tions as might be]compatible with her own security, at the 
same time that she extended an indulgence to foreign com- 
merce, which strict princ!^)les would have entitled her to 
withhold. The retaliation of Great-Britain was not there- 
fore urged to the full extent of her right ; our prohibition 
of French trade was not absolute, but modified 3 and in re- 
turn for the absolute j/rohibition of all trade with Great- 
Britain, \^e prohibited not all commerce with France, but 
all such commerce wilh France as should not be carried on 
through Great-Britain: 

It was evident that this system must prove prejudicial to 
neutral nations ; this calamity was foreseen, and deeply re- 
gretted. Btit the injury to the neutral natioa arose from 
the aggression of Franco, which had compelled Great-Bri- 
tain in her own defence to resort to adequate retaliatory 
measures of war. The operation on the American Cvim- 
meroe of those precautions, which the conduct of France 
had rendered indispensable to our security, is therefore U> 
be ascribed to the unwarrantable aggression of France, and 
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not to those proceedings on the part of Great-Britain, whidi 
that aggression bad rendered necessary and just. 

The object of our system was merely to counteract an at* 
tempt to crush the British trade ; Great-Britain endeavor- 
ed to permit the continent to receive as large a portion of 
commerce as might be practicable, through Great-Britain ; 
and all her subsequent regulations, and every moditication 
of her system by new orders or modes of granting or with- 
holding licences, have been calculated for the purpose of 
encouraging the trade of neutrals through Great-Britain, 
whenever such encouragement might appear advantageous 
to the general interests of conoimerce, and consistent with 
the public safety of the nation. The justification of bis ma* 
jesty's Orders in Council, and the continuance of that de- 
fence, have always been rested upon the existence of the 
Decrees of Berlin and Milan, and on the perseverance of 
the enemy in the system of hostility, whicn has subverted 
the rights of neutral commerce on the continent ; and it has 
always been declared on the part of his majesty's govern- 
ment, that wheneyer France should have efiectually repeal- 
ed the Decrees of Berlin and Milan, and should have re- 
stored neutral commerce to the condition in which it stood 
previously to the promulgation of those Decrees, we should 
immediately repeal our Orders in Council. 

France has asserted that the Decree of Berlin xvas a 
measure of just retaliation on her part, occasioned by our 
previous aggression ; and the Fren(*h government has in* 
sisted that our system of blockade, as it existed previously 
to the Decree of Berlin, was a manifest violation of the re- 
ceived law of nations ; we must therefore, sir, refer to the 
articles of the Berlin Decree, to find the principles of our 
system of blockade, which France considers to be new, aud 
contrarv to the law of nations. 

By tne 4th and 8th articles it is stated as a justification 
of the French Decree, that Great-Britain * extends to unfor- 
tified towns and commercial ports, to harbors, and to the 
mouths of rivers, those rights of blockade, which by the rear- 
son and the usage of nations, are applicable only to fortified 
places ; and that the rights of blockade ought to be limiit- 
ed to fortresses really invested by a sufficient force. 

It is added in the same articles that Great-Bribiin * ha& 
declared places to be in a state of blockade, \>QSot^ viVvvcV 

8 
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she has not a single ship of war, and even places which the 
whole British force would be insufficient to blockade ; en- 
tire coasts, and a whole empire/ 

Neither the practice of Great -Britain, nor the law of na- 
tionsy has ever sanctioned the rule now laid down by 
France, that no place excepting furtress«'S in a complete 
state of investiture, can be deemed lawfully blockaded by 
sea. 

If snrh a rule were to be admitted, it would become 
nearly impracticable for Great-Britain to attempt the block- 
ade of any port of the continent, and our submission to this 
perversion of the law oi tiiitions, while it would destroy one 
of the principal advan(agf\s of our naval superiority, would 
sacrifice the common rights aiid interests of all maritime 
states. 

It was evident that the blockade of May, 1806, was the 
principal pretended justification of the Decree of Berlin, 
though neither tbe principles i>n which that blockade was 
founded, nor its practical operation, aflforded any color for 
the proceedings of France. 

In point of date, the blockade of May, 1800, preceded 
the Berlin Decree ; but it was a just and legal blockade 
according to the established law of nations, because it was 
intended to be maintained, and was actually maintained by 
an adequate force apj.omted to guard the whole coast de- 
scribed ill the nctification, and consequently to enforce the 
blockade. 

Great-Britain has never attempted to dispute, that in the 
oi*dinary course of the law of nations, no blockade can be 
justiiiable or vahd unless it be supported by an adequate 
force destined to maintain it, and to expose to ha-^ard all 
vessels attempting to evade its operation. The blockade 
of Miiy, 1800, was notified by Mr. Secretary Fox, on this 
clear principle^ nOr was that blockade announced until he 
had satisfied himself by a communication with his majesty^s 
Board of Admiralty, that the Admiralty possessed the 
neuns and wonid employ them, of watching the whole 
coast from Brest to tlie£l be, and of efi'ectually enforcint^ 
the blockade. 

The blockade of May, 1800, was therefore (according 

tothe doctrine maintained by Great- Brit a in) just and law- 

fat hi its orit^in, because it was supported by both in inlen ■ 
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tion and fact by an adequate naval force. This was the 
justification of that lilockacie, iintrl the period o( time when 
the Orders in Council were issued. 

The Orders in Council were founded on a distinct^ prin- 
ciple, that of defensive retaliation. France had declared 
a blockade of all the ports and coasts of Great- Britain, and 
her dependencies, without assignni^, or bein(^ able to assign^ 
any force to support that blockaiie. Such an act of the eo-i 
emy would have justified a deciaration of the blockade of 
the whole coast of Fraiicei even without the application of 
any particular force to that service. Snice the promulga- 
tion of the Orders in Council, the blockade of May, 1806, 
has been sustained and extended by the more compreheiv- 
sive system of defensive retaliation on which those regula- 
tions are founded. But if the Orders in Council should be 
abrogated, the blockade of May, i80t5, could not continue 
under our construction of the law of nations, unless that 
blockade should be maintained by a due application of a(i 
adequate naval force. 

America appears to concur with France in asserting thftt 
Great^Britain was the origuial aggressor in the attack on 
neutral rights, and has particularly objected to the blockade 
of May, 1806, as an obvious instance of that aggression on 
the part of Great^Britain. 

Although the doctrines of the Berlin Decree, respecting* 
the rights of blockade, are not directly asserted by tUe 
American government, Mr. Pinckney's correspondence 
"would appear to countenance the principles on which those 
doctrines are founded. The objection directly stated by 
America against the blockade oi' May^ 1806, rests on a 
supposition that no naval force which Great-Britain pos- 
sessed, or could have employed for such a purpose, could 
have rendered that blockade effectual, and that therefore it 
was necessarily irregular, and could not possibly be main- 
tained in confornnty to the law of nations. 

Reviewing the course of this statement, it will appear that 
the blockade of May, 1806, cannot be deemed contrary to 
the law of nations, either under the objections urged by the 
French, or under those declared or insinuated by the Amer- 
ican government, because that blockade was maintained 
by a sufficient naval force; that the Decree of Berlin was 
not therefore justified either under the y vele^A. ^\V^^%^^ \»»i. 
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France, or under those supported by America ; that the Or- 
ders in Council were founded on a just principle of defensive 
retaliation against the violation of the law ot' nations com- 
mitted bv France in the Decree of Berlin ; that the block- 
ade of May, 1806, is now included in the more extensive 
operation of the Orders in Council ; and lastly, that the Or* 
ders in Council will not be continued beyond the eftectuul 
duration of the hostile decrees of France, nor will the block- 
ade of May, 1806, continue after the repeal of the Orders 
in Council, unless his majesty's g-overnment shall think fit 
to sustain it by the special application of a sufficient naval 
force» This fact will not be suffered to remain in doubt, 
and if the repeal of the Orders in Council should take place, 
the intention of his majesty's government respecting the 
blockade of May, 1806» will be notified at the sametime» 

I need not recapitulate to yon the sentiments of his ma* 
jesty's government, so often repeated, on the subject of the 
French Minister's note to General Armstrong, dated the 6tl) 
of last August. The studied ambiguity of that note has 
since been amply exjplaioed by the conduct and language 
of the government of France, of which one of the most re- 
markable instances is to be found in the speech of the chief 
of the French government on the 17th6f last month to cer- 
tain deputies from the free cities of Hamburgli, Bremen, 
and Lubeck, wherein he declares that the Berlin and 
Milan Decrees shall be the public code of France as long 
as £ngland maintains her Orders in Council of 1806, 
and 1807. Thus pronouncing as plainly as language will 
admit, that the system of violence and injustice of which he 
is the f</under, will be maintained by him until the defen- 
sive measures of retaliation to which they gave riise on the 
part of Great-Britain shall be abandoned. 

If other proofs were necessary to show the continued ex- 
istence of those obnoxious Decrees, they may be discover- 
ed in the Imperial Edict dated at Fontainbleau^ October 
10, 1810 I that monstrous production of violence, in which 
they are made the basis ot a system of general and unex- 
ampled tyranny and oppression over all countries subject 
to, allied wilh, or within the reach of the power of France ] 
in the report of the French minister for foreign affairs dated 
last December, and in the letter of the French minister of 
Justice to (he president of the council of prizes. To this 
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latter, A*, I would wish particalarly to invite your attention ; 
the date is the 25th December, the authority it comes from 
most unquestionable, and you will there find, sir, the Duke 
of Massa, in giving his instructions to the council of prizrt 
in consequence of the President of the United States' proc- 
lamation of November 3, most cautiously iavoiduig to assert 
that the French Decrees were repealed, and ascribing not 
to such repeal, but to the ambiguous passage which he 
quotes at length from M. Champagny's letter of August 5, 
the new attitude takeu by America ; and you will also find 
an evidence in the same letter of the continued capture of 
American ships after November, and under the Berlin and 
Milan Decrees, having been contemplated by the French 
srovemment, since there is a special direction given for 
judgment on such ships lieing suspended in consequence of 
the American proclamation, and for their being kept as 
pledge for its enforcement 

Can then, sir, these Decrees be said to have been repeal- 
ed at the period when the proclamation of the President of 
the United States appeared, or when America enforced her 
non-importation act against Great^Britain ? Are they so 
at this moment P To Uie first question, the state papers 
T^hich I have referred to, appear to give a sufficient answer. 
For even supposing that the repeal has since taken place, 
it is clear that on November 3, theris was no question as to 
that not being then the case ; the capture of the ship New- 
Orleans Packet seized at Bordeaux, and the Grace-Ann- 
Green, seized at or carried into Marseilles, being cases ari- 
sing under the Freuch Decrees of Berlin and Milan, as is 
very evident Great-Britain might therefore complain of 
being treated with injustice by America, even supposing 
that the conduct of France had since been unequivocal. 

America contends that the French Decrees are revoked 
as it respects her ships upon the high seas, and you, sir, in- 
form me, that the only two American ships taken utvder 
their maritime operation, as you are pleased to term it, since 
November 1, have been restored ; but may not they have 
been restored in consequence of the satisfaction felt in 
France at the passing of the non-importation act in the 
American Congress, an evont so little to be expected ; for 
otherwise, having been captured in direct ^contradiction to 
the revocation^ w|iy were they not reatoted. xuwftfidA^^^'^ 
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The fears of the French navy, however, prevent many 
6ases of the kind occuning on the ocean under the Decrees 
of Berlin and Milan ; but the mo$t obnoxious and destruc- 
tive parts of Uiose Decrees are exercised with full violence 
not only in the ports of France, but in those of all other 
countries to which France thinks she can conunit injustice 
vith impunity. 

Great-Britain has a right to complain that neutral nations 
should overlook the very worst features of these extraordi- 
nary acts, and should stiffer their trade to be made a medi- 
Xkm of an unprecedented* violent, and monstrous system of 
attack upon her resources ; a species of warfare unattempt- 
ed by any civilized nation before tlie present period. Not 
only has America suffered her trade to be moulded into the 
means of annoyance to Great^Britain under the provisions 
of the French Decrees, but as construing those Decrees as 
extinct, upon a deceitful declaration of the French Cabinet, 
she has enforced her non-importation act against Great- 
Britain* 

Under these circumstances, I am instructed by my gov- 
ernment, to urge to that of klie United States, the mjusticc 
of thus enforcing that act against his majesty's dominions, 
und 1 cannot but hope that a spirit of justice will induce the 
United States' government to re-consider the line of con- 
duct they have pursued, and at least to re-establish their 
former state of strict neutrality. 

I have only to add, sir, that, on my part, I shall ever be 
ready to meet you on any opening which may seem to af- 
ford a prospect of restwing complete harmony between the 
two countries, and that it will at all times give me the great- 
est satisfaction to treat with you on the important concerns 
so interesting to both. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 
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Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, July 11, 1811. 

SIR — In consequence of our conversation of yesterday, 

and the observations which you made respecting that part of 

my letter to you of the 3d inst. wherem I have alluded to 

the principle on which his majesty's Orders in Council w^re 

orig-anally /bunded, I think it right to explain myself, in or- 
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«ler to prevent 'any possible mistake as to the present situa- 
tion of neutral trade with his majesty's enemies. 

It will only be necessary for me to repeat what has al- 
ready, long since, been announced U> tlie American gov- 
ernment, namelvy that his majesty's Order in Council of* 
April 26y 1809, superceded those of November, 1807, and 
releived the system of retaliation adopted by his majesty 
against his enemies from what was considered in this coun- 
try as the mast objectionable part of it ; the option given to. 
neutrals to trade with the enemies of Great-Britain, througb 
British iK)rts, on payment of a transit duty* 

This explanation, sir, will, I trust, be sufficient to do away 
any impression that you may have received to the contrary" 
from ray observations respecting the effects which his ma- 
jesty's Orders in Council originally had on trade of neutral 
nations. Those observations were merely meant as prelim- 
inary to a consideration of the question now at issue between 
the two countries. 

1 have the honor to be, with the highest consideration and 
respect, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

AUGUSTUS J- FOSTER. 



Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, July 14, 1811. 
SIR — His majesty's packet boat having been SD long 
detained, and a fortnight having elapsed sitice my arrival 
at this capitol, his royal highness, the prince regent will ne- 
cessarily expect that I should have to transmit to his royal 
highness some official communication as to the line of con- 
duct ihe American government mean to pursue. I trust 
you will excuse me therefore, sir, if without pressing for a 
dttailed answer to my note of the 3d inst. i anxiously desire 
to know from you what is the President's determination 
M'itli respect to suspending the operation of the late Act of 
Congress prohibiting all importation from the British do- 
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There have l)een repeated avowals lately made by the 
government of France, that the Decrees of berlin and Mi- 
lan were still in full force, and the acts of that government 
have corresponded with those avowals. 

The measures of ri/talialion pursued by Great-Britain 
agamstthose Decrees are consequevAl^ Vo VVve ^\^"^\^%\^^ 
of his royal highueds still nere:^j?av\\j co\\\\wv\^i\> 
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I have had the honor to state to yoa the light in which his 
royaIhi([^hnefHi, the prince regent viewed the Proclamatiuu 
of the President or last November, and the surprise with 
which he learnt the subsequent measures of Congress against 
the British trade. 

American ships siezed under his majesty's Orders in 
Council even after that Proclamation appeared, were not 
immediatelv condemned, because it was believed that the in-- 
sidions professions of France might have led the American 
gpovernment, and the merchants of America into an erone* 
•us construction of the intentions of France. 

But when the veil was thrown aside, and the French ru- 
ler himself avowed the continued existence of his invariable 
system, it was not expected by his royal highness that Amer- 
ica would have refused to retrace the steps she had taken. 

Fresh proofs have since occurred of the resolution of the 
French government to cast away all consideration of the 
rights of nations in the unprecedented warfare they have 
adopted. 

America however still persists in her injurious measure^^ 
against the commerce of Great*Britain, and his royal high- 
ness has in consequence been obliged to look to means of 
retaliation against those measures which his royal highness 
cannot but consider as most unjustifiable. 

How desirable would it not be, sir, if a stop conld be put 
to any material progress in such a system of retaliation, 
which, from step to step may lead to tlie most unfriendly sit- 
uation between the two countries ? 

His majesty *s government will necessarily be guided in a 
great degree by the contents of my first despatches as to 
the conduct they must adopt towards America. 

Allow me then, sir, to repeat my request to learn from 
you whether I may not convey what I know would l>e most 
grateful to his royal highness* feelings, namely, the hope 
that he may be enabled, by the speedy return of America 
from her unfriendly attitude towards Great-Britain, to for- 
get altogether that he ever was obliged to have any other 
object in view besides thai of endeavoring to promote the 
best understanding possible between the two countries. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, 
sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 
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Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, July 16, 1811. 

Slft-^I had the honor to receive the letter which you 
addressed to me under yesterday's date^ requesting an ex- 
planation from me, in consequence of my letters of the 3d 
and 14th inst^ of tlie precise extent in which a repeal of the 
French Decrees is by his majesty's government, made a 
condition of, the repeal of the British Orders, and particu- 
larly whether the condition embraces the seizure of vessels- 
and merchandize entering French ports in contravention of 
French regulations, as well as the capture on the high seas, 
of neutral vessels and their cargoes, on the mere allegation 
thai they are bound to or from British ports, or that they 
have ofi board British productions or manufactures ; as 
also, stating that in your view of the French Decrees, they 
comprise regulations essentially difterent in their principles, 
some of them violating the neutral rights of the United 
States others operating against Great-Britain without any 
such violation. 

You will permit me, sir, for the piirpose of answering 
your questions as clearly and concisely as possible, to bring 
into view the French Decrees themselves, together with the 
official declarations of the French minister which accompa- 
nied them. 

In the body of those Decrees, and in the declarations al- 
luded to, you will tind, sir, express avowals that the princi- 
ples on which they were founded, and provisions contained 
in them, are wholly new, unprecedented, and in direct con- 
tradiction to all ideas of justice and the principles and usa- 
ges of all civilized nations. The French government did 
not pretend to say that any one of the regulations contained- 
in those Decrees was a regulation which France had ever- 
been in the previous practice of. 

They were consequently to be considered, and were in* 
deed allowed by Fi*ance herself to be, all of them, parts of a 
new system of warfare, unauthorised by the established laws 
of nations. 

It is in this light in which France herself has placed her 
Decreeei, that Great-Britain is obliged to consider them. 

The submission of neutrals to any regulations made by 
France, authorised by the laws of nations, and practised ia 
former wars, will never be complained ot b^ ^>te.*^X-^t^^«vcv^ 

4 
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but the regulations of the Berliu and Milan Decrees do, ami 
are. declared to violate the laws of nations, and the riorhts of 
neutrals, for the purpose ol' attacking through them the re- 
sources of Great-Britain. The ruler of France has drawn 
nc^ distinction between any of them, nor ha»he declared the 
cessation of any one of them in the speech which he m> 
lately addressed t^ the deputation from the free Im|>erial 
Hanse Tawns, which was on the contrary a coiifirmatioii 
of them all. 

JNot until the Frendi Decrees therefore shall be effectu- 
ally repealed, and thereby neutral commerce be restored to 
the situation in which it stood previously to their promulga- 
tion, can hiSi royal highness eonceive himself justiiied, con-' 
sisteiiLly wilh what he owes to the safety art;d honor of Great- 
Brilain^-in foregoing the just measures-of retaliation whicb 
his maji'sty in bis-defence was uecessitated to adopt against 
them. 

I trust, sir, that this explanation in answer ta your en- 
quiries will be considered by you sufflc'ently satisfactory ; 
should you require any further, and which It may be in my 
power to give, I shall with the greatest cheeriulness afford it. 

I sincerely hope,, however, that no turlher delay will be 
thought necessary by the President ku. restoring the relatione 
of amity which should ever subsist brtweeu America and 
Great-Britain, as the delusions attettipled by the government 
of France have now been made manifest, and the pertiuious- 
plans of its ruler exposed v by which,, while he adds to^ and 
agravates his system of violenee aigainst neutral tnide,.be en- 
deavors to throw all the odium of his acts u[>on Great-Bri- 
tain with a view ta engender discord between the neutral 
countries, and the only power which stands up as a bulwark 
against his efforts at universal tyranny and oppression. 

Excuse me, sir,^ if I express n^y wish asi early as possible 
to dispatch his m^j^sty's packet boat with the result of our 
communications^, as his maj/estyV government will necessa- 
rily be most anxious to hear from me. Any short period of 
time, ho^^ever, which may appear to you to be reasonable, I 
will not hesitate to detain her. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 
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Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster, 
Djepartment of State, July 23d, 1811. 

SIR — ^I have submitted to the President your several 
letters of the 3d and lt(tl) of this month relative to the Bri- 
tish Orders in Council and the blockade of May, 1806, and 
I have now the honor to communicate to you his sentiments 
on the view which you have {it'esented of those uieasures of 
your government. 

It was hoped that your comtnunication would have led 
to an immediate accommodatioti of the differences subsis- 
ting between our countries, on the gr^iund on which alone 
it is possible to nifeet you. It is regretted that you have 
confined yourself to u vindication of the measui^s which 
produced some of iliem. 

The United States are as little disposed now, as hereto- 
fore, to enter into the question concerning the priority of ag- 
gression by the two belligeretits, which could not be justi«- 
fied by either, by the priority of those of the other. But as 
you bring forward tSat plea in suppml of the Orders in 
GouDcii, I must be permitted to remark that you have your- 
self furnished a conclusive answer to it, by admitting that 
the blockade of May 1806, which was prior to the first of 
the French Decrees, would not be legal, unless supported 
through the whole extent of the coast, from the Elbe to 
Brest, by an adequate naval force. That such a naval force 
was actually applyed and continued in the requisite strict- 
ness until that blockade was comprised in and superceded 
by the Orders of November of the following year, or even 
until the French Decree of tlie same year, will not, I prcsuuie, 
be alleged. 

But waving this question of priority, can it be seen with- 
out both surprise and regret, that it is still contended, that 
the Orders in Council are justified by the principle of retal* 
iation, and that this principle is strengthened by the in«- 
ability of France to enforce her Decrees. A retaliation 
is, in its name, and its essential character, a returning 
like for like. Is the deadly blow of the Orders in Council 
against one half of our commerce, a return of like for like 
to an empty threat in the French Decrees, against the other 
half? It may be a vindicative hostility, as far as its efiects 
fall on the enemy. But when falling on a neutral, who on 
no pretext can be liable for more than Vhe me^ai\w^^\VK^>x.- 
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1^ received through such neutral^ it would not be a retalia^ 
hotly but a positive wrong, by the plea on which it is founded. 
' It is to be further remarked that the Orders in Council 
went even beyond the plea, such as this has appeared to be,, 
in extending its operation against the trade of the United 
States, with nations which, like Russia, had not adopted 
the French Decrees, 9ind with all nations which had merely 
excluded the British flag ; an exclusion resuUing as a mat* 
ter of course with respect to whatever nation Great-Britain 
might happen to be at war. 

I am far from viewing the modiiEication originally con-* 
tained in these Orders, which permits neutrals to prosecute 
their trade with the continent, through Great-Britain, in the 
favorable light in which you represent it. It is impossible 
to proceed to notice the effect of this modiiication without 
expressing our astonishment at the extravagance of the po^ 
litical pretension set up by it : a pretension which is utterly 
incompatible with the sovreignty and indepeniience of other 
states. In a commercial view, it is not less objectionable^ a 
it cannot fail to prove destructive to neutral commerce. 

As an enemy, Great-Britain cannot trade with France. 
JNordoes France permit a neutral to come into her ports 
from Great-Britain, The aUen[ipt of Great-Britain to force 
our trade through her ports, would have therefore the com- 
mercial effect of depriving the United States altogether of 
the market of her enemy for their productions, and of. de- 
stroying their value in her market by a surcharge of it. 
Heretofore it has been the usage of belligerent nations to 
carry on their trade through the intei'veulion of neutrals ; 
and this had the beneficial effect of extending to the former 
the advantages of peacet while suffering under the calami- 
ties of war. To reverse tlie rule, and to extend to nations 
at peace, the calamities of war, is a change as novel and ex- 
traordinary as it is at variance with justice and public law. 

Against this unjust systemt the United Slates entered, at 
an early period, their solemn protest. They considered it 
their duty to evince to the world their high disapprobation 
of it, and they have done so by such acts a« were deemed 
most consistent with the rights and policy of the nation. 
Remote from the contentious scene which desolates Europe, 
it has been their uniform object to avoid becoming a party 
to tJte wan — With this view they have endeavored to. cijHir 



vale friendship with both paeties^ by a system of conduct 
vhich ought to have produced thai efiect. They have 
done justice to each party in every transaction in which they 
have been separately engaged wilh iL Tliey have obsei-v« 
ed the impartiality which was due to both, as beiligereutSf 
standing on equal ground, having in no instance given a 
preference to either at the expense ot the other. They have 
borne, too, with equal indulgence, injuries from both, bemg 
wilhng while it was possible, to impute them to casualties 
inseparable from a cause of war, and not to a deliberate ui« 
tention to violate their rights; and even vi hen that intention 
could not be misti\ken, they have not lost sight of the ulti- 
mate object of their policy. In the measures to which they 
have been compelled to resort, they have in all respects 
maintained pacific relations wilh both parties. The alter- 
native presented by their late acts, was offered equally to 
both, and could operate on neither, no longer than it should 

Eersevere in its aggressions on our neutral rights. The em* 
argo and nou'^intercourse, were peaceful measures. The 
regulations which they imposed on our trade were such 
aa any nation might adopt in peace or war, without offence 
to any other nation. The non-importation is of the same 
oharacter, and if it makes a distinction at this time, in its 
operation between the belligerents, it necessarily results from 
a compliance of one with the offer made to both, and which 
is still open to the compliance of the other. 

In the discussions which have taken place on the subjecl 
of the Orders in Council and blockade of May, 1806, the 
British i^overnment in conformity to the principle on which the 
Orders m Council are said to be founded, declared that they 
should cease to operate as soon as France revoked her Edicts. 
It was stated also, that the British government wonld pro- 
ceed pari passUf with the government of France, in the re- 
vocation oi her Edicts. I will proceed to shew that the ob- 
Ugation on Great-Britain to revoke her Orders is complete,^ 
according to her own engagements, and that the revocation 
ought not to be longer delayed. 

By the act of May 1st, 1810, it is provided, < That if 
either Great- Britain or France should cease to violate the 
neutral commerce of the United States, which fact the Pre- 
sident should declare by ])roclamation, and the other party 
should not within three pionths thereafter v^noVw^ w \£i^>&^ 
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its Edicts in like manner, that then certain sections in a 
former act interdicting the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and Great^Britain and France and their 
dependencies, should from and after the expiration of three 
months from the date of the {iroclamation, be revived and 
have full force against the former, its colonies and depen- 
dencies, and against all articles tke growth, {>rodiice, or 
manufacture of tlie same.* 

The violations of neutral commerce alluded to in this act, 
were such as were committed on the high seas. It was in 
the trade between the United Slates and the British domin- 
ions, that France had violated the neutral rights of the 
United States by her blockading Edicts. It was with the 
trade of France and her allies that Great-Britain had com- 
mitted similar violations by similar Edicts. It was the re- 
vocation of those Edicts, so far as they committed such vio- 
lations, which the United States had in view, when they 
passed the law of May 1st, 1810. On the 5th of Augnst, 
1810, the French minister of foreign affairs addressed a 
note to the minister plenipotentiary of tlie United States 
at Paris, informing him that the Decrees of Berlin and Mi- 
lan were revoked ; the revocation to take effect on the 1st 
of November following: that the measure liad been taken 
by his government in confidence that the British govern- 
ment would revoke its Orders, and renounce its new prin- 
ciples of blockade, or that the United States would cause 
their rights to be respected^ conformably to the act of May 
1st, 1810. 

This measure of the French government was founded on 
the law of May 1st, 1810, as is expressly declared in the let- 
ter of tlie Duke oif Cadore announcing it. The Edicts of 
Great- Britain, the revocation of which w^re expected by 
France, were those alluded to in that act ; and the means 
by which tlie United States should cause their rights to be 
respected, in case Great-Britain should not revoke her 
Edicts, were likewise to be found in the same act. They 
consisted merely in the enforcement of the non-importation 
act against Great-Britain, in that unexpected and improba- 
ble contingency. 

The letter of the 5th of August, which announced the re- 
vocation of the French Decrees, was communicated to this 
^reramenlg in consequence of which the President issued 
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a pi'oclamation on the 2d of November, the day after that' 
€Mi which the repeal of the French Decrees was to take effect 
in which he declared that all restrictions imposed by the act' 
of May 1st, 1810, sboidd cease and be discontinued in re- 
lation to France and her dependencies. It was a necessary 
consequence of this proclamation, also, that if Great-Britain 
did not revoke her Edicts., the non-importation would ope- 
YViie on her, at the end of three months. This actually took 
place. She declined the revocation, and on the 2d of Feb- 
ruary last, that law took effect. In confirmalion of the pro- 
clamation, an act of Congress was passed on the 2d of March 
followini^. 

Greaft-Britain stiU declines to revoke her Edicts, on the 
pretension that France has not revoked hers. Under that 
Hiipression she infers that the United States have done her 
injustice by carryings into effect the non-importation against 
her. 

The United States maintain thrt France has revoked her 
£dicts, so far as they violated their neutral rights, and were 
contemplated by the law of May Ist, 1810,. and have on 
that ground particularly claimed and do expect of Great- 
Britain a similar revocation. 

• The revocation announced officially by the French min- 
ister of foreign affitirs, to the minister plenipotentiary of tha 
tJnited States at Paris, on the 5th of August, 1810, was in 
itself sufficient to justify ike claim of the United States to a 
correspondent measure from threat-Britain. She had de* 
dared that she would proceed jtari passu in the repeal 
with France^ and the day being fixed when the rapeal of 
the French Decrees should take effect,, it was reasonable tc^ 
conclude that Great-Britain would tix the same day for the 
repeal of her Oi'ders Had this been done, the proclama- 
tion of the President would have announced the revocation 
ef the [Edicts of both powers at the same tin^^ and in con- 
sequence thereof the non- importation would have gone inta 
operation against neither. — Such, too, \s the natiu*al course 
of proceeding in transactions betweeu independent states ; 
und such the conduct which they generally observe towarda 
each other. In ait compacts betweet> nations, it is the duty 
of each to perform wlkat it stipulates, and to presume on the 
good faith of the other far a like p€rfoi*mance. The United 
States having made a proposal to both beU\^^T«wtii^ ni^t^ 
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bound to accept a compliance from either, anil it was. HO 
objection to the French compliance, that it was in a form tcr 
take effect at a future day ; that being a form not unusual 
in other public acts ; even when nations are at war and 
makepeace, this obligation of nei\lral confidence exists and 
it respected. In treaties of commerce, by which their fu* 
ture intercourse is to be governed, the obligation is the 
same.-^f distrust and jealousy are allowed to prevail, the 
moral tie, which binds nations together in all their relations^ 
in war, aa well as in peace, is broken. 

What would Great-Britain have hazarded by a prompt 
compliance in the manner suggested ? She had declared 
that she had adopted the restraints imposed by her Orders 
in Council with reluctance, because of their distressing 
effect on neutral powers. Here then was a favorable op- 
portunity presented to her, to withdraw from that measure 
with honor, be the conduct of France, afterwards, what it 
might. Had Great^Britain revoked her Orders, and France 
failed to iulBl her engagement, she would have gained credit, 
at the expense of France, and could have sustained no in- 
jury by it, because the failure of France to maintain her 
faith would have replaced Great-Britain at the point fromi 
which. she had departed. To say that a disappointed reli- 
ance, on the good faith of her enemy, would have reproach- 
ed her foresight, would be to set a higher value on that 
quality, than on consistency and good faith, and would sac« 
lifice to a mere suspicion towards an enemy, the plain obli- 
gations of justice towards a friendly power. 

Great-Britain has deolined proceedino: pari passu with 
France in the revocation of their respective Edicts. She 
has held aloof, and claims of the United Sbites, proof, not 
only that France has revoked her Decrees, but that she con-^ 
tinues toact in conformity with the revocation. 

To sliew that the repeal is respected, it is deemed suffi- 
cient to state, that not one vessel has been condemned by 
French tribnuals, on the principles of those Decrees, sinc6 
the 1st of November last — The New-Orleans packet from 
Gibraltar to Bordeaux, was detained but never condemned. 
The Grace-Ann-Green, from the same British port, to Mar- 
seilles, was likewise detained, but allerwards delivered Cip 
unconditionally to.the owner, as was such part of the cargo 
of the NeW'Orleans packet as consisted of the produce of 
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ijhe United States. Both these vessels proceeding from a 
[British port, carried cargoes, some arlicles of which in each, 
ivere prohibited by the laws of France, or admissible by the 
unction of the government alone* It does not appear that 
their detention was imputable to any other causes If impu* 
table to the circumstance of passing from a British to a 
French port, or on account of any part of their cargoes, it 
affords no cause of complaint in Great- Britain^ as a viola- 
tion of her neutral rights. No such cause would be afford- 
ed, even in a case of condemnation. The right of com- 
plainU would have belonged to the United States. 

In denying the revocation of the Decrees, so far as it is a 
proper subject of discussion between us, it might reasona- 
uly be expected that you would produce some examples of 
vessels taken at sea, in voyages to British ports, or on their 
return honie, and condemned under them by a French tri* 
bur.al. None such has been afforded by you. None such 
are known to this government. 

You urge only as an evidence that the Decrees are not 
repealed, the speech of the Emperor of France to the depu- 
ties from the free cities of Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck; 
the Imperial Edict dated at Fontainbleau on the 19th of 
Oct. 1810 ; the report of the French minister of foreign 
affairs, dated in December last, and a letter of the minister 
of Justice to the President of the Council of prizes of the 
2dth of that month. 

There is nothing in the first of these papers incomJ)atible 
with the revocation of the Decrees, in respect to the tlnited 
States. It is distinctly declared by the Emperor in his 
speech to the deputies of the Hanse Towns, that the block- 
ade of the British Islands shall cease when the British 
blockades cease ; and that the French blockade shall cease 
ill favor of those nations in who^e favor Great Britain re- 
vokes hei's^ or who support their rights against her preten- 
sion, as France admits the United States will do, by enforc- 
ing the non-importation acL The same sentiment is ex- 
pressed in the report of the ministers of foreign affairs. — 
The Decree of Fontainbleau havini:** no effect on the hinfh 
seas, cannot be brought into this discussion. It evidently 
has no connection with neutral rights. The letter from the 
minister of justice, to the President of the Council of prizes, 
k of a different character. It relates in dived \^vvwi\ft XJsi^ 

5 
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subject but not in the sense in which yon understand itr 
After reciting the note from the duke ofC'adore of the 5tli 
August last) to the American minister at Paris, which an- 
nounced the repeal of the French Decrees, and the proclama- 
tion of the President in consequence of it, it states that all 
causes arising under those Decrees after the 1st of Novem- 
ber, which were then before the court, or might afterwards 
be brought before it should not be judged by the principles^ 
of the Decrees, but be sus[)ended until the 2d February, 
when the United States having fulfiled their engagement, 
the captures should be declared void, and the vessels and 
their cargoes delivered up to their owners. This paper ap- 
])ears to afford an unequivocal evidence of the revocation of 
the Decrees, so far as relates to the United States. By in- 
structing the French tribunal to make no deeission till the' 
2d of February, and then to restore the property to the own- 
ers, on a particular event which has happened, all cause 
of doubl on that point seems to be removed. The United 
States may justly complain of delay in the restitution of the 
property, but that is an injury which effects them only. 
Great Britain has no right to complain of it. She was in- 
terested only in the revocation of the Decrees by which 
neutral rights would be secured frotu future violation ; or 
if she liad been interested in the delay it would have afford- 
ed iiB pretext for more than a delay in repealing her orders 
the 9d of February. From that day at farthest the French 
Decrees would cease. At the same day ought her Orders 
to have ceased. I might add to this statement, that every 
eommunicalion received from the French government, ei- 
ther through our representatives there, or its representatives 
here, are in accord with the actual repeal of the Berlin and 
Milan Decrees, in relation tathe neutral commerce of the 
United Stales. But it will suffice to remark, that the best, 
and only adequate evidence of their ceasing to operate, is 
the deft et of evidence that they do operate. It is a case 
where the want of proof a^ain; t the fultilment of a pledge is^ 
proof of the fulfilment. Every case occurring, to which if 
the Decrees were in force, they would be applied, and to 
which they are not applied, is a proof that they are not in 
force. And if these proofs have not been more multiplied, 
I need not remind you that a cause is to be found in the uu- 
meroas captures under your Orders in Council, which cour 
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liniieto evince the rigour with which they are enforced, af- 
ter a failure of the basis on which they are supposed to rest. 
But Great-Britain contends, as appears by your last letters, 
that she ought not to revoke her Orders in Council, until 
Uie coraaierce of the continent is restored to the state in 
which it stood before the Berlin and Milan Decrees were 
issued ; until the French Decrees are repealed not only as 
to the United States, but so as to permit Great-Britain to 
trade with the continent. Is it then meant that Great-Bri- 
tain should be allowed to trade with all the powers with 
whom she traded at thet epoch? Since that time France has 
extended her conquests to the north, and raised enemies 
against Great- Britain, where she then had friends. Is it 
proposed to trade with them notwithstanding the change iu 
their situation ? Between the enemies of one state and 
'those of another, no discrimination can be made. There is 
none in re<.son, nor can there be any of right, in practice. 
Or do you maintain the general principle an<l contend that 
Great-Britain ought to trade with France and her Allies ? 
Between enemies there can be no commerce. The vessels 
of either taken by the other are liable to confiscation and are 
always confiscated. The number of enemies or extent of 
country which they occupy, cainiot effect the question. 
The laws of war govern the relations which subsist between 
tbemj which especially in the circumstance under consider- 
ation are invariable. They were the same in times the most 
remote that they now are. Even if peace had taken place 
between Great-Britain and the powers of the continent she 
would not trade with them without their consent. Or does 
Great-Britain contend, that the United States, as a neutral 
power, ought to open the continent to her commerce, on 
such terms as she may designate ? On what principle ean she 
set up such a claim ? No example of it can be found in the his- 
tory of past wars, nor is it founded in any recognized prin- 
ciple of war, or in any semblance of reason or right. The 
United States could not maintain such a claim in their 
own favor, though neutral — when advanced in favor of an 
enemy, it would be the most preposterous and extravagant 
claini ever heard of. Every power when not restrained 
by treaty, has aright to regulate its trade wilh other nations, 
in such a manner as it finds it most cons.stent with its inter- 
est j to admit; and on its own cond\V\ox\«> ot \i^ ^wVi^vX.^'"^ 
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3Jr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, July 26lh, 1811. 

SIR — I have had the honor to. receive your letter of July 
23d9 in answer to mine of the 3d and 14th inst. which you 
will permit me to say were not merely relative to his majes- 
ty ^s Orders in Council, and the blockade of May 1800, but 
ako to the President's proclamation of last November, and 
to the consequent act oi Congress of March 2d, as well as 
to the just complaints which his royal highness, the 
prince regent, had commanded me lo make to your gov* 
ernment, with respect to the proclamation and to that act. 

If the U. States' government had expected that I should 
have made communications which would have enabled 
them to come to an accommodation with Great-Britain on 
Ih^ ground on which alone you say it was possible to meet 
BS, and that you mean by that expression a departure from 
our system of defence against the new kind of warfare still 
practised by France, I am at a loss to discover from what 
^>urce they could have derived those expectations ; cer- 
tainly not from the correspondence between the Marquis 
Wellesley and Mr. Pinkney. 

Before I proceed to reply to the arguments which are 
brought forward by you to show that the Decrees of lierliu 
and Milan are repealed, I must first enter into an explana- 
tion upon some points on which you have evidently misap- 
prehended, for I will not suppose you could have wished to 
misinterpret my meaning. 

And first, in regard to the blockade of May, 1806, 1 must 
avow tliat I am wholly at a loss to find out from what part 
of my letter it is that the President hiis drawn the unqualified 
inference, that should the Orders in Council of 1807, be re- 
voked, the blockade of May, 1806, would cease with them. 
— It is most material that, on this point, no mistake 
should exist between us. From your letter it would ap- 
pear, as if on the question of blockade which America had 
so unexpectedly connected with her demand for a repeal of 
our Orders in Council, Great-Britain had made the conces- 
sion required of her; as if, after all that has i^assed on the sub- 
ject, after the astonishment and regret of his majesty's gov- 
ernment at the United States having taken up the view 
which the French government presented, of our just and 
Jeg-itlmate principles of blockade, which are exemplified in 
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the blockade of May, 180G, the whole ground taken by his 
majesty's government was at once abandoned. When I 
had the honor to exhibit to you my instructions, and to draw 
up as 1 conceived, according to your wishes and those of 
the President, a statement of the mode in which that block- 
ade would probably disappear, I never meant to authorise 
Mich a conclusion, and I now beg m(*.st unequivocally-to 
disclaim it. The blockade of May, 1806, will not continue 
after the repeal of the Orders in Council, unless his majes* 
ty^s government shall think fit to sustain it by the special 
application of a sufficient naval force, and the fact of its 
being so continued or not, will be notified at the time# If, 
in Ihis view of the matter, which is certainly presented in a 
conciliatory spirit, one of the obstacles to a complete under* 
standingbetween our countries can be removed by the Uni- 
ted Stales government waving all further reference to that 
blockade when they can be justified in asking a repeal of 
the Ordei*s, and if I may communicate this to my govern^ 
ment, it will undoubtedly be very satisfactory ; but I beg 
distinctly to disavow having made any acknowledgment 
tliat the blockade would cease merely in consequence of a 
revocation of the Orders in Council ; whenever it does 
cease, it will cease because there will be no adequate force 
to maintain it. 

On another very material point, sir, you appear to have 
misconstrued my words ; for in no oiie passage of my letter 
can I discover any mention of innovations on the part of 
Great-Britain, such as you say excited a painful surprise in 
your government. 1 nere is no new pretension set up by 
his majesty^ government. In answer to questions ofj^ours, 
as to what were the DeciTes or regulations of France 
which Great-Britain complained of, and ag-ainst which she 
directs her retaliatory measures, I brought distinctly into 
your view the Berlin and Milan Decrees, and you have not 
denied^ because, indeed, you could not, that the provisions 
of those Decrees were new measures of war on the part of 
Prance, acknowlcdgetl as such by her ruler, and contrary 
to the principles and ilsages of civilized nations. That the 
present war has been oppressive beyt>nd example by its du- 
ration, and the desolation it spreads tiirough Europe, I wil- 
lingly agree with you, but the United States cannot surely 
mean to attribute the cause to Grcat-Britam. Tt^^ c^^^x^i^ik 
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betwe(3ik Gre;lU]3ntain and France is that of an' lionofabfe 
fAriiggIc against the lawless efforts of an ambitious tyrant, 
and America can but liave the wish of every independent 
nation as to its result. 

On a third point, sir, I have also to regret that my mean- 
ing should have been mistaken. Great-Britain never con- 
tended that British merchant vessels should be allowed to 
trade with her enemies, or that British property should be 
allowed entry into their ports, as you would infer ; such a 
pretension would indeed be preposterous ; but Great-Bri-^ 
tain does contend against the system of terror put in practice 
by France, by which usurping authority wherever her arms 
or the timidity of nations will enable her to extend lier in« 
fluence, she makes it a crime to neutral countries as well a^ 
individuals that they should possess articles, however acquire 
ed, which may have been once the produce of English in- 
dustry or of the British soil. Against such an abominable 
and extravagant pretension every feeling must revolt, and 
the honor no less than the interest of Great^Britain engages 
her to oppose it. 

Turning to the course of argument contained in your let* 
ler, allow me to express my surprise at the conclusion you 
draw in considering the question of priority relative to the 
French Decrees or Britisli Orders in CounciU It was 
clearly proved that the blockade of May, 1800, was main- 
tained by an adequate naval force, and therefore was a 
blockade founded on just and legitimate principles, and I 
have not heard that it was considered in a contrary light 
when notified as such lo you by Mr. Secretary Fox, nor 
uutil it suited the views of France to endeavor to have it 
considered otherwise. Why America took up the view the 
French government chose to give of it, and could see in' it 
grounds for the French Decrees, was always matter of as- 
tonishment in England. 

Your remarks on modifications at various times of our 
system of retaliation will require the less re|)ly from the cir- 
cumstance of the Orders in Council of A[)ril, 1809, having 
superceded them all. They were calculaled fortlie avow- 
ed pur|M)se of softening the effect of the original Orders on 
ueutml commerce, the incidental effect of those Orders on 
neutrals having been always sincerely regretted by hi» ma- 
je^ftf s government I hot when it was found that neutrals ob- 
Jected to them they were removed. 
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As to the principle of retaliation, it is founded on the just 
and natural right of self defence against our enemy ; if 
Prance is unable to enforce her Decrees on the ocean, it is 
not from the want of will, for she enforces them wherever 
she can do it ; her threats are only empty where her power 
is of no avail. 

. In the view you have taken of the conduct of America, 
in her relations with the two belligerents, and in the con* 
elusion you draw with respect to the imparliahty of your 
country, as exemplified in the non-importation law, I la- 
ment to say I cannot agree with you. That act is a direct 
ineasure against the British trade, enacted at a time when all 
the legal authorities in the United States appeared ready 
to contest the statement of a repeal of the French Decrees, 
on which, was founded the President's proclamation of No- 
vember 2d, and consequently to dispute the justice of the 
proclamation itself. 

You urge, sir, that the British government promised to 

?VQceed pari pasm with France in the repeal of her Edicts, 
t is to be wished you could point out to us any step France 
has taken in repeal of hers. Great-Britain has repeatedly de- 
clared that she would repeal when the French did so, and 
she means to keep to that declaration. 

I have stated to you that we could not consider the let- 
ter of August 5, declaring the repeal of the French Edicts^ 
providing we revoked our Orders in Council, or America 
resented our not doing so, as a step of that nature ; and the 
French government knew that we could not ; their object 
was evidently while their system was adhered to, in all its 
rigor, to endeavor to persuade the American government 
tlmt they had relaxed from it, and to induce her to proceed in 
^enforcing the submission of Great-Britain to the inordinate 
demands of France. It is to be lamented that they have but 
too well succeeded ; for the United States government ap- 
pear to have considered the French Declaration in the sense 
in which France wished it to be taken, as an absolute repeal 
of her Decrees, without adverting to the conditional terms 
which accompanied it. 

But you assert that no violations of your neutral rights 
by France occur on the high seas, and that these were all 
the violations alluded to in the act of Congress of Ma^^ 
1810. I readily believe, indeed, thai svicVv eme^ %.Te tw^^VsvsX^ 

6 
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it is owing to the preponderance of the British navy tliat 
they are so ; when scarce a ship under the French flag caw 
venture to sea without being taken, it is not extraoriiinary 
that they make no captures. It such violations alone were 
Witliin the purview ot your law, there woidd seem to have 
been no necessity for its enactment. The British navy 
Bn>^,bt have been safely trusted for the prevention of this oc- 
currehce. But I have always believed and my government 
has believed, that (h<^ American legislators had in view in 
the provision of their law as it respects France, not only her 
deeds of violence on the seas, but ail the novel and extra- 
ordinary pretensions and practices of her government which 
infringed their neutral rights. 

We have had no evidence as yet of any of those preten- 
sions being abandoned. To the ambiguous declaration in 
JVIr. Chan>pagny's note is opposed the unambiguous and 
personal declaration of Bonaparte himself. You urge that 
there is nothing incompatible with the revocation of the De- 
crees in respect to Ihe United States, in his expressions to 
the deputies from the tVee cities of Hamburgh, BremeUr 
and Lubeck, that it is distinctly stated in that speech, thai 
tfie blockade ftf the British Islands shall cease wlien the 
British hlochude shall ceasCj and that the French blockade 
shall cease in favor of those nations in whose favor Great- 
Britain revokes hers or who support their rights against her 
pretensionSr 

It is to be inferred from this and the corresponding parts 
of the declaration alluded to, that unless Great- Britain sac- 
rifices her principles of blockade^ which are those authoriz- 
ed by the established laws of nations, France will still 
maintain her Decrees of Berlin and Milan, which indeed, 
the speech in Cfoestion declares to be the fundamental laws 
of the French empire. 

I do not, I confess, conceive how these avowals of the 
ruler of France, can be said to be compatible with the re- 
peal of his Decrees in respect to the United States. If the 
United States are prepared to insist o» the sacrifices by 
Great-Britain of the ancient and estabhshed rules ot man- 
time war practised by her, then indeed thev may avoid the 
operation of the French Decrees, but otherwise, according^ 
to this document, it is very clear that they are still subjected 
ta them. 
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The Decree of Fountainhleau is confessedly founded oa 
the Decrees of Berlin ^nd Milan, dated the 10th October, 
1810, and proves their continued existence. The report 
af the French minister of December 8, announcing* the per- 
severance of France in her Decret»s is still iurther in confir- 
mation of them, and a re-perusal of the leiier of the minister 
of jui&tice, of the 25th last December, confinns me m Uie 
inference I dr^w from it, for otherwise whv should that mm- 
ister ndake the pi*ospective restoration of American vessels, 
takea after the 1st of NnvetiU)er, to be a consequence oithe 
nou-importatioQ^ and not of the French revocation. If the 
French government bad been sincere, they would have ceas- 
ed infringing on the neutral rights of America, after the 1st 
November, — That they violated them, however, alter that 
period, is notorious. 

Your government seem to let it he understood that an 
ambiguous declaration from Great-Britain^ similar to that 
of the French minister, would have been acceptable to them. 
Sut, sir, is it consistent wUh the dignity of a nation that 
respects itself, to speak in ambiguous language ? The sub- 
jects and citizens of either country would in the end be the 
victims, as many are already, in all probability, who from 
a misconstruction of the meaning of the French govern- 
ment, have been led into the most imprudent speculativjis. 
Such condujct would not he lo proceed j>ari pa^su with 
France in revoking our Edicts^ but to descend to the use of 
the perfidious and juggiing contrivances of her cabinet, by 
lyhicli she fills her cofi*ers at the expense of independent 
nations. A similar construction of proceeding pari pansu 
might lead to such Decrees as those of llambouillet, or of 
Bayonne, to tbe system of ex-clusion or of licences, all 
measures of France against tlie American commerce, is 
nothing short of absolute hostility* 

It is urged that no vessel has been condemned by the tri- 
bunals of France, on the principles of her Decrees since the 
the 1st of November. You allow, however, that tllere have 
been some detained since that period, and that such part of 
the cargoes as consisted ot goods not the produce of Amer- 
ica, was seized, and the other part, together with the vessel 
itself, only released after the President's proclamation be- 
came known in France. These circumstances, surely, only 
prove the difficulty that France is under vu t^c^xxc^va^V^x 
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anti-cotnmerciial and anti-neutral system, tvith her desire to 
express her satisfaction at the measures taken in America 
Against the commerce of Great-Britain. She seizes in vir* 
tne of the Berlin and Milan Decrees, but she makes a par- 
tial restoration for the purpose of 'deceiving x\merica. 

I have now followed you, I believe, sir, through the whole 
range of your argument, and on reviewing the course of it, 
I think I may securely sav that no satisfactory proof has yet 
been brought forward of the repeal of the obnoxious De- 
crees of France, but on the contrary, that it appears they 
continue in full force, consequently that no grounds exist 
on which you can, with justice, demand of Great-Britain a 
revocation of her Orders in Council ; — ^that we have a right 
to complain of the conduct of the American government, iu 
enforcing the provisions of the act of May, 1810, to the ex- 
clusion di the British trade, and afterwards in obtaining a 
special law for the same purpose^ though it was notorious 
at the time that France still continued her aggressions upon 
American commerce, and had recently promulgfated anew 
her Decrees, suffering no trade from this country, but 
through licences publicly sold by her agent, and that all the 
suppositions you have formed of innovations on the part of 
Great-Britain, or of her pretensions to trade with her ene- 
mies are wholly groundless. I have also stated to you the 
view his majesty's' government has taken of the question of 
the blockade of May, 1806, and it now only remains that I 
urge afresh the injustice of the United States* government, 
persevering in their union with the French system, for the 
purpose of crushing the commerce of Great*Britain. 

From every consideration which equity, good policy, or 
interest can suggest, there appears to be such a call upon 
America to give up this system, which favors France, to 
the injury of Great-Britain, that I cannot, however little sat- 
isfactory your communications are, as yet abandon all hopes 
that even before the Congress meet, a new view may be 
taken of the subject by the President, which will lead to a 
more happy result. 

I have tne honor to be, witn very high consideration and 
respect, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 
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Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 
Department of State, July 27th, 1811. 
—I had the honor to receive your letter of yesterday's 
date, in time to submit it to the view of the President before 
he left town. 

It was my object to state to you in my letter of the 23d 
inst. that under existing circumstances, it was impossible for 
the President to terminate the operation of the non-importa«* 
tion law of the 2d of March last ; that France having es^cept- 
ed the proposition made by a previous law equally to G. 
Britain and to France, and having revoked her Decrees, 
violating our neutral rights, and Great-Britain having decli- 
ned to revoke hers, it became the duty of this government 
to fulfil its engagemqpt, and to declare tlie non-importa- 
tion law in force a^inst Great-Britain. 

This state of a&irs has not been sought by the United 
jStates. When the proposition, contained in the law of May 
1st, 1810, was offered equally to both powers, there was 
cause to presume that Great-Britain would have accepted it, 
in which event the non-importation law would not have op- 
erated against her. 

It is in the power of the British government at this time 
to enable the President to set the non-importation law aside, 
by rendering to the United States an act of justice. If 
Great-Britain will cease to violate our neutral rights by re- 
voking her Orders in Council, on which event alone the 
President has the power, I am instructed to inform you that 
he willy without delay, exercise it by terminating the ope- 
ration of this law. 

It is presumed that the communications which I have 
had the honor to make to you, of the revocation by France 
of her Decrees, so far as they violated the neutral rights of 
the United States, and of her conduct since the revocation^ 
will present to your government a different view of the sub- 
ject, from that which it had before taken, and produce in its 
councils a correspondent effect. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 



Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 
SIR — I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
28th of Julv, and to submit it to the view oi \\ve Vte%v^e\\V 
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In answering that letter, it is proper that I should notice 
a complaint that 1 had omitted to reply in mine of the 23d 
of July, to your remonstrance against the proclamation of 
the President, of November last, and to the demand which 
yon had made, by order of your government, of the repeal 
of the non-importation actt>f March 2d, of the present year. 

My letter has ceitainly not merited this imputation. 

Having shewn the injustice of the British government in 
issuing the Orders in Council on the pretext assigned, and 
its still greater injustice in adhering to them after that pre- 
text had failed, a respect for Great-Britain, as well as for 
the United States, prevented my placing in. the strong light 
in which the subject naturally presented itself, the remon- 
strance alluded to, and the extraordinary demand founded 
on it, that while your government accommodated in noth- 
ing, the United States should relinquish the ground, which 
by a just regard to the public rights and honor, they had 
been compelled to take« Propositions tending to degrade 
a nation, can never be brought into discussion by a govern-^ 
ment, not prepared to submit to the degradation. It was 
for this reason that I confined my reply to those passages in 
your letter, which involved the claim of the United States, 
on the principles of justice, to the revocation of the Orders 
in Council. Your demand, however, was neither unnoti- 
ced or unanswered. In laying before you the complete, 
and as was believed, irresistible proof on which the United 
States expected, and called for the revocation of the Orders 
in Council, a very explicit answer was supposed to be given 
to that demand. 

Equally unfounded is your complaint that I misunder- 
stood that passage, whicn claimed as a condition of the re- 
vocation of the Orders in Council, that the trade of Great- 
Britain with tlie continept, should be restored to the state in 
which it was before the Berlin and Milan Decrees were is- 
sued« As this pretension was novel and extraordinary, it 
was necessary that a distinct idea should be formed of it, 
and with that view, I asked such an explanation as would 
enable me to form one« 

In the explanation given, you do not insist on the right to 
trade in British property, with British vessels, directly witti 
your enemies. Such a claim, you admit, would be prepos- 
ierous. But you do insist by necessary implication, that 
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France has no rig^ht to inliibit the importation into her port9 
ef British manufacturesy of the produce of the British soil, 
Mhen the property of neutrals ; and that, until France re- 
moves that inhibition, the United States are to be cut off by 
Great-Britain from all trade whatever, with her enemies. 

On such a pretension it is almost impossible to reason^ 
There is, i believe,, no example of it in the history of past 
wars. Great-Britain, the euemy of France, undertakes to 
regulate the trade of France ;. nor is that all ; she tells her 
that she must trade in British goods.^ If France and Great- 
Britain were at peace, this pretension would not be set up, 
nor even thought of. Has Great-Britain then acquired in 
this respect by war, rights which she ha»notin peace ? And 
does she announce ta neutral nations, that unless they eon- 
sent to become the iustraments of this policy, their com- 
merce shall be annihilated, and their vessels shall be shut up 
in their own ports ? 

I might ask whether Fi'ench goods are admitted inta 
Great-Britain, even in peace, and if they are, whether it be 
of right, or by the consent and policy of the British gorern- 
ment ? 

That the property would be neutralized does not efFecC 
the question. If the United States have no right to carry 
their own proiluctions into Prance without the consent of 
the French government, how can they undertake to carry 
there those of Great-Britain ? In all cases it must depend 
on the interest and the will of the party. 

Nor isit material to what -extent, or by what powers, the 
trade of the continent is prohibited. If the powers who 
prohibit it, are at wa^r with Great-Britain, the prohibition is 
a necessary consequence of that state. It' at peace, it is their 
own act ; and whether it be voluntary, or compulsive, they 
alone are answerable for it. If the act betaken at the in- 
Ktigation and under the influence of France, the most that eaa 
be said, is, that it justihes reprisal against them, by a similar 
measure. On no principle whatever can it be said to give 
any sanction to the conduct ol* Greut-Britaiu towards neu- 
tral nations. 

The United States can- have no objection to the employ- 
ment of their commercial capital in the supi>ly of France, 
and of tlie continent generally, with manufactures, and to 
comprise in the supply those of GreaV-BvvU\v\) ^it^'^v^^ 
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those powers will consent to it. But they cannot andertake to 
force such supphes on France or on any other power, in 
compliance with the claim of the British government, on 
principles incompatible with the rights of every indepen- 
dent nation, and they will not demand in favor of another 
power, what they cannot claim for themselves. 

All that Great-Britain could with reason complain of, 
was the inhibition by the French Decrees, of the lawful 
trade of neutrals, with the British dominions. A^ soon as 
that inhibition ceased, her inhibition of our trade with 
France ought in like manner to have ceased. Having 
pledged herself to proceed pari passu with France, in the 
revocation of their respective acts, violating neutral rights^ 
it has afforded just cause of complaint, and even of.aston- 
ishmer^t, to the United States, that the British government 
should have sanctioned the seizure and condemnation of 
American vessels under the Orders in Council after the re- 
vocation of the French Decrees, was announced, and even 
in the very moment when your mission, avowed to be con- 
ciliatory, was to have its effect 

i will only add that had it appeared tinally, that France 
had failed to perform her engagements, it might at least 
have been expected, that Great-Britain would not have mo- 
lested such of the vessels of the United States as might be 
entering the poits of France, on the faith of both govern- 
qients, till that failure was clearly proved. 

To many insinuations in your letter I make no reply, be- 
cause they sufficiently suggest the only one that would be 
proper. 

If it were necessary to dwell on the impartiality which 
has been observed by the United States towards the two bel- 
ligerents, I might ask, whether if Gieat-Britain had accept- 
ed the condition which was offered equally to her and 
France, by the act of May 1st, 1810, and France had re- 
jected it, there is cause to doubt that the non-importation act 
would have been carried into effect against France ? No 
such doubt can possibly exist, because in a former instance, 
when thi^ government, trusting to a fulfilment by yours, of 
an arrangement which put an end to a non*intercourse with 
Great-Britain, the non-intercourse was continued against 
France, who had not then repealed her Decrees, as it was 
not doubted JBng^land had done. Has it not been repeat- 
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^fedly declared to your government, that if Great-Britaia 
Would revoke her Orders in Council, the President would 
iminediately cause the non-importation to cease ? You well 
know that the same declaration has often been made to 
yourself, and that nothing more is wanting to the removal 
of the existmg obstructions to the commerce between the 
Iwo countries, than a satisfactory assurance, which will be 
received with pleasure from yourself, that the Orders ia 
Council are at an end 

By the remark in your letter of the 3d of July, that the 
blockade of May, 18(>6, had been included in the more 
comprehensive system of the Orders in Council of the follow- 
ing year, and that, if that blockade should be continued in 
force after the repeal of the Orders in Council, it would be 
inconsequence of the special application of a sufficient na« 
val force, I could not but infer your idea to be, that the re- 
peal of the Orders in Council would necessarily involve the 
repeal of the blockade of May. I was the more readily 
induced to make this inference, from the consideration that 
if the blockade was not revoked by the repeal of the Orders 
in Council, there would be no necessity for giving notice 
that it would bgQ continued ; as by the further consideration, 
that according to the decision of your court of admiralty, a 
blockade instituted by proclamation does not cease by the 
removal of the force applied to it, nor without a formal no- 
tice by the government to that effect. 

It is not, however, wished to discuss any question relative 
to the mode by which that blockade may be terminated. 
Its actual termination is the material object for considera* 
tion. 

It is easy to shew, and it has already been abundantly 
shown, that the blockade of May, 1806, is inconsistent on 
any view that may be taken of it with the law of nations. 
|t is also easy to show that, as now expounded, it was 
equally inconsistent with the sense of your government, 
when the order was issued ; and this change is a sufficient 
reply to the remarks which you have applied to me person- 
ally. 

If you will examine the order, you will find that it is 
strictly, little more than a blockade of the coast from the 
Seme to Ostend. There is an express reservation in it in 
favor of neutrals to any part of the coast b^Vweew "Bx^A ^vA 

7 
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the Seine, and between Ostend and the Elbe. iVeutVaf) 
powers are permitted by it to take from their own (lorts 
every kind of produce without distinction as to its orig'ni J 
and to carry it to the continent under that limitation, and 
with the exception only of cor'tradatid of war, and enemy's 
property, and to brins: thence to their own ports in return, 
whatever articles they think fit. W hy were coatraband of 
war and enemy's property excepted, if a commerce even in 
those articles would not otherwise have been permitted un-^ 
der the reservation ? No order was necessary to subject 
them to seizure. They were liable to it according to tho' 
faw of nations, as asserted by Great-Britain. 

Why then did the British government institute a block* 
ade, which with respect to neutrals was not rigorous, as to 
the greater part of the coast comprised in it ? K you will 
look to the state of things which ti<en existed between the* 
United States and Creat-Britain, you wdl lind the aiiswen- 
A controversy had taken plaee oetween our governments 
on a different topic, which was still pending. The British 
government had interfered with the trade between France 
and her allies in the produce of their colonies. The just 
claim of the United States was then a subject of negotia^ 
tion ; and your government professiug its willingness to' 
make a satisfactory arrangement of it, issued the Order 
which allowed the trade, without making any concession 
as to the principle,, reserving that for adjustment by treaty. 
It wais in this light that I viewed, and in this sense thai t 
represented that order to my government ; and in no other 
did I make any comment on it. 

When you reflect that this order by allowing the tradd 
of netitrak,in colonial productions, to all that portion of the* 
^oast which was not rigorously blockaded, afforded to the 
United States an accommodation in a principal point tlien 
at issue between our governments, and of which their citi- 
zens exteni^vely availed themselves that that trade and the 
Juestion of blockade, and every other question in which the 
Jnited States and 6 reat- Britain were interested, were then 
in a train of amicable negotiation, you will, I think, see the 
cause why the minister who then represented the United. 
States with the British government, did not make a formal 
complaint against it. You have appealed to me, who hap-^ 
j^eaed to he tfaat minister, and urged my silence as an evi* 



filSTOHV OV THS VTAJBU H 

ikence of my approbatiou of, or at least ai^quieste in the 
%lockade.-^An explanalion of the cause of that supposed 
jiilence is not less due to mvselt^ than to the true character 
of the transaction. With the minister with whom I bad the 
iionor to treat, I may add, that an official formal complaint 
was not likely to be resorted to, because friendly coromuni- 
<:ations wore invited and preferred. The want of such a 
document is no proof that the measure was approved by 
ine, or that no complaint was made, in recalling to my 
mind, as this incident naturally does, the manly character 
of that distinguished imd illustrious statesman, and the con* 
fidence with which he inspired all those with whom he had 
to treaty I shall be permitted to express as a slight tribute of 
respect to his memory, the very high consideration in which 
I have always held his great talents and virtues. 

The United btates have not, nor can they approve the 
Mockade ef an extensive coast. Nothing certainly can be 
infered from any thing that has passed relative to the block* 
ade of May, 1806, to countenance such an inference. 

It is seen with satisfaction that you still admit that the 
tipplication of an adequate force is necessary to give a 
blockade a legal character, and that it will lose that char- 
acter, whenever that adequate force ceases to be applied. 
As it cannot be alledged that the application of any such 
adequate force has been continued, and actually exists in the 
case of the blockade of May, 1806, it would seem to be a 
iair inference, tliat the repeal of the Orders in Council will 
-leave no insuperable difficulty with respect to it. To sup- 
pose the contrary, would be to suppose that the Orders in 
'vouncil, said to include that blockade, resting themselves 
on a principle of retaliation only, and not sustained by the 
application of an adequate force, would have the effect of 
sustaining a blockade admitted to require the application of 
an adequate force, until such adequate force should actually 
'take the place of the Orders in Council. Whenever any 
•blockade is instituted, it will be a subject for consideration, 
- and if the blockade be in conformity to the law of nations, 
'there will be no disposition in this government to contest it. 

I have the honor to be,&c* 

JAMES MONROE. 
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Mr. Foster to Mr. Monree. 

Washington, October 22, 1811. 

SIR — I had the honor to receive your letter of the 17tU 
inst. together with its three enclosures, on the road between 
Baltimore and this city ; I had that of receiving at the i^me 
time, your letter dated October 1, in answer to mine of the 
26th of last July. 

Not having had anj despatches from his majesty's gov- 
ernment lately, I have not as yet received the copy of the 
recent communication from Paris in regard to the supposed 
repeal of the French Decrees, which the charge d'atfairs of 
the United States at London has intimated to you, that be 
understood the Marquis Wellesley intended to transmit to 
me, and which I conclude is the same as that contained in 
the letter of Mr. Russell, the American charge d'affairs iu 
France. I am however in daily expectation of the arrival 
of his majesty's packet boat, when it will in all probability 
reach me, and when if I should receive any fresh instruc- 
tions in consequence I will not fail immediately to acquaint 
you. In the meanwhile, however, I beg you will permit 
ine to make some remarks in reply to your letter of Octo^- 
ber 1, being extremely anxious to do away the impression 
which you seem to have received relative to the<lemand I 
liad made for the repeal of the don-importation act of th^ 
present year. 

It is, 1 assure you, sir, with great regret that I find you 
consider that demand as involving in any degree proposi- 
tions tending to degrade your nation. Such an idea cer- 
tainly never existed with his majesty's government, nor 
would it be compatible with the friendly sentiments enter* 
tamed by them, for the United States ; neither could I have 
suffered myself to be the channel of conveying a demand 
-which I thought had such a tendency* — However yoq view 
the demand made on the part of Great-Britain, I can safely 
jsay thht it was made in consequence of itsi appearing to his 
majesty's government on strong evidence that the chief of 
the French nation had really deceived Aiperica as to the 
repeal of his Decrees, and in the hopes that the United 
States* government would therefore see the j.ustice of repla- 
cing this country on itsi former footing of amicable rela- 
tions with England, nothing appearing to be more natural 
tjban such sin expectation, which seemed a necessary conse-i 
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quenceof the disposition expressed by America to maintain 
her neutrality 9 and desirable m every other point of view. I 
connot indeed brin^ myself to think, sir, that your candor 
would allow you, on a consideration, to put any other con- 
struction on the matter, and had my arguments had suffi* 
cient weight with you in shewing that the French Decrees 
were stilt in force, I cannot doubt but you would have 
-agreed with me in the conclusion I drew — it would seem 
therefore only owing to your not viewing the deceitful con* 
duct of the French govern tiient in the same light that it ap- 
pears to his majesty's government, that a difference of 
opinion exists between us as to the proposal I made, which 
Hnder the conviction enteilained by them was, surely a very 
just and natural one. 

From the earnest desire of vindicating myself and my 
government from the charge of making any degrading or 
unjust demands on that of America, I have taken the liber- 
ty to trouble you so far and I will now proceed to shew 
why I thought you had misundeirstood' the passage of my 
letter which related to the extent in which the repeal of the 
French Decrees was required by Great-Britain. In the ex- 
planation which you desired on this point I gave you that 
which the Marquis Wellesley gave Mr. Finkney in answer 
to his letter of August 25, 1810, and I beg to refer you to 
the message of the President of the United States on the 
opening of Congress m December, 1810, for a proof that 
the demand of Qreat-Britain in the extent in which I have 
stated it was known to your government several months 
ago— how was I therefore to suppose in the term innova- 
tions, as applied to the explanation given by me, that you 
could mean otherwise than some really new pretension on 
the part of Great-Britain such as that France should suffer 
British property to be carried into her ports for the purpo- 
ses of trade? If the warmth I was betrayed into in endeav- 
oring to refute a supposed imputation of this sort gave any 
offence, I sincerely regret it, and [ will beg permission here 
to say, sir, that if unconsciously 1 have by any of my remarks 
led you to suppose they conveyed any improper insinuations, 
as one paragraph of your letter would appear to imply, I 
am most unfeignedly sorry for it, as I entertain the high- 
est respect for you, personally, and for your government ; 
ftrid could only have meant what I wrote in tUe v^^^ oi ^\* 
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guimnt, or for the purpose of contrasting the proceedingis 
of France in her conduct towards the United States with 
that of Great-Britain. 

In reverting to the extraordinary and unprecedented sit- 
uation of things Ihat has arisen out of the war in £urope it 
would seem needless to repeat the evidence there is that the 
lawless and unbounded ambition of the ruler of France has 
been the origin of it, and it cannot foe a secret to the Unit* 
ed States' government that his plan has been and avowedly 
continues to be, not to scruple at tlie violation of any law, 
provided he can thereby overthrow tlie aiaritime power of 
llngland. Is it not therefore reasonable in Great-Britain 
to distrust an ambiguous declaration of his havin^^ sudden- 
ly given ^p any part of a system which bethought calculate 
ed to produce such an effect ? You say however that the 
Decrees of Berlin and Milan are revoked. America, as 
not being at war, and therefore not seeing so clearly into 
the views of France, may be less scrupulous as to the e vi* 
dence necessary to prove the fact — but sir, it sarely cannot 
be expected that Great-Britain, who is contenduig for evo 
ery thing thatr is dear to her, should not require more prqof 
on a point so material to her. It is undoubtly a very desi- 
rable thing for the United States to have a free and unre* 
stricted trade with both belligerents, but the essential se^ 
tcurity and most important interests of Amercia are not in-» 
Tolved in the question as are those of Great-Britain. France 
bas levelled a blow which she hopes will prove deadly to 
the resources of G. Britain, and before the British govern- 
ment can with safety give up the measures of deduce in 
consequence adopted by them^ very strong proof must 
exist of the cessation by France of her novel and unprece- 
dented measures, 

I confess, sir, with the sinoerest disposition, to discover on 
the part of the ruler of France, a return to the long^sta- 
blished practice of warfare as exercised in civilized Europe^ 
I have been unable to succeed ; and if the French govern- 
ment had really meant to withdraw their obnoxious De- 
crees, it is inconceivable, why, instead of allowing their in- 
tentions to be guessed at, or infered, they should not openly 
and in plain language have declared so ; the Decrees them-, 
selves, having been clearly enough announced on their 
enactment, why should not their revocation be equally ex* 
plJcjt ? 
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)f hawever, namerouiEr declarations have been made 
6n the part of France, of the continued existence of the De- 
drees and captures made under them of neutral ships have 
occurred, a few of the American vessels seized since No- 
vember 1, have been restored, and the foregoing, a very 
small* part of his plunder, is desired by Bonaparte to be con- 
sidered as a proof of the sincerity of his revocation by 
America ; but it must be recollected, that besides the ob* 
ject of ruining the British resources by his own unauthor- 
ized regulations^ he has also that of endeavoring to obtain 
the aid of the United States for the same purpose, and here- 
in you will^ as I had the honor to remark in a former letter^ 
he able to observe the cause of the apparently contradicto-^ 
ry language held both by himself and his ministers* 

I shall be extremely happy, to receive from you, sir, the 
informati£>n that in a frank and unambiguous manner the 
chief of the French government had revoked his Decrees* 
Why he should not do so is inexplicable if he means to re-* 
vert to the ordinary rules of war, but while he exercises such 
despotic sway wherever his influence extends^ to ruin ther 
resources of Etiglatid, it cannot be expected that Great-^ 
Britain shall not use the means she possesses for the purpose 
of making him feel the pressure of his own system. Tliere^ 
is every reason to believe, that ere long the effects on the 
enemies of Great-Britain will be such^as irresistibly to pro-* 
duee a change which will place commerce on its former 
basis. In the mean time, sir, I hope you will not think it 
extraordinary, if I should contend that the seizure of Ameri- 
can ships by France,, since November 1, and the positive 
and unq^uuhiied declarations of the French government, are 
stronger proofs of the continued existence of the French 
Pecrees and the bad faith of the ruler of France, than the 
restoration of five or six vessels, too palpably given up for 
fallacious purposes, or in testimony of his satisfaction at the 
attitude taken by America, is a proof of their revocation, 
or of his return to the principles of justice. 

I will only repeat, sir,, in answer to your observations, ou 
the late condemnation of the ships taken under his majes- 
ty's Orders in Council^ what I have already had the honor 
to state to you, that the delay which took place in their con- 
demnation was not in consequence of any doubt existing iu 
lu^ majesty's government, as to whether the. FreuctiDecc^^ 
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were revoked, as you seem to iro'igiDe, but in consequence 
of its being thought that the American government u^)on its 
appearing that they were deceived by France, would have, 
ceased their injurious measures against the British com- 
merce. A coBsiderable time elapsed before the decision 
took place on those ships, and there is no doubt, but that 
had the U. States* government not persisted in the unfriend- 
ly attitude towards G. Britain on discovering the ill faith 
^i France, a spirit of conciliation in his majesty's govern- 
ment would have caused their release. 

In reply to your observations on the pretensions of G. 
Britain, relative to the revocation of the French Decrees, I 
beg to repeat that the sum of the demand made by England 
is, that France should follow the established laws of warfare 
as practised in former wars in Europe. Her ruler by his 
Decrees of Berlin and Milan, declared himself 410 longer 
bound by them ; he has openly renounced them in his vio- 
lent efforts to ruin the resources of G. Britain, and has 
trampled on the rights of independent nations to effect his 
purpose. If the French government make use of means of 
unprecedented violence to prevent the intercourse of Eng- 
land with unoffending neutrals, can it be expected that Eng- 
land should tamely suffer the establishment of such a novel 
system of war vvithout retaliation, and endeavoring in her 
turn to prevent the French from enjoying the advantages 
€f which she is unlawfully deprived ? 

Having explained already the situation in which the ques- 
tion of the blockade of May, 1806, rests, according to the 
views of his majesty's government, and the desire of G. 
Britain to conduct her system of blockade according to the 
laws of nations, I will only advert to it on this occasion, for 
the purpose of taking the liberty of acknowledging to you, 
the very great pleasure I received from the highly honora- 
ble mark of respect, which you have taken the occasion to 
express for the illustrious statesman from whose counsels 
fhat measure emanated. 

I need not repeat to you, sir, what sincere satisfaction it 
would give me, if without the sacrifice of the essential rights 
and interests of G. Britain, all the points in discussion be- 
tween our two countries could be finally adjusted. 

I have the honor to be, s^c. 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 
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Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 

, DjBPAKTJMENT OF STATfc, Oct. 29, 1811. 

sill — I have bad the honur to receive your letter of ths 
522cl of this month, and to lay it before the President. 

The assurance which you have given of your disposition 
to reciprocate, in our coinmunicatious on the important sub- 
jects depending between our governments, the respectful 
attention which each has a right to claim, and that no de- 

{)arture from it was intended in your letter of the 26th July, 
las been received with the satisfaction due to the frank and 
conciliatory spirit in which it w«is tiiade. 

I learn, however, with much regret, that you have re-, 
ceived no instructions from your government, founded on 
the new proof of the revocation of the Berlin and Milaoi 
Decrees, which was communicated to the Marquis of Wd- 
lesley, by the American charge d' affairs atLondon^ina 
document of which I had the honor to transmit to you a 
copy. It might fairly have been presumed, as I have before 
observed, that the evidence afforded by that document, of 
the complete revocation of those Decrees, so far as they in- 
terfered with the conmierce of the U. Stated with tlie British 
dominions, would have been followed by an immediate 
repeal of the Orders in Council, t^rom the reply of the 
Marquis of Wetlesley, it was at least to have been expected 
that no time had been lost in transmitting that document to 
you, and that the instructions accompanying it, would have 
manifested a change in the sentiments of youc government 
on the subject. The regret, therefore, cannot but be iocrea^> 
ed in findingthatthe communication, which Ihad the honor 
to make to you, has not even hud the effect of suspending 
your efforts to vindicate the j)erseverance of your govern- 
ment in enforcing tliose Orders. 

I regret also to observe, ijmt the light iu which you have 
\iewed this document, and the renmrks wliich you have 
made on the subject, generally, seems to preclude any other 
view of the conditions on which those Orders are tp b^ re- 
voked, than those that were furnished by }our former com- 
mumcations. You stilt adhere to tae pretension that the 
productions and manufactm'es of G. Britain, when neu- 
tralized, must be admitted into the ports of your enemies. 
This pretension, however vague the language l\ex^V.^Wt^ 
held b^ j^oiirg-over/imeot, particular\>f bj IW ^Vmoj^'^ ^*^ 
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Wellesley, in kis commiinications with Mr. Pinkiiey, on the 
subject, was never understood to have been embraced. 
Nolbingy indeed, short of the spectiiic declarations which 
you have made, would have tndnced a belief that such was 
the case. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 



iP/r. Fostei* to Mr. Monroe. 

Washit^gton, Oct. 31st, 1811. 

SIR — I did not reply at length to the observations con- 
tained in your letter of the Istinst. on the pretensions of G. 
Britain as relative to the French system, because jou seemed 
to me to have argued as if but a part ^f the 8)8tem continu- 
ed, and even that part had ceased to be considered as a 
measure of war against G. Britain. For me to have allowed 
this, would have been at once to allow in the face of facts, 
that the Decrees of France were repealed, and that her un- 
piecedented measures, avowedly pursued in defiance of the 
laws of nations, were become mere ordinary regulations of 
trade. I therefore thought lit to confine my answer to your 
remarks, to a general statement of the sum of the demands 
of G. Britain, which was, that France should by effectually 
revoking her Decrees, revert to the usual method of carry- 
ing on war as practised in civMized Europe. 

The pretensions of Fnrnce to prohibit all commerce in 
articles of British origin, m every part of the continent, is 
one among the many violent innovations which are con- 
tained in the Decrees, and which are preceded by the de- 
claration of their being founded on a determination of the 
ruler of France, as he himself avowed, to revert to the prin- 
ciples which characterised the barbarism of the dark ag^s, 
and to forget all ideas of justice, and even the common feel- 
ings of humanity, in the new method of carrying on war 
adopted by him. 

It is not, however, a question with G. Britain of mere com- 
mercial interest, as you seem to suppose, which is involved 
in the attempt by Bonaparte to blockade her both by sea 
and land, but one of the feeling, and of national honor, con- 
tending as we do against the principles which he professes in 
Ai's new system of warfare. It is impossible for us to submit 
to the doctrine that he has a ngVillo cv^TXvp^V \.\\e whole con- 
twent to bre-dk oif all inlercouvse N?il\i\3^»wv\Xo^Yifcx\^\v 
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vessels belonginff to neutral nations upon the sole plea of 
their having visited an English port, or of their being laden 
vith articles of British or colonial produce, in whatsoever 
manner acquired. 

This pretension^ however, is but apart of that system, 
the whole of which, under our construction of the letter of 
M. Champagny, of August 5, 1810, corroborated by many 
subsequent declarations of the French government, and not 
invalidated by any unequivocal declaration of k contrary 
tenor, must be considered as still in full force. 

In the communication which you lately transmitted to 
me, I am sorry to repeat, that I was unable to discover any 
i^cts which satisfactorily proved that the Decrees had been 
actually repealed, and I have already repeatedly stated the 
reasons which too probably led to the restoration of a few 
pf the American ships taken in pursuance of the Berlin and 
Milan Decrees after November 1. Mr. Russell does not 
seem to deny that the Decrees may still be kept in force, 
only he thinks they have assumed a municipal character ; 
but in M. Champagny*s declaration, ambiguous as it was, 
there is no such division of them into two diiferent charac- 
ters; for if the contingency required by the French Minis- 
ter took place, the Berlin and iVIilan Decrees were to cease, 
according to his expression, without any qualification. If, 
therefore, a part of ihem remain, or be revived again, as 
seems to be allowed even here, why may not the whole be 
fequally so ? Where proof can be obtained of their existence, 
"we have it, namely, in the ports of France, in which vessels 
have been avowedly seized under their operation since No* 
vember 1. Of their maritime existence we cannot so easily 
obtain evidence, because of tlie few French ships of war 
M^hich venture to leave their harbors. Who can doubt, 
however, that had tlie ruler of France a navy at his com- 
mand, equal to the enforcing of his violent Decrees, he 
ivould soon show that part of them to be no dead letter. 
The principle is not the less obnoxious because it is froqi 
necessity almost dormant for the moment, nor ought it there- 
fore to be less an object to be strenuously resisted. 

Allow me, sir, here to express my sincere regret, that I 
have not as yet been able to convince you, by what I can- 
not but consider the strongest evidence, of the continued 
existence of the French Decrees, and consequently of the 
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unfriendly policy of your government inenforcinnr \\iq non- 
importation against usy and opening the trade with our en* 
emies. His royal higness will, I aui convinced, learn with 
unfeigned sorrow, that $iich continues to tje still the deter- 
mination of America, and whatever restrictions on the comr 
merce, enjoyed by America in his majesty's dominions, 
may ensqe on the part of G. Britain, as retaliatory on the re- 
fas^il by your government to admit the productions of G» 
Britain while they open their harbors to those pf his majes- 
ty's enemies, they will, I am persuaded, be adopted with 
sincere pain, and with pleasure relinquished whenever this 
country shall resume her neutral position and impartial aW 
titude between the two belligerents. . 
I have the honor to be, &c, 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 



CHAPTER II. 

MESSAGE, 

Jo the Senate and House of Representatives of the U. States. 

I communicate to Congress copies of a correspondence 
between the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipor 
tentiary of G. Britain and the Secretary of State, relative to 
the aggression committed by a British ship of war on the 
U. Slates;' frigate Chesapeake, by which it will be seen that 
the subject of difference between the two countries, is ter- 
ininated by an offer of reparation which has been acceded to. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Washington, November 13, 1811. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe, 

Washington, October 30, 1811. 
SIR — I had already the lionor to mention to you ths\t I 
'Came to this country furnished with instructions from his 
royal highness the prince regent, in the name and on behalf 
of his majesty^ for the purpose of proceeding to a final ad- 
justment of tne differences which have arisen between G. 
Britain and the U. States of America in the affair of the 
Chesapeake Frigate; and I had also that of acquainting 
you rhtii tfre necessity under which I found myself of suspeu- 
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ijiiig the executing; of those instructions in conseqnence of 
my not having perceived tliat any stens whatever were ta- 
ker) by tjie American government to clear up the circmii- 
stance of an event which threatened so materially to inter- 
rupt the harmony subs>istin^ between our two countries, as 
that which occurred in the month of last May, between the 
U. States' ship President and his majesty's ship Little Belt, 
when every evidence before his majesty's government 
seemed to shew that a most evident and wanton outrage 
had been committed on a British ship of war by un Ameri* 
can Comm»)dore. 

A Court of Enquiry, however, as you informed me in 
your letter of the 11th inst. has since been held by order of 
the President of theU. States on the conduct of Commo- 
dore Rodgers, and this preliminary to further discussion on 
the subject being all that I asked in the first instance as diie 
to the friendship subsisting between the two States, I have 
now the honor to acquaint you that I am ready to proceed 
in the truest spirit of conciliation to lay before you the terms 
of reparation which his royal highess has commanded me 
to propose to the U. States' government, and only wait to 
know when it will suit your convenience to enter upon tho 
discussion. I have the honor to be, &c. 

AUG. J. FOSTER. 



JUr, Monroe to 3Tr. Foster. 
Depakt3ient of State, Oct. 31, 1811. 

SIR — I have jusl had the honor to receive your letterof 
the 30th of this month. 

I am glad to find that tlie communication which I had 
the honor to make to you on the 11th inst. relative to the 
Court of Enpuiry, which was the subject of it, is viewed bj 
you in the favorable light which you have stated. 

Although I regret that the propositipn which you now 
make in consequence of that communicatipn, has been de« 
layed to the present moment, I am ready to receive the 
terms of it whenever you may think proper to eoiiimunicatc 
them. Permit me to add, that the pleasure of finding them 
satisfactory, w .ii be duly augmented, if they should be intro- 
ductory to the removal of ALL the differences depending 
between our two countries, the hope of which is so little en- 
(K)urBged by your past correspondence. A \irii8\je<^t <^?, 
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8UC6 a result, will be embraced, on my part, witli a spirit of 
oonciliaiion, equal to that which has been expressed by you. 
1 have the honor to be, &c, 

JAMES MONROE. 



Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, Nov. 1st, 1811. 

SIR — ^In pursuance of the orders which I have received 
from his royal hig^hness, the prince regent, ii& the name and 
on the behalf of his majesty, for the purpose of proceeding 
to a final adjustment of the differences which have arisv^u 
between G. 13ritain and tlie U« States, in the affair of the 
Chesapeake frigate, I have the honor to acquaint you — r 
First, that I am instructed to repeat to the American gov^ 
ernment the prompt disavowal made by his majesty, (and 
recited in Mr. Erskuie's note of April 17, 1809, to Mr. 
Smith,) on bemg apprised of the unaulhorized act of the 
officer in command of his naval forces on the coast of Ame- 
rica, whose recall from an highly important and honorable 
command, immediately ensued, as a mark of his majesty '$ 
disapprobation. 

Secondly, that 1 am authorised to offer, in addition to 
that disavowal, on the part of his royal highness, the imme- 
diate restoration, as far as circumstances will admit, of the 
men who in consequence of admiral Berkley's orders, werq 
forcibly taken out of the Chesapeake, to the vessel from 
which they were taken ; or if that ship should be no longer 
in commission, to such sea-port of the U. States as the 
American government may name for the puspose. 

Thirdly, that 1 am also authorised to offer to the Ameri- 
can government a suitable pecuniary provision for the suf- 
ferers in consequence of the attack on the Chesapeake, in- 
cluding the families of those seamen who unfortunately fell 
in action, and of the wounded survivors. 

These honorable propositions, lean assure you, sir, are 
made with the sincere desire that they may prove satisfac- 
tory to the government of the U. States, and 1 trust they 
will meet with thatamicable reception which their concilia- 
tory nature entitles them to. I need scarcely add how cor- 
dially I join with you in the wish that they might prove in- 
troductory to a removal of all the differences depending be* 
tween our two countries. I have the honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS 3- FOSTER. 
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Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 

Washington Not. 12, 181 L 

SIR — I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
1st November, and to lay it before the President. 

It is much to be regretted that the reparation due for such 
ati afi^gression as that committed on the U. States Frigate, 
the Chesapeake, should have been so long delayed ; nor 
could the translation of the offending officer from one com-« 
mand to another, be regarded as constituting a part of a re- 
paration otherwise satisfactory ; considering, however, the 
existing circumstances of the case, and the early and ami- 
cable attention paid to it by his royal highness the prince 
regent, the President accedes to the proposition contained 
in your letter, and in so doing, your government will, I am 
persuaded, see a proof of the conciliatory disposition by 
Mrhich thePresident has been actuated. 

The officer commanding the Chesapeake, now lying in 
the harbor of Boston, will be instructed to receive the men 
who are to be restored to that ship. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 



MESSAGE, 
Totfie Senate and House of Representatives of the U. Slates. 

I communicate to Congress a letter from the Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of G. Britain, to 
the Secretary of State, with the answer of the latter. 

The continued evidence, afforded in this correspondence, 
of the hostile policy of the British government against our 
national rights, strengthens the considerations recommend- 
ing and urgiug the preparation of adequate means for main- 
taining them. 

JAMES MADISON. 
Washington J Jan. 16, 1812. 



Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, Dec. 17, 1811. 
SIR — I did not mean to have written to you at this mo- 
ment on the subject of our late correspondence, but that I 
have had the mortification to perceive statements, circulated 
from highly respectable sources, which give a vievr ot Uxe. 
^xeiemioiin of G. Bi'itain relative lo l\\% V . ^V^V^ tv^>* ^^^ 
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ranted by any of the letters which I had the honor to au-^' 
dres8 to you, and which, at a time when discussions are 
continuing so important to the two countries^ might, if left 
vnrectifiedy produce an efiect highly to be lamented by 
both the American and British governments, in as much as 
by creating unnec^essary irritation, they might throw obsta- 
cles in the way of a restoration of a friendly understanding 
between them. 

I find it asserted) in tlie statement referred to, that I 
have, in the name of my government, demanded that the 
U. States' gover^iment should pass a law for the introduc- 
tion of British goods into the American ports, and also that 
thelJ. States sliould undertake to force France to receive 
into her harbors British manufactures^ 

I beg permission, sir, to declare that neither of these de« 
mands have been made by me, and that my meaning must 
not have been understood, if such was conceived to have 
been its import. I could not have demanded the passage 
of such a law as above stated^ because my government 
does not pretend to interfere with the internal government 
of a friendly power, nor did I mean to demand that Ameri- 
ca should force France to receive our manufactures. 

All I meant to say, was, that the admission of French 
commerce, while that of England has )yeen excluded from 
the U. States' ports, was regarded by G. Britain ;is highly 
unfriendly in America, and that a contiiuiation of such 
policy would be retaliated upon by G« Britain with similar 
restrictions on her part, which was so far merely an oft'ering 
of like for like. But while the American non-importation 
act excludes Ikitish trade from the U. Slates' ports, it must 
be recollected that it goes still further and excludes also 
British armed ships from American ports, while it admits 
those of the enemies of G.Britain. * A neutral nation is 
responsible for the equality of its rules of conduct towards 
the belligerent powers ;' (to use the words of an American 
Secretary of State in the year 1796,) and therefore that pail 
of the law which establishes an inequality was justly an ob- 
ject of more serious complaint on the part of G.Britain. 
You are aware, sir, of the advantage which his majest}'s 
enemies have derived from this state of inequality, which en* 
ables them, though possessing no port in this hemisphere:, 
continually to prey on the trade o^ \\\* wajesty's subjects, 
recurc of a refuge for their crmxexa awA VW\t \4Vvifes. 
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The prohibition of entry to his majesty's ships under 
these circumstances nnght perhaps justify G. Britain in as- 
serting, that whatever reason she. may have for repealing or 
modifying her Orders in Councii, so as to lessen, or entirely 
remove the pressure now unavoidably laid on the trade of 
America, as a neutral nation, she might yet refuse to enter 
into miy discussion on that subject with the U. States, un- 
til either by the revocation of the prohibition above stated, 
or the placing all the belligerents under the same prohibi- 
tion, America should cease to violate the duties of a neutral 
nation. 

With Inspect, however, to the supposed demand that 
America should force the entry of British manufactures 
into France, it is most pailicularly necessary that I should 
explain myself, as a total ndtisconception appears to have 
taken place upon this ponit. The question of retaliation 
on the French Decrees, is directly one between England 
and France. lu consequence of the extraordinary block- 
ade of Engla;id» we liave ui our delence been obliged to 
blockade France, and prohibit all trade in French articles^ 
ill return for the prohibition by France of all trade in English 
articles. This measure of retaliation, it is wished, should 
operate on France alone, but irom the trade carried oa 
with France by America, it unavoidably operates also on 
her ; it is a measure to destroy the French trade in return 
for the similar measure of France on which it is retaliatory, 
and its acting on neutrals is an incidental effect of it, conse- 
quent upon the' submission of neutrals to the original meas- 
ures of the enemy against G. Britain. It is indeed melan- 
choly that the unnatural situation of Europe should produce 
such a result, but I cannot see how this can be considered 
as war on American commerce, when all other American 
trade but that which is carried on with our.^uemy's ports 
ill detiance of a blockade authorized by the laws of retalia- 
tion is unaffected by it. We complain that America does 
not resist the regulations of the Berlin and Milan Decrees, 
and object to permitting the French to trade with her dur- 
ing their continuance against the commerce of England ; 
but this is not exacting, as has been represented, that Ame- 
rica should force British manufactures into France ; it is 
pursuing only a just course of retaliation on our enemy. 
If America wishes to trade with France, \i IP tewOck ^wsv- 

9 
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merce is of imperial. ct- to lier — we expect she shonid exact 
of France to tnuJe with I er as she his a right to i\< ma^id in 
her quail! \ of nf utr«l ; but if she does not choose to exer- 
cise this right, all we ask is, that she should abstain from 
lending: her a^^sistanre to the trade of France, and not allow 
her commerce to be a medium of undermining the re>our- 
cesof 4i. Britain. 

I ha rethought it necessary thus to endeavor to set these 
two points in their true lii^ht : the repeal of the law was ask- 
ed, as being an unfriei;dly measuris partial in its operation 
against G. Britain^ and a prospect of retaliation was held 
out on its commercial operation, if continued. This is no 
demand on the U. States to admit British manufactures; 
they are at liberty to continue that law, only as it is of an 
Uhtriendlv nature, some restriction of a similar kind was to 
be expected from England ; and with respect to the alledg- 
ed demand for forcing Br.tish goods^ the property of neu- 
trals, into French ports, if the U. States are willing to ac- 
quiesce hi the regnlntionsof the French Decrees unlawfully 
affecting England through them, they cannot surely be sur- 
prised if we consider ourselves as at liberty to refuse per- 
mission to the French to profit by that acquiescence. 

I will now, sir, take the op[>ortunity of stating to you, 
that I have received trom his majesty's Secretary of State, 
the corres;;orvdence of which you did me ihe honor to trans- 
mit to me a copy, in your letter dated Oct 17. My govern- 
ment have not been able io see in it satisfiictory proof of the 
repeal of the French Decrees, and doubt whether the trade 
carried on by licences between Fratice and America, will 
not be regarded, even here, as proof of the continuation of 
them in their fullest extent, for if they were to any extent 
repealed, to that extent at least no licence should be neces- 
sary, a licence being given to allow what, but for that li- 
cence, would be prohibited. 

The continued absence hitherto of any instrument by 
which the repeal has been effiected, is a matter also of sur- 
prise, for if there were any fair dealing in the transaction, 
no reason can be given by France for not producing it ; it 
is very desirable that it should be produced, if such an in- 
strument be m existence, in order that we may know to 
irliat extent the Decrees have been repealed, if they really 
have been so in any respect. Mr« Rvit^sell however, does 
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not appear to have been in possession of it at the date of his 
letter of last July. It is indeed become particularly inter- 
esting', that we should see this instrument since the publi- 
cation of Mr. Russell's corresnondence with his own gov- 
ernment, by which it appears that really, and in fact, the 
French government did not release any American ships 
taken after November!, until they had become acquainted 
with the President's i)rocIamation, and that vessels have 
been taken so late as December 2J, in the direct voyage 
from this country to Londo j ; tor until a co|)y of sudi an in- 
strument is produced, it is impossible to know whetiter a ly 
^other trade is allowed by Fra;icetlian that between her own 
4ominion5 and the ports of the U. States. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER, 



Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 
Department of State, Jan. 14 1812. 

SIR — I have had the honor to rcctuve your letter of De- 
.cember 17th, and embrace the first moment that 1 could 
comraaiid, to make >the observations which it suggests. 

It would have afforded great satisfaction to the President, 
ito have found in the communication, some proof oi a dispo- 
sition in the British government to put an end to the differ- 
ences subsisting betweien our countries. — I am sorry to be 
obliged to state^ that it presents a new proof only of its de- 
termination to adhei'e to the policy^ to which they are im- 
putable. 

You complain that the import of your former letters has 
been misunderstood in two important cireumstances ; that 
you have been represented to have dema ded of the U. 
Slates, a law for the introduction of British goods into their 
ports, and that they should also undertake to force France 
to receive British manufactur^es into her harbors. 

YoQ stale that on the first point, it was your intention 
JOxAy to remonstrate against the non-importation act, as pai*- 
tial in its operation, and unfriendly to G. Britain, on which 
account its repeal was claimed, and to intimate that if it was 
persevered in, G. Bntain would be compelled to retaliate 
dOn the commerce or the U. States, by similar restrictioitson 
her part. Ad on the second point, that you intended only 
^o urge, that in consequence of the extraordinav^ bl^ck^^^^ 
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of England^ your government had been obliged to blockade 
France, and to prohibit all trade in Frenf h articles, in re- 
turn for the prohibition by France of all trade in English 
articles. 

It is sufficient to remark on the first point, that on vhaU 
ever ground the repeal of the non-importalion act is re- 
quiredy the United States are justified in adhering to it, by 
the refusal of the British government to repeal its Orders in 
Council ; and if a distinction is thus produced between G. 
Britain and the other belligerent, it must be referred to the 
difference in the conduct of the two parties. 

On the second point, I have to observe, that the explana- 
tion given cannot be satisfactory, because it does not meet 
the case now existing. F^-ance did, it is true, declare a 
blockade of England, against the tnide of the U. States, 
and prohibit all trade in English articles on the high seas, 
but this blockade and prohibition no longer exist.-r^ll is 
true also, that a part of those Decrees, did prohibit a trade 
in English articles, within her territorial jurisdiction ; but 
this prohibition violates no national rights, or neutral com- 
merce of the U. States. Still your blockade and prohibit 
tion are continued, in violation pf the national and neutral 
rights of the U. Stales, on a pretext of retaliation, which, if 
even applicable, could only be. applied to the former, and 
not to the latter intei diets : and it is required that France 
shall change her internal regulations against English trade, 
before England will change her external regulations against 
the trade of the IT. States. 

But you still insist that the French Decrees are unrevok- 
ed, and urge in proof of it, a fact drawn from Mr. Rus- 
sell's correspondence, that some American vessels liave 
been taken since the 1st of November, in their route to Eng- 
land. It is a satisfactory answer to this remark, that it ap- 
pears by the same correspondence, that every American 
vessel which bad been taken in that trade, the seizure of 
i^hich rested on the Berlin and Milan Decrees only, were, 
as soon as that fact was ascertained, delivered up to their 
owners. Might there not be other ground also, on which 
seizures might be made ? G. Britain claims a right to sei/.e 
for other causes, and all nations admit it in the cas^of con- 
traband of war. If by the law of nations, one belligerent 
has a right to seize neutral property in any case, the othei* 
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"belligerent has the same right. Nor ought I to overlook that 
the practice of counterfeiting American papers in England, 
M^hich is well known to the continent, has by impairing the 
faith due to American documents, done to the U. States 
essential injury. Against this practice the minister of the 
U.^ States at London, as will appear by reference to his 
letter to the Marquis Wellesley of the 3d of May, 1810, 
made a formal representation, in pursuance of instructions 
from his government, with an offer of every information 
possessed by him, which might contribute to detect and 
iiuppress it. It is painful to add that this communication 
was entirely disregarded. That G. Britain should com- 
plain of acts in France, to which by her neglect, she was 
instrnraental, and draw from them proof in support of her 
Orders in Council, ought certainly not to have been expected. 
You remark also, that the practice of the French gov- 
ernment to grant licences' to certain American vessels, en- 
gaged in the trade between the U. States and France, is an 
iadditional proot that the French Decrees still operate m 
their fullest extent. On what principle this inference is 
drawn from that fact it is impossible for me to conceive. 
It was not the object of the Berhn and Milan Decrees to 
prohibit the trade between the U. States and France. 
They were meant to prohibit the trade of the U. States with 
G. Britain, which violated our neutral rights, and to pro- 
hibit the trade of G. Britain with the continent, with which 
■the U. States have nothing to do. If the object had been 
to prohibit the trade between the U. States and Frai.ce, G. 
Britain could never have found in them any pretext for 
complaint. And if the idea of retaliation, could in any re- 
spect have been applicable, it would have been by prohi- 
biting our trade with herself. To prohibit it with France, 
ivould not have been a retaliation, but a co-operation. If 
licencing by France the trade in certain instances, prove any 
thing, it proves nothing more than that the trade with France 
in other instances, is under restraint. . It seems impossible 
to extract from it in any respect, that the Berlin and Milan 
Decrees are in force,so far as they prohibit the trade between 
the U. States and England. I might liere repeat the 
French practice of granting licences to trade between the 
U. States and France, may have been intended in part, a! 
kast as a security agamst the simulated pw^et^ •, \\\^ W^\w^ 
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of which was not supiN'essed in England. It is not to be 
infered from these remarks, that a trade by licencei is one 
with vvhich the United States are satisfied. They have the 
strongest objections to it, but these are founded on other 
principles, than those suggested in your note. 

It is a cause of great surprise to the President, that youir 
government has not seen in the correspondence of Mr. Rus-' 
sell, which I had the honor to communicate to you on th^ 
17th of October last, and which has been lately transmitted 
to you by your government, sufficient proof of the repeal of 
the 3erlm and Milan decrees, independent of the conclu- 
sive evidence of the fact, which that correspondence affor- 
d d ;- it was not to be presumed from the intimation of the 
Marquis of Weliesley, that it was to be transmitted to yon, 
to be taken into consideration in the depending discussions, 
that it was of a nature to have no weight in these discussions^ 

The demand which you now make of a view of the 
order given by the French government to its cruizers, in 
consequence of the repeal of the French Decrees, is a new 

?roof of its indisposition to repeal the Orders in Council, 
i'he declaration of the French government was, as has 
been heretofore observed, a solemn and obligatory act, and 
as such entitled to the notice and respect of other govern- 
ments. It was incumbent on G. Britain, therefore, in fulfil- 
ment of her engagement, to have provided that her Orders 
in Council should not have effect, after the time fixed for 
the cessation of the French Decrees. A pretension in G. 
Britain to keep her Orders in force till she received satis- 
faction of the practical compliance of France, is utterly in- 
compatible with her pledge. A doubt, founded on any 
single act however unauihorised, committed by a Frencn 
privateer, might on that principlet become a motive for 
delay and refusal. A suspicion that such acts would l>e 
committed might have the same effect; and in like 
manner her compliimce might be withheld as long as the 
war continued. But let me here remark, that if there was 
room for a question, whether the French repeal did or di4 
not take effect, at the date announced by France, and requir- 
ed by the U. States, it cannot be a ledged that the Decrees 
have not ceased to operate since the 2d of Febuary last, as 
heretofore observed. And as the actual cessation ot the 
Decrees to vioJate our neutral rights, was the only essentia} 
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feet in the case, arid has long been known to your govern- 
ment, the Orders in CouuciU tVom the date of that know- 
ledge, ought to have ceased^ according to its own principles 
and pledges. 

But the question whether and when the repeal of the 
Berlin and Milan Decrees took effect in relation to the neu- 
tral commerce of the U. States, is superceded by the novel 
and extraordinary claim of G. Britain to a trade in British 
articles, with her enemy ; for supposing the repeal to have 
taken place, in the fullest extent claimed by the U. States, 
it could, nccordmg to that claim, have no effect in remov- 
ing the Orders in Council. 

Oil a full view of the conduct of the British government 
in these transactions, it is impossible to see in it any thing 
short of a spirit of determined hostility to the rights and 
interests of the U. States. — It issued the Orders in Council, 
on a principle of retaliation on France, at a time when it 
admitted the French Decrees to be ineffectual ; it has sus- 
tained those Orders in full force since, notwithstanding the 
pretext for them has been removed, and latterly it has ad- 
ded a new condition of their repeal, to be performed by 
France, to which the U. States in their neutral character, 
have no claim, and could not demand, without departing 
from their neutrality, a condition which, in respect to the 
commerce of other nations with G. Britain, is repugnant to 
her own policy, and prohibited by her own laws, and which 
can never be enforced on any nation without a subversion of 
its sovreignty and independence. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 



CHAPTER III. 

PRESIDENT'S MANIFESTO. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the U, States. 

I communicate to Congress certain documents, being a 
continution of those heretofore laid before them, on the sub- 
ject, of our affairs with G. Britain. 

Without going back beyond the renewal in 1803, of the 
war in which G. Britain is engaged, and oiu\\\v(\^uwt^^^vt^^ 
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wrongs of inferior magniUidey the conduct of lier govern* 
iTient presents a series of acts hostile to the U. States as an 
independant and neutral nation. 

British cruizers have been in the continued practice of 
violating the American flag, on the great highway of na- 
tions, and of seizing and carrying off persons sailing under 
it : not in the exercise of a belligerent right, founded on the 
law of nations against an enemy, but of a municipal prero- 
gative over British subjects. British jurisdiction is thus ex- 
tended to neutral vessels in a situation where no laws can 
operate, but the law of nations and the laws of the country 
to which the vessels belong; and a self-redress is assumed, 
'which, if British subjects were wrongiuUy detained and 
alone concerned, is that substitution of force for a resort to 
the responsible sovereign, which falls within the detinitiou 
of war. Could the seizure of British subjects, in such cases 
be regarded, as within the exercise of a belligerent right, 
the acknowledged laws of war, which forbid an article of 
ca|>tured property to be adjudged, without a regular inves- 
tigation before a competent tribunal, would imperiously 
demand the fairest trial where the sacred rights of persons 
were at issue. In place of such a trials these rights are sub^ 
jected to the will of every petty commander. 

The practice, hence, is so far from aftecting British sub* 
jects alone, that under the pretext of searching fur these, 
thousands of American citizens, under the safe- guard of 
public law, and of their national flag, have been torn from 
their country, and from every thing dear lo them ; have 
been dragged on board shi|)S of war of a foreign nation, and 
exposed under the severities of their discipliiu:, to be exiled 
to the most distant and deadiv climes, to risk their lives in 
the battles of their oppressors, and to be the nu^lanoholy in- 
,strumenlsof taking away those of their own br<.lliren. 

Against this crying enormity, which G.Britain would be 
so prompt to avenge if committfjd against herself, the U. 
States have in vain exhausted remonstrances and expostu- 
lations. And that no proof might be wanting of their 
conciliatory dispositions, and no pretext left for the contin- 
uance of the practice, the British government was formally 
assured of the readiness of the United Stales to enter into 
arrangements, such as could not be rejected, if the recovery 
of British subjects were the real and the solo object. 
37ie communication passed without efiecl. 
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British cruisers have been in the practice also of violating^ 
the rights and the peace of our coasts. They hover over 
and harrass our entering and depaiiing commerce. To 
Uie most insulting pretensions they have added the most 
lawless proceedings in our very harbors ; and have wan- 
tonly spilt American blood within the sanctuary of our ter-r 
rltorial jurisdiction. The principles and rules enforced by 
th^t nation, when a neutral nation, against armed vessels of 
belligerents, hovei'ing near her coasts, and disturbing her 
commerce, are wellljLnown. When called on nevertheless, 
by the U. States, to punish the greater offences committed 
by her own vessels, her government has bestowed on their 
<:onmianders additional marks of honor and confidence. 

Under pretended blockades, without the presence of an 
adequate force, and sometimes without the practicability of 
4ipplying one, our commerce has been plundered in every 
sea : the great staples of our country have been cut off frouk 
tlieir legitimate markets ; and a destructive blow aimed at 
our agricultural and maritime interests^ In aggravation of 
these predatory measures, they have been considered as in 
force from the dates of their notification ; a relfoap^tive 
effect being thus added^ as has been done in otheir U|i0Oitaiit 
cases, to the unlawfulness of the course pni suedi^ A^ ^ 
render tlie outrage the more signal, these moc|( |j^|<Kk«Hkar' 
•have been reiterated and enforced in the face lif, V^i^^i 
<:ommunicalions from the British government, deQ|i|j;ilig^ar' 
the true definition of a legal falockaiie^ ' that -yurtirniwf'^ 
ports must be actually invested, aiid previous wamiosg^. 
^iven to vessels bound k> it^m, not to enter.' 

Not content with tliese occasional expedients for laying 
iivaste our neutral trade, the cabuiet of G. Britain resorted, 
at length, to the sweeping system of blockades, under the 
name of the Orders in Council^ which has been moulded 
•and managed, as might best suit its pohtieal views, its com- 
mercial jealousies, or the avidity of British cruizers. 

To our remonstrances against the complicated and trans- 
cendant injustice of this innovation, thefii*st reply was, that 
the Orders were reluctantly adopted by G. Britain as a ne- 
cessary retaliation on Decrees of her enemy, proclaiming a 
H^neral blockade of the British isles, at a time y^hen the 
naval force of that enemy daved not to issue from his own 
ports. She was reminded, without effect, that her own 

10 
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prior blockade, unsupported by an adequate naval force- 
actually applied and continued, were a bar to this plea :- 
that executed Edicts a^inst millions of our property could' 
not be retaliation on Edicts confessedly impossible to be 
executed : that retaliation, ta be just, should fall on the 
party setting the guilty example, not on an innocent party,, 
which was not even chargeable with an acquiescence in it. 

When deprived of this flimsey veil for a prohibition pf 
our trade with her enemy, by the repeal of his- prohibition 
of our trade with G. Britain, her cabinet, instead of a cor- 
responding repeal, or a practical discontinuance of its Or- 
ders, formally avowed a determination to persist in them 
against the U. StateSyruntil the markets^f her enemy should' 
be laid open to British products ; thus asserting an obliga- 
tion on a neutral power to require one belligerent to en« 
courage, by its internal regulations, the trade of another 
belligerent ; contradicting her own practice towards all- 
nations in peace, as well as in war ; and betraying the in- 
fiinceiity of those professions which inculcated a belief that,, 
having resorted to her Orders- with regret, she was anxious 
to find an occasion for putting an end to them. 

Abandoning still more, all respect for the neutral rights* 
of the tJ. States, and for its awn consistency,, the British* 
gDvernnient now demands as pre-requisites to a repeal of 
its Orders, ^s they relate to the United States, that a for- 
mality should be observed in the repeal of the Fi'ench De- 
crees- nowise necessary to their termination, nor exemplified 
by British usage ; and that the French repeal, besides in- 
cluding that portion of the Decrees which operates within 
a territorial jurisdiction, as well as that which operates on 
the high seas against the commerce of the U. States, should^ 
not be a single special repeal in relation to the U. Statesf. 
but should be extended to whatever neutral nations uncon-* 
nected with them, that may be affected by those Decrees- 
And as an additional insult'^ they areealled on for a formal 
disavowal of the condition and pretensions advanced by the 
French government, for which the U. States are so far from- 
having made themselves responsible, that, in official ex- 
planations, which have been published to the world, and in 
a correspondence of the American minister at London,, 
with the British minister for foreign affairs, such a respon^ 
mbility na^ eApIicitly and emphatically disclaimed* 
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Tt has become indeed sufficiently certain Ihat the com* 
■nierce of the U. States is to be sacrificed, not as interfering 
with the belligerent rights«of G. Britain, not as supplying 
the wants of her enemies, which she herself supplies, but as 
interfering with the monopoly which she coverts for her owu 
commerce and navigation. She carries on a :war against 
the lawful commerce of a friend, that she may the better 
carry on a commerce with an enemy, a commerce, polluted 
by the forgeries and perjuries ^which are for the most pal* 
the only passports by which it can succeed* 

Anxious to makeevery experiment short of the last resort 
of injured nations, the U, Stales have withheld from G. 
Britain, under successive nH)difications, the benefits of a 
iVee intercourse with their market, the loss of which could 
<not but outweigh the profits accruing from her restrictions 
•of our commerce with other nations. And to entitle these 
•experiments to the more.favorable consideration, they were 
so framed as to enable her to place her adversary under 
-the exclusive operation of them. To these appeals, her 
.government has been equally inflexible, as if willing to 
make sacrifices of every sort, rather than yield to the claims 
of justice, or renounce the errors of a false pride. Nay, 
-so far were the attempts carried, to overcome the attach- 
^ment of the British cabinet to its unjust Edicts, that it re- 
•ceived ev^ry 'encouragement, within the competency of the 
Executive branch of our government, to expect that a re- 
peal of them would be followed by a war between the U. 
States and France, unless the French Edicts should also be 
-repealed. Even tliis communication, although silencing 
fi>r ever the plea of a disposition in the U. States to ac* 
quiesce in those Edicts, originally the sole plea for them^. 
received no attention. 

If no other proof existed of a predetermination of the 

British government against a repeal of its Orders, it might 

.be^found in the correspondence of the minister Plenipoten- 

ttiary of the U. States at London, and the British Secretary 

for Foreign Affairs in iSlO, on ilie question whether tl>e 

blockade of May, 1806, was considered as in force, or as 

not in force. It had been ascertained that the French gov- 

^ernment, which urged this blockade as the ground of its 

Berlin Decree, was willing, in the event of its removal, to 

.repeal thai Decree ; which being followed \3\ lAViVwaXc xft-^ 
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peals of the other offensive Edicts, might abolighthe whole 
system on both sides. This inviting opportunity for accom-r 
piishing an object so important to the U. States, and pro- 
fessed so often to be the desire of both the beliigerentsj, waa^ 
made known to the British government. As that goverii- 
ment admits that an actual application of an adequate force 
is necessary to the existence of a legal blockade ; and it 
ivas notorious, that if such a force had ever been applied, 
its long discontinuance had annulled the blockade in quea-^ 
tion, there could be no su^cient objection on the part of G. 
Britain to a forma) revocation of it ; and no imaginable ob^ 
jection to a declaration of the fact that the blockade did not 

exist. The declaration would have been consistent with 

• 

lier avowed principles of blockade, and would have enabled 
iheU. States to demand from France the pledged repeal pf 
lier Pecrees ; either with success, in which cas^ the way 
would haye been opened for a general repeal of the bel- 
ligerent £dicts ; or without success, in which ^ase the U« 
States would have been justified in turning their measures 
excluMvely against France. The British government woald,* 
however, neither rescind the blockade, nor declare its non- 
existence ; nor permit ita non-existence to be inferred and 
Itffiimed by the American Plenipotentiary. Qn the con- 
trary, by representing the blockade to be comprehended ip 
the Orders in Councili the U. States were compelled ho to 
iregard it in their subsequent proceedings. 

There was a period when a favorable change in the 
policy of the British cabinet was justly considered as erta- 
oiished. The minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannic ma- 
jesty here proposed an adjustment of the differences more 
imnied lately endangering the harmony of the tw.o ccmntriei. 
The proposition was accepted with a promptitude and cor- 
diality, corresponding with the invariable professions of this 
government. A foundation appeared to be laid for a sin- 
cere and lasting reconciliation. — The prospect, however^ 
quickly vanished. The whole prooeeding was disavowed 
t3y the British government, ^ ithout any explanatiou which 
could at i hat time r^prt:ss the belief^ that the disavowal pro- 
ceeded from a spirit of hostility to the commercial right* 
and prosperity of the U. States. And it has since com^ 
into proof, that at the very moment when the public minister 
jras Jjoidii)^ the language of fnei^d^hii^v and inspirinr 
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confidence in the sincerity of the negociatton with which he 
^s^s charged, a secret agent of his government was em- 
ployed in intrigues, having for their object a subversion of 
our government, and a dismemberment of our happy Union. 

In reviewing the conduct of G. firitam towards the U. 
States, our attention is necessarily drawn to the warfare just 
renewed by the savages on one of our extensive frontiers ; 
a warfare, which is known to spare neither age nor sex, and 
to be distinguished by features peculiarly shocking to hu« 
manity. It is difficult to account for the activity and com- 
binations, which have for some time been developing them- 
selves aipong the tribes, inconstant intercourse with British 
traders and gairisons, without connecting their hostility 
^Yith that influence ; and without recollecting the authenti- 
f!ated examples of such interpositions, heretofore furnished 
by the officers and agents of that government. 

Such is the spectacle of injuries and indignities which 
have been heaped on our country ; and such the crisis which 
its unexampled forbearance and conciliatory eflforts have 
not been able to avert. It might at least have been ex- 
pected, that an enlightened nation, if less urged by morsel 
4>bligations, or invited by friendly dispositions on the part 
of the U. States, would have found in its true interest 
alone, a sufficient motive to respect their rights, and their 
tranquility on the high seas ; that an enlarged policy would 
have favored that free and general circulation of commerce, 
in which the British nation is at all times interested, and 
which in times of war is the best alleviation of its calamities^ 
to herself, as well as toother belligerents : and more espe* 
ciidly that the British cabinet would not, for the sake of a 

Erecarious and surreptitious intercourse with hostile mar* 
, etfl, have persevered in a course of measures which neces- 
sarily put at hazard the invaluable market of a great and 
g^wing country, disposed to cultivate the mutual advanta- 
ges of an active commerce. 

Other Councils have prevailed. Our moderation and 
conciliation have had no other effect than to encourage per- 
severance, and to enlarge pretensions. We behold our 
seafaring citizens still the daily victims of lawless violence, 
committed on the great common highway of nations, even 
within sight of the country jriiicb owes them protection. W% 
behold our yesseh ireig-hfeVwith the \^tod\\cl^ ol ^\xc ^^ 



T8 HISTORY OF THE WAB. 

and indnstry, or returning with the proceeds of them, wrests 
edfrom their lawful destinations, confiscated by prize courts, 
no longer the organs of public law, but the instruments of 
arbitrary Edicts; and their unfortunate crews dispersed 
and lost, or forced or inveigled in British ports into British 
fleets ; whilst arguments are employed, in support of* 
these aggressions,whicb have no foundation but in a prin* 
ciple equally supporting a claim to regulate our external 
commerce in all cases whatsoever. 

We behold, in line, on the side of G. Britain, a state of 
3war against the U. States, and on the side of the U. States 
a state of peace towards G. Britain. 

Whether the U. States shall continue pasi^ive under these 
progressive usurpations, and these accumulating wrongs ^ 
or opposing force to force, in defence of their natural rights, 
shall commit a just cause into the hands of the Almighty 
disposer of events ; avoiding all connections which might 
entangle it in the contests or views of other powers, and 
preser3^ing a constant readmess to concur in an honorable 
re-establishment of peace and friendship, is a solemn ques- 
tion, which the constitution wisely confides to the legis- 
lative Department of the government, in recommending 
it to their early deliberationsi I am happy in the assurance 
that the decision will be worthy the enlightened and patri- 
otic Councils of a virtuous, a>free, and a powerful nation. 

Having presented ihis view of the relations of the U. 
States with G. Britain and of the solemn alternative grow- 
ing out of them, I proceed to remark that the communica- 
tions last made to Congress, on the subject of our relatioas 
with France, will have shown that since the revocation of 
lier Decrees as they violated the neutral rights of the U. 
States, her government has authorised illegal captures, by 
its privateers and public ships, and that other outrages have 
Jbeen practised on our vessels and ^citizens. It will ha^,e 
been seen also, that no indemnity had been provided, or sat- 
isfactorily pledged, ior the extensive spoliations committed 
under the violent and retrospective orders of the French 
government againstthe property of our citizens seized withr 
in the jurisdiction of France. I abstain at this time from 
recommending to tlie consideration of Congress definitive 
measures ivitb resjiect to that i^ion, in the expectation, that 
^/je result of unclosed discusSous beVv^^ew our Minister 
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Fienipotenliary at Paris and the French government will 
speedily enable Congress to decide, with greater advantage,^ 
en the course due to the rights, the interests, and the honor 
of our country, JAMES MADISON. 

Washinglony June 1, 1812. 

The CommiUee on Foreign Ilelations^ to whom was referred 

the Message of the President of the U. States of* the Ut' 

of June, 1812, 
REPORT— 

That after the experienf?e which the U. States have had 
of the great injustice of the British government towards' 
them, exemplified by so many acts of violence and oppres- 
sion, it will be more difficult to jutiiify to the impartial, 
world their patient forbearance, than the measure to whick 
it has become necessary to resort, to avenge the wrongs^ 
and vindicate the rights and honor of the nation. Your 
committee are happy to observe on a dispassionate reveiw 
of the conduct of the TJ. Stales, that they see in it no cause 
for censure.. 

If a long forbearance under injuries ought ev^r to be 
considered a virtue in any nation, it is one which peculiarly 
becomes the U. States. No people ever had stonger mo- 
tives to cherish peace — none have ever cherished it witb 
greater sincerity and zeal- 

But the period has now arrived^ when the U. States musK 
support their character and station among the nations of 
the earth, or submit to the most shameful degradation, 
f^orbearance has ceased to be a virtue. War on the one 
side, and peace on the other, is a situation as ruinous as it 
is disgraceful. The mad ambition, the lust of power, and 
commercial avarice of G^ Britain, arrogating to herselt* the- 
eomplete dominion of the ocean, and exer<:ising over it an 
unbounded and lawless tyranny^ have left to neutral nations 
an alternative only, between the base surrender of their 
^ghts, and a manly vindication of them. Happily for ther 
Xj. States, their destiuy, under the aid of heaven, is in their 
ewn hands. The crisis is formidable only by their love of 
peace. As sooiv as it becomes a duty to relinquish that 
situation, danger disappears. They have suffered no 
wrongs,, they have received no insults, however great, for 
which they cannot obtain redress. 
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More than seven years have elapsed, since the cotn^ 
xnencement of this system of hustile aggression by the Bri- 
tish government, on the rights and interests of the IT. States. 
The manner of its commencement was not less hostile, than 
the spirit with which it has been prosecuted. The U« States 
have invariably done every thing in their power to preserve 
the relations of friendship with G. Britain. Of this di»* 
position they gave a distinguished proof, at the moment 
when they were made the victims of an opposite policy^ 
The wrongs of the last war had not been forgotten at the 
iiommencement of the present one. They warned us of 
dangers, against which it was sought to provide. As early 
as the year 1804, the minister of the U. States at London 
was instructed, to invite the British government to enter into 
% negociation on all the points on which a collision might 
arise between the two countries, in the course of the war, 
und to propose to it an arrangement of their claims on fair 
and reasonable conditions. The invitation was accepted. 
A negociation had commenced and was depending, and 
nothing had occurred to excite a doubt that it would not 
terminate to the satisfaction of both the patties. It was at 
this time, and under these circumstances, that an attack was 
made, by surprise, on an important branch of the American 
commerce, which affected every part of the U. States, and 
involved many of their citizens in ruin. 

The commerce on which this attack was so unexpectedly 
made, was between theU. States and the colonies of France, 
Spain, and other enemies of G. Britain. A commerce just 
in itself — sanctioned by theexample of G. Britain in regard 
to the trade with her own colonies — sanctioned by a solemn 
act between the two governments in the last war ; and sanc- 
tioned by the practice of the British government in the 
present war, more than two years having then elapsed, with- 
out any interference with it. 

The injustice of this attack could only be equalted by the 
absurdity of the pretext alledged for it. It was pretended 
by the British government, that in case of war, her enemy 
had no right to modify its colonial regulations, so as to 
mitigate the calamities of war to the inhabitants of its colo- 
nies. This pretension, peculiar to G. Britain, is utterly in- 
compatible with the right of sovereignty, in every independ* 
^nt state. If we rornr to th«? wo!! 'Established and uuiver- 
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^ally admitted law of nations, we sball find no sanction to 
it, in that venerable code. The sovereignty of every state 
is co-extensive with its dominions, and cannot be abrogated, 
or curtailed in its rights, as to any part, except by conquest. 
Neutral nations have a right to trade to every port of either 
belligerent, which is not legally blockaded — and in all ar» 
tides which are not contraband of war. Such is the ab- 
surdity of this pretension, that your committee are aware, 
especially after the able manner in which it has been here* 
tofore refuted, and exposed, that they would offer an insult 
to the understanding of the House, if they enlarged on it, 
and if an^ thing could add to the high sense of the injustice 
of the British government in the transaction, it would be the 
contrast which her conduct exhibits in regard to this trade, 
and in regard to a similar trade by neutrals with her own 
colonies. It is known to the world, that G. Britain regu*- 
lates her own trade, in war and in peace, at home and in 
her colonies, as she finds for her interest — that in war she 
relaxes the restraints of her colonial system in favor of the 
colonies, and that it never was suggested that she had not 
a right .to do it— or that a neutral in taking advantage of 
Uie relaxation violated a belligerent right of her enemy — 
But with G. Britain every thing is lawful. It is only in a 
trade with her enemies that the CT. States can do wrong. 
With them all trade is unlawful. 

In the year 1798, an attack was made by the British go- 
vernment on the same branch of our neutral trade, which 
bad nearly involved the two countries in war. That differ- 
ence, however, was amicably accommodated. The pre- 
tension was withdrawn, and reparation made to the U. 
States, for the losses which they had suffered by it. It was 
fair to infer from that arrangement, that the commerce was • 
deemed by the British government lawful, and that it would 
not be ag^ain disturbed. 

Had the British government been resolved to contest this 
trade with neutrals, it was due to the character of the British 
nation that the decision should be made known to the go* 
vernment of the U. States, The existence of a negociation 
M^hich had been invited by our government, for the purf)ose 
of preventing differences by an amicable arrangement of 
their respective pretensions, gave a strong claim to the no- 
tification, while it afforded the fairest opportunity for it. 

11 
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5ut a very different Dolicy nnimated the then cabinet of 
£nur|and. The liberal conscience and friendly overtures 
of the U. States, were taken advantage of to ensnare them. 
Steady to its purpose, and inflexibly hostile to this country, 
the British government calmly looked iorward to the mo- 
ment, when it might give the most deadly wound to our in- 
terests. A li*ade, jnst in itself, whieh was secured by so 
many sll'ong and sacred pledges, was considered safe. — 
Our citizens with theii^ usual industry and eiiter|)rise had 
en ^barked in it a vast proportion of their shipping, and of 
their capital, which were at sea, under no other protection 
than the law of nations, and the confidence which thev re- 
posed in the justice and friendship of the British nation. 
At this period the unexpected blow was given. Many of 
our vessels were seized,, carried into port, and condemned 
by a tribnnnl,^ which, while it professes to respect the law of 
nations, obeys the mandates of its own government. Hun- 
dreds of other vessels were driven from the ocea », and trade 
Itself in a great measure su;>pressed. Ttie effect produced 
by this attaclcon the lawful commerce of the U. Slates, was 
8uch, as might have been expected from a virtuous, inde- 
p(:;ndent, and highly injured people* But one sejitiment 
pervaded the whole American nation. No local interests- 
were regarded — ^tio sordid motives felt. Without lookinor 
to the |)arts which suffered most, the invasion of our rights 
Was considered a common cause, and from one extremity 
of our Union to the other, was heani, the voice <)f an united 
people, calling on their government to avenge their wrongs^ 
and vindicate the rights and honor of the country. 

From this period the British government has gone on in 
a continued encroachment on the rights and interest ot the 
U. States, disregarding in its course, in many instances,, 
ebligatioas which have heretofore been held sacred by- 
civilized nations. 

In Miiy, 1806, the whole coast of the continent, from the 
SIbe to Brest, inclusive, was declared to be in a state of 
blockade. By this act, the well established principles of 
the law of nations, principles which have served for ages as 
guides, and fixed the boundary between the rights of : el- 
ligerents and neutrals, were violated ; by the law of nations, 
as recognized by G. Britain herself, no blockade is lawful, 
unless it be sustained by the application of an adequate* 
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^orce, and that an adequate force was applied to thr^ block** 
ade, ill its full extent, onghtnot to 6e pretended. Whelhejr 
G. Britain was able to ciiaintani, legally, «o e^^tensive a 
blockade, considering the war in which slie is engaged, 
requiring such extensive naval operations, is a question 
which is not necessary at this time to examine. It; is suffix 
cient to be known, that such force was not applied, and 
this is evident from 'the terms of the blockade itself, by 
which, comparatively, an inconsiderable portion of the coast 
only was declared lo be in a state o^' strict and rigorous 
blockade. The objection .tolhe measure is not diminished 
by that circumstance. If the force was not applied, the 
biociiLade was unlawful, from w^hatever cause .the failure 
plight proceed. The belligerent who institutes the block*" 
ade, cannot absobe itself from the obligation to apply the 
force under any pretext whatever. For a bellig^^rent to 
relax a blockade, which it could not maintain, it would oe 
a refinement in injustice, not less insulting to the under- 
st^inding, than repugiiant to the law of nations. To chuqi 
merit for the mitigation of an evil, which the pariy eithei; 
had not the powei:, or found it inconvenient to inflict, would 
be a new mode of encroaching on neutral rights. Your 
committee think it just to remark, that this act of the Bri« 
tish government does not appear to have been adopted in 
the sense in which it has been since construed. On con* 
-fiideration of all the circumstances attending the measure, 
and particularly the character of the distinguished states* 
man who announced it, we are persuaded that it was con** 
^ceived in a spirit of conciliation, and intended to lead to an 
accoramodalion of all differences between the U. Slates 
and G. Britain. His death disappointed that hope, and the 
act has since become subservient to other purposes. It hag 
been made by his successors, a pretext for that vast system 
of usurpation, which has so Jong oppressed and harrassed 
pur commerce. 

The next act of the British government whidi claims our 
attention is the Orders inCouncil of Jan. 7^ 1807, by which 
neutral powers are prohibited trading froni one port to anoth^^ 
er of France or her allies, or any other country with wiiicb 
G. Britain might not freely trade. By this order the pre- 
tension of ijngland, heretofore claimed by every other pow* 
^f to prohibit neutVals disposing of parts of their cargoes at 
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different ports of the same enemy, is revived and with vart 
accumulation of injury. Eviery enemy, however great the 
number or distance from each other, is considered one^ and 
the like trade even with powers at peace with England who, 
from motives of policy had excluded or restrained her com* 
merce, was also prohibited. In this act the British go- 
vernment evidently disclaimed all regard for neutral rights. 
Aware that the measures authorised by itoould find no 

Eretext iii any belligerent right, none was urged. To pro- 
ibit the sale of our produce, consisting of innocent articles 
at any port of a belligerent, not blockaded, to consider 
every belligerent as one, and subject neutrals to the same 
restraint with all, as if there was but one, were held en* 
croachments. But to restrain or in any manner interfere 
with our commerce with neutral nations with whom G. Bri- 
tain was at peace, and against whom she had no justifiable 
cause of war, for the sole reason, that they restrained or ex- 
cluded from their ports her commerce, was utterly incom- 
patible with the pacific relations subsisting between the twcj 
countries. 

We proceed to bring into view the British Order in 
. Council of November 11th, 1807, which su|>erceded fevery 
other order, and consummated that system ot* hostdityon the 
commerce of the U. States which has been since so steadily 
pursued. By this Order, all France and her allies and every 
other countrv at war with G. Britain, or with which she was 
not at war, from which the British flag was excluded, and 
all the colonies of her enemies were subjected to the same 
restrictions as if they were actually blockaded in the most 
strict and rigorous manner ; and all trade in articles the 
produce and manufacture of the said countries and colonies, 
and the vessels engaged in it were subjected to capture and 
condemnation as lawful prize. To th»s order certain ex- 
ceptions were made which we forbear to notice because 
they were not adopted from a regard to neutral rights; but 
were dictated by policy to promote the commerce of Eng- 
land, and so far as they related to neutral powers, were 
said to emanate from the clemency of the British govern* 
ment. 

It would be superfluous in your committee to state, that 
by this order the British government declared direct and 
positive war against the U. States. The dominioq of the 
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«ccan was completely usurped by it, all commerce forbid- 
en, and every flag driven from it, or subjected to capture 
knd condemnation, which did not subserve the policy of 
the British government by paying it a tribute and sailing 
under its sanction. From this period the U* States have 
iticurred the heaviest losses, and most mortifying humilia- 
tions. They have born the caiamitie^s oi war without retort- 
ing them on its authors. 

So far your committee has presented to the view of the 
House the aggressions which have been committed under 
the authority of the British government on the commerce of 
the U. States. We will now proceed to other wrongs 
which have been still more severely felt. Among these, i^ 
the impressment of our seamen, a practice which has been 
unceasingly maintained by G. Britain in the wars to which 
^he has been a party since our revolution. Your comm^Mee 
cannot convey in adequate terms the deep sense which 
they entertain of the injustice and oppression of this pro- 
ceednig. Under the pretext of impressing Brittsh seamen^ 
our fellow citizens are seized in British ports, on the high 
seas, and in every other quarter to which the British powei* 
extends, are taken on board British men of war, and com- 
pelled to serve there as BritrsU subjects. In this mode our 
i^itizens are wantonly snatched from their country and theii* 
families, deprived of their liberty, and doomed to an igno- 
miiiious and slavish bondage, compelled to fight the battles 
of a foreign countrj', and otten to perish in them. Our flag 
has given them no protection ; it has been unceasingly vio- 
lated, and our vessels exposed to danger by the loss of men 
taken from them. Your committee need not remark that 
while the practice is continued, it is impossible for the U. 
States to consider themselves an independent nation. 
Every new case is a new proof of their degradation. Its 
continuance is the more unjustifiable, because the U. Slates 
have repeatedly proposed to the British government an ar- 
rangement which would secure to it the control of its own 
people. An exemption of the citizens of the U. States 
from this degrading oppression, and their flag from viola- 
tion, is all that they have sought. 

' This lawless waste of our trade, and equally unlawful im- 
pressment of our seamen, have been much aggravated by 
the insults and indignities attending them. Under the pre- 
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text of blockading the harbors of France udcI her allies^ 
British squadrons have been stationed on our own coast, to 
va;ch and annoy our own trade. To give effect to the 
blockade of European ports, the ports and harbors of the 
U. States have been blockaded. In executing these orders 
of the British government, or in obeying the spirit which 
was known to animate it, the commanders of these squad- 
rons have encroached on our jurisdiction, seized our ves- 
sels, and carried into effect impressments within our limits, 
and done other acts of great injustice, violence, and oppres- 
sion. The U. States have seen, with mingled indignation, 
and surprise, that these acts, instead of procuring to the 

S>erpetrators the punishment due to unauthorised crimes, 
lave not failed to recommend .them to the favor of their 
government. 

Whether the British government has oontributed by aCf- 
tive measures to excite against us the hostility of the savage 
tribes on our frontiers, your committee are not disposed te 
occupy much time in investigating. Certain indication^ 
of general notoriety may supply the place of authentic do- 
cuments ; though these have not been wanting to establish 
the fact in some instances. It is known that symptoms of 
British hostility towards the U. Slates, have never failed to 
produce correi^ponding symptoms among those tribes. It is 
also well known, that on all such occasions, abundant sup* 
plies of the ordinary munitions of war have been afforded 
by the agents of British commercial companies, and even 
from British garrisons, wherewith they were enabled to 
•commence that system of savage warfare on our frontiers!, 
ivhich has been at all times indiscriminate in its effect on all 
ages, sexes, and conditions, and so revolting to homanity. 

Your committee would be much gratified, if they could 
close here the detail of British wrongs — but it is their duty 
to recite another act of still greater malignity, than any oi 
those which have been already brought to your view. The 
attempt to dismember our Union, and overthrow our excel- 
lent Constitution, by a secret mission, the object of whicb 
was to foment discontent and .excite insurrection against the 
constituted authorities and laws of the nation, as latel\ dis* 
closed by the agent employed in it, affords full proof that 
there is no bound to the hostility of the British government 
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liowafds the United States — no- act,, however unjustifiable^ 
^i^hich it would not commit, to accomplish their ruin. Thtf 
attempt excites the greater horror from the consideration 
that it was made while the U. States and G. Britain were afc» 
peace, and an< amicable negociation was depending between 
them for the accommodation of their differences, through 
public ministers, regularly authorised for the purpose. 

The U. States have beheld, with unexampled forbear-- 
ance, thi» continued series of hostile encroachments on their 
rights and interests, in the hope^.that, yielding to the force, 
of friendly remonstrances, often repeated, the British g^ 
vernment might adopt a more just policy towards .them ;. 
but that hope no longep exists.. They have also weighed 
impartially the reasons which have been urged by the Bri* 
tish government in vindication of these encroachmentSy and 
found in them neither justification or apology. 

The British government has alledged in vindication of 
the Orders in Council, that they were resorted to as a reta- 
liation on France, for similar agq^ressions committed by 
her on our neutral trade with the British dominions. But 
^ow has this plea been supported ? The dates of British 
and French ai^r^rressions are well known to the world. 
Their origin and progress have been marked with too wide 
and destructive a waste of the property of our fellow citi- 
zens to have been forgotten. Tlie Berlin Decree, of Nov^ 
21, 1806, was the first aggression of Prance, in the present 
war. Eighteen oionths had then elapsed, after the attack 
mude by G. Britain on our neutral trade with tlie colonies 
of France and her allies, and six months from the date of 
i^\e proclamation of May, 1806. Even on Jan. 7, 1807, the 
date of the first British Order in Council, so short a term 
had elapsed, after the Berlin Decree, that it was hardly pos-r 
itible that the intelligence of it should have reached the U.. 
States. A retaliation, which is to produce its effect, by 
operatmg on a neutral power, ought not to be resorted to, 
till the neutral had justified it by a culpable acquiescence in 
the unlawiul act of the other belligerent. It ought to be 
delnyed until after sufficient time had been allowed to the. 
neutral to remonstrate against the measure complained of, 
to receive an answer, and act on it, which had not been 
done in- the present instance ; and when the Order of Nov. 
1 ly was»iS8ued, it is well known that a immnlet o^ Yv^x\^^\x^ 



S0 BlS'rORV OF TH£ WAIU 

declared to the minister plenipotentiary of tlie U. States at 
Paris, that it was not intended that the Decree of Berlin 
should apply to the U. States. It is equally well knoivn thiit 
no American vessel had then been condemned under it, or 
seizure been made, with which the British government was 
acquainted* The facts prove incontestibly, that the meas- 
ures of France, however unjustitiable in themselves, were 
nothing more than a pretext for those of England. And 
of the insufficiency of that pretext, ample proof has already 
been afforded by the British government itself, and in the 
most impressive form. Although it was declared that the 
Orders in Council were retaliatory on France for her De- 
crees, it was also declared, and in the Orders themselves, 
that owing to the superiority of the British navy, by which 
the fleets of France and her allies were confined within their 
own ports, tlie French Decrees were considered only bs 
empty threats. 

It is no justification of the wrongs of one power, that the 
like were committed by another ; nor ought the fact* if true, 
to have been urged by either, as it could afford no proof of 
its love of justice, of its magnanimity, or even of its courage. 
It is more worthy the government of a great nation, to re*^ 
lieve than to assail the injured. Nor can a repetition of the 
wrongs by another power, repair the violated rights, or 
wounded honor, of the injured party. An utter inability 
alone to resist, would justify a quiet surrender of our rights, 
and degRiding submission to the will of others. 

To that condition the United States are not reduced ; 
rior do they fear it. That they ever cohsei;ted to dis- 
cuss with either, the misconduct of the other, is a proof 
of their love of peace, of their modemtion, and of the 
hope which they still indulged, that friendly ap|>eals to 
just and generous sentiments, would not be made to them 
in vain. But the motive was mistaken, if their forbearance 
was imputed, either to the want of a just sensibility to their 
wrongs, or of a determination, if suitable redress was not 
obtained, to resent them. The time has now arrived wlien 
this system of reasoning must cease. It would be insulling 
to repeat it. It would be degrading to hear it. The V. 
States must act as an independent nation, and asseii their 
riffhts, and avenge their wrongs, according to their own 
estimate of l/iem* with the pav\y \\\5o rovcx^vXs lUem, bold- 
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ing it responsible for its own misdeeds, unmitigated by those 
ot anolber. 

For the difference made between G. Britain and France^ 
by flie application of the non-importation act against Eng- 
land only, the motive has been already too oilen explained, 
and is too well known to reqaire further illustration. In the 
commercial restrictions to which the U. States resorted as 
iU\ evidence of their sensibility, and a mild retaliation of 
th^ir wrongs, tliey invariably placed both powers on the 
same footing, holdiivg to each in respect to itself, the same 
accommodation, in case it^ accepted the condition oiiiered ; 
and in respect to the other, the same restraint, if it refused. 
Had the British government eoiihrmed the arrangement 
which was eittered into with the British minister in 1809, 
and France maintained her Decrees, with France would 
the U. States have had to resist, with the firmness belong- 
ing to their character, the continued violation of their righW. 
The committee do not hesitate to declare, that France has 
greatly injured the U. States, and that satisfactory repara^ 
tion h^ not been made for many df those itijurieil. But, 
llmt is a concern which the U. States will look to and set?- 
tie for themselves. The hrgh character of the Americaii 
|>eople, is a sufficient pledge to the world, that they will 
not fail to settle it, on conditions which they have a right 16 
claim. 

More recently, the true policy of the British goveriuflent 
towards the U. States has been completely unfolded. It 
has been publicly declared by those in poWer, thatth^ O^^ 
ders m Council should not be repealed, until the French 
government had revoked alt its internal restraintat on th^ 
British commei-ce, and that the trade of this U. States, with 
France' and her allies, f^hould be prohibited until G. Brifarrtf 
was also allowed to trade with them. By this declaration, 
it appears, that to satisfy the pretensions of the British go^ 
vernment, the U. States must join G. Britain in the wai^ 
with France, and prosecute the war, until France should 
be subdued, for without her subjugation, it were in valuta 
presume on such a concession. The hostility of the Bri- 
tish government has been still fmther disclosed. It has^ 
been made manifest that the U. States are considered by it 
as the compfiercial rival of G« Britain, and that their ^cos« 
perity^aoU growth are incompatible w\\!![\*\Wvt v^^l^s^* 

12 
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When all these circumstances are taken into cou»icleratioii, 
it is impossible for your committee to doubt the motives 
which have g verned the British ministry in all its meas- 
ures towards the U. States since the year 1805. Equally 
is it impossible to doubt, lonj^er, the course which the U. 
States ougl)t to pursue towards G. Britain. 

From this view of the multiplied wrongs of the British 
government since the commencement of the present wal-^ 
it muM be. evident to the impartial world, that the contest 
which is now forced on the U. States, is radically a con- 
test for their sovereignty and independence. Your com- 
mittee will not enlarge on any of the injuries, however great, 
which have had a transitory effect. They wish to call the 
attention of the Uouse to those of a permanent nature only, 
which intrench so deeply on our most important rights, and 
wound so extensively and vitally our best interests, as could 
DOl fail to deprive the U. States of the principal advantages 
of their revolutiou, if submitted to. The control of our 
commerce by G. Britain, in regulating it at pleasure, and 
almost expelling it from the ocean ; the oppressive man- 
ner in which these regulations have, been carried into eftect, 
by seizing and > confiscating such of our vessels with their 
cargoes, as were said to have violated her edicts, often with- 
out previous warning of their danger ; the impressment of 
our citizens from on board our own vessels, on the high 
seas, and elsewere,. $md holding them in bondage until it 
suited Uie convenience of their oppressors to deliver them 
up, are encroachments of that high and dangerous tenden- 
cy which could not fail tp produce that pernicious effect, 
Dor would those be the only consequences that would 
ri^sult from it. The British governmeut might for a while, 
^e, satisfied with the ascendency thus gained over us, but 
iis preUnsions would soon increase. The proof which so 
complete and disgraceful a submission to its authority, 
would ailurd of our degeneracy, could not fail to inspire 
cojilidence, that there was no limit to which its usurpations, 
and our dt^gradations might not be carried. 

Yuur conunittee, believing that the i'reelyorn sons of 
AiMeii'ica sue worthy to eajoy the liberty which their fa- 
thers purchased at the price of so much blood and treasure, 
ani) seeh}g, in the measures adopted by G. Britain, a course 
cowmenf^ed nnd {lersisted in, w\\\cV\ \\\\%Utleadto a loss of 
luitionnl c/ia racier and ini\epei\Aet\ce, ?eQ\ \\^ Ve«v\sJCv5\v vcv 
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advising* resistance by force, in which the Americans of the 
present day will prove to the enemy and the worUUhat we 
have not only inherited that liberty which our farthers gave 
usy but also the will and power to maintain it. Relying on 
the patriotism of tlie nation, and- confidently trusting 
that the Lord of Hosts will go with us to battle in a right- 
eous cause, and crown our efforts with success— your com- 
mittee recommend an appeal to ARMS. 



Soon after the above Report was read, Mr Calhoun, 
Que of the Committee of Foreign Relations, on leave being 
given, presented the following Bill, d^^laring war between 
^Great-Britain and her dependencies, atid the United Slates 
and their territories ; which, after several day's debate, pas- 
sed the Senate and House of Representatives, aiid was ap- 
proved by the President, on the 18lh day of June. 

AN ACT, 
Declaring War between the United Kingdom of Great-Bri'- 

tain and Ireland, afid t/ie dependencies thereof', and the 
; United States of Apierica, and their Territories, 
. BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and House of Repre* 
sentatives of the Uniled States of America^ in Congress 
assembled, That W All be, and the same is hereby declar;-* 
ed to exist, between the United Kmgdom of Great-^ritaii^ 
and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, and the United^ 
States of America and their Territories : and that the Pre- 
sident of the United States be, and he is hereby authorised- 
to use the whole land and naval force of the United States,. 
to carry the same into effect, and to issue to private armed 
vessels 10 f the United States, commissions, or letters of 
jnarqoe and general reprisal, in such form as he shall think' 
proper, and under the Seal of the United States, against the 
vessels, sfoods, and effects of the government of the same 
United Kingdom of Great-Britain and Ireland, and the sub- 
jects thereof. 

Approved. JAMES MADISON- 

June 18, 1812. 

Yeas and Nays on the above Bill. 

IN TttE SENATE. 

Yeas 19.— Nays 13. • , 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. \ 

New- Hampshire — Yeas, Dinsmore, HaVV,\w\A.^^^^^\vJ>" 
— Nh/s, Bartlett and Sullivan, 2, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE FIRST PRISONER, 
.Was taken in Norfok, Virginia — A gfentlenmn, by 
the name of Wilkinsdnt arrived in that place about th* 
first of June, and put np at the British Consur^. The 
citizens susptcted him to l>e a British officer^ and accord- 
ingly kept an eye npon him. On the receipt of the De^ 
claraton of War, Wilkinson, as the mail boat was about 
to depart, was seen to make a precipitate retreat through 
the back street^ which led from the Consul's to the wharf, 
nvhere the boat lay, when he sprang on board, darted into 
the cabii:, and in a few seconds was under way. It was 
known that a man of war was hovering on the coast, and 
his intention was to communicate the declaration of war U> 
her. . Boats, from the navy yard and fort N«:;lson, were 
immediately dispatched, which succeeded in taking WiU 
kiosoD. He proved to be a captain in the Royal Marines. 

THE FIRST PRIZE. 
Was the schooner Patriot, ,1, A. Brown, Master, from 
Goadaloupe, bound to Halifax, with a valuable cargo of 
sugar, taken by ^he revenue cutter Jeffei*sou, Wm. Ham, 
Master, and arrived at Norfolk, June 26. 



■•■••s^ 



MESSAGE, 
To the Senate and House ef hepresentatives of the United 

Slates. 
I transmit, for the information of Congress, copies of 
letters which have passed between the Secretary of State, 
and the Envoy Extraordinary and minister Plenipotentiary 
of Great-Britain. 

JAMES MADISON. 
June 15, 1812. 

3Ir. Foster to 3Ir. Monroe. 

Washington, June 10, 1812. 
SIR — It has been extremely satisfactory to me, to find 
by your letter dated June Gth, which I had the honor to re- 
ceive Nesterday morning, that it was not the wish of the 
American government to close all further discussion rela- 
tive to the important questions vit issue, between the two 



mSTOAY OF THE WAR. ^ 

countries. I beg you to be assured, sir, that it never was 
my intention, in alluding to my letters which bad remain- 
ed without answer at your office, to use any expressions 
which could, in the most remote manner, contain any thing 
personal. I shall ever W ready with pleasure to bear les- 
. timony to that franknesSf candor, and good temper, which 
so eminently distinguish you, and have been acknowledged 
to belong to you, by all who have ever had the honor to 
discuss with you any question of public interest. 

But, sir, although you were not backward in entering in- 
to full explanations with me verbally, X could not but ft-el, 
particularly as I had just had communications to make to 
you of the greatest importance, that I jiad a right to expect 
from ypu a written reply to them ; and while I remember- 
ed that two of my former notes were still unanswered, the 
one written three months ago, containing among other im- 
portant topics, a particular question which X was expressly 
instructed to put to you, as to whether you could point to 
any public act, on the part af the French government, by 
which they had really revoked their Decrees, and the other 
furnishing strong evidence of the continued existence of 
those very Decrees ; also, when I perceived that my note, 
communicating the duke of B^uisano's report, which you 
knew was to be sent to you on the 1st inst. was not waited 
for, but that a message was transmitted by the Executive to 
Congress, which it seems contained a reterence to an insu- 
lated passage m the despatch on which my note was found* 
ed, that if taken unconnected with what preceded or tol- 
lowed, it might be liable to misconstructii)n, I could not 
avoid, apprehending that no means of further explanation 
might be left open to me. 

1 beg you to be assured sir, that if I was embarrassed by 
your demands of '^n explanation as to what appeared to you 
to be a difference between lord Castlereagh's despatch, com- 
municated to you, and my note, it arose from the novelty 
of the demand, that seemed to involve an iiiformalitv of 
proceeding, in which I coidd tiot feel myself justified in 
acquiescing. Had you, in^makiii{^ a r^ply to my commu- 
nication, asked me how far a repeal of the French Decrees 
was demanded by my government, and as to whether a spe- 
cial repeal, as tar as respe^tpd: A^^^'^^^^^^'^l ^^ sufHcient; 
I should have had no hesitatioik in gwm^ now ^n^ys ^*c\v^- 
faction. 
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You note of the 6th instant lias, by shewing^ that the doot 
was not absolutely shut to a co.ttuiuance ot our discoss^ion, 
Teheved aie from further ditticuUy on this |)oiiit. 

I have no hesitation, sir, in sayings that Great- Britain, as 
the case has hitherto stood, never did, nor never could en- 
gage, without the grossest itijustice lo herselft' and her 
allies, as well as to other neutral nat ons, to repeal her Or- 
ders as affecting America arune, iea\ \u^ tr.em in force 
against other states, upon condition that France would ex- 
cept, singly and specially^ America, trom the operation of 
her Decrees. You will recollect, sir, that the Orciers in 
Council are measures of defence, directed against the sys- 
tem contained in those Decrees; that it is a uar of trade 
which is carried on by France ; that what you call the 
ttiunici[>al regulations of France, have never been called- 
municipal by France herself, but are her main engines in 
that novel and monstrous system. It cannut, feiien, be ex- 
pected that Great- Britain should renounce her efforts to 
throw back upon France the evils with which she menaces 
Great-Britain, merely because France might seek to alle- 
viate her own situation by waving the exercise of that part 
of her system which she cannot enforce. 

But, sir, to what purpose argue upon a supposed case ; 
upon a state of things not likely to occur, since the late re- 
port and senatus consultum which have been published to 
the world, as it were, insultingly in the face of tho^e }^h6 
would contend that any re[>eal whatever had taken piace^ 
of the Decrees in question. 

You draw a comparison between the mode in which this 
instrument has ap|)eared, and that which you call tl.e h^gh 
evidence of the repeal as staled in Mr. C!i:im.>agny's note : 
and it would almost seem as if you consiuered tiie laller as 
the most authentic ot the two ; but, sir, vou cannot serionsiy 
contend that the dukeof Bassano'sreport, with the seitalus 
consultum accompanying it, published in the othctal |)a| cr 
at Paris, is not a very difierent inslrument from the above 
letter, oflering a mere pi*uV!Sional tepeai oi tlie Decrees, 
upon conditions utterly inadmissible: conditions ton, which 
realiy formed of themselves a question ot paramount mi- 
portance. 

The condition then demanded, and which was bron;jht 
forward ^o unexpectedly, was a tei^^Vot' Uve blockade of 
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May, 1806, which Mr. Pinkney, in the letter you have re- 
fered ma to, declared to have been required by America as 
indispensal>le in the view of her acts of intercourse and non- 
intercourse, as well as a repeal of other blockades of a sim« 
ilar character, which were maintained by G. Britain, to be 
founded on strict maritime rights. 

The conditions now annexed to the French demand are^ 
much more extenstive, and as I have shewn, includes a sur-* 
render of many other of the most established principles of 
the public law of nations. 

I cannot, I confess, see upon what ground you contend 
that the report of the duke of Bassano, affords no proof 
against any partial repeal of the French Decrees. The 
principles advanced in that report are general ; there is- 
uo exception made in favor of America, and in the corres-* 
pondence of Mr. Barlow, as officially published, he seems 
to allow that he had no explanation respecting it. How 
can it, therefore, be considered in any other light than as a 
republication of the Decrees themselves ? which, as it were 
to take away all ground for any doubt, expressly advances 
a doctrine that can only be put in practice on the high Sf as, 
namely, * that free ships shall make free goods,* since the 
application of such a principle to vessels in port is absolute**' 
ly rejected under his contmental system. 

It is, indeed, impossible to see how, under such circum- 
stances, America can call upon 6. Britam to revoke her 
Orders in Council. It is impossible that she can revoke 
them at this moment, in common justice to herself and to 
her allies ; but, sir, while under the necessity of continu- 
ing* them, she will be ready to manage their exercise, so as 
Lo alleviate as much as possible, the pressure upon America ; 
and it would give me great pleasure to confer with you, at 
any time, upon the most advisable manner of producing 
(hat effect. I have the honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 



Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 

Dkpartmbnt of StaT£, June 13,1812. 

SIR— -I am not aware that any letter of yours, on any 

subject, on which the final decision of this government had 

not been communicated to you, has been suffered to remaia 

"Without a piPompt and written answer \ a,wA. ^Nex\ \w Vn^ 

15 
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CBsen thiis supposed to li.ive bi en settled, which you thought 
proper to revive, although no favorabie citunge had iakeu 
place in the policy or measures of your «;'overnuieiit, I have 
never failed to explain to you intormally, in enrly iiiter-^ 
iriews, the reaso.is which niude it imperiously the duty of 
the U. States to continue to afford, to their rignts and uiter- 
Mls, all the r-rotection in Iheir power. Tiie acknowledge 
mClftt of this on your part, was due to iht frankness ut the 
communications which have passed between us on the hij^h- 
ly important subjects on which we have treated, and 1 am 
Happy to find by your letter of the lOihinst. that in relying 
on it, 1 have not been disappomted. 

The impropriety of the demacd made by your govern- 
ment of a copy of the instrument of instructions give., bj 
the French government to its cruizers, atter tt^ie re|;eai of 
the Berlin and Milan Decrees, was snffic.ei.tlv shown in 
Mr. Pinkney's letter to the Marquis ot Wellesley of the 
10th of December, 1810, and in my letters to }Ou ot ii e 
23d Julv 1811, and 14th January last, li was for this rea- 
son that I thought it mon suitable to referyuu to those tetters, 
for the answer to thai demand, than to re()eat \i in a formal 
communication. 

It excites, however no small surprise, that you should 
continue to demand a copy of that instrument, or any new 
proof of the repeal of the French Decrees, at the very time 
that you declare that the proof wliich you demand, in the 
extent to which we have a right to claim the repeal, would 
not, if afforded, obtain a corresponding re|)eai of the Orders 
in Council. This demaud is the more extraordinary, when 
it is considered, that since the repeal of the Decrees, as it 
respects the U. States, was announced, your government 
has enlarged its pretensions, as to the conditions on which 
the Orders in Council should be repealed, and even mvigor- 
ated its practice under them. 

It is satisfactory to find that there has been no misapprehen- 
sion of the condition, without which your government relu- 
ses to repeal the Orders in Council. You admit that to 
obtain iheir repeal, in res[)ect to Ibe U. States, the repeal of 
the French Decrees must be absolute and unconditional, 
not as to the U. States only, but to all other neutral nations ; 
nor as far as they affect neutral commerce only, but as they 
cperdte internally and affect Ihe trade in British mauufac- 
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tores with the enemies of G. Britain. As the Orders in 
Council have formed a principal cause of the differences 
"which unhappily exist between our countries, a condition 
of their repeal, communicated in any authentic document or 
manner, was entitled to particular attention ; and surely 
none could have so hipfh a claim to it, as the letter from 
XiOrd Castlereagh toy< u, submitted by his authority to my 
view, for !he express purpose of making that conditiun, 
with its other contents, known to this government* 

With this knowledge of the <letenninalioii of your gov- 
ernment, to say nothing of the other conditions annexed to 
the repeal of the Orders in Council, it is impossible forme 
to devise or conceive any arrangement consistent with the 
honor, the rights.and interests of the U. States, that could 
be made the basis or become the result of a conference on 
the subject. As the President nevertheless retains his soli- 
citude to see a happy termination of any differences be- 
tween the two countries, and wishes that every opportunity, 
however unpromising, which ni»y possibly lead to it, should 
be taken advantage of, I have the honor to inform you that 
I am ready to receive and pay due attention to any com*, 
munication or propositions, having the object in view, which 
you may be authorised to make. 

Under existing circumstances, it is deemed most advisa* 
ble, in every res]:ect, that this should be done in writing, 
as most Bosceptible of the requisite precision, and least liable 
to misaprehension. Allow me to add, that it is equally 
desirable that it should be done without delay. By this it is 
not meant to preclude any additional opportunity which 
may beafforded by apei*sonal interview. I have the honor 
to be, &c. JAMES MONROE. 



Hr.* Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, June 14, 1812, 

SIR — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 13th. instant. 

It is really quite painful to me to perceive, that notwith- 
standing the length of the discussions which have taken 
place between us, misapprehensions have again arisen res- 
pecting some of the most important features in the questions 
at issue between our two countries ; which misapprehen- 
sioDSy perhaps, proceeding from my aol ex^t^^iiv^^ \svj^;d& 
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snfiicientlv clear in my note of the lOtli inHl. in relation to 
one of those questions, it is absolutely necessary should be- 
done away, 

I be^ leave as^ain to state to you* si ry that it is not the 
operation of the French Decrees upon the British trade with 
the enemies of G. Britain, that has ever formed a subject of 
discussion between us, and that it is the operation of those 
Decrees upon G. Britain, througfh neutral commerce only, 
which has really been the point at issue. Had America 
resisted the effect of those D«'crees in iheir full extent upou 
her neutral ri^rhts, we should never have had a difference 
upon the subject ; but while French cruizers continue to 
capture her ships under their operation, she seems to have 
been satisfied if those ships were released by special irnpe-* 
rial mandates, issued as the occasion arose ; and she has 
chosen to call municipal an unexampled assumption of au* 
thority by France, in countries not under French juri&dic* 
lion, and expressly invaded for the purpose of preventing 
their trade with England, on principles directly applicable 
to, if they could be enforced a^^ainst America, 

I beg you to recollect, sir, that if no revocation had been 
made of the Orders in Council, upon any repeal of the 
French Decrees, as hitherto shown by America to have 
taken place, it has not been the fault of his majesty's gov* 
ernment. It was France, and aflerwards America, that 
connected the question relative to the right of blockade willi 
that arising out of the Orders in Council, You well know 
that if these two questions had not been united together, the 
Orders in Council would have been, m 1810, revoked. 
How could it be expected that G. Britain, in common jus- 
tice to other neutral nations, to her allies, and to herself^ 
should not contend for a full and absolute repeal of the 
French Decrees, or should engage to make any particular 
concession in favor of America, when she saw that Ame- 
rica would not renounce her demand for a surrender with 
the Orders in Council of some of our most important mari- 
time rights. 

Even to this day, sir, yoq have not explicitly stated in 

any of the letters to which you refer me that the American 

government would expressly renounce asking for a revoca- 

iioii of ihe blockadeof May, 1806, and the other blockade 

a/Jaded tpinMr, Pinkne^'s ieller \ m^ck less have I bei^n 
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able to obtain from you any disclaimer of the rifi;hts asserted 
by France to impoi^ upon the world the new maritime code 
promulgated by France in the late repubUcation of iier 
Decrees, although I have, by order of my government, ex- 
pressly stated their expectation of such disrlaimer, and re- 
peatedly called for an expkmation on this point. 

1 will now say that 1 feel entirely authorised to assure 
vou that if you can, at any time, produce a full and uncon- 
clitional repeal of the French Decrees, as you have a right 
to demand it in your chaiacter ot*a neutral natio:i, and tbat 
it be disengaged irom any connection wi*h the question 
ooncerning our maritime rights, \ye shall be ready to meet 
you with a revocation of the Orders in Council. Previous 
to your prodncing such an instrument, which I am sorry to 
see you regard as unnecessary, you cannot expect of us to 
give up our Orders in GounciL 

In reference to the concluding paragraph of your lettei^ 
in answer to that in mine of the 10th inst. I will only say, 
that I am extremely sorry to find you think it impossible to 
devise or conceive any arrangement consistent with the 
honor, rights, and interests, of the U. States, which might 
tend to alleviate the pressure of the Orders in Council on 
the commerce of America. It would have given me great 
satisfection if we could have fallen upon some agreement 
that might have had such effect. My government, while 
under tbeimperious necessity of resisting France with her 
own weapons, most earnestly desires that the interest of 
America may suffer as little as piissible from the incident 
tal effect of the conflict. They are aware that their retal* 
iatory measures have forced the ruler of France to yield in 
some degrree from his hoi^tiie Decrees, and whether it were 
more advisable to push those measures rigorously on until 
they complete the breaking of it up altogether, (the main 
object 4lfour retaliatory system) or to take advantage of the 
partial and progressive retractions of it, produced by the ne» 
cessitiesof the enemy, has been a (|uestion with his majesty *s 
government. It is one on which they would have been 
most desirous to consult the interest of America. Under 
existing circumstances, however, and from our late com- 
munications, 1 have not felt encouraged to make you any 
written proposal arising out of this state of things ; I shall, 
tberefore, merely ag'ain express to jou, iVi^l wV^^ ^^<bf^X ^ 
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G. Britain has been throus^hout to endeavor, while forced^ 
in behalf of her most important rights and interest to reta- 
liate upon the French Decrees, to combine that retaliatioa 
with the greatest possible degree of attention to the interest 
of America, it would give his majesty's government the 
most sincere satisfaction if some arrangement could be found 
which would have so desirable an effect 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 



MESSAGE, 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the U. States. 

I communicate to (Congress copies of a letter to the Se» 
cretary of State, from the charge d'affairs of the U. States at 
London, and of a note to him from the British Secretary 
for foreign affairs. 

JAMES MADISON. 

June 22, 1812. 

Mr. Russell to the Sea^elary of State. 

London, May 2, 1812. 
SIR — After closing the duplicate of my letter to you of 
the 26th ult. I discovered the copy of the note of lord Cas- 
tlereagh to me of the 21st uit. had been left out by mistake* 
I take the liberty of now handing it to you. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 
[Enclosed in the above.] 
The undersigned, his majesty's principal Secretary of 
State for foreign affairs, is commanded by his royal high- 
nessi the prince regent, to transmit to Mr. Russell, charge 
d'affairs of the government of the U. States oi^ America, 
the enclosed copy of a Declaration accompanying an Order 
in Council which has been this day passed by his royal 
highness, the prince regent in Council. 

Tiie undersigned is commanded by the prince regent to 
request that Mr. Russell, in making this communication to 
his government, will represent this measure as conceived 
in the true spirit of conciliatiqn, and ^ith a due regard, on 
the part of his royal highness, to the honor and interest of 
the IT. States ; and the undersigned ventures to express 
bwcQD&deut hope, that Ui'is dec\av\e ^loo^ of the amicable 
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Matiments which animate the councils of his royal high^ 
ness to wai'ds America, may accelerate the return of amity 
and mutual confidence between Great-Britain and the 
United States. 

The undrsigned avails himself of this opportunity to re^ 
peat to Mr. Russell the assurances of his hii^h consideration. 

CASTLEREAGH. 

Foreign Office, April 21, 1812. 

ORDER m COUNCIL. 

Althe Court at Caritun-Uouse, the 21st day of April, 
1812, present bis royal highness the prince regent m 
Council. 

Whereas the government of France has, by an official 
report, communicated by its minister of foreign affairs to 
the conservative Senate, on the 10th of March last, remov- 
ed all doubts as to the persevereiice of that government in 
the assertion of principles, and in the maintainauce of a 
system, not more hostile to the maritime rights and com- 
mercial interest of the British empire, than inconsistent with 
the rights and independence of neutral nations, and has 
thereby plainly developed the inordinate pretensions which 
that system, as promulgated in the Decrees of Berlin and 
Milan, wasf rem the first designed to enforce. 

And whereas his majesty has invariably professed his 
readiness to revoke the Orders in Council adopted there- 
upon, as soon as the said Decrees of the enemy should be 
formally and unconditionally repealed, and the commer ce 
ef neutral nations restored to its accustomed course : 

His royal highness the prince regent (anxious to give the 
most decisive proof of his royal highness' disposition to 
perform the engagements of his majesty's government) is 
pleased, in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, and 
by and with the advice of his majesty's privy Council, to 
order and declare, and it is hereby ordered and declared, 
that if, at any time hereafter, the Berlin and Milan Decrees 
shall by some authentic act of the French government, pub* 
licly promulgated, be absolutely and unconditionally re- 
pealed, then, and from thenceforth, the Order in Council of 
the 7th day of January, 1807, and the Order in Council of 
Uie 2(>th day of April, 1809, shall, without any further or- 
der, be, and the same are hereby declared from thenceforth 
to be wholly and absolutely revoked ; and facdv«v^\k^2C\2si<^ 
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foil benefit of this order shall be extended to any ship or 
cargo raptured subsequent to Huch nutheutic act of re .eal 
0f the French Dc^creesy altliough antecedent to such repeal 
fluch ship or vessel shati ha\e commenred and shall have 
keen in the prosecution of a voyage, wiiich, under the sa*d 
Orders in Council, or one of them, would have subjected^ 
ber to capture and condemnation ; and the claimant of any 
ship or cargo which shall \^e captured or brous^ht to adjudi- 
cation, on account of any alleged breach of either of the 
said Orders in Council, al an\ t:me subsequent to such au- 
thentic act ot repeal by the French gover..nieut, shall with- 
out any further Order or Declaration on the part of his 
majesty's government on this subject; be at libei-ty to give 
in evidence in the high Courts of Admiralty, or any Cuarfc 
of Vice-Admiralty, before which such ship or cargo shall 
be brought for adjudication, that such repeal by the French 
government had been, by such authentic act, promulgated 
prior to such capture ; and upon proof thereo', tht^ vovuge 
flhall be deemed and taken to have been as lawful as if the 
said Orders in Council had never been made : saving, nev- 
ertheless, to the captors, such protection and indemnity as 
they may be equitably entitled to in the judgment of the 
9aid Court, by reason of their ignorance, of uncertainty as lo. 
the repeal of the French Decrees, or of the recognition of 
such repeal by his majesty's government at the time of such 
capture. 

His royal highness, however deems it proper to declare,, 
that should the repeal oi the French Decrees, thus anticipat- 
ed and provided for, prove atlerwards to have been illusory 
en the part of the e leiny ; and should the rnstnctions there- 
of be still practically enforced, or revived by the enemy; 
G. Britain will be compelled, howe\er reluctantly, after 
reasonable notice, to have recourse to such measures of re- 
taliation as may then appear to be just and necessary. 

And the Right Honorable the lords commissioners of 
bis Majesty's treasury, his Majesty's princi[iai Secretaries 
of state, the lords Commissionei-s of the Admiralty, and 
the Judges of the high Court of Admiralt}, aiid the Judges 
of the Courts of Vice- Admiralty, are to lake the necesbary 
measures therein as to theiu shall respective! v n* 'ertain. 

ChETVVYND. 
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Mr. Russell to Lord Castkreagh. 
- My Lord — I have the honor to* acknowledge the receipt 
t»f th^ note which your lordship addressed to me on the 21st 
of this month, enclosin;^, by command of his royal highness^ 
the prince regent, a copy of a declaration accompanying an 
Order in Council which had this day been passed. 

It would afford me the highest satisfaction, in communi* 
aating that declaration and order to my government, to 
have represented them, as conceived in the true spirit of 
conciliation and with a due regard to the honor and inter- 
ests of the U. States. I regret, however, that so far from 
perceiving in them any evidence of the amicable sentiments 
ivhich are professed to animate the councils of his royal 
highness, I am compelled to consider them as an uusqui- 
vocal proof of the determination of his 6 i aunic majesty's 
government to lidhere to a system, which, both as to prin- 
ciple and fact, originated, and has been continued in error; 
and against which, the government of the U. States, so 
long as it respects itself and the essential rights of the na- 
tion over which it is placed, cannot cease to contend. 

The U. States have never consiciered it iheir duty to en- 
quire, iior do they pretend to decide, whether England or 
France was guilty, in relation to the other, of the tirst viola- 
tion of the public law of nations; but they do consitier it 
their most imperious duty to protect themselves from the 
unjust operation of the unprecedented measure of retalia- 
tion professed by both powers to be founded on such viola- 
tion. In this operation, by whichever party directed, the 
!!• States have never, for a moment, acquiesced, nor by the 
slightest indication ofsuch acquiescence, afforded a pretext, 
for extending to them the evils, by which England and 
France affect to retaliate on each other. They have in no in- 
stance departed from the observance of that strict impartiality 
which their peaceful position required, and which ought 
to have secured to them the unmolested enjoyment of their 
iiieutraiity. To their astonishment, however, they perceiv- 
ed that both these belligerent powers, under the pretence 
of annoying each other, adopted and put in practice new 
principles of retaliation, involving the destruction of those 
commercial and maritime rights which the 17. States re- 
gard as essential and inseperable attributes of thevc xwdi^ 
pendence. Aithoug'h alive to all the lujvu^ aw^\\v\v\sV\cfe«>^ 
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this systeui, tlie American government resorted to no meas- 
ures to oppose it, which were not of the most pacific ami im- 
partial character in relation to both the agfgressors. Its re- 
inoiisti'anceSy its restrictions of commercial intercourse, and 
its overtures for accommodation, were equally addressed to 
England and France : and if there is now an inequality in 
the relations of the U. States with these countries, it can 
only be ascribed to England herself, who rejected the terms 
proffered to both, while France accepted them, and who 
continues to execute her retaliatory Edictson the high seas, 
wliile those of France have here cieased to operate. 

IfG. Bntain could not be persuaded by considerations 
of universal equality, to refrain from adopting* any line of 
conduct, however unjust, for which she might discover a 
precedent in the conduct of her enemy, or to abandon an 
attempt of remotely and uncertainly anno\ing that enemy 
through the imuK^diate and sure destruction of tlie vital in- 
terest of a nentral and unoffending state, yet it wa» confi- 
dently expected that she would be willing to folloiV that 
enemy also in his return towards justice, and, from a res- 
pect to her own declarations to proceed j9ari passu with him 
in the revocation of the offending Edicts. This just expec- 
tation has, however, been disappointed, and an exemption 
of the flag of the U. States from the o|>eration of the<Berlin 
and Milan Decrees, has produced no corresponding modi- 
fication of the British Orders in Council. On the contrary, 
he fact of such exemption on the part of France, appears, 
by the declaration and Order in Council of the British go- 
vernment on the 21st of this month, to be denied, and the en- 
gagements of the latter, to proceed, step by step, with its 
enemy, in the work of repeal and relaxation, to be disown- 
ed or disregarded. 

That France has repealed her Decrees so far as they re- 
spected the U. States, has been established by declarations 
and facts, satisfactory to them, and which it was presumed 
should have been equally satisfactory to the British govern- 
ment. A formal and authentic declaration of the French 
government communicated to the minister plenipotentiary 
of the U. Slates at Paris, on the .3th of August, 1810, an- 
nounced that the Decrees of Berlin and Milin were revoked, 
and shouUl cease to operate on the 1st of the succeeding 
November, provided thai yi covuV\\\ov\ presented to Eng- 
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land, or another condition presented to thelJ. States sbould 
he performed. The. condition presented to the U. States 
"Was performed, and their performanjce rendered absolute 
the repeal of the Decrees. 80 far, therefore, from this rer 
pea] depending upon a condition in which G. Britain could 
not acquiesce, it became absolute, ;nde|>eiident of any act 
of G. Britain, the moment the act proposed for the perform- 
ance of the U. States was accomplisht^d. Such was the 
construction, given to this measure by the U. States from 
the first ; and that it was a correct one has been sufficiently 
evinced by the subsequent practice. 

Several instances of the acquittal of American vessels and 
cargoes^ to which the Decrees would haye attached, if still 
ifk force against the U. States, have from time to time, been 
presented to his Britannic majesty's governu>ent. That 
these cases have been few, is to be ascribed to the few cap- 
tures, ia consequence of this repeal, made by French cruiz- 
Qrs ; and should r^o ptbersuch case occur, it would be ow- 
ing to the efficacy of this repeal, and to the exact observ- 
ance of it, even by the most wanton and irregular of those 
cruizers. 

From the Ist of November, 1810, to the 29th of January 
of the present year, as appears by a note which I had the 
honor to address to the predecessor of your lordship, on the 
8tli of February last, the Berlin and Milan Decrees had not 
beep applied to At^^^'i^^i^ property, nor have I heard that 
siicb application has since been made. 

3ut against the autl^ntic act of the Frencli government 
of the t>(h August, 1810, and the subsequent conduct of the 
government, mutually explaining each other, and conform- 
Wg the coustrnctipn adopted by the U. States, a re port said 
to be communicated by the French minister of Foreign af- 
faiii's to the conservate senate, is opposed. W.thout pr^teii- 
c|ing to doubt tho genuinei^oss of that report, although it 
hw reached this country only in a newspaper, yet it is to bo 
]timented that as much form and evidence of autlienticity 
bave not been required, in an act considered as furnishuig 
cause for the cotitinua.nce of the Orders in Council, as an 
act which by the very terms of these Orders challenged 
their revocation. — The act of the 6th of August, 1810, 
emanating from the sovereign of France, officially comma 
rPicated to th,e JBritish gpvernmenti and saUH\\xi^W\\^ eY.'^>\vv^ 
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ed and explained by the practical comments of more thaa 
eigbteeii months, in denied to afford convincing evidence 
of the repeal of the French Dtcrees, while fall proof of 
their continuance is inferred from a report, which, from its 
very nature, must contani the mere opinions and specula- 
tions of a subject which is destitute of all authority until act^r 
ed upon b\ the body to which it was presented, which has 
fonnd its way hither in no more authentic shape than the 
columns of the Moniteur, and f4)r the proper understand- 
ing of \ihirh not a moment has been allowed. — But even 
were the cause thusassigneu to the report just, it is still dif- 
ficult to discover what inference can be fairly deduced from 
it incompatible with the previous declarations and conduct 
of the French government exempting the United States 
from the operation ol its Decrees. The very exception ia 
that report with regard to nations who do not sutler their 
flag to be denaticnahzedf was undoubtedly made with re- 
ference to ihe U. Stales, and with a view to reconcile the 
general tenor of th J report with the good faith with which 
it lierame Fraiice to observe the conventional re|)eal of those 
Dt^crees in their tavur. However novel mav t e the terms 
em; 'toy eds or whatever may be their precise meaning, they 
ought to be interpreted to accord with the engagements of 
ti.x French government, and with justice and good faith. 

Your lordship will, I doubt not, V e more readily ac- 
knowledge the propriety of considering the report in thiS' 
light, by a reference to similar reports made to the same 
conservative senate, on the 13th ol Dec. 1810, by the duke 
of Cadore (the predecessor of the present French minister 
of exterior relations) and by the count de Simonvilie. la 
these re|.oiis they say to the emperor, (which proves -that 
sucti reports are not to be considered as dictated by him) 
* Sire, as long as England shall persist in her Orders ia 
Council, so long your majesty will persist in your Decrees/ 
and • the Peciees of Beiim ad Mnan are an answer to 
the Orders ^n Council. The British Cabinet, has, thus to 
speak, dictated them to France. Europe receives Ihem 
for her code, and this code shall become the palladium of 
the liherlj ot the seas ' Surely, this 1 nguage is as stronjg^ 
as that of the report of the 10th of Marc;., and still more 
absolute ; or there is no quaiticaticn in it in favor of any 

Batiou} (iu9 language has bolh, V>^ ^\i igvgVa.\^flLUoa of the 
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cluke of Cadore to me at the stime lime, and by the uniform 
4:on<luct of the French g'overiniient Bihce, bt^en recoiieihed 
with the repeal of these Decrees, so far as they concerned 
the IT. States. 

Had the French Decrees originally afforded an adequate 
foundation for the nntish Orders in Cou^icil, and tieen con- 
tinued after these reports, in fail force, and extent^ surely, 
during a period in which above a hundred American ves- 
sels and their car«|^o<'S have fallen a prey to these Orders, 
some one solitary instance of capture and confiscation must 
have happened under those Decrees. Tliat no such m- 
stance has happened incontrovertibi} proves, either that 
those Decrees are of themselves hariuioss, or that thev have 
been repealed; and in either case they can afford no right* 
ful plea or pretext for G. Britain, fur these measures ol pre- 
tended retaliation, whose sole efi'ect is to lay ^aste the neu- 
tral commerce of America. 

With the remnant of those Decrees, which is still in 
force, and v hich consists of municipal regulations, confint^d 
in their operation within the pvo|)er aiiu undeniable juris- 
diction of the States where they are executed, the U. States 
have no concern ; nor do they acknowledge themselves to 
be under any political obligation, either to examine into the 
snds proposed to be attained by this surviving portion of 
the continental system, or to oppose their accomplishment. 
Whatever may be intended to be done in regard to other 
nations by this system, cannot be imputed to the U. States, 
nor are they to be made responsible, while they religiously 
observe the obligations of their neutrality for the mode in 
ivhich belligerent nations may choose to exercise their pow- 
er, for the injury of each other. When, however, these na^ 
tions exceed ihe just limits of their power by the invasion 
of the I ights of ))eaceful states on the ocean which is sub- 
jiect to the common and equal jurisdiction of all nations, 
tlie U. States cann(»t remain indifferent, and by iquietly con* 
aenting to yield up their share of this jurisdiction, abandon 
their maritmie rights. — France has respected these rights 
by the disco.itmuance of her Edicts on the high seas, 
leaving no part of these Edicts in operation to the injury of 
the U. States; and of course, no part in which they can be 
supposed to acquiesce, or against which they can be re- 
qun-ed to contend. They ask G. Bv\la\U) b^ ^\\>u^ \^^^^>cX. 
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for their righttif, to exempt them from the operation of her 
Orders in CouDcil. Should such exemption involve the 
toia4 practical extinction of these Orders, it will only prove 
that they were exclusively applied to the commerce of the 
U. States, and that they had not a single feature of resem- 
hlance to the Decrees, against waich they are professed to 
retaliate. 

. li is with patience and confidence that the United States 
have expected ihis exemption, and to which thev believed 
themselves entitled, by all those considerations of right and 
promise, which I have freely stated to your lordship. With 
vhat disappomtment, therefore, must they learn that G, 
Sntain, in professing to do away tlieir disaffection, explicit- 
ly avows her intention to persevere m her Orders in Coun- 
cil, until some authentic act hereafter to be promulgated by 
the French government, shall declare the Berlin and Milan 
Decrees are expressly and unconditionally repealed. To 
obtain such an act, can the United States interfere ? Would 
such an interference be compatible either with a sense of 
justice, or with what is due to their own dignity ? Can they 
be expected to falsify their repeated declarations of their 
selisfaction with the act of the dth of August, 1810, con-« 
firmed by abundant evidence of its subsequent observance, 
and by now affecting to doubt of the sufficiency of that act* 
to. demand another, which in its form, its mode of publica^^ 
lion, sind its impart, shall accord with the requisitions of 6* 
Britain ? And can it be supposed that the French govwn- 
ment would listen to such a proposal made under such cir^ 
eumstances, and with such a view ? 

While, therefore^ I can perceive no reason^ in the report 
of the French minister, of the 10th of March^to believe that 
the U. States erroneously assumed the repeal of the French 
Decrees, to be complete in relation to them ; while aware 
that the condition of which the Orders in Council is now 
distinctly made to depend, is the total repeal of both tlie 
Berlin and Milan Decrees, instead as formerly of the Berlin 
Decree only ; and while I feel that to ask the performance 
of this condition from others, inconsistent with the honor of 
the U. States, and to perform it themselves beyond their 
power; your lordship will permit me frankly to avow that 
I cannot accompany the communication to my government, 
of the declaration and Order in CSouncil of thf 21«t of this 
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month, with any felicitation on the prospect which this mea- 
sure presents of an accelerated retarn of amity and mutual 
confidence between the two states. 

It is with real pain that I make to your lordship this a- 
vowaly and I will seek still to confide in the spirit which 
your lordship in your note, and in the conversation of this 
morning, has been pleased to say actuates the councils of 
his royal highness in relation to America, and still to cher- 
ish a hope that the spirit will lead, upon a review of the 
whole ground, to measures of a nature better calculated to 
attain this object, and that this object will no longer be made 
to depend on the conduct of a third power, or contingencies 
over which the U. States have no controul, but alone upon 
the rights of the U. States, the justice of G. Britain, and 
the common interests of both. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 



Previous to the Declaration of War, Gen. Hull, with 
about two thousand men, was ordered to proceed, tu Do-* 
troit.-^The army arrived at the head of Lake Erie, about 
the time war was declared ; and several officers, and la^ 
dies, with the baggage of the General Officers, proceeded 
down the Lake for Detroit, in a gun vessel. The British 
received the news of the war before Gen. Hull, and sent, a 
brig in pursuit of his baggage, which succeeded in captur- 
ing the vessel, and carried her into Maiden. — ^The British 
commander sent the ladies over to Detroit, in a flag of truce, 
which was the first intelligence they had received of the 
war. 

Gen. Hull, after concentrating his forces, at Detroit, 
crossed over the river to Sandwich, and issued the follow^ 
ing singular and extraordinary Proclamation. 

BY WILLIAM HXJIX, 

Brigadier General and Commander of the North Western 

Army of the United States : 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Inhabitants of Canada ! 

After thirty years of peace and prosperity, the U. States 
have been driven to arms. The injuries and aggressions* 
Ae insults and indignities of G. Britain have once more left 
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them no altcrnnt've but iDiinlv resistance, or unconditional 
submission. The army ui'der n\y command has invaded 
your country; ^he standard of the Union now waves over 
the territ<»ry of Can da. To ihe i^eaceable unoffenduig in- 
habitant, it brin|i>'s neither dauD^ernpr difficulty. I come to 
find enemies, not to make them. 1 come to protect^ not to 
injure you. 

Separated by an immense ocean and an extensive wil- 
derness from G. Britain, .on have no particijiation in her 
couticils; no interest in her conduct. ^ You have felt her ty- 
ranny ; you have sf en her iiijusnce. But I do not ask you 
toavenj^e the one, or to redress the other. The IJ. States 
are sufficiently po.veri'ui to affrd every security, cons^sieivt 
with their ng^i.ts and your expectations. 1 tender you the. 
invaiuabte bless. ng of civil, lolitical, and religious liberty^ 
and their necessary result, uidividual and general prosperi- 
ty; that libertv which gave decision to our councils, and 
energy to our conduct in a struggle for independence, 
which conducted us safely and truniph'intly trhrough the 
tlormy period of the revolution — that liberty whirh has raid- 
ed us to an elevated rank among the naiions or the world; 
-and which afforded us a greater measure of peace and se* 
eurity, of wealth and improvement, than ever fell to the lot 
of any people. In the name of my countrv, and the au- 
thority of government, I promise you protection to your 
persons, pro|)erty, and < ights ; remain atyour homes ; pursue 
your peaceful and customary avocations; raise not vour 
hands against your brethren. Many of your falhers tought 
for the freedom and iiulependence we now enjoy. iiiung 
children therefore of the same family with us, and heirs to 
the same heritage, the arrival of an army of friends must 
be hailed by you with a cordial welcome. —You wili be 
emancipated from tyranny and oppression, and restoi^ed to 
the dignified station of freedom. Had I. any doubt of 
eveiitual success, I might ask your assistance, but 1 do iioL 
I come prepared for every contingeiicy — I have a force 
which will break down all opposition, and that force is ^ ut 
the van-guard of a much greater. — [f, contrary to your <)wu 
interest and the just expectations of my country, you should 
take part in the approaching contest, vou wdl be considiT- 
ed and treated as enemies, and the horrors and calamities 
of war \rjll sTafk before you. If the barbarous and savage 
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'{iiolicy of G. Britain be pursued, aiut the savages are let 
loo e to murder our citizens and batcher our women and 
ehrldren, this war will be a war of extermination. The 
lirst stroke of the tomahawk — the first attempt with the 
scalping knife, will be the signal of one indiscrimmate 
scene of desolation. No white man found fighting b\ the 
side of an Indian will be taken prisoner — instant death w.U 
be his lot. If the dictates of reason, duty, justice, and hu- 
manity, cannot prevent the employment of a force which 
yespects no rights, and knows no wrong, it will be prevent- 
ed by a severe and relentless system of retaliation. I doubt « 
not your courage and firmness — I wJl not doubt your at- 
tachment to liberty. If you tender your services volunta- 
rily, they will be accepted readily. The U. States offer 
you peace, liberty, and security. Your choice lies between 
these and war, slavery and destruction. — Choose then ; but 
choose wisely ; and may He who knows the justice of our 
cause, and who holds in his hand the fate of nations, guide 
you to a result the most compatible with your rights and 
interests, your peace and happiness. 

By the General, 

A. P. HULL, ^ 
Captain of the Vith United States' regiment oj Jn/antrjf, 

and Aid-dC'Camp. ' 
Head-Quarters, Sandwich, July 12, 1812. 

WILLIAM HULU 



On the 10th of July, Colonels Cass and Miller, attempt*- 
ed to surprise a British post, 'iOO strong, at a bridge about 
five miles from Maiden. — They were discovered by the 
British, and after a slight skirmish, the enemy retreated, 
leaving eleven men kitted and wounded, on the field ; our 
troops returned to head-quarters, at Sandwich, a-id the 
British re-pested themselves again, at the bridge. On the 
19th and 24th there was considerable skirmiMhiug, with 
trifling success, on either side— -our loss was six men killed 
and wounded — the British and Indians, lost sixteen killed, 
and several wounded. 



Soon after General Hull had crossed from Detroit, into 
Canada, and had issued his Proclamation, the gi:«^\.^v ^^^ii.^ 
^fthe militia of the neighboring couuIvn ^?cve vVv^\w^«iNNei^ 
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. And whereas the charg'e cV affairs of the U. States ot* 
Anienca, resident at this Court, did, on the 21st day of May 
last« transmit to lord viscount Castlereagh, one of his ma- 
jesty's principal secretaries, a copy of a certain instrument, 
then for tlie first time communicated to this Court, purport 
ting to be a Decree passed by the government of France, 
on the 38th of April, 1811, by which the Decrees of Berhn 
said MdcUi are declared to be definitely no longer in force 
in regard to American vessels : 

And whereas his royal highness, the prince regent, al- 
though he cannot consider the tenor of said instrument as 
satist'ymg the conditions set forth in the said Order of the 
21st of April labt, upon which the said Orders were to cease 
and determine, is nevertheless disposed, on his part, to take 
such measures as may tend to re-establish the intercourse 
between neutral and belligerent nations, upon its accustomed 
principles, his ro\al highness, the prince regent, in the name 
and on the behalf of his m<jesty, is therefore pleased, by and 
With the advice of his majesty's privy ^ oimcil, to order and 
deoare, and it is bt^reby oruereii and declared, that the Or-' 
der in Council bearing date the 7th day of January, 1807, 
and the Order in Council bearing date the 26th day of 
April, 1809, be revpked, so far as may regard American 
vessels and their cargoes, being American property, from 
the 1st day of Anj^ast next. 

But whereas by certain acts of the government of the 
U. Stact^s of America, all British armed vessels are exclud- 
ed from the harbors and waters of the said IT. States, the 
aruied vessels of France being permitted to enter therein, 
and the commercial intercourse between G. Britain and the 
said U. Sutes is interdicted, the commercial intercourse 
between France and the said U. States having been restor- 
ed : his royal highness, the prince regent is pleased hereby 
further to dt^clare, in the name and on the behalf of his ma- 
jesty, that if the government of the said U. States shall not 
OS soon as may be after this order shall have been duly 
notified by his majesty's minister in America to the said 
government, revoke or cause to be revoked the said acts, 
this present Order shall in th^it case, after t^lear notice signi- 
fied by his majesty's minister in America, to the said gov- 
ernment, be thenceforth null and of no efiect 
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It k further ordered and declared, that all American' ves- 
-sels and their cargoes, being American property, that shall 
have been captured subsequently to the 28th of May last, for 
a breach of the aforesaid Orders in Council alone, and 
M^hich shall not have been actually condemned before the 
date of this Order, and that all ships and cargoes as afore- 
said, that shall henceforth be captured under the said Or- 
ders, prior to the Ist day of August next, shall not be pro- 
ceeded agamst to condemnation, until further orders, but 
shall, in the event of this Order not becoming null and of no 
effect, in the case aforesaid, be forthwith liberated and re- 
stored, subject to such reasonable expences ou the part of 
the captors, as shall have been justly incurred. 

Provided that nothing in the Order contained respecting 
the revocation of the Orders herein mentioned, shall be 
taken to revive wholly, or in part, the Orders in Council of 
the 11th of November, 1807, or any other Order not herein 
mentioned, or to deprive parties of any legal remedy to 
which they may be entitled, under the Order in Council, o£ 
the 21st of April, 1812. 

His royal highness, the prince regent is hereby pleased 
further to declare, in the name and on the behalf of his ma- 
jesty,, that nothing in the present Order contained shall be 
understood to pi*eclude his royal highness* the prince regent, 
if circumstances shall so require, from restoring, after rea- 
sonable notice, the Orders of the 7th of January, 1807, and 
the 26th of April, 1809, or any part thereof, to their full 
effect, or from taking such other measures of retaliation 
as^amst the enemy, as may appear to his royal highness to be 
jast and necessai^y. 

And the right honorable the lords commissioners of his 
majesty's treasury, his majesty's principal secretaries of slate, 
the lords commi^ssioners of the Admiralty and the Judge 
•f the high Court of Admiralty, and the Judge of the 
Court of Vice Admiralty, are to take the necessary mea- 
sures herem, as to them may respectively appertain. 

Oen. Hull to the Secretary of War. 

MoNTREAi., Sept. 8th, 1812. 
• SIR — ^The inclosed dispatch was prepared on my arri- 
val at Fort George, and it was my intention to have for- 
Vvarded it from that place by Major Witherell, of the 
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Michigan yolunteers. I mad^ application to the com- 
manding officer at that post, and was refused.; be staitng* 
Uiat.he was not aathorised, and Gen. Brock was then at 
Tork. We were immediately embarked for this place^ 
•nd Msyor Witherell obtained liberty at KingstoB ho go* 
home on parole. 

This is the first opportunity I have had to forward the 
dispatches. 

The fourth U. States* regiment is destined for doebec, 
with a part of the first. The whole consist of a little over 
three hundred 

Sir Gerorge Prevort^ without any request on my paurt^ 
has offered to take my parole, and permit me to proceed ta 
the States. 

Lieut. Anderson, of the eighth regiment, is the bearer of 
Ay dispatches. He was formerly a Lieut, in the Artilleryt* 
and resigned his commission on account of being appoint- 
ed Marshal of the Territory of Michigan. During the 
<C{impaign be has had a command in the Artillery ;. and I 
recommend him to you as a valuable officer. 
: He is particularly acquainted with the atate of tUtigi 

Sevious, and at the time when the capitulation took place* 
!e will be able to give you correct iDibrmatton on. aAy: 
points^ about which you may think pt*oper to enquire. 

I amy very respectfully, &c. 
WILLIAM HULL. 
DISPATCH. 

Fori George, AuffUH 26, 1812. 

SIR — Inclosed are the articles of capitulation, by which 

the Fort of Detroit has been surrendered to Major^Genefal 

Brocky comnianding his Biritannic Majesly^s forces in Up* 

^r Canada, and by which the troops have become prisonere 

of war. My situation at present forbids me from detailiDgf 

the particular causes which have, led to this vnfortunata 

event. I will, however, generally observe, thi^ after the 

surrender ofMichilimackinac, almost every tribe and nation 

of Indians, excepting a part of the Miamiesand Dela wares, 

north from beyond Lake Superior, west from beyond the 

' Mississippi, south from the Ohio and Wabash, and east from 

every part of Upper Canada, and from all the intermediate 

country^ joined in open hostility under the British standard, 

against the army I commanded, coi^lm:^ to the most solemn 
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mmatewien of |k large portion of them to remain neutral ; 
0ven tiba Ottawa Qieits from Abercrofccb, who formed the 
^eln^Uon to W«(shing(on the laat summer, in whose friends 
ship I know you had great confidence* are among the hosh- 
tile trtlpes, and several of ihenoi distinguished leaders^ 
Among the v^tnomber of chiefs who led the hostile bands, 
T^cuoawrbf Marplot, Logan, Walkrin-the-water, Split^Log> 
&c. are considered the principals* This unmerous assem^ 
blage of saYageSf under the entire influence and direction 
<if the British commander, enabled him totally to obstruct 
the only communication which I had with my country. 
This commi^nication had been opened from the settlements 
in the st«d# of Ohio, two hundred miles through a wilder* 
Qess, by the fatigues of the army, n hich I marched ta 
the frontier on the river Detroit. The body of the Lake be« 
ing commanded by the British armed ships, and the shores 
and rivers by gun-boats, the army was totally deprived of all 
eommunication b^ water. On this extensive road it depend** 
•d for transportation of provisions, military stores, medicine^ 
clothing, and every other supply, on pack-horses — all it» 
operations were successful until it» arriis^l at Detroit, — in a 
few daya it passed into the enemy's country, and all oppo^ 
aition seemed to fall before it. One month it remained in 

Sossession of this country, and was fed from its resources^ 
n diflPerent directions detachments penetrated sixty mile» 
in the settled part of the province, and the inhabitants seem« 
ed satisfied with the change of situation, which appeared to 
be takiug place — the militia from Amhertsburg were daily 
deserting, and the whole country, then nnder the control 
of the army, was asking for protection. The Indians gen* 
eraliyp in the first instance, appeared to be neutralized, and 
determined to take no pait in the contest. 

The fort of Amherstburgh was eighteen miles below my 
encampment. JNot a single cannon or mortar was on 
wheels suitable to carry before that place. I consulted my 
officers whether it was expedient to make an attempt on it 
with the bayonet alone, without cannon to make a breach in 
the first instance. The council I called was of opinion it 
was noL — ^The greatest industry was exerted in making 
preparation, and it was not until the 7lh of August, that two 
24-pounders, and three howitzers were prepared. It was 
tlien my intention to have proceeded qu lV\e. ewX^t'gxvi^.-^ 
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While the operations of the army were delayed by these 
preparations the cloudit of adversity had been ;or some i 'Wie^ 
and seemed still thickly to be gathering' around me. The 
surrender of Michilimackinac opened the northern hive of 
Indians, and they were s^warmino^ down in every direction. 
Reinforcements from Niagara had arrived at Amherstburg 
under the command of Col. Proctor. The desertion of the 
militia ceased. Besides the reinforcements that came by 
water, I received information of a very considerable force 
vnder the command of Major Chambers, on the river Le 
French, wltl; four field-pieces, and collecting the militia on 
his route, evidently destined for Amherstburg; and in ad'^ 
dition to this combination, and increase of force, contrary to 
all my expectations, the WySlndots, Chippewas, Ottawas, 
Potawattamies, Munsees, Delawares, 8ccr. with whom I had 
the most friendly intercourse, at once passed ever to Am- 
herstburg, and accepted the tomahawk and scalping knife. 
There being now a vast number of Indians at the British 
post, they were sent to the river Huron, Brownstown, and 
Maguago, to intercept my communication. To open this 
communication, I detached Major Vanhorn, of the Ohio 
volunteers, with two hundred men to proceed as far as the 
river Raisin, under an expectation that he would meet Capt. 
Brush with 150 volunteers from Ohio, and a quantity of pro- 
vision for the army. An ambuscade was formed at Browns- 
town, and Major Vanhorn's detachment defeated and re- 
turned to camp without effectingtheobjectof the expedition. 
In my letter of the 7lh inst. you have the particulars of 
that transaction, with a return of the killed and wounded. 
Under this sudden and unexpected change of things, and 
having received an express from General Hall, command- 
ing opposite the British shore on the Niagara river, by 
which it appeared that there was no prospect of any co-op- 
eration from that quarter, and the two senior officers of the 
artillery having slated to mean opinion that it would be 
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to pass the Turkey 
river and river Aux-Cannard, with the 24 pounders, and 
that they could not be transported by water, as the Q,ueen 
Charlotte which carried eighteen 24 pounders, lay m the 
river Detroit above the mouth of the river Aux-Cannard; 
and as it appeared indispeiisibly necessary to open the com- 
munication to the river lluisin and the Miami, I found 



myself compelled to suspenct the operation a^inst Ainr 
herstlmrg, and concentrate tire main force of the army at 
Detroit. Fully intending, at that time, after the eommh^ 
nicrttion was opened, to re-cross the river, and pursue Ifafe 
object at Amfherstburff, andstrorig'ly desirous of continuing 
protection to a very large numl>er of the inhaibitants of 
I'Tpper Canada, who had voluntarily accepted it under my 
proclamation, 1 established ai fortress on the banks of tb($ 
river, a little below Detroit, calculated for a garrison of 
three hundred men. On the evening of the 7th, and morn-i 
irtg of the 8th inst. the army, excepting the garrison of 250 
infantry, and a corps of artilferists, all tinder the comman^d 
of Major Denny, of the Ohio volunteers, re-crossed the riv- 
er, and encamped at Detroit. In pursuance of the object 
of opening the communication, oti which I considered the 
existence of the army depending, a detachment of six hun- 
dred men., under the commando? Lieut. Colonel Miller was 
immediately ordered. For a particular account of the 
proceedingsof this detachment, and the memot*able battle 
whicli was fought at Maguago, which reflects the highest 
honor on the American arms, I refer you to my letter of 
the 1 3th of August, a duplicate of which is enclosed, in 
this. Nothing however but honor was acquired by tbi« 
victory ; and it is a painful consideration, that the blood 
of seventy-five gallant men could only open the commnni- 
cation as far as the points of their bayonets extended; 
The necessary care of the sick and wounded, and a very 
severe slorm of rain, rendered their return io camp indisii^ 
pensably necessary for their own comfort. Captain Brush, 
with his small detachment, ahd the provisions, being still at 
the river Raisin, and in a situation to be destroyed by the 
savages, on the 13th inst. in the evening, I permitted 
Colonels M' Arthur and Cass to select from their regiment 
four hundred of their most effective men, and proceed an 
npper route through the woods, which I had sent an express 
to Capt. Brush to take, and had directed the militia of the 
river Raisin to accompany him as a reinforcement. The 
force of the enemy continually increasing, and the neces^ 
sity of opening the communication, and acting on the de- 
fensive, becoming more apparent, I had, previous to de- 
taching Colonels M'Arthur and Cass, on the 11th inst. 
evacuated and destroyed the fort on the opposite bank. 

16 
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On ihe 13lh, in the evening, Gen. Brock arrived at Am* 
herstburo' about the hour Colonels M'Arlhur and Cast 
marched, of which at that time I had received no informa- 
tion. On tlie 15tlv 1 lecei.ved a summons from him to 
surrender fort Detroit, of which I herewith enclose you a 
copy, together with my answer. At this time I had receiv- 
ed no information from Colonels M' Arthur a^nd Cass. An 
express was immediately sent, strongly escorted, with or- 
ders for them to return. . 

On the 15th, as soon as General Brock received my let- 
ter, his batteries opened on the town and fort, and continu- 
ed until evening. In the evening all the British ships of 
war came nearly as far up the river as Sandwich, three 
miles below Detroit. At daylight on the 16lh, (at which 
time] had received no inforniation from Colonels M' Arthur 
find Cass, my expresses sent the evening before, and in the 
Dight,.having been prevented from passing by numerous 
bodies of Indiansj the cannonade recommenced, and in a 
short time 1 received information, that the British army and 
Indians, were landing below the Spring wells, under the 
cover of their ships of war. At this time the whole eftiec- 
tiye force at my disposal. at Detroit did not exceed eight 
hundred mei^. Being new troops and unaccustomed to a 
camp life; halving lertormed a laborious march; having 
been inax^umber of battles and skirmishes, in vvh;ch many 
had fallen, and n^ore, had received wounds, in addition to 
which a large, number being sick, and unprovided with 
pnedicine, and theeomforls necessary for their situation; 
are th^ general causes by which the strength of the army 
was thus reduced. The fort at this time was tilled with 
women, children, and the old and decrepit people of the 
town and country ; they were unsafe in the town, as it was 
entirely open and exposed tp the enemy's batteries. Back 
of the fort, above or below it, there was no safety for them 
on account of the Indians. In the first instance, the enemy's 
fire was principally directed against our batteries; towards 
the close, it was directed against the fort alone, and almost 
every shot and shell had their efiect. 

It now became necessary either to fight the enemy in the 
field } collect the whole force in the fort ; or propose term8 
of capitulation. I could not have carried into the field 
luore than six hundred men, and left any adequate force in 
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the fort. There were landed at that tiiAe df the enemy' A re- 
gular foi^ce of much more than that luimbep, and twice that 
number of Indians. Considering this great inequality of 
force, I did not think it expedient to adopt the first measure. 
The second must have been attended with a great sacrifice 
of bloody and no possible advantage, because the contest 
couid not have been sustained more than a day -for the 
want of powder, and but a very few days for the want of 
provisions. In addition to this, Cols. M* Arthur and Casd 
would have been in a most hazardous situation. I feared 
notbnig but the last alternative. I have dared to adopt it — - 
I well know the high responsibility of the measure, and I 
take the whole of it on myself. It was dictated by a sense 
^f duty, and a full conviction of its expediency. The 
bands of savages which had then joined the British force, 
were numerous beyond any former example. Their num- 
bers have since increased, and the history of the barbarians 
of the north of Europe does not furnish examples of more 
greedy violence than these savages have exhibited. A 
large portion of the brave and gallant officers and men I 
coiumanded would cheerfully have contested until the last 
cartridge had been expended, and the bayonets worn to the 
sockets. I could not consent to the useless sacrifice of such 
brave men, when I knew it was impossible for me to sus- 
tarn my situation. It was impossible in the nature of things 
that an army could have been furnished, with the necessary 
supplies of provision, military stores, clothing, and comforts 
for the sick^ on pack lM>rses, through a :wildeniess of two 
bundred miles, filled with hostile savages. It was impos- 
sible, sir, that this little army, worn down by fatigue, by 
sickness, by wounds and deaths, could have supported it* 
self not only against the collected force of all the northern 
nations of Indians, but agauist the.united strength ot Upper 
Canada, whose population consists of more than twenty 
times the number contained in the territory of Michigan, 
aided by the principal part of the regular forces of the pro- 
vince, and the wealth and influence of the North-West, t^d 
other trading establishments among the Indians, which 
have in their employment, and under their entire control, 
more than two thousand white men. 

Before I close this despatch ibis a duty I owe my res- 
psc table associates in command^ Colonels M' Arthur, Find- 
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ley, Cass, and lieut. Col. Mill^, to express my obligalioHn' 
to them tor the prompt and judieious manner in which they 
have performed their respective duties. It' aught has taken 
place during the campaign which is honorable to the ai*my, 
these officers are entitled to a large share of it. If the last 
act should be disapproved, no part of the censure belongs 
to them. I have likewise to express my obligation to Gen. 
Taylor, who has performed the duty of quarter-masler- 
General, for his great exertions in procuring every thing in 
his department which it was possible to furnish for the con« 
"veaience of the army ; likewise to brigade-major Jessup 
for the correct and punctual manner in which he has dis« 
charged his duty ; and to the army generally for their ex- 
ertion, and the zeal they have manifested for the public in- 
terest. The death of l>r. Foster, soon after he arrived at 
Detroit, was a severe misfortune to the array ; it was in- 
creased by the capture of the Chachaga packet, by which 
the medicine and the hospital stores were lost. He was 
commencing the best arriuigements in the department of 
which he was the principal, with the very small means 
which he possessed. I was likewise deprived of the ne- 
cessary services of Capt Partridge^ by sickness, the only 
officer of the corps of engineers attached to tlie army. All 
the officers and men have gone to their respective homes, 
excepting the 4 thU. States' regiment, and a small part of 
the first, and Capt. Dyson's company of artillery. Capt. 
Dyson's company was lefk at Amherstburg« and the othersi 
ate with me prisoners-^they amount to about 340. I have 
only to solicit an investigation of my conduct, as early as 
zny situation, and the state of things will admit ; and to add 
the further request, that the government will not be un- 
mindful of my associate^ in captivity^ and of the families of 
those brave men who have fallen in the contest, 
I have the honor to be, &c, 

W. HULL. 

[enclosed im^thb precejoing dispatch.] 

Sandwich^ August 7, 1812. 
SIR — On the 4th inst Major Yanhorn, of CoL Findley's 
regiment of Ohio volunteers^ was detached from this army, 
with the conimand'Of 20(Xmen, principally riflemen, to pro- 
ceed to the river K4isiD;Uild£iirkIier, ifoecessary, to me^t 
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nnd rcitiferf e Gurpt. Bniall, of the »Ufce pf OUio^, command- 
ing a coDipoiiy of volunteers, aiul escortihgi provisions t'oi* 
this army. . At Brownstown • a Intge bo<Jy of liiclians hai() 
formed an aimbnscadey ami the Mt^or's dstachaient receive^ 
:i beavy iire» at t^i^e distance Qt*!&ty yard» fro|n the enemyv 
The whole delachtnent reirented in disorder^ Major Yaiv; 
horn made efery exertion to form, and prevent the jretreait^ 
that n^as possible for a brave aitd. gallant officer, bnt without 
success. By the return of killed ajid womnled, it will hfy 
perceived that the loss of officers was uncommonly greats 
Their efforts to rally iheircompanies was the occasion of it. 
I am, very respectfullvy yours, &e. 

' WILLIAM HULL. 

Killed, in Major Yanhorn's defeat — 4 Captains — 1 Lieu* 
tenant— 2 Ensigns — iU privates — total 1.7... 

[enclosxb in the pjrecebing dispatch.] 

Detkoit, 13th August, 1812. : 
SIR' — ^The main body of the army having re-crossed thd 
river at Detroit, on the night and morning of the 8th, iust. six 
hundred men were immediately detached, under the cora^ 
mand of Lieut Col. Miller, to open the communication to 
the river Raisin, and protect the provisions, which were 
under the escort of Capt. Briisb. This detachment consist- 
ed of the 4th U. States regiment, and two small detachments 
under the command of Lieut. Stansbury and Ensigti 
MXabe of the 1st regiment; detachments from theOhi6 
and Michtg!an volunteers, a corps of artillerists, with one 
six-pouilder and an howitzer under .the command of Lieut. 
£astman, and a part of Captaiaid Smith and Sloan's Cavalry, 
commanded by Capt. Sloan of the Ohio volunteers. Lieut. 
Col. Miller marched from Detroit on the afternoon of the 
8th instant, and on the 9th, about four o'clock p. m. the 
i^an guard, commanded by Capt. Snelling of the 4th U. 
States' regiment, was fired on by an extensive line of Bri- 
tish troops and Indians at the lower part of the Maguago 
about fourteen miles from Detroit. At this time the main 
body was marching in two columns, and Capt. Snelling 
maintained his position in a most gallant manner, under a 
very heavy fire, until the line was formed and advanced to 
the ground he occupied, when the whole, excepting the rear 
guard, was brought into action* 
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The enemy were formed behind a temporary breast work 
of lo^s, the Iadia»s extending in a thick wood on their left. 
Lt. Col. Miller ordered his whole line to advance, and 
when within a small distance of the enemy, made a general 
discharge, and proceeded witli charged ba\onets, when the 
British line and Indians commenced a retreat. I'hey were 
pursued in a most vigorous manner about two miles, and 
the pursuit discontinued only on account of the fatigue of 
the troops, the approach of evening, and the necessity of re<^ 
turning to take care of /the wounded. The judicious ar- 
rangements made by Lt. Col. Miller, and the gallant man- 
ner ill which they were executed, justly entitle him to the 
highest honor. From the moment the line commenced the 
fire, it continually moved on, and the enemy maintained 
their position until forced at the point of the bayonet. The 
Indians on the left, commanded by Tecumseh, fought with 
great obstinacy, but were continually forced and compelled 
to retreat. The victory was complete in every part of the 
iine^ and the success would have been more brilliant had 
the cavalry charged the enemy on the retreat, when a most 
favorable opportunity presented. Although orders were 
given for the purpose, unfortunately they were not execute 
€d. Majors Yanhorn and Morrison, of the Ohio volunteers, 
were associated with Lt. Col. Miller, as field officers in this 
command, and were highly distinguished by their exertions 
in forming the line, and the firm and intrepid manner they 
led their respective commands into action. 
' Capt. Baker, of the 1st. Capt. Brevort, . of the 2d. and 
Capt. Hull, of the 13th, my aid->de-camp, and LieuL Whist- 
ler, of the 1st Regt*. U. S. Infantry, requested |jermission to 
join the detachment, as volunteers. Lieut. Col. Miller as- 
signed commands to Capt. Baker and Lieut. Whistler ; and 
Capts. Brevoii; and Hull, at his request, attended his person 
and aided him in the general arrangements. Lieut. Colonel 
Miller has mentioned the conduct of these officers in terms 
of high approbation. In addition Vo the^aptains who have 
been named, Lt. CoL Miller has mentioned Capts. Burton 
and Fuller, of the 4th Regt. Capts. Saunders and Brown, of 
the Ohio Volunteers, and Capt. Delandre, of the Michigan 
Volunteers, who were attached to his command — and dis- 
tinguished by their valor. It is impossible for me, in this 
communication to do justice to the officers and soldiers, who 
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gained the victory iHiich I have described. They b%Ve ac« 
quired high honor to themseWes aiid are ju&tly entitled t# 
the gratitude of their country. 

. MaJQr Muir, of the 41st Regt. commanded the British in 
this action. Their regulars, and vohmteers consisted of 
about 400, and a large number of Indians. Major Muir, 
and two subalterns were wounded, one of, them since dead. 
The militia and volunteers attached to his command, were 
in the severest part of the action, and their loss must have 
been great — it has not yet been ascertained. 

I have the honor to be, &c. WM. HULL. 

AMERICAN I.OSS. 

Killed 18— Wounded 57. 

BRITISH liOSS. 

Killed 51 — Wounded 06 — ^Prisoners 4. 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

H. Q. Detroit, Aug. 16, 1812. 
. It IS with pain and anxiety that Brigadier General Hull 
announces to the North- Western ^rmy, that he has been 
compelled from a sense of duty, to agree to the following 
articles of capitulation. 

Camp Detreitf Aug. 16, 1812. 

Capitalation of surrendering fort Detroit, entered into 
between Major-General Brock, commanding his Britannic 
majesty's forces, of the one part, and Brig. General Hull, 
commanding the North- Western army of tlie U. Slates, of 
the other part : 

Article 1st. Fort Detroit with all the troops, regulars as 
well as militia, will be immediately surrendered to the Bri- 
tish forces under command of Major-General Brock, and 
will be considered as prisoners of war, with the exception 
of such of the Militia of the Michigan territory, who have 
not joined the army. 

Article 2d. All public stores, arms, and public docu- 
ments, including every thing else of a public nature, will be 
immediately given up. 

Article 3d. Private persons and private property of every 
description will be respected. 

Article 4th. His excellency Brig. General Hull, having 
expressed a desire that a detachment from the state of Ohio, 
on its way to join the army, as well as one sent from fort 



Detroit, uoder the command of Col. M'ArtUur, shoultl be 
ificliided m the above stipulation, it is acordingly agreed 
to. It is, howevier, to be utidersftood, that sikHi parts of the 
Ohio militia as have hoC joined the array, will be permitted 
to return home on ^onditicm that they will net serve during* 
the ivar — their arms, however, ^ill be delivered up if be- 
longing to the public. 

Article 5lh. The garrison wi*!!- march out at the bour of 
12 o'clock this day*, *nd the British forces will take imme- 
diate possession of the fori. 

J. M DOWEL, Lt. Col. Militia B, A. D. C. 
I. B. GREGG, Mftjor A. D. C. 
(x\p|)roved) WFLI/IAM HULL, Brig^ Gen. 
JAMES MILLER, Lt. G>l. 5th IJ. S. Infantry. 
E. BRUSH, Gol: ist. Regt. Michigan Militia. 
(Approved) ISAAC BROCK, Maj. Gen. 

The army at 12 o'clock thi» day will march out of the 
east gale, where they will stack their arms, and will be then 
subject to ilie articieg of capitulation. 

WILLIAM HULL, Brig. Gen. 

n ■ < 

Colonel Cass to (he Seci^etary of War. 

Washington, Sept. 10, 1812. 
SIR-— Having been ordered on to this place by Col. 
M'Arthrir, for the purpose ofcommnnicatingto ihe govern- 
ment particulars respecting the expedition lately corumand- 
ed by Brig. General Hull, and its dnsastrous result, as 
might enable them correctly to appreciate the conduct of 
the officers and men ; and todevelope the causes which pro- 
duced so foul a stain upon the natiorjal c4iftra<'ter, I have 
the honor to submit for your- consideration, the following 
statement. 

When the forces landed in Canada, they landed with an 
ardent zeal and stimulated with the hope of conquest. ]\o 
enemy appeared within view of ns, and bad an immediate 
and vigorous attack been made upon Maiden, it would 
doubtless have fallen an easy victory. Iknow l>en. Hull 
afterwards declared he regretted this attack had not been 
made, and he had every reason to believe success would 
have crowned his t»tl(>rts* The reason o iven for delavincT 
onr operalioMS was to mount our heavy catunm, an-d to af- 
/rvY//^ //je Canadian militia lime auOi o\>\>qvVa\uU^{ to quit 
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un obnexioas service. In the course of two weeks the 
number of their militia, \i^ho were embodied, had decreas- 
ed by desertion from six hundred to one hundred men ; and 
in the course of three weeks, the cannon were mounted, 
the ammunition fixed, and every preparation made for an 
immediate investment of the fort. At a Council, at which 
M^ere present all the field officers, and which was held two 
days before our preparations were completed, it was una- 
nimously agreed to make an immediate attempt, to accom- 
plish the object of the expedition. If by waiting two days 
we could have the service of our heavy artillery, it was 
agreed to wait : if not^ it was determined to go without it, 
and attempt the place by storm. This opinion appeared 
to correspond with the Views of the General, and the day 
was appointed for comtnencing our march. He declared 
to me, that he considered himself pledged to lead the army 
to Maiden. The ammunition was placed in the waggons j; 
the cannon embarked on board the floating batteries, and 
every requisite article was prepared. The spirit and zeal, 
the ardbr and animation displayed by the officers and men. 
On learning the near accomplishment of their wishes, was 
a sure and sacred pledge, that in the hour of trial they 
would not be found wanting in their duty to their country 
and themselves. But a change of measures, in opposition 
to the wishes and opinions of all the officers, was adopted 
by the General. The plan of attacking Maiden was aban- 
doned, and instead of acting offensively, we broke up our 
camp, evacuated Canada, and re-crossed the river, in the 
n'ght, without even the shadow of an enemy to injure us. We 
left to the tender mercy of the enemy the miserable Canadians 
who bad joined us, and the protection we afforded them was 
but a passport to vengeance. This fatal and unaccounta- 
ble step dispirited the troops, and destroyed the little con- 
fidence which a series of timid, irresolute, and indecisive 
measures had left in the commanding officer. 

About the 10th of August, the enemy received a rein- 
forcement of four hundred men. On the 12th, the com- 
manding officers of three of the regiments, (the fourth was 
absent) were informed through a medium which admitted 
of no doubt, that the General had stated that a capitulation 
would be necessary. They On the same day addressed to 
Governor Meigs of Ohio, a letter of \9Vv\c\v\\\^iQ^wvci^ \^ 
an extract VI 
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* Believe all the beared' will tell yon. Believe it^ Jiorvever 
it may astonish you, as much as if it hAd beentoldyon by one 
of us. Even a c n, is talked of by the 

The bearer will filltlie vacancy.^ 

. The doubtful fate of this letter rendered it necessary to 
use circumspection in its details, and therefore these blanks 
were left. The word * capitulation' will fill the first, and 
* commanding general* the other. As no enemy was near 
us, and as the superiority of our force was manifest, we 
could see no necessity for capitulating, nor any propriety 

' in alluding to it. We therefore determined in the last re- 
sort to incur the responsibility of divesting the General of 
bis command. This plan was eventually prevented by 
two of the commanding officers of regiments being ordered 
upon detachments. 

On the 13lh the British took a position opposite to De- 
troit, and began to throw up works. During that and the 
two following days, they pursued their object without in- 
terruption, and established a battery for two 18 pounders 
and an 8 inch howitzei*. About sunset on the evening of 
the 14th, a detachment of 350 men from the regiments com- 
manded by Gol. M'Arthur and myself, was ordered to 
inarch to the river Haisin, to escort the provisions, which 
had some time remained there protected by a party under 
the command of Capt. Brush. 

Ou Saturday, the 15th about 1 o'clock, a flag of truce 
arrived from Sandwich, bearing a summons from General 
Brock fpr the sucrender of the town and fort of Detroit, 
stating he could no longer restrain the fury of the savages. 
To this an immediate and spirited refusal was returned. 
About four o'clock their batteries began to play upon the 
town. The fire was returned and continued without inter- 
ruption and with little effect till dark. Their shells were 
thrown till eleven o'clock. 

At day-light the firing on both sides re-commenced ; 
about the same time the enemy began to land troops at 
the Spring wells, three miles below Detroit, protected by 
two of their armed vessels. Between 6 and 7 o'clock they 
had effected their landing, and immediately took up their 
line of march. They moved in close column of platoons^ 

twelve in front, upon the bank of the river. 
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The.fourtli regiment was stationed in the fort ; the Qhio 
volunteers and apart of the Michigan militia, behind some 
pickets, in a situation in which the whole flank of the ene- 
my would have been exposed. The residue of the Michi- 
gan mUitia were in the upper part of the town to resist the 
incursions of the savages. Two 24 pounders, loaded with 
grape shot, were posted on a commanding eminence, ready 
to sweep the advancing column. In this situation the su- 
periority of our position was apparent, and our troops, in 
the eager expectation of victory, awaited the approach of 
the enemy. Not a discontent broke upon the ear ; not a 
look of cowardice met the eye. Every man expected a 
proud day tor his country, and each was anxious that hiis 
individual exertion should contribute to the general result. 
When the head of their column arrived within about 
five hundred yards of our line, orders were received from 
Gen. Hull for the whole to retreat to the fort, and for the 
24 pounders not to open upon the enemy. One univer- 
sal burst of indignation was apparent upon the receipt of 
this order. Those, whose conviction was the deliberate 
, result of a dispassionate examination of passing events, saw 
the folly and impropriety of crowding 1100 men into a lit- 
Ije work, which 300 men could fully man, and into which 
the shot and shells of the enemy were falling. The fort 
was in this manner tilled; the men were directed to stack 
their arms, and scarcely was an opportunity afforded of 
moving. Shortly after, a white flag was hung out upon the 
walls. A British officer rode up to enquire the cause. A 
commumcation passed between the commanding Generals, 
which ended in the capitulation submitted to you. In en- 
tering into this capitulation, the General took counsel from 
his own feelings only. Not an officer was consulted. Not 
one anticipated a surrender, till he saw the whit^ flag dis- 
played. Even the women were indignant at so shameful 
a degradation of the American character, and all felt as 
they should have felt, but he who held in his hands the 
reins of authority. 

Our morning report had that morning made our efiec-, 
tive men present, fit for duty 1060, without including the 
detachment before alluded to, and without including 300 
«f the Michigan militia on duty. 
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About dark on Saturday evening the detachment sent to 
escort the provisions, received orders froni Gen. Hull to re- 
turn with as much expedition as possible. About ten 
o^clock the next day they arrived within sight of Detroit, 
fiad a firing been heard, or any resistance visible, they 
would have imniediately advanced and attacked the rear 
of the enemy. The situation in which this detachment 
was placed, although the result of accident, was the best for 
annoying the enemy and cutting off his retreat that could 
have be^n selected. liVith his raw troops enclosed between 
two fires, and no hopes of succor, it is hazarding little to 
say, that very few would have escaped. 

1 have been informed by Col. Pindley, who saw the re- 
turn of their quarter-master General the day after the sur- 
render, that their whole force of every description, white, 
red, and blacky was 1030. They had twenty-nine platoons, 
twelvp in a platoon, of men dressed in uniform. Many of 
these were evidently' Canadian militia. The rest of the 
militia increased their white force to about seven hundred 
men. The number of their Indians could not be ascer- 
tained with any degree of precision ; not many w6re visible. 
And in the event of an attack upon the town and fort, it 
was a ^pecifss pf force lyhich could have afforded no mate^ 
rial advantage to the ^ nemy. 

In endeavoring to appreciate the motives, i^nd to investi- 
gate the causes, which led to an event so unexpected and 
dishonorable, it is impossible to find any solution in the re- 
lative strength of the contending parties, or in the measures 
of resistance in our power. That we were far superior 
to the enemy ; that upon any ordinary principles of calcu- 
lation we could have defeated them, the wounded and in- 
dignant feelings of every man there will testify. 

A few days before the surrender, I was informed by 
Gen. Hull, we had 400 rounds of 24 pound shot i^xed, ana 
about 100,000 cartridges made. We surrendered with 
the fort, 40 barrels ofpowder.and 2500 stand of arms. 

The state of our provision has not been generally under- 
stood. On the day of the surrender we had fifteen days* 
provisions of every kind on hand. Of meat there was plenty 
in the country, and arrangements had been made for pur- 
chasing grain and grinding it to flour. It was calculated 
we could readily procure tiuree months* prpvisions, indepen-: 
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/dent of 150 barrels of flour, and 1300 head of cattle, which 
tad been forwarded from the state of Ohio, and which re- 
mained at the river Raisin, under Capt. Brush, within reach 
of the array. 

But had we been totally destitute of provisions, our duty 
and our interest undoubtedly was to fight. The enemy invit- 
,ed us to meet him in the field. 

By defeating him the whole country would have been 
open to US; and the object of our expedition gloriously and 
successfully obtained. If we had been defeated we had 
nothing to do but to retreat to the fort, and make the best 
jdefence which circumstances and our situation rendered 
practicable. But basely to surrender, without firing a gua 
— tamely to submit, without raising a bayonet — disgrace- 
fully to pass in review before an enemy, as inferior in the 
quality, as in the number of his forces, were circumstances, 
which excited feelings of indignation more easily felt than 
described. To see the whole of our men flushed with the 
hope of victory, eagerly awaiting the approaching contest, 
to see them afterwards dispirited, hopeless, and desponding, 
at least 500 shedding tears, because they were not allowed 
to meet their country's foe, and to fight their country's bat- 
tles, excited sensations, whinh no American has ever be- 
fore had cause to feel, and which, I trust in God, will never 
again be felt, while one man remains to defend the stand- 
ard of the Union. 

I am expressly authorised to state, that Col. M' Arthur 
and Col. Findley, and Lieut. Col. Miller, viewed this trans- 
action in the light which 1 do. They know and feel, that 
no circumstance in our situation, none in that of the enemy, 
can excuse a capitulation so dishonorable and unjustifiable. 
This too, is the universal sentiment among the troops ; and 
I shall be surprised to learn, that there is one man, who 
thinks it was necessary to sheath his sword, or lay down 
his musket. 

I was informed by Gen. Hull the morning after the ca- 
pitulation, that the British forces consisted of 1800 regulars, 
and that he surrendered to prevent the efiusion of human 
blood. That he magnified their regular force nearly five 
fold, there can be no doubt. Whether the philanthropic 
reason assigned by him is a sufiicient justification for sur- 
rendering a fortified town, an army, and a territory, is for 
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the government to determine. Confident I am, that had the 
courage and conduct of the General been equal to the 
spirit and zeal of the troops, the event would have been as 
brilliant and successful as it now is disastrous and dishon- 
orable. 

Very respectfully sir, I have the honopto be, &c. 

r4^EWis CASS. 

Col. 3d[. regiment Ohio volunteers. 

{By the following Proclamation^ it appears tliat Gen. Hull 
surrendered tlie wltole of Michigan Territory, to Gen* 
Brockf although he lias nevet made public any doc ument 
to that effect /] 

PRQCLAMATION. 

By Isaac Brock, Esq. Major- General^ commanding his ma- 
jesty^ s forces in tlie province of Upper Canada. 

Whereas the Territory of Michigan was this day by 
capitulation, ceded to the arms of his Britannic majesty, 
'without any other condition than the protection of private 
property ; and wishing to give an early proof of the mo- 
Jderation and justice of the government, I do hereby an- 
nounce to all the inhabitants of the said Territory that the 
laws heretofore in existence shall continue in force until his 
majesty's pleasure be known, or so long as the peace and 
safety of tbe Territory will admit thereof. And I do here- 
by also declare and make known to the said inhabitants 
that they shall be protected in the full exercise and enjoy- 
ment of their religion ; of which all persons, both civil and 
military, will take notice and govern themselves accor- 
dingly. 

Ail persons hftving in their possession, or having any 
knowledge of any public property, shall forthwith deliver 
in the same, or give notice thereof to the officer comman- 
ding, or to Lt. Col. Nichol, who are hereby authorized to 
• receive and give proper receipts for the same. 

Officers of militia.will be held responsible that all arms 
in possession of militia-men be immediately delivered 
up ; and all individuals whatever, who have in their posf- 
session arms of any kind, will deliver them up without de- 
lay. Given under my hand at Detroit, this 16th day of 
August, 1812, and in the 52d year of his majesty's reign. 

ISAAC BROCK, Major-Gcneral. 
X M'DONNELL, Lt Col, MiUtia & A. D- C. 
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A CARD. 

Colonel Symines, of the senior division of the Ohio mi- 
litia, presents his respectful compliments to Major-Genera! 
Brock, commanding his Britannic majesty's forces, fvhih 
and red in Upper Canada. 

Colonel Symmcs, observing, that by the 4th article of thi 
capitulation of Fort Detroit to Major-General Brock, al 
public arms moving towards Fort Detroit, are to be deliv- 
ered up, but as no place of deposit is pointed out by the capit 
ulation, forty thousand stand of arms coming within th< 
description, are at the service of Major-General Brock i1 
his excellency will condescend to come and take them. 

! TRIAL OF GENERAL HULL. 

Adjt.and Inspt, Gen, Office^ Washinffton^ Apr il 26^ 1814 

GENERAL ORDER. 

The proceeding of the court martial, in the case of Wm, 
Hull, brigadeir- general in the army of the U. States, hav- 
ing been submitted to the President of the U. States, ahd 
having been approved by him, the following extract there- 
from is ordered to be read at the head of each regiment oi 
the army^^and to be published in the National Intelligence! 
ef this city. By order, 

(Signed; . J. B. WALBACH, Adjt. General 

At a general court martial (ordered by the President ol 
the U. States) convened at Albany, in the state of N. York, 
on the 3d day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, and continued by adjournments, to the twenty- 
fifth day of March following, brigadier-General Wm. Hull, 
of the army of the U. States, was tried on the following 
charges and specifications, viz : 

Charge I. — Charged Gen. Hull with treason against 
the U. States, between the 9th of April and 17th, of August] 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Specification JirsL — Charged Gen. Hull with hiring an 
unarmed vessel, to convey his baggage, and papers, with 
the Declaration of War, his muster rolls, and instructions 
from the Secretary of War, from the Miami of the Lake to 
Detroit, for the purpose o£ falling into the hands of the Bri- 
tish, which they captured the same day. with all on board ; 
and of holding traitorous correspondence with the enemy 
on the first dav of Julv, 1812, while at Ihe said Miami ol 
the Lake< 

I 
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Specification second. — Charged Gen. Hull, of unofficef- 
like apd traitorous conduct, in neglecting to mai'ch his 
ivhole army, after he arrived at Sandwich, and take, or 
attempt to take fort Maiden ; and finally in conspiring with 
our enemies to quit and abandon the Province of Upper 
Canada on the 8th day of August ; and of again holding 
correspondence with our enemies, and causing the army to 
recross the river to Detroit. 

Specification third. — Charged Gen. Hull of traitorously 
conspiring and shamefully surrendering fort Detroit, with 
all the troops public stores, arms, and public Documents, on 
the Ititli day of August, 1812, to the British forces. 

ChabgeH. — Charged Gen. Hull with cowardice, at 
and in the neighbourhood of Detroit between the 1st oi 
July, and the 17th of August, 18 12, 

Specification first. — Charged Gen. Hull with misbehav- 
iour before the enemy, and shamefully manifesting an undue 
fear and apprehension of danger by a course of conduct 
and conversation evincing personal alarm, agitation of 
mind, and privation of judgment by hastily a]^andoning 
Itieir territory, without any just or sufficient cause whatever. 

Specification second. — Charged Gen. Hull on the 15th of 
August with personal misbehaviour and fear before the en* 
emy, after they had commenced their cannonade on De- 
troit, by a course of conduct, and particularly by various timid 
and cowardly actions and expressions used and uttered in 
the presence of the army, as well in the public street of 
Detroit, as in posts and batteries near tliereto. 

Specification third. — Charged Gen. Hull on the 15th of 
August, with personal fear and cowardice, by avoiding all 
personal danger, or making an attempt, to prevent the en- 
emy's crossing the river, or to prevent their landing by 
avoiding all personal danger, from reconnoitering or en- 
countering the enemy on their march to riards fort Detroit, 
and by hastily sending flags of truce to the enemy with 
overtures for capitulfition ; by anxiously withdrawing his 
person from the Araetican troops to a place of safety ; by 
forbidding the artillery to tire on the enemy ; by calling in 
theti-oops, and crowding them into the fort ; by a precipitate 
declaration to the enemy that he surrendered, before terms 
of capitulation were signed, considered, or even suggested. 

Specification fourth. — Charged Gen. Hull, willi shame* 
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fully and Cowardly surrendering a fine army, in high spirits, 
well supplied with ammunition, arms, and provisions, by a 
disgraceful capitulation with the enemy, containing no stip- 
ulation for the security and protection of such of the inha- 
bitants of Upper Canada, as had joined the American stan- 
dard ; whereby the territorial sovereignty, rights, and prop- 
erty, were shamefully ceded to the enemy ; a brave and 
patriotic army wantonly sacrificed to the personal fear of 
the commander, and the service of the U. States suffered O- 
great and aillicting loss. 

CuARGE III — Charged Gen. Hull with neglect of duty 
and unofficerlike conduct, while commanding a separate 
army, between the 9th of April, and the 17th of August, 
1812. 

Specification First — Charged Gen. Hull ivith unofficer- 
like conduct, in neglecting and omitting to train, inspect, 
exercise, and order, the army under his command, where-' 
by the army was exposed, to the hazard of disorder and de* 
feat, in the event of an attack being made thereon by the 
enemy. ■ • 

Specijicalion Second — Charged Gen. Hull with neglectr^ 
of duty and unofficerlike conduct, by hiring, or causing to> 
be hired, an unarmed vessel to convey his baggage and p2i^ 
pers, with his sick soldiers, and m:edioine stores, to Detroit^* 
from the Miami of the Lake, on which passage the vessel' 
and all on board fell into the hands of the enemy, inform- 
ing him of the declaration of war, and the number, state, 
and condition of the army, to the great injury of the U. 
States. 

Specification Third — Charged Gen. Hull with neglect 

of duty in neglecting to repair fort Detroit, and its arm»^ 

'ment, on his arrival, in such a manner as to be able to repel, 

and put to flight an enemy, in the event of an invasion and 

attack. 

Specification Fourth — Charged Gen. Hull, with declai- 
ing and avowing an intention to nivade.=the British province, 
and to invest and attack fort Malden/hi the said province, 
and having taken possession of Sandwich, was guilty of 
neglect of duty, and unofficerlike conduct, in neglecting, 
seasonably to repair, and have transported the guns, aiidl^ 
gun carriages, which were necessary for the operations erf 
the army against fort Maiden ; by postponing in the first 

18 
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ipstance.and by abandoning in the next, an investment and 
attack upon fort Maiden; and finally evacuating Upper 
Canada, without providing effectually in any respect, for 
the safety of the inhabitants thereof, who had accepted his 
iavitation to join the American standard : and without at- 
tempting to accomplish fiis avowed design. 

Specification Fifth — Charged Gen. Hull, of neglect of 
duty by not keeping open the communication between 
fort Detroit, and a military post at the river Raisin^ which 
enabled the enemy totally to interrupt, and cut off all com- 
munications between said military posts, to the great dis- 
advantage of the U. States service. 

Specification Sixth — Charged Gen. Hull, with neglect of 
duty, in neglecting and omitting to maintain a bridge 
over the river Aux-'Cannard, which afforded a fair oppor- 
tunity for investmg, and attacking fort Maiden, whereby a 
prospect of a successful investment and attack upon tiie 
fort s|)eedily vanished. 

'Specification Seventh — Charged Gen. Hull, with neglect 
of iluty in wot erecting batteries at the spring Wells, or pre- 
IN^nting the enemy from erecting them on the opposite side 
vaf tjie river, whereby they were enabled to annoy fort De- 
Uroit, and, to protect their army across the river, and enabled 
them to attack fort Detroit without opposition or loss, and 
to approach the said fott Detroit with the air and confidence 
of triumph. 

A. J. DALLAS, Judye Advocate. 
. January 6, 1814. — The court met at the capitol pursuant 
to adjournment. 

PRESENT — x\ll the members. 
General Hull having appeared j the ctiarges and specifications 
were read lo him hy the judge advocate^ and being asked if 
he was ready to plead to tlienij answered that he woji^ and 
that he pleaded not guilty to all the charges and specifica- 
tions* 

3Iarch25, 1814. 
All the evidence b^ng read, (whether on the part of the 
prosecution or the defence,) applicable to the first charge, 
i^id the specifications attached to that charge, and after due 
deliberation had thereon, the court express the following 
Qfunion : 
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Tbe accused having in his final defence^ l^rotested 
-against the jurisdiction of the court to try ihe charge of 
treason, and the opinion of* the couil being, that the objec- 
tion would have t)een tenable^ if the sauM^had been pleaded 
iiy the accused on his arraignment ; and believing also, that 
the court cannot acquire jurisdiction of the ofienea by tbe 
w a v^r or consent of the accused, they decline making any 
forraal decision mi that charge. Tbe evidence on the sub- 
ject having, however, been publicly given^ the court deerh 
it proper, in justice to the accused, to say, that they do not 
Jielieve from any thing that has appeared before them, ihat 
l)rigadier-general William Hull has committed treason 
^against the U. States. 

On the second charge, and the specifications attached to 
that charge, (after hearing all the evidence and defence^ 
xind after due deliberation thereon,) the court find briga- 
dier-general William Hull guilty of the Jirst, second and 
^fourth specifications under that charge ; and also guilty of 
the third specifiqation under that charge, except that part 
wHich charges the said brigadier-general William Hull 
with " forbidding the Amei*ican ailillery to fire on the 
enemy on their inarch towards the said fort Detroit." 

The court find the said brigadier- general William Huli 
guilty of the second charge. 

On the third charge, the court after having heard the 
evidence, (as well as the defence^ and after due delibera- 
tion, find the said brigadier-general William Hull guilty 
oi neglect of dttty^ and 4ano£Sicer--Uke conduct, as charged 
in the first specification under this charge^ in omitting, with 
sufficient care and frequency, to inspect, train, exercise^ and 
<order, and to cause to be trained, inspected, exercised and 
ordered the troops under his command, from the sixth day 
of July, until the seventeenth day of August, 1812: and 
acquit him of the residue of the charge contained in that 
specification. 

The court acquit the said brigadier*^general William 
Hull of the second and third specifications of the same 
charge. 

The court find the said brigadier-general William Hull 
guilty of the wholeof the fourth specification of that charge, 
except that part which charges him with not seasonably re- 
pairing, fitting, and transporting^ or causing to be fitted, re-. 
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paired, and transported, the guns and gun-carriages which 
were necessary to the operations of the war in the said 
British province of Upper Canada. 

The court tind the said brigadier- general William Hull 
guilty of so much of the fifth specitication lo that charge as 
relates to neglect of duty and unofiicer-like conduct, in 
sufFeringhis communication with the river Raisin atid the 
state of Ohio, to be cut off, and sending major Van Horn 
to attempt to open the same with an adequate force ; he 
the said brigadier-general William Hull, having reason to 
know or believe the same was insufficient ; and the court 
acquit him of the residue of that specification. 

The court find the said brigadier-general William Hull 
guilty of the sixth and seventh specifications ot that charge. 
The court find the said brigadier general William Hull 
guilty of the third charge. 

The court then adjoarned to meet to-morrow morning at 
JO o'clock, 

March 26, 1814. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. 
PRESBKT — All the members: 

The court, in consequence of their determination respec- 
ting the second and third charges, and the specifications 
under these charges, exhibited against the said brigadier- 
general William Hull, and after due consideration, c/o 
^ntence him to be shot io death, two thirds of the court 
concurring in the sentence. 

The court, in consideration of brigadier-general Hull's 
revolutionary services, and his advanced age, earnestly re- 
commend him to the mercy of the President of the U States. 
The court then adjourned to meet on Monday morning 
next, at 10 o'clock 

March 28, 1814. — The court met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. — PRESKNT — All the members. 

The proceedings having been read over, and approved 
and signed by the Vresident, the court then adjourned, sine 
die. H. DEAKBORN. President of the court. 

M. V. BVREIS, special judge ^dvQcate. 
PHILIP S, PARKER, Army judge advocate, assistant. 
April 25, 1814 — The sentence of the Court is approved, 
and the execution of it remitted. 

JAMES MADISON. 
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By directions of the court martial the President gave the 
ibliowing directions to General Hull : 
• Albany f March 28, 1814. Sir — You will please return 
to your usual place of residence in MassachuseUs* -I'd 
there continue until you shall receive orders from the. Pre- 
sident of the United States. 
ITour humble servant, 
H. DEARBORN, President of the court marlial. 
AdjLand Insp. General's office^ Washington Apr. 26, 1814. 
GF.N£RAI. ORD£R 1 he roll of the army is not tr be 
. longer dishonored b^ having upon it the name of brigadier 
General William Hulk 

The general court martial of which. Major- General 
Dearborn is President, is hereby dissolved. By order, 

J. B; WALBACH, Adjt. Gen. 

PORTER'S VICTORY. 

Capt Porter to the Secretary oj the Navy. 

U. S. F. Essex at sea, August 17, 1812. 
SIR — I have the honor to inform you that on the IStli 
inst. his Britannic majesty's sloop of war Alert, Capt. T. P. 
Laugharne, ran down on our weather quarter, gave three 
cheers, and commenced an action (If so trifling a skirmish 
deserves the name) and after 8 minutes firing struck her 
colors, with 7 feet water in her hold, ^nd much cut to pieces^ 
and three men wounded. 

I need not inform you that the officers and crew of the 
Essex behaved as I trust all Americans will in such cases, 
and it is only to be regretted that so much zeal and activi- 
ty could not have been displayed on an occasion which 
would have done them more honor. The Essex has not re- 
ceived the slightest injury. 
The Alert was out for the purpose of taking the Hornet! 
I.have the honor to be, &c. 

DAVID PORTER. 
Capt. Porter to the Secretary of the Navy. 

U. S. F. Essex, at sea^ August 20. 

SIRr-s-Finding myself much embarrassed by the Alert, 

' from the great number of prisoners we have already made, 

[about 600] I concluded that before our arrival in America, 

the number would be considerably augmented, and as soon 

as I found ray provisions and water gettirig short, and be- 
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mg well satisfied that a plan had been organized by them for 
rising on the ship in the event of an engagement ; I consid- 
ered it to be the interest of my country to get clear of them 
as speedily as possible, particuhirly as I was well assured 
that immediately on their arrival in St. Johns an equal 
number of my countrymen would 4ie released and find a 
sure and immediate conveyance* I therefore drew up 
written stipulations corresponding with the accompanying 
letters ; threw all the guns of the Alert overboard ; with- 
drew from her all the men belonging to the Essex ; ap- 
pointed Lieut. J. P. Wilner to comman<l her as a cartel, 
put all my prisoners on board of her^ and dispatched her 
for St. Johns, in Newfoundland, with orders to proceed 
from thence to New- York with such Americans as lie may 
receive in exchange. 

At a more suitable oppm'tunity I shall do myself the 
iionor to lay before you copies of every paper relative to 
this transaction, and sincerely hope that my conduct in this 
affair may meet with your approbation. 

As the Essex has been so annoying about Bermudat No* 
va Scotia^ and Newfoundland, I expect I shall have torua 
the gauntlet through their cruisers; you may however rest 
fissured that all a sliip of her size can do shall bu done, and 
whatever m»y be our fate, our countrymen, shall never 
blush for us. 

I have the honor to be, &c« 

D. PORTER. 



Capt. Taylor to Gen. Harrison^ 

Fort Harrison, Sept. 10, 1812. 
Dear Sir — On Thursday evening, the 3d insU after rcr 
treat beating, four guns were heard to fire in the direction 
where two young men (citizens who resided here) were 
making hay, about 400 yards distant from the fort. I w^s 
immediately impressed with an idea that they were^ killed 
by the Indians, as I had tliat day been informed that the 
Prophet's party would soon be here for the purpose of com- 
mencing hostilities. Frudei>ce induced me to wait until 
S o'clock the next morning, when I sent out a corporal with 
a small party to find them, which be soon did; they had 
been each shot with two balls, and scalped and cut in the 
most shocking manner. I had them brought in and buried« 
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In the evening of the 4th inst* old Joseph Lenar, and be- 
tween 30 and 40 Indians arrived from the Prophet's town, 
with a white flag 5 among whom were about ten women : 
the men wire composed of chiefs of the different tribes 
that compose the Prophet's party. A Shawanoe man, that 
spoke good English, informed me that old I^enar intended to 
speak to me next morning, and try to get something to eat* 
At retreat beating, I examined the men\s arms, and found 
them all in good order, and completed their cartridges to 
16 rounds per man. As I had not been able to mount a 
guard of more than six privates and two non-commissioned 
officers, for some time past, and sometimes part of them 
every other day, from the unhealthiness of the company ; I 
had not conceived my force adequate for the ckfence of 
this post, should it be vigorously attacked. I had just re- 
covered from a very severe attack of the fever, and was^ 
not able to be up much through the night. After tattoo I 
cautioned tlie guard to be vigilant, and ordered one of the 
non-commissioned officers, as centinels could not see every 
part of the garrison, to walk around on the inside during 
the whole night, to prevent the Indians taking any advan- 
tage of us, provided they had any intention of attacking us. 
About 11 o'clock, I was awakened by the firing of one of 
the centinels ; 1 sprang up, run out, and ordered the men 
to their posts ;. when my orderly sergeant (who hud charge 
of the upper block house) called out that the Indians had 
fired the lower block house (which contained the property 
of the contractor, which was deposited in the lower part^ 
the upper part having been assigned to a corporal and ten 
privates, as an alarm post.) The guns had begun to tire 
pretty smartly from both sides. 1 directed the buckets to 
be got ready, and water brought from the well, and the fire 
extinguished immediately, as it was hardly perceivable at 
that time ; but from debility or some other cause, the men 
were very slow in executing my orders — the word Jire a|>- 
peared to throw the whole of them into confusion ; and by 
the time they had got the water, and broken open the door, 
the tire had unfortunately communicated to a quantity of 
whiskey (the «^ocA having licked several holes through the 
lower part of the building, after the salt that was stored 
there, through which they had introduced the tire without 
being discovereil, as the night was very dark,) and in spite 
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of every exertion we could make use of, in less than a mo- 
ment it ascended to the roof and bafHed all our eifoils te ex« 
tinguish it. As that block house adjoined the barracks 
that make part of the fortifications, most of the men imme- 
diately gave themselves up for lost, and I had the greatest 
difficulty in getting" any of my orders executed - and, sir, 
what from the raging of the fire — the yelling and howling 
of several hundred Ind'ans — the cries of nine women and 
children ^a part soldiers' and a part citizens wives, who had 
taken shelter in the fort) — rand the desponding of so many 
of the men, which was worse than all, f can assure you that 
liiy feelings were very unpleasant j and mdeed there were 
not more than 10 or 15 men able to do a great deal, the 
others being either sick or convalescent — and to add to our 
other misfortunes, two of the stoutest men in the fort, and 
that I had every confidence in, jumped the picket and left 
us. Bui my presence of mind did not for a moment for- 
sake me. I saw, by throwing oiFpart of the roof that join- 
ed the block house that was on fire, and keeping the end 
perfectly wet, the whole row of buildings might b% saved, 
and leave only an entrance of 18 or 20 feet for the Indians 
to enter .kfter the house was consumed ; and that a tempo- 
rary breast-work might be erected to prevent their even 
entering there. [ convinced the men that this could be 
accomplished, and it appeared to inspire them with new 
life, and never did men act with more firmness and despe- 
ration. Those that were able (while the others kept up a 
constant lire from the other block house, and the two bas- 
tions) mounted the roofs of the houses with Dr. Clark at 
their head. Mho acted with the greatest firmness and pre- 
sence of mind, the whole time the attack lasted, which was 
7 hours, under a shower of bullets, and in a moment threw 
off* as much of tlhe roof as was necessary. This, was done 
only with the loss of one man, and two wounded, and I am 
in hopes neither of them dangerous. — The man that was 
killed was a little deranged, and did not get off the house 
as soon as directed, or he would not have been hurt ; and 
although the barracks were several times in a blaze, and 
an immense quantity of fire against them, the men used 
such exertions that they kept it under, and before day 
raised a temporary breast-work as high as a man's head ; 
although the Indians continued to pour in a heavy fire of 
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ball, and ail innumerable quantity of arrows, during the 
whole time the attack lasted. I had butdne other man kill- 
ed inside the fort, and he lost his life by being too anxious ; 
he got into one of the gallies of the bastions, and fired over 
the pickets, and called out to his comrades that he had kill- 
ed an Indian, and neglecting to stoop down, in an instant 
he was shot dead. One of the men that jumped the pick* 
ets, returned an hour before day, and running up towards 
the gate, begged for God's sake for it to be opened* I 
l»uspected it to be a stratagem of the Indians to get in, as 
I did not recollect the voice — I directed the men in the 
bastion, where I happened to be, to shoot him let him be 
who he would, and one of them fired at him, but fortunately 
lie run up to the other bastion, where they knew his voice, 
and Dr. Clark directed him to lie down close to the pick- 
ets behind and empty barrel that happened to be there, and' 
at day light I had him let in. His arm was broken in a 
most shocking manner, which he says was done by the In- 
dians^ — which I suppose was the cause of his returning — I 
think it probable that he will not recover. The other, they 
caught about 120 yards from the garrison, and cut him all 
to pieces. After keeping up a constant fire until about six 
o'clock the next morning, which we returned with some 
effect ; after day light, they removed out of the reach of 
our guns, A party of them drove up the horses that be- 
longed to the citizens here, and as they could not catch 
them very readily, shot the whole of them in our sight, as 
well as a number of their hogs. They drove off the whole 
of the cattle, which amounted to sixty-five head, as well as 
the public oxen. I had the vacancy filled up before night, 
(which was made by the burning of the block house) with 
a strong row of pickets, which I got by pulling down the 
guard house. We lost the whole of our provisions, but 
must make out to live upon green corn until we can get a 
supply, which I am in hopes will not be long. I believe 
the whole of the Mi amies, or Weas, were among the 
Prophet's party, as one chief gave his orders in that lan- 
guage, which resembled Stone Eater's voice, and I believe 
Negro Legrs was there likewise. The Indians suffered 
5$martly^ but were so numerous as to take off all that were 
shot. 

Z. TAYLOR 
f 19 
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Copy of a letter from Major Thomas 8, Jessup and James, 

Taylor Q. M. Gen. iV. W. Army to a gentleman in 

Washington City ^ dated 

ChiHcothe, (OhU)) Oct. 7, 1812. 

Sir — Your letter has been received, requesting from us 
a corroboration of Col. Cass's statement to the Secretary of 
War, of the surrender of the north-western army. We 
have read the Colonel's statement with attention, and find 
it a pretty correct history of our situation, although we 
have observed that some important facts have been omitted. 
We have also read and examined the official report of 
Gen. Hull, and have found it abounding with inaccuracies 
and misstatements ; the General ha» not only underrated 
his own force, but has, in our opinion, magnified intinitely 
that of the enemy, and enumerated dangers and diHicuUies 
that existed Oidy in imagination. 

That the means within our power were not properly 
applied is a melancholy fact ; and that the army was unne- 
cessarily sacrificed, and the American arms disgraced 
none but the base and cowardly will atempt to deny. 

You are authorised to make what use you may think 
proper of this letter. 

We are with much i-espect, &c. 

THOMAS S. JESSUP. 

Brigade Major N, W. Army. 

JAMES TAYLOR, 

Q. M. Gen. N. W. Army. 



Skirmishing — Capt. Williams, on the 30th of August^ 
with 21 men, and two waggons, while proceeding from 
St. Mary's to St. John's river, was attacked by an ambus- 
cading party oflndims, who killed one man and wounded 
six, including Capt. Williams, who received seven wounds ; 
three through one hand, and four in one leg. — He effected 
a retreat about 200 yards to a swamp, where he made a 
stand, and fought until all the ammunition was expended 
on both sides, when the Indians made an attempt with 
their tomahawks, which this little band soon put a stop to, 
by charging bayonet, and rushing on them. The Indiang 
destroyed one waggon and took the other to cairy off their 
killed and wounded. Capt. Williams then proceeded to 
St. John's with his well and wounded, excepting one man, 
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wbo was not able to travel. The next day a party of In- 
dians returaed to the spot, when the wounded man rose up 
as well as h^ could, and called upon his party to rush upon 
the Indians, which startled tl^m in such a manner that one 
of them sprung from his horse, which the wounded man 
caught axid arrived safe at St. John's. 

Capt. Forsyth, with 70 of his rifle company, and 34 mili- 
tia volunteers, on the night of the 20th Sentember, 1812, 
went over to a small village called Gananoque in the town 
of Leeds, from Cape Vincent, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing the kings store house at that place. They landed un- 
observed, but were soon discovered by a party of regulars 
of about 125, and fired upon. — Capt. Forsyth returned the 
fire With such spirit, that the enemy were obliged to retreat 
to the village, where they were reinforced by a number of 
militia, and again rallied, but finding the contest too san- 
guine, retreated the second time in disorder, leaving 10 kill- 
ed and 8 regulars and a number of militia prisoners : 
Captain Forsyth had only one man killed and one 
slightly wounded. After destroying the store house, 
with a quantity of flour and pork, our little band of 
heroes, returned to Cape Vincent, taking with them the 
prisoners, 60 stand of arms, two barrels of fixed ammuni- 
tion, one barrel of powder, one barrel of flints, and a quan- 
tity of other public property taken from the store-house. 

On the 4th of October, about forty British boats escorted 
by two gun boats, attempted to pass from Johnstown to 
Prescott, by Ogdensburg. — On their leaving Johnstown, 
the batteries at Prescott opened on Ogdensburg, and kept 
up a brisk fire, which was returned in a spirited manner, 
and continued two hours. The next morning the enemy 
commenced a heavy cannonade on us from Prescott, which 
was continued with little intermission, through the day with- 
out any return from us ; General Brown considered it use- 
less to tire such a distance. The enemy was very busy 
during the day in preparing for an attack on Ogdensburg — 
the next morning about 10 o'clock, 25 boats, aided by two 
gun boats moved up the river three quarters of a mile, 
when they tacked and stood over for our shore. As soon 
as the boats changed their course, the batteries from Pres- 
<soU opened theii fire upon us^ which was not answered till 
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the boats had advanced to about the middle of the river, 
"when our batteries commenced* a tremendous fire upon 
them, which destroved three, and caused the remainder to 
seek shelter under the batteries of Prescolt. Cols. Lelhridge 
and Breckenridofe, led the British. There was not one 
man either killed or wounded on our side, whilst the en- 
emy lost twelve killed and twenty wounded. 

Affair at St. liegis. — Major Young, of the Troy, N. Y. 
militia, stationed at French Mills, on the St. Regis river, 
having received intelligence that a party of the enemy had 
arrived at, and taken possession of St. Kegis village, march- 
ed a detachment, on the night of the 2lst October, which 
crossed the river about 3 p'cloekf and arrived within half a 
mile of the village by 5 in the morning, unobserved by the 
enemy. Here the Major made such a judicious disposi- 
tion of his force, that the enemy were entirely surrounded, 
when a few discharges caused them to surrender, after hav- 
ing 5 killed, and several wounded. — ^The result of this af- 
fair was forty prisoners, with their arms, equipments, &c. 
one stand of colore, and two batteauxji wilhput having one 
manh'irt, on our side. 

Major Young had the honor of taking the first standard 
from the enemy in th^ present war. 

Captain Elliot to tJie Secretary of the Napy. 

Black Rock, Oct. 9, 1812. 
SIR — I have the honor to inform you that on the morn- 
ing oi the Stninst. two British vessels, which I was^inform** 
fjr* were his Britannic majesty's brig Detroit, late the U. 
fitates brig Adams, and the brig Hunter, mounting 14 
gUiis, but which afterwards proved to be the brig Caledo- 
nia, both said to be well armed and manned^ c^e down 
the Lake and anchored under the protection of Fort Erie. 
Hdvmg been on the lines for sometime and in a measure 
inachvely employed, { determined to make an attack, and 
if iK)ssible to get possession qf thffm* A strong inducement 
to this attempt arose from a conviction that with these two 
vessels added to those which I have purchased and am fit- 
ting out, i should be able to meet the remainder of the Bri- 
tish force on the Upper Lakes, and save an incalculable ex- 
pense and labor to the government. On the morning of 
M^/ra/fivai J hmdthiik our seamen wer^ but a short dis^ 



HISTORY OF THB WAB. 14& 

tance from this place, and immediately liispatched an £x<» 
press to the ofiicers, directing them to use all possible dis« 
patch in getting their men to this place, as I had important 
service to perform. On their arrival, which was about 
12 o'clock I discovered that they had only 20 pistols and 
neither cutlasses nor battle axes. But on application to 
Generals Smith and Hall of the regulars and militia, I was 
supplied with a few arms, and v. en. Smith was so good on 
my request as mamedialely to detatch fifty men from the reg- 
ulars, armed with muskets. 

By 4 o'clock in the afternoon, I had my men selected 
fuid stationed in two boats, which I had previously prepared 
for the purpose. With these boats, 50 men in each, and 
under circumstances very disadvantageous, my men having 
scarcely had timq to refresh themselves after a fatigtiing 
march of 500 miles, I put off from the mouth of Buffalo 
preek, at 1 o'clock the following morning, and at 3 I was 
along side the vessels. Jn the space of about ten minutes I 
bad the prisoners all secured, the topsails sheeted home, and 
the vessels under way. XTnfortunately the wind was not 
sufficiently strong to get me up against a rapid current into 
the Lake, where i had understood another armed vessel lay 
at anchor, and I was obliged to run down the river by the 
Ports, under a heavy fire of round, grape, and canister, from 
a number of pieces of heavy ordnance, and several pieces 
of flying artillery and compelled to anchor at a distance of 
about 400 yards from two of their batteries. After the dis- 
charge of Uie first gun, which was from the flying artillery, 
I hailed the shore, and observed tp the ofl^cer, that if another 
gun was fired I would bring the prisoners on deck, and ex- 
pose them to the same fate we would all share — but no t with-- 
standing, t^ey disregarded the caution and continued a 
constant and destructive fire. One single moment's reflec- 
tion determined me not to commit an act that would subject 
me to the imputation of barbarity. The Caledonia had 
been beached, in as safe a position as the circumstances 
would admit of, under one of our batteries at the Black 
{lock. I now hrought all the guns of the Detroit on one 
side next the enemy, stationed the men at them, and direct- 
ed a fire which was continued as long as our ammunition 
lasted and circumstances permitted. During the contest I 
^deavored to get the Detroit on our side by sending a 
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line, there being no wind, on shore, with all the line I couU 
muster ; but the current being so strong*, the boat could 
not reach the sliore. I then hailed our shore, and request- 
ed that warps should be made fast ou land, and sent on 
board, the attempt to all which again proved useless. As 
the fire was such as would, in all probability, sink the ves^ 
sel in a short time, I detemiihed to drift down the river out 
of the reach of the batteries, and make a stand against the 
flying artillery. I accordingly cut the cable/ made sail 
with very light airs, and at that instant discovered that the 
pilot had abandoned me. I dropped astern for about 10 
minutes, when I was brought up on our shore on Squaw 
Island-r-got the boarding boat ready, had the prisonerv 
put in and sent on shore, with directions for the officer to 
return for me and what property we could get from the 
brig, lie did not [return, owing to the difficulty in the 
boaffi getting on shore. Discovering a skiff under the 
counter, I put the four remaining prisoners in the boat, and 
with my officers I went on shore to bring the boat off. I 
adced for protection to the brig of Lieut. CoL Scott who 
readily gave it. At this moment ] discovered a {boat with 
mbout 40 soldiers from the British side, making ibr the brig. 
They got on board, but were soon compelled to abandon 
her, with the loss of nearly all their men. Major Ornisbee, 
commandant of Fort Erie, and «30 privates were killed, 
while on board. During the whole of this morning both 
sides of the river kept up alternately a continual fire on the 
brig, and so much injured her that it was impossible to have 
floated her. Before I left her, she had several shot of large 
size in her bends, her sails in ribbons, and rigging all cut 
to pieces. 

To my officers and men I feel under great obligation* 
To Capt. Towson and Lieut. Roach of the 2d regiment, of 
artillery, £nsign Prestman of the infantry, Capt. Chapin, 
Mr. John M'Comb, Messrs. John Town, Thomas Dain, 
Peter Overstocks, and James Sloan, resident gentlemen of 
Buffalo, for their soldier and Milor like conduct In a 
word, sir, every man fought as if with their hearts animated 
only by the interest and honor of their country. 

The prisoners I have turned over to the military. The 
Detroit mounted fouileen long guns, and two small guns, 
blunderbusses, pistols, muskets, cutlasses, and boarding 
pikes. 
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The Caledonia belongs to the N. W. Company, loatkd 
with furs worth I understood S200,000. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JESSE 1>. ELLIOT: 

AI^IEKICAN LOSS. 

Killed 2 — wounded 6^ 

BKITISH I.OSS. 

Killed 31— Prisoners 1 1 1. 

Extract of a ktderfrof.z Capt. Heald, 

Dated Pittsburg, Oct. 23, 1812. 
On the 9th of August last, I received orders from Gen^^ 
Hull to evacuate the post and proceed with my command 
to Detroit by land, leaving it at my discretion to dispose 
of the public projierty as I thought proper. The neighbor- 
ing Indians got the information as early as I did, and came 
in from all quarters in order to receive the goods in the 
factory store which they understood were to be given them* 
On the 13th, Capt. Wells, of fort Wayne, arrived with 
about 30 Miamies, for the purpose of escorting us in, by 
the request of General Hull. On the 14th I delivered the- 
Indians alt the goods in the factory store, and a consider- 
able quantity of provisions which we could not take away 
with us. The surplus, and ammunition i thought proj>er 
to destroy, learing they would make bad use of it if put ia 
their possession. I also destroyed all the liquor on hand 
soon after Ihey began to collect. The collection was un- 
usually large for that place, but they conducted with the 
strictest pro[)riety till after I left the fort. On the 15tb» at. 
9 in the morning, we commenced our march ; a part of 
the Miamies were detached in front and the reniarmler in 
our rear, as guards, under the direction of Capt. Wells. 
The sitU/Uion of the country rendered it necessary for us ta 
take the beach, with the lake on our left, and a high sand 
bank on our right, at about 100 yards distance.- We had 
proceeded about a mile and a half, when it was discovered 
that the Indians were preparing to attack us from behind 
the bank. I immediately marched up with the company 
to the top of the bank, when the action commenced ; after 
firing one round, we charged, and the Indians gave way 
in front and joined those on our flanks. In about 15 uiin- 
ntes they got possession of all our horses, provisions, and 
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baggage of every description, and finding the Mi^mies 
did not assist us, I drew off the men I had left and took 
possession of a small elevation in the open prairie out of 
shot of the bank or any other cover. The Indians did not 
follow me, but assembled in a body on the top of the bank^ 
and, after some consultation among themselves, made 
signs for me to approach them. I advanced towards them 
alone and was met by one of the Potawattamie chiefs caU 
led the Black Bird, with an interpreter. After shaking 
hands, be requested me to surrender, promising to spare the 
lives of all the prisoners. On a few moments considera^^ 
tion, I concluded it would be most prudent to comply with 
his request, although I did not put entire confidence in his 

Eromise. After delivering up our arms, we were taken 
ack to their encampment near the fort, and distributed 
among the different tribes. The next morning they set 
fire to the fort and left the place, taking the prisoners with 
them. Their number of warriors was between four and 
five hundred, mostly of the Potawattamie nation, and their 
loss, from the best information I coukl get, was about 15. 
Our strength was 54 regulars and 12 militia, out of which 
26 regulars, and all the militia were killed in the action, 
with two women and twelve children. Ensign George 
Ronan, and Dr. Isaac Y . Van Yojrhis of my company, 
with Capt. Wells effort Wayne, are to my great sorrow, 
numbered among the dead. Lieut. Lina T. Helm, with 
25 non*commisioned officers and privates, and 1 1 women 
and children, were prisoners when we were separated. 
Mrs. Heald and myself were taken to the mouth of the riv- 
er St. Joseph, and, being both badly wounded, were per* 
mitted to reside with Mr. Burnet, an Indian trader. In a 
few days after our arrival there, the Indians alt went off to 
take fort Wayne, and in their absence 1 engaged a French^ 
man to take us to Michilimackinac by water, where I gd\e 
myself up as a prisoner of war, with one of my sergeants. 
The commanding officer, Capt. Roberts, offered me every 
assistance in his power to render our situation comfortable 
while we remained there, and to enable us to proceed on 
our journey. To him I gave my parole of honor and 
came on to Detroit and reported myself to Col. I^ructor, 
who gave us a passage to Buffaloe ; from that place 1 came 
by the way of Presqne Isle and arrived here yetsterday. 
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Letter from Mr. S. T. Anderson enclosing one from Com. 
Chauncey to the Secretary of tlie Navy. 
Sackelt's Harbor, Nov. 13, 1812.— at ni^ht. 

SIR — Since the enclosed letter fronci the Commodore 
was written, the Growler has returned with a prize, and in 
her Captain Brock, brother to the late General of that 
name, with the baggage of the latter. By the prize we 
learned that the Ear) Moira was off the False Ducks, and 
the Commodore has put off in a snow storm in the hope 
of cutting her off from Kingston. 

From information received from Capt, Brock, there is 
no question but that Kingston is very strongjy defended. 
He expressed surprise to Bud our vessels had got out of the 
harbor after having been it; and says that the regiment to 
which he belongs is quartered there, 500 strong, besides 
other regulars, and a well appointed militia. The resis- 
tonce made fqlly justifies this report. Be assured, sir, that 
in the action of which the Commodore has given you s^q 
account, the national honor has been most ably supported* 
In great haste, &c. 

SAMUEL T. ANDERSON. 
(W*. Chauncey to the Secretary of the JSavy^ 

Sackett's Harbor, Nov. 13, 1812. 

SIR — I arrived here last evening in a gale of wind, the 
pilots having refused to keep the lake. On the 8th I fell 
in with the Royal George, and chased her into the bay of 
Q^uanti, where I lost sight of her in the night. Qn ^he 
morning of the 9lh, we again got sight of her lying in 
Kingston channel. We gave chase, and followed her in- 
to the harbor of Kingston, where we engaged her aud the 
batteries for one hour and 45 minutes. I had made up my 
mind to board her, but she was so well protected by the 
batteries, $^nd the wind blowing directly in, it was deemed 
imprudent to make the attempt at that time ; the pilots al- 
so refused to take charge of the vessel. Under these 
circumstances, and it being after sun down, I determined 
to haul off and renew the attack next morning. We beat 
lip in good order under a heavy tire from the Royal George 
and batteries, to 4 mile point, where we anchored. It 
blew heavy in squalls from the westward during the nighty 
and there was every appearance of a gale of wind. The 
pilots became alarmed, and I thought it most prudent to 

20 
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get into a place of more safety. 1 therefore (very reluc* 
tantiy) deferred renewing the attack upon the ships and 
forts until a more favorable opportunity. 

In our passage through the bay of Quanti, I discovered 
a schooner at the village of Armingstown, which we took 
possession of, but finding she would detain us (being then 
in chase of the Royal George) I ordered Lieut. Macpher- 
son to take out her sails and rigging and burn her, which 
he did. We also took the schooner Mary, Hall, from Ni- 
agara, at the mouth of Kingston harbor, and took her with 
us to our anchorage. The iicxt morning, finding that she 
could not beat through the charmel with us, I ordered the 
sailing master of the Growler to take her under convoy and 
run down past Kingston, anchor on the east end of Long 
Island, and Wait for a wind to come up on the east side. I 
M^as also in hopes that the Royal George might be induced 
to follow for the i)urpose of retaking our prize, but her com- 
mander was too well aware of the consequences to leave 
his moorings. 

We lost in this affair one man killed, and three slightly 
Abounded, with a few shot in our sails. The other vessels 
lost no men and received but little injury in their hulls and 
sails, with the exception of the Pert, whose gun bursted in 
the early part of the action, and wounded her commander 
(sailing master Arundel) badly, and a midshipman and 
three men slightly. Mr. Arundel, who refused to quit the 
deck although wounded, was knocked overboard in beat- 
ing up to our anchorage, and, I am sorry to say, was 
drowned. 

The Royal George must have received very considera- 
ble injury in her hull and in men, as the gun vessels with a 
long 32 pounder were seen to strike her almost every shot, 
and it was observed that she was reinforced with troops four 
difiereht times during the action. 

It was thought by all the officers in the squadron that 
the enemy had more than thirty guns mounted at Kingston, 
and from 1000 to 1,300 men* The Royal George protect- 
ed by this force was driven into the inner harbor, under the 
' protection of the musketry, by the Oneida, and four small 
- schooners fitted out as gunboats; the Governor Tompkins 
not having been able to join in the action until about sun-* 
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down, owing to the lightness ofthe winds, and the Pert's 
ffun having burst the second or third shot. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY, 



Gen. Van Rensselaer to the Secretary of War, 

H. Q;. Llwistown, October 14, 1812. 

-SIR — As the movements of the army mider uiy com- 
mand, since I had the honor to address you on the 8th inst. 
have been of a very important character, producing con- 
sequences serious to many individuals ; establishing facts 
actually conuected with the interest of the sej'vice and safe- 
ty of the army ; and as £ stand |)romineutiy responsible for 
$ome of these consequences, I beg leave to explain to you, 
sir, and through you to my country, the situation and cir- 
cumstances in which I have had to act, and the reasons and 
motives which governed me; and if the result is not all 
that might have been wished, it is such, that wtien the 
whole ground shall be viewed, 1 shall cheerfully submit to 
the judgment of my country. 

In my letter of the 8th inst. I apprized you that a crisis 
in this campaign was rapidly advancing ; and that (to re- 
peat the same words^ * the blow must he soon struck^ or all 
the toil and expence of the campaign go for nothing ; and 
worse than nothing^ for th$ whole will be tinged with 
dis/ionor/ 

Under such impressions, I had on the 5h inst. wriltea 
lo Brigadier-General Smyth, of the U- States' forces re- 
questing an interview with him, Major-General Hall, and 
the commandants of the U. States' regiments, for the pur- 
pose of conferring upon the subject of future operations. 
I wrote Major-General Hall to the same purport. On the 
11th, I had received no answer from Gen. Smyth ; but in a 
note to me on the 10th, Gen. Hall mentioned that Gen. 
Smyth had not yet then agreed upon any day for consulta- 
tion. 

In the meantime, the partial success of Lieut. Elliot, at 
JBIack Rock, (of which however, I have received no official 
information) began to excite a strong disposition in the troops 
io act. This was expressed to me through various chan- 
nels in the shape of an alternative ; that they must have 
iMrders to aot ; or at all hazards^ they would go home. J 



^»- 



WSi BISTORT OF THE W:4B« 

forbear here eomm anting upon the obvious cdhsequences 
to me personally, of longer withholding my orders under 
such circumstances. 

I bad a conference with--^ — as to the possibility of get* 
ting some person to pass over to Canada and obtain correct 
information. On the morning of the 4th9 he wrote to me 
that he had procured the man who bore his letter to go over. 
Instructions were given him; he passed ovei^— obtamed 
9uch information as warranted an immediate attack. Thid 
was confidently communicated to several ot my first officers, 
and produced great zeal to i^ct ; more especially as it might 
haveacontroling effect upon the movements at Dtlroit, 
livhereit was supposed Gen. Brock had gone with all the 
lorcehe dared sp^re from the Niagara frontier. The best 
preparations in my power were, therefore, made tu dislodge 
the enemy from the Heights of dneenston, and possess our- 
selves of the village, where the troops might be sheltered 
from the distressing inclemency of the weather. 

Lieut. Col. Fenwick*s flying artillery, and a detachment 
of regular troops under his command, were ordered to 
be up in season from Fort Niagara. Orders were also sent 
to Gen. Smyth to send down from Bnffaloe, such detach* 
ments of his brigade as existing circumstances in that vi^ 
cinity might warrant. The attack was to have been made 
at4 o'clock in the morning of the 11th, by crossing over 
in boats from the oldferry opposite the Heights. To avoid 
any embarrassment in crossing the river, (which is here a 
sheet of violent eddies) experienced boatmen were procured 
to take the boats from the landing below to the place of em- 
barkation. I-jieut. Sim was considered the man of greatest 
skill for this service. He went ahead, and in the extreme 
darkness, passed the intended place far up the river ; and 
there, in a most extraordinsiry manner fastened the boat to 
the shore and abandoned the detachment. In tlie front 
boat he had carried nearly every oar which was prepared 
for all the boats. In this agonizing dilemma, stood ofilcers 
and men whose ardor had not been cooled by exposure 
through the night to one of the most tremendous north-east 
storms, which continued ,unabated, for 28 hours, and delug* 
cd the whole canip. The approach of day light extin- 
guished every prospect of success, and the detachment re- 
turned to camp. Col. Vaiit Rensselaer was to have com*. 
maadfid the dj^t^tchmeat. 
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After this remh, I had hoped the pf ' n .e of the troops 
%voul<l have continued until I could '' '.it the plan sug^ 
gested in my letter of the Sth, that I utight act under, and 
in conforoiiiv to the opinion that might be then expressed. 
But HIV hope was idle ; the previously excited ardor seemr 
ed to gain new heart from the late miscarriage — the brave 
M^ere mortified to stop short of their object, and the timed 
thought laurels half won by an attempt. 

On the morning of the I2th, such was the pi^essure upon 
me from all quarters, that I became satisfied that my refu* 
«al to act might involve me in suspicion and the service in 
disgrace. 

Viewing affairs at Buffaioe as yet unsettled, I had im* 
mediate! V countermanded the march of General Smvth*i 
brigade, upon the failure of ihe first expedition ; but hav- 
ing now determined to. attack Q^ueenston, I sent new orders 
to Gen. Smyth to march ; not with the view of his aid in 
the attack, for I considered the force detached sufiicient, 
but to support the detachment should the conflict be obstin* 
ate and long continued. 

LieuL Col. Chrystie, who had just arrived at the four miLe 
Creek, had late in the n^ght of the first contemplated attack, 
gallantly ofi'ered me his own and his men's service ; but 
he got my permission to late. He now again came for- 
ward ; had a conference with Col. Van Rensselaer, begged 
that he might have the honor of a command in the expedi- 
tion. Tiie arrangement was made. Col. Van Rensselaer 
nvas to command one column of 300 militia ; and Lieut 
Col. Chrystie a column of the same number of regular 
troops. 

Every precaution was now adopted as to boats, and 
the most confidential and experieaced men'to manage them. 
At an early hour in the night, Lieut. Col. Chrystie maixh- 
ad his detachment, by the rear road, from Niagara to camp. 
At 7 o'clock in the evening, Ldeut. Col. Stramdian's regi- 
ment moved from Niagara falls — ^at 8 o'clock. Mead's — 
and at 9 Lieut. Col. Blan's regiment marched from the 
same place. All were in camp in good season. Agreea- 
bly to my orders issued upon this occasion, the two columns 
were to pass over together ; and as soon as the heights 
i»hould be carried, Lieut. Col. Fenwick's fl\ing artiliery 
was to pass over ; then Maj. MuUany's detaciimeat of reg- 
i)lars ; and other troops to follow in order. 
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At dawn of clay the boats were in readiness/ and the 
troops commenced embarking*, under the cover of a com* 
manding battery, mounting two eighteen pounders, and 
two sixes. Tl>e mo^enients were soon discoiirered, and a 
brisk fire of musketry was poured from tbe whole line of 
the Canadian shore. Our batreries then opened to sweep the 
shore ; but it was for some minutes, too dark to direct much 
fire with safety. A brisk cannonade was how opened upoa 
the boats from three different batteries. Our battery returned 
their fire and occasionally threw grape upon the shore, and 
M^as itself served with sheik from a small mortar of the en- 
emy's. Col. Scott, of the artillery, by hastening his march 
from Niagara Falls in the night, urrived ia season to return 
tbe enemy's fire with two six pounders- 

The boats were somewhat embarrassed with the eddies^ 
as well as with a ^^hower of shot ; but Col. Van Rensselaer, 
with about 100 men, soon effected his laading amidst a 
tremendous fire directed upon him from every pohit; but 
to the astonishment of all who witnessed the scene, this 
van of the column advanced slowly agairist tbe fire. It 
was a serious misfortune to' the van, and indeed to the 
whole expedition, that in a few minutes after landing. CoL 
Van Rensselaer received four wounds — a ball passed 
through his right thigh, entering just below the hip bone — " 
another shot passed through the same thiglv a little below — 
the third through tbe calf of his leg — and a fourth cartused 
his heel. This was quite a crisis in the expedition. Un^i- 
der so severe a fire it was difficult to form raw troops. By 
some mismanagement of the boatmen, Lieut. Col. Chrystie 
did not arrive until some time after this, and was wounded 
in the hand in passing tbe river. Col. Y an Rensselaer was 
still able to stand ; and with great presence of mind order* 
ed his officers to proceed with rapidity and storm the forL 
This service was gallantly performed, and the enemy driv- 
en down the hill in every direction. Soon after this both 
parties were considerably reinforced, and the conflict was 
renewed in several places — many of the enemy took shel- 
ter behind a stone guard-house, where a piece of ordnance 
was now briskly served. I ordered the fire of our battery 
directed upon the guard-house ; and it was so effectually 
done, that with 8 or 10 shot the fire was silenced. The en- 
emy then retreated behind a large store house ; but in^ 1^ 
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ftliorttitne the rout became general, and the en<emy^s fire 
was silenced except from a one gun battery, so far dowa 
the river as to be out of tlie reach of heavy ordnance, and 
our light pieces could not silence it. A number of boato 
now passed over uuaniioyed, except from one unsilenced 
gun. For some time after I had passed over, the victory 
appeared complete ; but in the expectation of further at- 
tacl^s, I was taking measures fur fortifying my campimme- 
diately — the direction of this service 1 committed to Lieut. 
Totten, of the engineers. But very soon the enemy were 
reinforced by a detachment of several hundred Indiaos 
from Chippewa — they commenced a furious attack, but 
were promptly met and routed by the rifle and bayonet* 
By this time I perceived my troops were embarking very 
slowly. I passed immediately over to accelerate their 
movements ; but to my utter astonishment, I found at the 
very moment when complete victory was in our hands, the 
ardor of the unengaged troops had entirely subsided. I 
rode in all directions — urged men by every consideratiou 
to pass over — ^but in vain. Lieut. Col. Bloom, who had 
been wounded in action, retfltrned, mounted his horse, and 
rode through the camp; as did also Judge Peck, who 
happened to be here, exhorting th^ companies to proceed- 
but all in vain. 

At,this time a large reinforcement from Fort George 
were discovered coming up the river. As the battery on 
the hill was considered an important check against their 
ascending the heights, measures were immediately taken to 
send them a fresh supply of ammunition, as we had learnt 
there was left only twenty shot lor the eighteen, pounders^ 
The reinforcement, however, obliqued to the right from the 
road, and formed a junction with the Indians in the rear 
of the heights. Finding, to my infinite mortification, that 
no reinforcement would pass over ; seeing that another se* 
vere conflict must soon commence ; and knowing that the 
brave men on the heights were quite exhausted, and nearly 
out of ammunition, all I could do was to send them a fresh 
supply of cartridges. At this critical moment, I despatched 
a note to Gen. AVadsworth, acquainting him with our situar 
lion — ^leaving the course to be pursued much to his own 
judgment — with assurance, that if he thought best to retreat, 
I would endeavor to send as manv boats as I could com-^ 
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fnand, and corev his retreat by every fire I C6a1d safely 
make. Bat the boats were dispersed — maiiy of the boat- 
men had fled, panic ftruck-=— and but few got off. But my 
note could but little more than have reached* Gen. Wads- 
trorth about 4 o'clock, wheti a must severe and obstinate 
conflict commenced and continued about half an hour 
with a tremendous Are of cannon, flying artillery acd mus- 
ketry. The enemy succeeded, in repossessing their batte« 
ry ; and gaming advantage on every side, the brave men 
iwhohad gained the victory, exhausted of strength and ammu- 
nition, and grieved at the unpardonable neglect of theii^ 
fellow-soldiers, gave up the conflict. 

I can only add, that the victory was really won ; but lost 
for the want of a small reinforcement. One third part ef 
the idle nten might have saved all. 

I cannot injustice close this without expressing the very 
l^reat obligation I am under to Bngadier-General Wads- 
worth, Col. Van Ktfnsselaer, Col. bcott, Lieut. Cols. Chrystie 
and Fenwick, anci Capt. GiKson. Many others have also 
beh'dve^J most gallantly. As I have reason to believe that 
many of our troops fled to tllte woods, with the hope of 
ciossing the river, I have notbeen able to learn the prooable 
•number ot killed, wouuded and prisoners.^ The ei^emy 
have suffered severely. 

Genbrai^ Brock, is among their slain, and his aid-de- 
eanty* mortally wounded. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAER. 



CHAPTER V. 

Documents accompanying the President's Message of 

JSovendfer 4, 1812. 
Mr. Monroe to Mr. Russell. 
DEPARTMENT OF State, July 27, 1812. 
SIR — I wrote you on the 26th of June, by Mr. Foster, a 
letter which he promised to deliver to you in person or by 
a safe hand. 

* His dnce ascertained that 90 TegulaT% and miUtia were killedf and 389 
rtgulars and 378 tm/t/io, 82 Ifeing wounded, nwde prwmers. 
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In tfcat letter you were informed, that the Orders in 
Council, and other illegal blockades^ and the impressment 
of our seamen by Great-Britain, as you well knew before, 
were tbe principal causes of the war, and that if they were 
removed, you might 8ti|mlate an armistice, leaving them 
and all other grounds of difference, for final and more pre- 
ci^se adjustment by treaty. As an inducement to the British 
government t9 discontinue the practice of impressment 
trom our vessels^ by which alone our seamen can be made 
secure, you were authorised to stipulate a prohibition by 
law, to be reciprocal, of the employment of British seamen 
in the public or commercial service of the U. States. As 
such 4n arrangement, which might be made completely 
effectual and satisfactory by suitable regulations and penal- 
tieSj would operate almost exclusively in favor of Great- 
Britain, for as few of our seamen ever enter voluntarily into 
the British service, the reciprocity would be nominal; its 
advantage to G. Britain would be more than an equivalent 
for any she derives from impressment, which alone ought 
to induce her to abandon the .practice, if she had no other 
i!notiveforit. A stipulation to prohibit by law the em- 
ployment of British seamen in the service of the U. Statesr 
is to be understood in the sense and spirit of the constitution. 
The passage of such law must depend of course on Con- 
gress, who, it' might reasonably be presumed, might give 
effect to it. 

By authorising you to secure these objects as the grounds 
of an armistice, it was not intended to restrict you to any 
precise form in which it should be done. It is not particu- 
larly necessary that the several points should be specially 
provided for in the convention stipulating the armistice. 
A clear and distinct understanding with the British go- 
vernment on the subject of impressment, comprising in it 
the discharge of men already impressed, and on future 
blockades, if the Orders in Council are revoked, is all that 
is indispensable. The Ordei*s in Council being revoked, 
and the proposed understanding on the other points, that is, 
on blockades and impressment^ being first ^ obtained, in a 
manner, though informal, to admit of no mistake or disa- 
greement hereafter, tlie instrument providing for the ar- 
mistice may assume a general form especially if more 
agreeable to the British government. It may for example, 
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be said in general ternis Uhat both powes being sincerely 
desirous to terminate the difi^rences which unhappily sub-^ 
siist between them, and equally so, that full time should be. 
given for the adjustment thereof, agree, 1st, that an. armis- 
tice shall take place for that piu'pose to commence on the 
day of 

* 2. That they will forthwith appoint on. each side com- 
missioners with full power to form a'treaty, which shalLpro- 
vide, by reciprocal arrangements, for the security of their 
seamen from being taken or employed in the service of the 
other power, for the regulation of their commerce, and alL 
other interesting questions now depending between them. 

^ 3. The armistice shall not cease without a previous no- 
tice by one to the other party of days, and shall 
not be understood as having other effect than merely to sus- 
pend military operations by land and sea.' 

By this you will perceive that the President is desirous, 
of removing every obstacle to an accommodation which 
consists merely of form, securing in a. safe and satisfactory 
manner, the rights and interest of the U. States in these two* 
great and essential circumstances,.as it is presumed may be 
accomplished by the proposed understanding ; he is wil- 
ling that it should be done in a manner the most satisfactory 
and honorable to G. Britain, as well as to the U. States. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 



Mr. Grdliam to Mr. Russell. 
Department OF State, Aug. 9, 1&12.' 
SIR — The Secretary left this city about ten days ago,, 
on a short visit to Virginia. Since that period Mr. Baker 
has, inconsequence of some despatches from bis govern- 
ment addressed to Mr. Foster, made to me a communica- 
tion respecting the intentions of his government as regards 
the Orders in Council. It was of a character, however, so 
entirely informal and confidential that Mr. Baker did not 
feel himself at liberty to makeit in the form of a note verbal 
or promemoria, or even to permit me to take a memoran- 
dum of it at the time he made it. As it authorises an .ex** 
pectation that something more precise and definite, in and 
official form, may soon be received by this government, it is 
the Jess necessary that I should go into an explanatioa o£ 
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the views of the President in relation to it, more particularly 
as the Secretary of State is daily expected, and will be able 
to do it in a manner more satisfactory. 
J have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN GRAHAM. 



M7\ {jfraJiam to Mr. HusselL 
Department ckp State, Aug. 10, 1812. 

SIR — Thinking that it may possibly be useful to you> I 
do myself the honor to enclose yon a memorandum of tha 
conversation between Mr. Baker and myself, alluded to in 
my letter of yesterday's date. From a coriversation with 
Mr. Baker since th>s memorandum was made, I find that I 
was correct in representing to the President that the inti* 
mation from Mr. Foster, and the British authorities atHali-. 
fax was was to be understood as connected with a suspen- 
sion of hostilities on the frontiers of Canada. Yours, &c. 

JOHNORAHAM. 
Memorandum referred to in the above leti&i\ 

Mr. Baker verbally communicated to me for the infor- 
mation of the President, that he had received despatches 
from his government addressed to Mr. Foster, (dated I 
believe about the 17th of June) from which he was author- 
ised to say, that an official declaration would be sent to this 
tjountry, that the Orders in Council, so far as they aftected 
4he U. States, would be re|iealed on the 1st of August, to 
be revived on the 1st of May, 1813, unless the conduct of 
the French government, and the result of the communica- 
tions with the American government, should be such as, 
in the opinion of his majesty, to render their revival unne- 
cessary. Mr. Baker moreover stated that the Orders 
would be revived, provided the American government did 
not, within fourteen days after ihey received the official 
declaration of their repeal, admit British armed vessels into 
their poits, and put an end to the restrictive measures which 
bad grown out of the Orders in Council. 

The despatches authorising this communication to the. 
AmericaB government expressly directed that it should be 
made verbally, and Mr. Baker did not considei himself at 
liberty to reduce it to writing, even in the form of a note 
verbal, or promemoria, or to suffer me to take a memoran- 
^m of his communication at the time he made HL I under- 
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stood from him that the despatches had been opeaed by Mr* 
Foster atHalifax, who in consequence of a conversation h^ 
had had with Vice Admiral Sawyei% and Sir J. Shei-broke^ 
had authorised Mr. Baker to say, that tliese gentlemen would 
agree, as a measure leading to a suspension of hostilities, 
tliat all captures made after a day to be fixed, sliould not 
be proceeded against immediately, but be detained to await 
the future decision of the two governments. Mr. Foster 
had not seen Sir George Prevost, but had written to him 
hv express, and did not doubt but that he would agree tp 
an armn^emeot for the temporary suspension of Jiostilities. 
Mr. Baker also stated that be had received an authority 
from Mr. Foster to act as charge d' affairs, provided tbe 
American government would receive him in that charaor 
ter, for the purpose of enabling him ofhcially to communi* 
cake the declaration which was to be expected from the 
British government ; his functions to be understood, o^ 
course, as ceasing on the renewal of hostilities. I replied, 
that although, to so general and informal a communica- 
tion, no answer might be necessary, and certainly no par- 
ticular ansv^^er expected, yet, I wa^ authorised to say» thali 
&e communication is rieceived with sincere satisfaction, as 
it is hoped that the spirit in which it was authorised by hm 
government, may lead to such furtJher communications a^ 
will open the way not only to an early and satisfactory ter- 
mination of existing hostilities, but to that entire adjustment 
of all the differences which produced them, and that perma- 
nent peace and solid friendship which ought to be mutual-^ 
ly desired bv both countries, and. which is sincerely desired 
by this. With this desire, an authority was given to Mr. 
H.issell on the subject of an armistice as introductory to a 
final j)acification, as has been made known to Mr. Foster, 
and the sanie desire will be felt on the receipt of the fur^ 
ther and more particular communications which are 
shortly to be expected with respect to the joint inlimatioD 
from Mr. Poster and tbe authorities at Halifax, on tbe suh-^ 
ject of suspending judicial proceedings in the case of naar- 
itime captures, to be accompanied by a susi3ension of miU7 
jtiiry operations. The authority given to Mr. Russell jusi 
yiudeci to, and of which Mr. roster was the bearer, is full 
proc'f of the solicitude of the government of the U. States 
to bring about a general suspension of hostilities ou admis- 
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stble termSj with as little delay as possible. It was not to 
be (loqbteil therefore, that any other practical expexlient for 
;i(taiuing a sit^iiar result would be readily concurred in. 
Upon the mo^t favorable copsideration, however, which 
could be given to the ei(:pedient suggested through him, it 
did not appear to be reducible to any practicable shape to 
which the executive would be authorised to give it the ne- 
cessary sanction, nor indeed is it probable that if it was less 
liable to insiiperab^e di^culties, that it could have any ma- 
terial effect previous to the result of the pacific advance 
made by this government, and which must it favorably re<- 
oeivedy become operative as soon as any other arrangement 
that could now be made. It was stated to Mr. Baker, 
that the President did not, under existing circumstances, 
consider Mr. Foster as vested with the power of appointing 
a charge d 'affairs : but that no difficulty in point of form, 
would be made, as any authentic communication through 
}um, or any other channel, would be received with atten-* 
tioQ and respect. 

Mr. Monroe ie Mr. Russell 
Department oy State, Aug, 21, 1812. 

[Ejctract.l SIR — My last letter to you was of the 27lh 
of July, and. was forwarded by the British packet Althea, 
under the special protection of Mr. Baker. The object of 
that letter, and of the next preceding one of the 26th of 
June, was to invest you witli power to suspend by an armis- 
tice, od such fair condition!^ as it was presumed could not 
be rejected, the operation of the war, which had been 
brought on the U. States by the injustice and violence of 
jthe British government. At the moment of the declara- 
tion of war, the President, regretting the necessity which 
produced it, looked to its termination and provided for it, 
and happy will it be for both counti*ies, if the disposition 
felt, and the advances made on his part, are entertained and 
met by the British government in a similar spirit. 

You will have seen by the note forwarded to you by Mr. 
Graham, of JVIr. Baker s communication to him, that Mr. 
Foster had authorised him to state that the commanders of 
tile British forces at Halifax would agree to a suspension, 
after a d;sLy to be fixed, of the. condemnation of pi*iz€s, to 
l^wait the decision of both governments, without however 
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preventing captures on either side. It appears ako, thsri; 
Mr. Foster bad promised to communicate with Sir George 
Prevost^ and to advise hitn to propose to our government 
an armistice. 

Sir George Prevost lias since proposed to General Deari- 
'born, at the saggesliou of Mr. Foster, a suspension of of- 
fensive operations by landf in a letter which was transmit- 
ted by the Oenerai to the Secretary of War. A provisional 
-agreement was entered into between Genwal Dearborn 
and Colonel Baynes, the British adjutant^General, bearer 
t)f General Prevost's letter, that neither party should act 
offensively before the decision of our government should he 
taken on the subject. 

Since my return to Washington, the documetrt alluded 
to in Mr, Foster s despatch, as finally decided on by the 
British government, has been handed to me by Mr. JBaker^ 
with a remark, that its authenticity might be relied -on. 
Mr. Baker added that it was not improbable, that the Ad- 
.miral at Halifax might agree likewise to a suspension of 
<;aptures, though he did not profu^ to appear to be acquaint- 
ed with his sentiments on that point. 

•On full consideration of all the circumstinces which 
merit attention, the President regrets that it is not in his 
power to accede to the proposed arrangement. The fol- 
iowing are among the principal reasons which have pro- 
duced this decision. 

1st. The President has no power to suspend judicial 
proceedings on prizes. A capture, if lawful, vests a right 
over which he has no control. Nor could he prevent cap- 
4;iire$ otherwise than by an indiscriminate recal of the 
commissions granted to our privateers, which he could not 
justify under existing circumstances. 

2d. The proposition is not made by the British govern- 
ment nor is there any certainty that it would be approved 
by it. The proposed arrangement, if acceded to, might 
not be observed by the British officers themselves, if their 
government, in consequence of the war, should give them 
instructions of a different character, even if they were giv- 
-en without a knowledge of the arrangement. 

3d. No security is given, or proposed, as to the Indians, 
nor could any be relied on. They have engaged in the 
Twar on the side of the British government, and are now pro- 
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aecaliDg it with vigor, in their usual savage mode. They 
ean only be restrained by force, when once let loose, and, 
that force has already been ordered out for that purpose. 

4th, The proposition is not reciprocal, because it restrains 
the United States from acting where their power is great- 
est,, and. leaves Great- Britain at liberty, and gives her time 
Uk augment her forces in. our neighborhood. 

6th. That as a principal object of the war is to obtain 
redress against the British practice of impressment, an 
agreement ta suspend hostilities even before the British 
government is heard from on that subject, might be con- 
sidered a relinquishment of that claim. 

6th. It is the more olvjectionable,. and of the less impor- 
tance, in consideration of the instructions heretofore given 
you, whieh, if met by the British government, may have 
already produced the same result in a greater extent and 
more satisfactory form. 

I might add, that the declaration itself is objectionable 
in many respects, particularly the following — 

1st. Because it asserts a right in the British government 
to restore the Orders in Council, or any part thereof, to their 
iall effect on a principle of retaliation on France, under 
circumstances of which she alone is to judge ; a right 
which this government cannot admit, especially in the ex- 
tent heretofore claimed, and acted on by the British gov- 
ernment. . 

2d. That the repeal is founded exclusively on the PrencE 
Decree of the 28th of April, 1811, by which the repeal 
of the Decrees of Berlin and Milan,, announced on the 5th. 
of August, 18 JO, to take effect on the 1st of November, of 
that year, at which time their operation actually ceased, is- 
disregarded, as are the claims of the U. States arising; 
from the repeal on that day^ even according to the British^ 
pledge, 

Sd.^ That even if the U. States had no right to claim the 
vepeal of the British Orders in Council prior to the French 
Decree of the 28th of April, 1811, nor before the notifica- 
tion of that Decree to the British government, on the 2()th 
©f May, of the present year, the British repeal ought to 
have borne date, from that day, and been subject to none 
ofthe limitations attached to it. 
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These rettiarks on thededarMioti of the prince regpeht, 
-which are not pursued with rigx)f, nor in the full extent 
M^hich they might be, are applicable to it, itt relation to the 
state of things which existed before the determination of 
the U. States to resist the aggressions of the British gov- 
ernment by war. By that determination, thi^ relations be- 
tween the two countries have been altogether changed, and 
it is only by a termination of the war, or by measures lead- 
ing to it, by consent of both governments, thai its calami- 
ties can be closed or mitigated. It is not now a question 
whether the declaration of the prince regent is such as 
ought to have produced a repeal of the non*importation 
act, had war not been declared, because, by the declara- 
tion of war, that question is superceded, and the non-im- 
portation act having been continued in force by Congress, 
and become a measure of war, and among the most efficient, 
it is no longer subject to the control of the Executive in the 
sense, and for the purpose for which it was ado[)ted. The 
declaration, however, of the prince regent, will not be with- 
out effect. By repealing the Orders in Council without 
reviving the blockade of May, 1806, or any other illegal 
blockade, as is understood to be the case, it removes a great 
obstacle to an accommodation. The President considers 
it an indication of a disposition in the British government 
to accommodate the differences which subsist between the 
two countries, and I am instructed to assure you, that, if 
such a disposition really exists, and is persevered in, and is 
extended to other objects, especially the important one of 
impressment, a durable and happy peace and reconciliation 
cannot fail to result from it. 



Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. 

London, Sept, I, 1812. 

SIR — ^You will perceive by the enclosed copies of notes 
which have passed between lord Castlereagh and me, that 
the moderate and equitable terms proposed for a suspen- 
sion of hostilities, have been rejected, and that it is my in- 
tention to return immediately to the United States. 

My continuance here, after it has been so broadly inti- 
mated to me by his lordship, that I am no longer acknotvl- 
edged in my diplomatic capacity, and after a knowledge 
that instructions are given to the British Admiral to nego- 
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ciSite an arrangement on the other side of the Atlantic, 
woald, in my view of the subject, not only be useless bat 
improper. ^ 

It is probable, however, that the vessel in which I p 
pose to embark will not take her departure before the 1 
nr 20th of this month. 

I have the honor to bci. &Ci 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 

Mt. Russell to lord Castlereagh. 

London, Aug. 24, 1812» 
My lord — ^It is only necessary, I trust, to call the attention 
t^your lordshipto a review of the conduct of the government 
of the U. States^ to prove incontrovertibly its unceasing* anx- 
iety to maintain the relations of peace and friendship with (i. 
Britain. Its patience in suffering the many wrongs which 
it has received, and its perseverance in endeavormg by am- 
icable means to obtain redress, are known to the world. 
Despairing at length of raceiving this redress from the jus- 
tice of the British government, to which it had so often up- 
plied in vain^ and feeling that a further forbearance would 
be a virtual surrender of right^s and interests essential to the 
prosperity and independence of the nation confided to its 
protection, it has been compelled to discharge its high duty 
by an appeal to arms. While, however, it regards tUis 
course as the only one which remained for it to pursue 
with a hope of preserving any portion of that kind of char- 
acter which constitutes the vital strength of every nation^ 
yet it is still willing to give another proof of the spirit 
which has uniformly distinguished its proceedings, by seek- 
ing to arrest, on terms consistent with justice and honor, 
the calamities of war. It has, therefore, authorised me to 
stipulate with his Britannic majesty's government an ar- 
mistice to commence at or before the expiration of sixty 
days after the signature of the instrument providing for it, 
on condition that the Orders in Council be repealed, and 
no illegal blockades to be substituted to them, and ttial 
orders be immediately given to discontinue the impress- 
ment of persons from American vessels^ and to restore the 
citizens of the United States already impressed; it being 
moreover well understood that the British government will 
assent to enter into definite arrangements, as toon as may 
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be, on these and every other clifTerence, by a treaty to be 
concluded either at London or Washington, as on an im- 
partial consideration of existing circumstances shall be 
deemed most expedient. 

As an inducement to G. Britain to discontinue the prac- 
tice of impressment from American vessels, lam authoris- 
ed to give assurance that a lavp shall he passed (to be recip- 
rocal) to prohibit the employment of British seamen in the 
public or commercial service of Ihe U. States. 

It is sincerely believed that such an arrangement would 
prove more efficacious in securing to G. Britain her sea- 
men, than the practice of impressment, so derogatory to 
the sovereign attributes of the U. States, and so incompati- 
ble with the personal rights of their citizens. 

Your lordship will not be surprised that I have present- 
ed the revocalion of the Orders in Council as a preliminary 
to the suspension of hostilities, when it is considered that 
the act of the British government of the 23d of June last, 
ordaining that revooation, is predicated on conditions, the 
j)erformance of which is rendered impracticable by the 
change which is since known to have occurred in the rela- 
tions between the two countries. It cannot now be ex- 
pected that the government of the U. States will immedi- 
ately on due notice of that act, revoke or cause to be re- 
voked its acts, excluding from the waters and harbors of 
the U. States all British aimed vessels, and interdicting 
commercial intercourse with G. Britain. Such a proce- 
jiure would necessarily involve consequenses too unreasoa- 
able and extravagant to be for a moment presumed. — The 
Order in Council of the 24d of June last will, therefore ac- 
cording to its own terms be null and of no effect* and a new 
act of the British government, adapted to existing circum<^ 
stances, is obviously required for the effectual repeal of the 
Orders in Council of which the United States complain. 

The government of the U. States considers indemnity 
for the injuries received under the Orders in Council and 
other Edicts, violating the rights of the American nation, 
to be incident to their repeal, and it believes that satisfaco- 
ry provision will be made in the definite treaty, to be here- 
after negociated, for this purpose. 

The conditions now offered to the British government 
lor the termination of the war by an armistice as above 
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staled, are so moderate and just in themselves, and so en- 
tirely consistent with its interest and honor, that a confi- 
dent hope is indulged that it will not hesitate to accept 
them. In so doing it will abandon no right; it will sacri- 
iice no interests; it will abstain only from violating the 
rights of the U. States, and in return it will restore peace 
with the power from whom in a friendly commercial in- 
tercourse so many advantages are to be derived. 

Your lordship is undoubtedly aware of the serious diffi- 
culties with which the prosecution of the war, even for a 
short period, must necessat-ily embarrass all future attempts 
at accommodation. — Passions exasperated by injuries — 
alliances or conquests on terms which forbid their abandon- 
ment — will inevitably hereafter embitter and protract a 
contest which might now be so easily and happily termi- 
nated* 

Deeply impressed with these truths, I cannot but per- 
suade myself that his royal highness, the prince regent will 
take into his early consideration, the propositions herein 
made on behalf of the U. States, and decide on them in a 
spirit of conciliation and justice. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 



Lord Castlereagh to Mr. RtissclL 

Foreign Office, Aug. 29, 1812. 

SIR — Although the diplomatic relations between the 
two governments have been terminated, by a declaration 
of war on the part of the U. States, I have not hesitated, 
under the peculiar circumstances o^* the case„ and the au- 
thority under which you act, to submit to the prince regent 
the proposition contained in your letter of the 24th inst. for 
a suspension of hostilities. 

From the period at which your instmctions must have 
been issued, it is obvious, that this overture was determin- 
ed upon by the government of the D. States, in ignorance 
of the Order in Council of the 2ad of June last> and as you 
inform me that you are not at liberty to depart from the con- 
ditions set forth in you letter, it only remains for me to ac- 
quaint you that the prince regent feels, himself mider the 
necessity of declining to accede to the proposition therein 
contained, as being on various grounds absolutely inad- 
missibre. 
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As soon as there was reason to apprehend, that Mr. Fos« 
ter s functions might have ceased in America^ and that he 
might have been obliged to withdraw himself, in conse-* 
quenceof war having been declared, from the U. States, 
before the above mentioned Order of the SJSd of June, and 
the instructions consequent thereupon, could have reached 
him, measures were taken for authorising the British Ad- 
miral on the American station, to propose to the govenir ' 
ment of the U. States, an immediate and reciprocal re- 
vocation of all hostile Orders, with the tender of giving full 
efiect, in the event of hostilities being discontinued, to the 
provisipnjsof thesaid Order, upon the conditions therein 
specified. 

From this statement you will perceive that the view you 
have taken of this part of the subject is incorrect; and that 
in the prese.it state of the relations betwieen the two coun^f 
tries, the operation of the Qrder of the 23d June, can only 
be defeated by a refusal on the part of your government to 
desist from hostilities, or to coipply with the conditions ex- 
pressed in the said Order. 

Under the circumstances of your having no powers to 
negociate, I must decline entering into a dets^iled discus- 
sion of the propositions which you have been directed to 
bring forward. 

I cannot, however, refrain on one single point, from ex- 
pressing my surprise ; namely, that, as a condition prelim- 
inary even to a suspension of hostilities, the government of 
the U . States, should have thought fit to demand, that the 
Bntish government should desist from its ancient and ac- 
customed practice of impressing British seamen from the 
merchant ships of a foreign state, simply on the assurance 
that a law shall hiereafter b|e passed to prohibit the employ* 
ment of British seamen in the public or commercial service 
of that state. 

The British government now, as heretofore, is ready to 
receive from the government of the U. States, and amica- 
bly to discuss, any proposition which professes to have iq 
view either to check abuse in the exercise of the practice of 
impressment, or to accomplish by mesons less liable to vex- 
ation, the object for which impressment has hitherto been 
found necessary, but tLey cannot consent to suspend the 
ej!^ercisib of a right upon vyhich the naval strength of the 
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empire mainly depends, until they are fully convinced that 
means can be devised, and will be adopted, by which the 
•bject to be obtained by the exercise of that right, can be 
etfiectuuUy secured. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

CASTLEREAGH. 



Mr. Russell to lord Castkreagh. 

London, September 1, 1812. 

My lord — 1 have heard with much regret, by your 
}ordship*s note, dated the the 29th ult. which I did not re- 
ceive until this morning, that the prince regent has thought 
proper to decline to accede to the proposition for a suspen- 
sion of hostilities, contained in my note of the 24th of Aug. 

It has been matter of surprise to me that my view with 
i^gard to the revocation of the Order m Council of the 23d 
of June last, should have been considered to have been in* 
correct, when it appears by your lordship*s note that the 
3ntish.government Itself had deemed it necessary to give 
powers to the British Admiral to stipulate for its full effect, 
and thereby admitted that a new act was required for that^ 
purpose, 

[t now only remains for me to announce to you lordship 
that it is mv intention to embark immediately at Plymouth, 
on board the ship Lark, for the U. States, and to request 
that permission may be granted, a soon as may be, for the 
embarkation of my servants, baggage, and the effects of 
this legation, and that the necessary passports may be furn- 
ished for my own, and their safe conduct to that destination. 

I avail myself of this occasion to apprize your lordship 
tjiat I am authorised by the government of the U. States, to 
leave Reuben Gaunt Beasely, Esq. as its agent for prisoners 
of war in this country, and to desire that every necessary fa- 
cility may be afforded him in the exercise of that trust, by 
the British government. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 

JMr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. 

London, Sept. 3, 1812. 
SIR — ^I enclose herein ^a copy of a note, received yester- 
4ay from lord Castler^agb, which will acquaint you that I 
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have obtained my passports to return to the U. States, and 
that Mr. Beasely is permitted to remain here as agent for 
prisoners of war. 

Immediately on demanding my passport I addressed to 
tlie consols a circular of which you will also find a copy en- 
closed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 

Lord Castlereaffh to Mr. BusselL 

Foreign OFFiCi-:, Sept. 2, 1812. 

SIR — I have laid before his royal highness, the prince 
regent, your letter of the 1st instin which you announce 
your intention to embark immediately at Plymouth on board 
the ship Lark, for the U. States. 

I have already had the honor of forwarding to yon an 
Admiralty order fot the protection of that ship as a cartel, 
on her Toyagc to America, and I herewith enclose to you 
a passport for the free embarkation of yourself and family, 
ID comformity to your request. The lords coroinissisners 
ct his majesty's treasury will issue directions to the commis* 
sioners of the customs to give every facility to the embarka- 
Jion o^ your effeots. 

If previous to your departure from England, you can 
point out to me any particular manner in which I can facil- 
itate your arrangements, I beg that you will command my 
services. 

His royal highness has commanded me to signify to you, 
for the mformation of your government, that there will be 
no difficulty in allowing Mr. R. G'. Beasely, as stated in 
ydur letter, to reside in this country, as the U. State's agent 
Vor prisoners of war. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

CASTLEREAGH. 

Sir J. B. Warren to Mr. Monroe, 

Haupax, No\a Scotia, Sept. 30, 1812. 
SIR — ^The departure of Mr. Foster from America, has 
devolved upon me the charge of making known to you, for 
the information of the government of the U. States, the sen- 
timents entertained by his royal highness, the prince regent, 
upon the existing relations' of the two countries. 
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You will observe, from the enclosed copy of an Order in 
Council bearing date the 2Sd of June, 1812, that the Or^- 
der^ iu Council of the 7lh of January, 1807, and the 2Gth of 
'x\pril, 1809, ce^tsed to exist nearly at the same time that 
the government of the U. States declared war against his 
majesty. 

Immediately on the receipt otthis declaration in London, 
llie Order in Council, of which a copy is herewith enclosed 
to you, was issued on the 31st day of July, for the embargo 
and detention of all American Khips. 

Under these circumstances, I am commanded to propose 
to your government the immediate cessation of hostilities 
between the two countries and I shall be most happy to be 
ihe instrument of bringing about a reconciliation, so interes- 
ting and beneficial to America, and G. Britain. 

I therefore propose to you, that the government of Ihe U. 
States of Americashall instantly recall their letters of marque 
and reprisal against British ships, together with ail or- 
ders and instructions for any acts of hostility whatever 
agamst the territories of his majesty, or the persons or pro- 
perty of his subjects; with the understanding, that, imme- 
diately on my receiving from you an official assurance to 
that effect, I shall instruct all the officers under my com- 
mand to desist from corresponding measures of war* 
against the ships and property of the (J. States, and that I 
shall transaiit without delay, corresponding intelligence to 
the several parts of the world where hostilities may have 
commenced. The British commanders in which, will be 
required to discontinue, hostilities from the receipt of such 
notice. 

Should the American government accede to the above 
proposal for terminating hostilities, I am authorised to ar^ 
range with you as to the revocation of the laws which in- 
terdict the commerce and ships of war of^O. Britiiin from 
the harbors and waters of the U. States; in the defeult of 
which revocation within such reasonable period as may be 
agreed upon, you will observe by the order of the 23d June, 
the Orders in Council of January, 1807, and April, 1809, 
are to be revived.^ 

The officer who conveys this letter to the American coast 
has received my orders to put to sea immediately upon tlio 
delivering of this dispatch t^o the competent authority ; and 
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I earnestly recommend that no time may be lost in com^ 
municating to me the decision of your government, persnad* 
ed as I feel that it cannot but be of a nature to lead to a 
fpeedy termination of the present differences. 

The flag of truce which you may charge with your re- 
ply will find one of my cruisers at Sandy Hook, ten days 
after the landing of this despatch, which 1 have directed to 
oall there with a flag of truce for that purpose. 

I have honor to be, &c. 

JOHN BORLASE WARREN. 



Mr. Monroe to sir J. JB. Warren. 
Department op State, Oct. 27, 1812. 

SIR — ^I have had the honor to receive your letter of th^ 
30lh ult. and tosubmit itto the consideration of the President^ 

It ap|)ears that you are authorised to propose a cessation 
of hostilities between the U. States and G. Britain, on the 
ground of the repeal of the Orders in Council, and in case 
the proposition is acceded to, to take measures in concert, 
with this government, to carry it into complete effect oa 
both sides. 

You state, also that you have it in charge, in that event, 
to enter into an arrangement with the government of the IT. 
States for the repeal of the laws which interdict the ships of 
war and the commerce of G. Britain from the harbors and 
waters of the U. States. And you intimate, that if the 
proposition is not acceded to, the Orders in Council (repeal- 
ed conditionally by that of the 23d of Ju^ie last) will be revi- 
ved against the commerce of the U. States. 

I am instructed to inform you, that it will be very satis- 
factory to the Presidefit to meet the British government in 
such arrangements as muy terminate without delay the hos- 
tilities which now exist between the U. States and G. Bri- 
tain, on conditions honorable to both nations. 

At the moment of the declaration of war, the President 
gave a signal proof of the attachment of the U. States to 
peace. Instructions were given at that early period to the 
late charge d'affairs of the CJ. States at Lotidon, to pro- 
pose to the British government an armistice on conditions 
which it was presumed would have been satisfactory. It 
has been seen with regret that the propositions made by. 
Mr. Monroe, pai*ticularly in regard to the important inter.-. 
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0A of impressment^ was rejected, and that none was offisred 
dirough that channel, as a basis on which hostilities might 
cease. 

As your government has authorised you to propose a ceSf 
sationof hostilities, and is doubtless aware of the important 
and salutary effect which a satisfactory adjustment of this 
difference cannot fail to have on the future relations be- 
tween the two countries, I indulge the hope that it has, ere 
this, given you full power tor the purpose. Experience 
has sufficiently evinced that no peace can be durable unless 
this object is provided for, It is presumed, therefore, that 
it is equally the interest of both countries to adjust it at this 
time. 

Without further discussing questions of right, the Presi* 
dent is desirous to provide a remedy for the evils complain- 
ed of on both sides. The claim of the British govern- 
ment is to take from the merchant vessels of other coun- 
tries British subjects. In the practice, the commanders of 
the British ships of war often take from the merchant ves- 
sels of the U. States, American citizens. If the U. States 
prohibit the employment of British subjects in their service, 
and inforce the prohibition of suitable regulations and pen- 
alties, the motives for the practice is taken away. It is ia 
this mode that the President is willing to accommodate 
this important controversy with the British government, and 
H cannot be conceived on what ground the arrangement 
can be refused, 

A suspension of the practice of impressment, pending 
the armistice, seems to be a necessary consequence, it 
cannot be presumed, while the parties are engaged in a 
negociation to adjust amicably this important difference, 
that the IT. States would admit the right or acquiesce ia 
the practice of the opposite party ; or that G. Britaia 
would be unwilling to restrain her cruizers from a practice 
which would have the strongest tendency to defeat the ne-p 
gociation. It is presumable that both parties would entw 
ifito the negociation with a sincere desire to give it effect. 
For this purpose it is necessarf; that a clear and distinct 
understanding be first obtainea^tween them, of the ac- 
commodation which each is prepared to make. If the 
British government is willing to susi>end the practice of 
impressment from American vessels, on consideration thdt 
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the U. States will exclu(]c British seairven from their ser« 
vice, the regulations by which this com promise siiouUi be 
carried iiito effect uoald be solely the object of ne^ociation. 
The araiistice wouhl be of short duration. If the parties 
agreed, pi-ace would be the result. IF the neg'ociation 
failed, each wouid be restored to its former state, and to 
nil its pretensions, by recurring to war. 
' Lord Casklereagh, in his note to Mr. Ku«*sell, seems to 
have supposed, that had the British (rovernmeni accepted 
the prop«>sitions made to it, G. Brkain would have suspend- 
ed imnie<it:itfly the exercise of a right, on the mere assur- 
ance i;f this govern iiicnt that a law would be afterwards 
passed lo nni^ibit die einploymeiit of British seamen in the 
service of the l\ States, and thatG. Britain would have no 
agency in the regulation to give eifect to that proposition* 
Such an idea was not in the contemplation of this govern- 
ment, nor is to l>e reasonably inferred from Mr. RusselFft 
JDote; lest, however, by possibility such an inference might 
be drawn from instructions to Mr. Kusseli, and anxious 
that tiiere should be no misunderstand uig in the case, sub-. 
sequent instrnclions were given to Mr. Hussell with a 
view to obviate every objection of the kind alluded to. 
As they bear date on li7tli July, and were forwarded by 
the Bi'itish packet Althea,, it is more than probable that 
they may have been received, and acted on. 
. I am happy to explain to you thus tully the views of my 
government on this important subject. The President de« 
sires that the war which exists between our countries should 
be terminated on such conditiuna as may secure a solid 
and durable peace. To accomplish tliis great object it is. 
necessary that the interest of im)>re6sment be satisfactorily 
arranged. He is willing, that G. Britain should be secured 
agaitis: the evils of which she complains. He seeks on the 
other band that the citizens of ^he U. States siiould be pro- 
tected against a practice, which, while it degrades the na« 
tcon, deprives them oi their rights as freemen, takes them 
byforce. from their families aud> their country iuto a for- 
eign service, to light the battles of a foreign power, per- 
Imps against their own kindred and country. 

I alislain from enteniijuf, in this communcation,into other 
grounds of difi'erence. The Orders in Council having been 
r£/>ealed, (with a reservation not impairing a corresponduig' 
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right on the part of the U. Skates) and no illegal 1:>looC- 
ades revived or instituted in their stead, and' M liiult.'r- 
standing beinjnr obtained on the subject of inipressniofity in 
the^motle hemn proposed, the President is willing to ajjree 
to a cessatioD of hostilities, with a view- to arrang'e by ttea- 
tVf in a more distinct and ample manner, artd to the satis- 
foction of both parties, every other subject of controversy. 

I will only add that if there be no objection to an accoiu- 
modation of the difforence relating* to impressment, in the 
mode proposed, otfier than the suspension of the Brihsh 
claim to impressment dnnngf the armistice, th^re Cnn be 
none to prolfteeding'i without the armistice, to an in.medi- 
ate discussion and arrangement of an artich on that subject. 
This g^eat question beinjj salisfactorilj' adjusted, the way 
will be open either for an armistice or any other course 
leading most conveniently and expeditiously to a general 
pacification. 1 have the Iioiior to be,Scc. 

: JAMES MONROE. 



BRITISH CHALLENGE. 

Ignorant of the fate of the blustering JJacres, sir James 
Yeo, of the Southampton frigate, sent the following polite 
chaHenge to Capt. 1). Porter, commander of the frigate 
Essex. The kiriffj * the fountain of honor,' dubbed sir 
James, a knight ; we wished Capt. Porter the pleasure of 
drubbing \ikx\\ into a gentleman. 

* A passenger of the brig Lyon from Havanna to New- 
York, captured by the frigate Southampton, sir James Yeo, 
commander, is requested by sir James Yeo, to present liis 
compliments to Capt Porter, commander of the American 
frigate Essex, would be glad to have a tete-a-tete any where 
between the capes of Delaware and the Havanna, when he 
V^ould have the pleasure to break his own sword over his 
damned bead and put him down forward in irons.' 

AMERICAN ACCEPTANCE. 

Capt* Porter, of the U. States irigate Essex, presente 
bis compliments to sir James Yeo, commanding his Bri- 
tannic majesty's frigate Southampton, and accepts with 
pleasure his polite invitation. If agreeable to s^r James, 
Capt. Porter would prefer meeting near the Delaware, 
vhere, Capt. P. pledges his honor to sir James, that n" 
other American vessel shall interrupt their tete-a-lefe. 
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The Essex may be known by a flag bearing tlie tnotk6#^- 

fJaEf: TRADE AND SAILOKS' RIGHTS ; 

Anci when that is struck to the fcniuthampton Capt« Porter 
'will deserve the treatment promised by sir Jam^. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 18, 1812* 



CHAPTER Vt 
JONES' VICTORY-- AND CAPTURE. 

tapt. Jonea to tlie tSecrelary oj the Mavjf. 

Nfiw-YoRit, Nov, 24, laia. 

\ — I here avail my.Helioftbe first opportunity of in- 
form, ng you of the oiicurreices of our cruise^ which ter- 
m'Miitted in the capture of the Wasp on the 18th of Oct. by 
th< Poictiersof 74 guns, while a wfeck from damages re- 
ceiv(Mi 1(1 an etig/r^ement with the JBritish sloop of war Frolic, 
of 'V2 guns; Sixteen of them thirty-two pouud carron- 
ad">., diid Tour twelve pounders {in th^.main deck and two 
tvielve )}OUi:der89 CarronadeS| on tlie tofi-gallanl-forecasUe, 
xnak.il Jf her superior in turce to U9 by 4 twelve pounders. 
Tiie Frolic had struck to us, and was taken possession of 
abi^ui v^^o hours before our surrendering tp the Poirtiers. 

We bad left the l)eiaware on the 13tb. Tiie 16rh had a 
heivv gale, in which we lost our jib-boont and two men. 
Halt p. st eleven, on the night of th^ 17th, in the latitude 
oi 37 deg. N* ^t^d Ion, 65 deg. W. we saw several sail, 
two of them appearing very large; we stood from them, 
for some titDe, then shortened sail and steered the reniain* 
der oi the night the course we bad perceived them on*. 
At da> -light on Sunday the 18th w^ saw them ahead-— > 
e^ave chase and soon discovered them to be a convoy of 
feix sail, under the protection of a sloop of war ; four of,, 
them large ships, mounting from 16 to 18 guns. At thirty 
two minutes past 11, A. M. we engaged the sloop of war,. 
having first received her fire at the distance of fifty pr sixty 
yards, which space we gradually lessened until we laid her 
on board, after a well supported fire of 43 minutes ; and aW; 
though so near while loading the last broadside that our- 
rammers were shoved against the side of th^ enemy, our. 
men exiiibited the same alacrity whicji they had done dw/: 
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^ttig\b» tvbok of the action. They immediately ^urretider- 
ed upon our gaining their forecastle, so that no loss was 
sustained on either side after boarding. 

Our main-top-mast was shot away between 4 and S min-* 
utes from the commencement of the firing, and falling to- 
frether with the main-top-sail yard across the larboard- 
fore and fore-top»sail braces; rendered our head-yards un- 
manageable the remainder of the action* At eight minutes 
the gaft and main4op-gallant mast came down, and at 
20 minutes from the beginning of the action every brace ai;d 
roost of the rigging was shot away* A few minutes after 
separating from the Frolic both her mast fell upon deck, 
the mainmast going close by the deck> and the foremast 
twelve or fifteen feet above it. 

The courage and exertions of the officers and crew iuUy 
answered my expectations and wishes. 

I bava the honor to be, &c. JACOB JONES. 

AMERICAN X.09S. 

Killed 5— wounded 5. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 27 — wounded 46. 



rt 



DECATUR'S VICTORY. 

Com. Decatun to the Secretaiy of the Navy. 
U. S. S. United states, at sea, Oct. 30, 1812. 
SIR — ^I have the honor to inform you, that on the 2dth 
inst being in lat. 29 deg. N. long. 29, 30 W. we tell in 
with, and, after an action of one hour and a half, captured 
his Britannic majesty's irigate Macedonian, conimanded 
by Capt John Carden^ and mounting 49 carriage guns 
(the odd gun shifting.) She is a frigate of the largest' 
^lass, jtwo years old| four months out of dock) and reputed- 
fme of the best sailers m the British service. The euenajr 
being to windward, had the advantage of engaging us at 
bis own jdistance^ which was so great, that for the first half 
boar we did not use our carronades^ and at no moment 
was he within the complete effect of our musketry or grape i 
to this circQmrtance and a heavy swell, which was on at 
the time, I ascribe the unusual length of the action. 
' The enthusiasm of every officer, seamen, and marine oa 
Ifoard this ship, oo dis€Ovenn|^ the enemy**— their ileadi;^ 
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conduct in battle, and precisioYi of their fire, codld not . be 
surpasised. Where all met my fullest expectations, it 
would be unjust in me to discriminate. Permit me, how- 
ever, to recommend to your particular notice, my first Lieut. ' 
William H. Allen. He had served . with me upwards of 
five years, and to his unremitted exertions in disciplining 
the crew, is to be imputed the obvious superiority of our 
gunnery exhibited in the result of the contest. 

The Macedonian lost her mizen-mast, fore and main-toi> 
masts and main yard, and was much cut up in her hull. 
The damage sustained by this ship was not such as to ren* 
der her return into port necessary, and bad 1 not deemed it 
important that y/e should see our prize in, should have con*, 
tinned our cruise. 

With the highest consideration, &c. 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

AMERICAN roSS. 

Killed 7 — wounded 5. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 36 — wouudedOS — prisoners. !&70. 



BAINBRIDGE'S VfCTORY. 

Com. Bainbridge to the Svcretliry of the Navy. 
v. S. F. Conslitutiorif St SalffadoVf Jan, 3, 1813^ 
81R — I have the honor to imform you, that on the 29th 
ultimo, ut 2 P. M. in south latitude 13,06, and west long. 
38, lOleagues distance from the coast of Brazils, I fell in 
with and captured his Britannic majesty's frigate Java, of 
49 guns and upwards of 400 men, commanded by Capt. 
Lambert, a very distinguished officer. The action lasted 
one hour and 55 minutes, in which time the enemy was 
<x>mpletely dismasted, not having a spar of any kind staud** 
jag. The loss on board the Constitution was 9 killed and* 
25 wounded, as per enclosed list. The enemy had 60 killed 
hnd 101 wounded, certainly, (among the latter Capt. Lnm* 
Wt, mortally^ but by the enclosed letter, written on board 
the ship, (by one of tl)e officersof the Java) and accidentaW 
]y. found, it is evident that the enemy's wounded must have 
been much greater than above stated, and who must have 
died of their wounds previously to their being i*emov!ed. 
The letter states sixty killed and 170 wounded. . r 
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For further details of the action, I beg leave to refer you 
to the enclosed extracts from my journal. The Java had 
in addition to her own crew upwards of one hundred su- 
pernumerary officers and seamen, to join the British ships 
of war in the East Indies; also, Lieutenant- General His- 
lop, appointed to the command of Bombay, Major Walker^ 
and Capt. Wood, of his staff, and Capt. Marshall, master 
and commander in the British navy^ going to the EasJk 
Indies to take command of a sloop of war there. 

Should I attempt to do justice^ by representation^ to the 
brave and good conduct of all my officers and crew, daring 
the action, I should fail in the attempt ; therefore, suffice 
it to say, that the whole of their conduct was such as to 
merit my highest enconiums. On blowing up of the frigate 
Java, I proceeded to this place, where I have landed all 
the prisoners on their parole, to return to England, and 
there remain until regularly exchanged, and not serve in 
their professional capacities in any place or in any manner 
whatever against the U. States of America, until the ex« 
change shall be effected. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. BAINBRIDGE. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 9 — wounded 25, 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 60 — wodnded lOl—prisoners 376. 

Extract from Commodore Wm. Bainbridge's Journal, kept 
on board the U. S. F. Constitution. 

' Tuesday, Dec. 29, 1812. 
* At 9 A. M. discovered two strange sails on the weath- 
er bow. At 10 discovered the strange sails to be ships; 
one of them stood in for the land and the other »tood off 
4ihore, in a direction towards us. At 10, 45 A. M. we 
tacked ship to the northward and westward and stood for 
the sail standing towards us, and at 11 A. M tacked to the 
southward and eastward, hauled up the mainsail and took 
in the royals. At 11,30, made the private signal for the 
day, which was not answered, and then set the mainsail and 
iroyals to draw the strange sail off from the neutral coast, 
and separate her from the sail in company. 
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* Wednesday f Dec. 80; 
' la lat 13, 0, S. long. 38 W. ten leagues from the coast 
ofBmzily conjine>ices with clear weatber and moderate 
breezes from £• N. £• hoisted our ensign and pendant. At 
15 minutes past meridian, the ship hoisted her colors — an 
English ensign, having a signal flying at her main. 

* At 1,26, P. Vl. bemg sutficiently from the land, and 
finding the ship to he an £.ngl;sh frigate, took in the main* 
sail and royals, tacked ship and stood for the ei^emy. Al^ 
1,30, P. M. the enemy bore down with an intention of rak- 
ing us, which we avoided by wearing. At 2 P. M. the en- 
emy being within Haifa mile of us, and to windward, and 
having hauled down his colors except the union jack at the 
mizenmast head, induced me to give orders to the officers 
of the 3d division to fire a gun ahead of the enemy, to 
make him show his colors, which being done, brought on a 
fire from us of the whole broadside, on which the enemv 
hoisted his colors, and immediately returned our fire. Ar 
general action with round and grape then commenced ; 
the enemy keeping at a much greater distance than I wisbv 
ed ; but could not bring him to a closer action, without ex- 
|)osiiig ourselves to several rakes. Considerable mancevers 
were made by both vessels to rake and avoid being rak- 
ed. The following minutes were taken during the action : 

< At 2, 10, P. M. commenced the action within good 
grape and cannister distance, the enemy to windward^ but 
much farther than I wished. 

' At 2,30, onr wheel was shot entirely away. 

* At 2, 40, determined to close with the enemy not^ith*^ 
standing his making. !Set the lore and mainsail, and lufied 
up close to him. 

* At 2, 50^ the eneqiy's jib-boom got foul of our mizen 

' At 3, the head of lue eueiny's bowsprit and jib-boom 
shot away by us. 

< At 3, 5< shot away his fore-mast by the board. 

<At 3, 15, shot away his main-top- mast just above tba 
cap. 

* At r<. 40, shot away the gaff and spanker boom. 

* / oo, shot away bis UHZcn-Uiast nearly by the board, 
* J i 5,h.iviiig si.enced the fire of theeneniy coinpletelyp 

an \ \ij colors in the main rigging being down, supposed 
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be had struck ; then hauled down the courses to shoot 
ahead to repair our rigging, which was extremely cut j 
leaving the enemy a complete wreck ; soon after discov- 
ered that the enemy's flag was still flymg. Hove too to re- 
pair some of our damage. 

^ At 20 minutes past 4, the enemy's mainmast went 
nearly by the board. 

* At 50 minutes past 4, wore ship and stood for the en- 
emy. 

* At 25 minutes past 5, got close to the enemy, in a very 
efifectual raking position, thwart his bows, and was at the 
instance of raking him, when he most prudently struck his 
flag: for had hesuftered the broadside to have raked hmi, 
his additional loss must have been extremely great — as lie 
laid an unmanageable wreck upon the water. . Alter the 
enemy had struck, wore ship and reefed the topsails — thea 
hoisted out one of the only two remaining boats we bad 
left out of eight, and sent Lieut. Parker, Istof the Consti- 
tution, to lake possession of the enemy, which proved to be 
bis Britannic majesty's frigate Java, rated 38, but carried 
49 guns, and manned with upwards of 400 men, command- 
ed by Capt. Lambert, a very distinguished officer, who 
was mortally wounded. The action continued from com- 
mencement to the end of the fire, one hour and 55 minutes. 
The Java had her own complement of men complete, and 
upwards of one hundred supernumeraries, going to British 
ships of war to the East Indies — also several officers, { as- 
sengers, going out on promotion. The force of the enemy 
in number of men at the commencement of the action was 
no doubt considerably greater than we have been able to 
ascertain, which is upwards of 400 men. The officers were 
extremely cautious in disovering the numbeii By her 
quarter bill ; she had one more man stationed to each gun 
than we had. 

' The Constitution was very much cut in her sails, and 
rigging, and many of her spars injured. 

* At 7, P. M. the boat returned with Lent. Chads the 
first Lieut, of the enemy *s frigate, ar.d Lieut. Gen. Hislop^ 
(appointed Governor of Bombay) Maj. Walker, and Capt. 
Wood. 

* Capt. Lambert was too dangerously wounded to be re- 
moved immediatdv. The cutter petttrned on board th^ 

24 
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j>rize forllic prisoners, and brought Capt. Mai^shall, master 
and commandant in the British navy, who was a passenger 
oil board, also, several other naval officers. 

' The Java was an important ship, fitted out in the com* 
pletest manner, to carry Lieut. Gen. Hislop and staff to 
Bombay. 

Letter ahove allurled to^from an officer of the Java. 
Covstitutiony St, Salvador , BrazilSyJan. 1, 1813. 

My dear sir — I am sorry to inform you of the unpleas- 
ant news of Mr. Gascoine's death. Mr. Gascoine and my* 
self were shipmates in the Marlborough, and first came to 
sea together. He was shot early in the action by a round 
shot in his right thigh, and died in a few minutes afterwards. 
Four others of his messmates shared the same fate, together 
with 60 men killed and 170 wounded. The official ac- 
count you will no do!ibt have read before this reaches you. 
I beg you will let all bis friends and relations know of his 
untimely fate. 

We were on board the Java for a passage to India 
when we fell in with this frigate. — Two parcels I have 
Hvui you under tjood care, and 1 hoj>e this will reach you 
safely. Yours truly, 

H. p. CORNECK- 
JAeut. P. V. Wood J 22dreg. Isle of France. 

LAWRENCE'S VICTORY. 

Capt. Lawrence to the Secretary oj the Aavjf. 
U. S. S. Hornet, Holmes' Hole, March 19, 1813. 
SIR — I have the honor to inform you of the arrival at 
this port, of the U. S. ship Hornet, under my command, 
from a cruise of 145 days, and to state to you, that after 
Com. Bainbridge left the coast of Bra^/ils, (on the 6th of 
January last) the Hornet continued off the harbor of St. 
Salvador, blockading the Bonne Citoyenne, of 21 guns, 
until the 24th, wl>en the Montagu, 71, hove in sight and 
chased me into the harbor; but night coming on I wore 
and stood to the southward. Knowing that she had left 
Rio Janeiro for ihe express purpose of relieving the Bonne 
Citoyenne, and the Packet, of 14 guns (which I had also 
blockaded for fourteen days, and obliged her to send her 
mail to Rio, in a Portuguese smack) I judged it most pru- 
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denlto change our cruising ground, and stood to the east* 
ward, with the view of cruising oft' Pernarnbuco — and on 
the 4th day of February, caj)tured the English brig Res- 
olution, from Rio Janeiro, bound to Moranham, with cof- 
fee, jerked beef, flour, fustic, and butter, and about 25,000 
dollars in specie. As the brig sailed dull, and could ill 
spare hands to man her, I took out the money and set her 
on fire. I then run down the coast for Moranham, and 
cruised tliere a short time ; from thence ran off Surrinam. 
After ciiiising off that coast from the 5th to the 22d of Feb- 
ruary, without meeting a vessel, I stood for Demarara, with 
an intention should I not be fortunate on that station, to 
run through the West Indies, on ray way to the U. States. 
But on the morning of the 24th, I discovered a brig to lee- 
ward, to which I gave chase ; ran into quarter less four, 
and not having a pilot, was obliged to haul off — the fort at 
the entrance of Demarara river at this time bearing S. W. 
<listance about 2 1-2 leagues. Previously to giving up the 
chase, I discovered a vessel at anchor without the bar with 
English colors flying, appaiently a brig of war. In beat- 
ing round Corrobano bank, in order to get at her, at half 
past 3, P. M. I discovered another sail on my weather 
quarter, edging down for us. At 4,20, she hoisted Eng- 
lish colors, at which time we discovered her to be a large 
man of war brig — beat to quarters, and cleared ship for 
action — kept close by the wind, in order if possible to get 
the weatlier guage. At 5, 10, finding I could weather tlu^ 
enemy, 1 hoisted American colors, and tacked. At 5, 20, 
in passing each other, exchanged broadsides within half 
pistol shot. Observing the enemy in the act of wearing, 
1 bore up, received his starboard broadside, ran him close 
on board on the starboard quarter, and kept up such a heavy 
and well directed fire, that in less than 15 minutes he sur- 
rendered, being literally cut to pieces, and hoisted an 
ensign, unioo down, from his fore rigging, as a signal of 
distress. Shortly after his mainmast went by the board. 
Decpatched Lieut. Shubrick on board, who soon returned 
•with her first Lieut, who reported her to be his Britannic 
majesty's late brig Peacock, commanded by Capt. Wil- 
liam Peake, who fell in the latter part of the action — that 
a number of her crew were killed and wounded, and I hat 
she was sinking fast, having then six feet of water im her 
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hold. Despatched the boats imn.ediately for the wound- 
ed, and brought both vessels to anclior. Such shot holes 
as could be got at, were theu plugged; her guns thrown 
overboard, and every possible exertioli used to keep her 
afloat, until the prisoners could be removed, "by pumping 
a:sd baihng, but without effect; and she unfortunately sunk 
in five and a half falhonis water, carrying down 13 of her 
creWt and three of my brave fellows. Lieut. Conner, mid- 
shipman Cooper, and the remainder of the Hornet's crew, 
employed in removing the prisoners, with difficulty saved 
themselves by jumping in a boat that was lying on her 
bows as she went down. Four men, of the 13 mentioned, 
were so fortunate as to gain the fore-top, and were after- 
warils taken oflFby the boats. Previoits to her going down, 
four of her men took to her stern boat, which had been 
much damaged during the action, who, I hOi)e, reached 
the sl^.ore in safety ; but from the heavy sea running at the 
time, the shattered state of the boat, and the difficulty of 
laudi.g Oil the coast, 1 much fear they were lost. I have 
not b*»en able to ascertain from her officers the exact num- 
ber kiiied. Capt. Peake and four men were found dead 
Oi. board. The master, one midshipman, carpenter, and 
Ca iaui's clerk, and 29 seamen were wounded, most of 
th<^m very severely, three of whom died of their wounds 
aferbenig removed, and 9 drowned. Our loss wastri- 
fl n^ ui comparison, being only 2 killed and 3 wounded. 
Oin- rigging and sails were very much cut; one shot 
through he foremast, and the bowsprit slightly injured. 
O* hidi received little or no dama»:e. At the time the 
P ..t.i)i k was brought to action, the L'Es[)eigle, (the brig 
n.. utioned above as being at anchor) mounting 16 two and 
thirty pound carronades and two long nines, lay about six 
m»les in shore, and could plainly see the whole of the ac- 
tio i. Apprehensive that she wouhl beat out to the assist- 
ance oi l^er consort, such exertions were made by my offir 
ct-rs and crew in repa.ring damages, &c. that by 9 o'clock 
the boats were slowed, a new set oi sails bent, and the ship 
compUHely read) for action. At 2, A. M. got under way, 
a :d stvoci by the wind to the northward and westward, un- 
der easy sail. 

O:. uiust ring next morning, found we had 277 souls on 
boaru, mciuuing the crew of the American brig Hunter, 
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of Portland, taken a few days before by the Peacock. And, 
as we had been on two thirds allowance of provisions for 
sometime, and had but 3,400 gallons of water on board, 
I reduced the allowance to three pints a man, and deter- 
mined to make the best of my way to the U. States. 

The Peacock was deservedly styled one of the finest ves- 
sels ol her class in the British navy, probably about the ton- 
age of the Hornet. Her beam was greater by five inches ; 
but her extreme ien gth not so great by four feet. She 
mounted 16 twenty four pound carronades, two long nines, 
one twelve pound carroiiade on her top-gallant forecastle, 
as a shifting gun, and one 4 or 6 pounder, and 2 swivels 
mounted aft. I find by her quarter bill that her crew con- 
sisted of 134 men, four of whom were absent in a prize. 
With the greatest respect, &c. 

JAMES LAWRENCE. 

p. S. At the commencement of the action my sailing 
master and seven men were absent in a prize, and Ibieut. 
Stewart, and six men on the sick list. 



CHAPTER VII. 

CAPTURE OF LITTLE YORK. 

Gen. Dearborn to the Secretary of War. 
H. Q. York, Upper Canada, April 28, 1813. 

SIR — After a detention of some days by adverse wnids, 
we arrived at this place yesterday morning, and at 8 o'clock 
commenced landing the troops about 3 miles westward 
from the town, and one and a half from the enemv's works. 
The wind was high and in an unfavorable direction for the 
boats, which prevented the landing of the troops at a clear 
field, the scite of the ancient French fort Tarento. II pre- 
sented also many of the armed vessels from taking posi- 
tions, which would have most efibctually covered our land- 
ing — but every thing that could be done was efl^ected. 

The riflemen under Major Forsyth first landed, under a 
heavy fire from Indians and other troops. Gen. Sheaffc 
commanded in person. He had collected his whole force 
in tne woods near the point where the wind compelled our 
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troops to land. His force consisted of 700 reg'ulars and 
militiay and 100 Indians. Major Forsyth was sujiported as 
promptly as possible ; but the contest was sharp at;d severe 
for nearly half an honr, and the enemy were re[)nlsed by a 
number far inferior to theirs. As soon as Gen. Pike land- 
ed with 7 or 800 men, and the remainder of the troops 
were pushing for the shore, the enemy retreated to their 
works. Our troops were now formed on the ground ori- 
ginally intended for their landintr, advanced through a 
thick wood, and after carrying one battery by assaull, were 
moving on in columns towards the main work ; when in 
sixty rods of this, a tremendous explosion took place from a 
magazine previously prepared, and which tlirew out such 
immense quantities of stone as most seriously to injure our 
troops. 1 have not yet been able to collect the returns of 
the killed and wounded ; but our loss will, I fear, exceed 
100; and among these I have to lament the loss of that 
brave and excellent officer Brig. General Pike, who receiv- 
ed a contusion from a large stone, which terminated his 
valuable life within a few hours. His loss will be severely 
felt. 

Previously to this explosion the enemy had retired into 
the town, excepting a party of regulars, to the number of 
40, who did not escape the eflfects of ihe shock, and were 
destroyed. 

General Sheaflfe moved off with the regular troops, and 

left directions with the commanding officer of the militia to 

make the best terms he could. In the mean time all further 

resistance on the part of the enemy ceased, and tlie outlines 

* ^f a capitulation were agreed upon. 

As soon as I learned that Geo. Pike had been wounded, 
I went on shore. To tlie Gen. I had been induced to con- 
iide the immediate attack, from a knowledge that it was 
his wish, and that he would have felt mortified had it not 
been given to him. 

Every movement was under my view. The troops be- 
haved with great firmness, and deservemuch applause, par- 
ticularly those first engaged, and under circumstances 
which would have tried the steadiness of veterans. 

Notwithstanding the enemy*s advantage in position and 
numbers in the commencement of action, their loss was 
greater than ours, especially in officers. It was with great 
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exertion that the small vessels ofllie fleet conld work inta 
the harbor against a gale of wind, but as soon as they got 
into a proper position, a tremendous cannonade opened 
upon the enemy's batteries, and was kept up against them» 
until they were carried or blown up, and had, no doubt^ a 
powerful effect upon the enemy. 

We have not the means of transporting the prisoiiei*s and 
must of course leave them on parole. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

HENRY DEARBQRN- 



Com, Chaunceif to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U. S.Ship 'Madison, off York, April 28, 1813. 

SIR — Aofrecably to your instructions and arrangements 
made with iVIajor-( ien. Dearborn, I took on board of the 
squadron under my command the Gen. and suite, and 
about 1700 troojw, and left Sackett's Harbor on the 25th inst. 
for this place. We arrived here yesterday morning and 
took a position about one mile to the south and westward 
of the enemy's principal fort, and as near the shore as We 
could with safety to the vessels. The place fixed upon by 
the Major Gen. and myself for landing the troops, was the 
scite of the old French fort Tarento. 

The debarkation commenced about 8 o'clock, A. M. 
and was completed about 10. The wind blowing heavy 
from the eastward, the boats fell to leeward of the position 
fixed upon, and were in consequence exposed to a galling 
fire from the enemy, who had tak^^n a position in a thick 
wood ' near where the first troops landed ; however, the 
cool intrepidity of the officers and men overcame every ob- 
stacle. Their attack upon the enemy was so vigorous, that 
he fled in every direction, leaving a great many of his killed 
and wounded upon the field. As soon as the troops were 
landed, I directed the schooners to take a position near the 
forts, in order that the attack on them by the army and na- 
vy might be simullimeous. The schooners were obliged to 
bent up to their position, which they did in a very handsome 
order, under a very heavy fire from the enemy's batteries, 
and took a position within about 600 yards of their princi- 
pal fort, and opened a heavy cainionade upon tho enemy 
which did great execution, and very much contributed to 
their final deistruction. The troops, as soon as lanikd. 
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were formed under the immediate orders of Brisf, General 
Pike, who led in a most gallant manner the attack upon the 
forts, and after having carried two redoubts in their ap- 

i)roach to the principal work, (the enemy having previous- 
y laid a train) blew up his magazine, which in its effects 
uponX>ur troops was dreadful, having killed and wounded 
a great many, and amongst the former, the ever to be la- 
mented Brig. General Pike, who fell at the bead of his 
column by a contusion received by a heavy stone from the 
magazine. His death at this time is much to be regretted, 
as he had the [>erfcct confidence of the Major-General ; and 
Ills known activity, zeal, and experience, makes his loss a 
national one. 

In consequence of the fall of Gen. Pike, the command of 
the troops devolved for a time upon Col. Pierce, who hooa 
after took possession of th6 town. At about 2, P. M. the 
American flag was substituted for the British, auu at about 
four, our troops were in quiet possession of the town. As 
soon as Gen. Dearborn learnt the situation of Gen. Pike, 
he landed and assumed the command. I have the honor 
of enclosing acojiy of the capitulation which was entered 
into, and approved by Gen. Dearborn and myself. 

The enemy set fire to some of his principal stores, con- 
taining large quantities of naval and military stores, as well 
as a large ship upon the stocks nearly finished — the only 
vessel found here is the Duke of Gloucester, undergonig 
repairs — the prince regent left here on the 24th for Kings-, 
ton. We have not yet had a return made of the naval and 
military stores, consequently can form no correct idea of tlie 
quantity, but have made arrangements to have all taken 
on board that we can receive — the rest will be destroyed. 

I have to regret the death of midshipmen Thompsou and 
Ratfield, and several seamen killed — the exact number 1 
do not know, as Uie returns from the difi'crent vessels have 
not yet been received. 

I have the honor to be, &<». 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

TERMS OF CAPITULATION, 

Entered into on ihe 27tli of April, 181o, for the surrender 
of the town of York, in llpper Canada, to the army and 
navy of the United States, under the command of Major- 
Gen. Dearborn and Commodore Chauncey. 
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That the troops^ rejyrular and militia, at this post, and the 
naval oflicers and seamen, shall be surrendered prisoners 
of war The troops, regular and militia, are to ground 
their arms iinmodiately on parole, and the naval officers 
and seamen be immediately surrendered. 

Thai all public stores, naval and military shall beimme'> 
dialely given up to the commanding officers of the army 
and navy of ihe U* States. — ^IMiai all private properly 
shah btj guaranteed lo the citizens of the town of i urk. 

Tiiat all papers belonging to the civil officers shall be re- 
tallied by them — that such surgeons as may be procured to 
attend the wounded of the British regulars and Canadian 
miiitia shall not be considered prisoners of war. 

That I Lieut. Col. 1 Major, J3 Capts,9 Lieuts. 11 En- 
signs, 1 Q^uarter-master, 1 deputy Adjutant-General, 19 
Serjeants^ 4 corporals, and 204 rank and tile, of the militia* 
Of the field train department 1, of the provincial navy 21, 
of his majesty's troops 2, and of the royal artillery 1 bom- 
bardier and 3 gunriers, shall be surrendered as prisoners of 
war, and accounted for in the exchange of prisoners be- 
tween the LT. States and G Britain. 
G. S. MITCHELL, Lt, Col. 3d A. U. S. 
SAMUEL S. CONNER, Maj. and AD. C. to 

Maj. Gen. De.irborn. 
WILLIAM KING, Maj. U. S. Infantry. 
JESSE D. ELLIOT, Lieut. U. S. Navy. 
W. CHEW ITT, Lt. Co:, com. 3d Reg Y. militia. 
W. ALLAN, Maj. 3d Reg. York militia. 
F. GAORREAU, Lieut. M. Dpt. 

Gen. Dearborn to the Secretary of War, 

Niagara, May 3, 1813. 
[Exlract.] York was one immense maj^azine, which su|v 
plied Niagara, Detroit, and fort George. The troops 
were hatted a few moments to bnng up the heavy artillery 
to play on the block house, when Gen. Sheaffe despairing of 
holding the town, ordered iire to be put to the principal 
aiagaznie, in which was deposited 500 barrels of powder 
and an immense quantity of shells and shot. The explo- 
sion was tremendous, and raked our column from front to 
rear with such eifect that it kdled 52, and wounded 180 of 
our men, among the latter was brig. Gen. Pike, who died 

8St 
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of his wounds shortly after. Notwithstanding this calami- 
ty, and the discomfiture that mijjht be expected to follow it, 
(he trttopsgave three cheers, inslanUy formed^ cLud marched 
on for the town. Notwithstanding the immense amount 
destroyed by them, we found more public property than 
our vessels could bring away. Gen. Sheaffe's baggage and 
papers fell into my hands ; they area valuable acquisition. 
A BCALP was found in the Executi\e and Legislative 
Council Chami-er, suspended near the Sj)eaker's chair. A 
statement of our loss, as well as that of the enemy is sub- 
jomed. 

AMERICAN J.OSS. 

Killed in battle 14 — do. by the explosion 52. 
Wounded in battle 23 — do. by the explosion 180. 

BRITISH L.6hS. 

Killed in battle 75 — do. by tlieu* explosion 40. 
Wounded in bailie 62 — do. by tieir explosion 23. 
Prisoners, militia 700 — do. regulars 50. 



Gen. Winchester to the Secretary of War. 
Fort George^ Upper Canada^ Feb. 11, 1813. 

SIR — On the 23d ultimo, I had the honor of communi- 
cating to your excellency the residt of the action at French- 
town on die river Raisin, of the preceding day. I have 
ittiow in my power to transmit to you a more detailed ac- 
count of that transaction, together with a more minute 
statement of our loss. A list of the killed, and wounded, 
and missing, is herewith enclosed. The attack upon our 
camp was commenced about 6 o'clock in the morning, by 
a heavy fire of small arms together with the discharge of 6 
pieces of artillery, directed immediately at our lines, and 
the houses and temporary breast- work, from behind which a 
portion of our troops were engaged with the enemy. Ear- 
ly in the action a charge was made by the assailants ; but 
the fire from ourltRes was so intense that they were quicklj' 
compelled to retire* 

In this charge the 4 1st regiment of British regulars prin- 
cipally suffered, their loss during ihe charge and in the 
subsequciit engagement, being very considerable. Out of 
three hundred of these troops about 30 fell dead upon the 
field, and 90 or 100 wounded were removed from the 
irround. 
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It is impossible to stale ^ilh any dejjree of accuracy 
the number of Canadian militia and Indians which were 
killed or wounded during the engaijement ; it could, how- 
tiver, not have been small, having received for ihree or four 
hours the constant fire of the inuskelry and riflemen, from 
the breast- work under which they were formed. The ac- 
tion had endured about a quarter of an hour, when the right 
division of our troops, wlio were less secured by a breast- 
work, and exposed to a heavy tire from a body of Indians 
and militia, who had possessed themselves of some out- 
houses within their reach, were obliged to retreat from their 
lines in the encampment, for the purpose of occupying 
ground less exposed. This retreat being discovered by 
the enemy, the whole Indian force, together with a portion 
of the militia, bore down upon them with redoubled vio- 
lence, and prevented, by their superiority of numbers and 
the severity of their fire, the practicability of ever again 
forming this portion of our troops in order of battle. It 
was from this division that our principal loss was sustained, 
few indeed having escaped. Every effort in vain was era- 
ployed to form them in some order of action, as affording 
the only means of either repelling the pursuers, or regain- 
ing the temporary breast-work from behind which the re-^ 
raaining part of our troops still gallantly defended them- 
selves; but every exertion was in vain employed, and the 
very few who survived of the party surrendered as prison- 
ers to the enemy. 

Our loss in this action will be ascertained by the list 
herewith enclosed. Among tJie killed, [ have to lament 
several brave and valuable officers, some of whom had 
distinguished themselves in the action of the evening of the 
18th, and fell on the 22d, while unavailingly engaged m 
rallying the troops, Avho relreated in disorder frooi the lines. 
Among those, the loss of Col. John Allen, and Major E. 
M'Crannahan, is to be particularly regretted, as al«o Cupt. 
John H. Woolfolk, one of my aids-de-camp ; their exer- 
tions were unsuccessful, notwithstanding every possible 
exertion was employed ; they bravely fell in discharge of 
their respective duties. While I regret the fate of those 
who bravely fell upon this occasion, I should do injustice * 
to pass over, without notice, the few [lartakers in their dan- 
ger, who were fortuqate to survive them. To Lieut. Go!. 
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William Lewis, who commnnded on the 18th, and to Gapt, 
John Overton, my aid«-de-camp, who attended my person 
on the field, my thanks are particularly due, for their 
prompt and willing exertion, during' every period of the 
conflict. To the officers and soldiers who bravely main* 
tained their ground in the temporary fortifications, ioo 
much praise cannot be bestowed. Assailed by numbers, 
greatly superior, supported by six pieces of artillery, Ihey 
gallantly defended themselves with Iheir small arms alone^ 
ior near four hours of constant battle. No troops ever be- 
haved with more cool and determined bravery ; from the 
commanding officer down to the private soldier, there was 
scarce a single abandonment of duty ; and at the last when 
their ammunition was nearly exhausted, and surrounded 
by the eneipy, greatly superior in number and the means of 
'war, surrendered with a reluctance rarely to be found upon 
similar occasions. The officers commanding in the breast- 
work defended themselves to the last, with great gallantry, 
and merit my warmest gratitude, as well as the highest 
praise of their country. 

With sentiments of respect, &c. 

J. WINCHESTER. 

^ AMERICAN I.OSS. 

Killed, wounded, and missing SOS- 
BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 150— wounded 158, 



MASSACRE OF GKff. WINCHESTER'S ARMV. 

\Th6folUnv\ng JSan-aHve of ike massaci'e at trmchlown^ 

after Gen. fVincliester a dejeat^ was drawn up by Lieut. 

JBaher of the 2d regt. V. H. Infantry >] 

So much has been said about the Indian massacres at 
Frenchtown and its neighborhoods that somethmg circum- 
stantial from one who had art opportunity of acquiring ui- 
formation on the subject may not be unacceptable to the 
public. I therefore submit the following narrative. 

On the morning of the 22d of January, J was captured 
by the It.dians about 9 o'clock, with anoiher officer and about 
forty men. CiOsely piirsued by an overwhelming force of 
Indians, we were endeavoring to effect our escape, and 
bad attained the distance of about three miles from French- 
towo, when an oiSer of quarter w^s made us by an Indian 
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chief. Many Indian cliiefs onliorseback being in our rear, 
ioniahawking the liindniosty aitd withal the men being 
much wearied with running througli the deep snow, we 
43onchided it bast to accept the chiefs proposition. Ac- 
cordingly we assembled around him, and gave up the few 
remuinmg arms that were still retained in the flight. In a 
few minutes the Indians on foot came up, and notwithstand- 
ing the chief appeared solicitous to save, massacred about 
half our number. I was led back towards the river along 
the road we had recreated in. The dead bodies of my fel- 
low comrades, scalped, tomahawked, and stripped, pre- 
sented a most horrid spectacle to my view. 1 was at length 
taken to a fire near Col. Proctor, where I remained till our 
army capitulated, and marched by me towards Midden. 
Major Madison,^ as he was marching past, demanded me 
of the British officer commanding the guard, as an Amer- 
ican officer ; but the noble Briton replied with a sneer, 
^ You have too many officers,' and ordered the column to 
advance which had made a partial halt. I was taken to 
Sandy creek, about three miles off, on Hull's road, and 
there kept during the night with about 20 other prisoners, 
^ext morning my master left me in charge of the old In- 
dian, and with the exception of 20 or 30, all the Indians iif 
the camp went back towards the river Kaisin. They re- 
turned about 2 o'clock, P. M. bringing a number of fresh 
scalps and about 30 prisoners, many of whom were wound- 
ed, though with a single exception, none dangerously. I 
Avas told by the prisoners that the Indians had that morning 
returned to the village, and massacred Capt. Hickman and 
a great many others, and that tbey^Avere fearful that Maj. 
Graves and Capt. Hart were of the number; that some of 
the wounded had been scalped alive and burned in the 
houses. I had scarcely been told these things, when a vol- 
unteer who was standing by my side, was knocked dowu, 

* JJ^er the surrender of our troops to the British, at the river Raisin, Uie 
htdianSy in violcUuni qft/ie articles of capitulation, crowded among them, 
and Tvo'e plundering their property'^wheh the heroic Madison desired Col. 
proctor to keep them ojS^;^^' the Indians are fierce, and unnumageable, (said 
jprector) it chnnot be Oone* Madison cooly replied, ''H you cannot dis- 
perse ihein, I will.' — //te nfien rcere ordered to shoulder their arms, and 
trocior fearing that •charge bayonet' n'ould follow y?oaved his sword, and 
the Indians imiantlif withdrew. 
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scalped, and afterwards tomahawked. Three olbers w ere 
successively treated in the same manner. 

Seven days afterwards, I was sold in Detroit to some 
American gentlemen, and the next day sent over lu Sand- 
^vich, where I remained nearly three weeks. In this time 
I had an opportunity of making enquiry about ilie massa- 
cres, and found that (H) had been massacred subsequent to 
the day of battle, and two officers the day on which the bat- 
tle was fought, after they had- surrendered. Ot the ti\>i 
wei-e Capt. N. G. S. Hart of Lexing.on, Capt. Paschal 
Hickman of Franklin, John H. Woo! folk, Esq. the Gen- 
eraPs Secretary ; and of the latter Ca|>t. V irg.l iVFCrackeu 
of Woodford, and Eiisign Levi Wells, son of Col. Wells 
of the U. S. Infantry. Judge Woodward has ascer- 
tained several instances of great barbarity exercised 
on our prisonerst which will appear as soon as that truly 
philantropic and patriotic gentleman return^ to his own 
country. — Massacres were not only committed onthe22d 
and 23d, but also on the 24th, 2oth, and 26th, and even 
three weeks afterwards fresh scalps were brought into 
Maiden. 

Should this relation be doubted, many living witnesses 
of high standing for probity, may be found to attest tliem. 

ILxpcdilion against the Indians. — Major Gen. Samuel 
Hopkins, on the Uth of Nov. 1812, marched with 1000 
men under his command, from fort Harrison, on an expe- 
dition to the Prophet's town, for the purpose of destroying 
their viHage, provisions, &c. On the morning of the i9th, 
a detachraent of 300 men destroyed a town, and a great 
quantity of corn, belonging to the Winebago tribe, lying 
on the Po ice Passu creek, one mile from the Wabash, and 
four from the Prophet's town. On the 2(>th, 21st, and 22d, 
they destroyed the Prophet's town and a Kickapoo villHge, 
on the opposite side of the river, coiisisting of upwards of 
200 houses, a considerable quantity of corn, 5cc. 

On the 21st a large body of Indians were discovered 
above seven miles from the town, by a small parly, who the 
Indians tired on, and killed one man ; the next day Lieut. 
Cols. Miller, and Wilcox, anxious to bury their comrade, 
as well as gain a more complete knowledge of their situa- 
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lion and strength, set ont with party of horsemen, consist- 
ing" of about sixty; the Indians had placed themselves 
in a stroiiij' place, on a ridge of land, running between 
two large and ra[)id creeks, which cbuld not be ascended 
only by a steep ravine — our party returned, after a smart 
skirmish, in which we lost, in killed, wounded, and missing, 
18 men. On the 24th, the main body of ihe army started 
for the purpose of destroy in g the enemy in their strong hold ; 
but when arrived at the spot they found they had fled, 
previous to the storm of snow, which fell very deep, on the 
23d which prevented any further pursuit. 

Briff. Geii. Smyth, in November, 1812, issued several 
addresses to the inhabitants on the frontiers, for the purpose 
of raising volunteers to cross into Canada, opposite Niagara. 
Including the regular army under his command, and the 
volunteers that repaired to his camp, he had, on the 27th 
Nov. 4000 men. Two parties were sent across the river to 
destroy a bridge below fort Erie, and capture and spike 
the cannon in the batteries, and some pieces of light artillery. 
After accomplishing their object, the parties separated b^ 
misapprehension ; Lieut Angus, the seamen, and a part of 
the troops returned with all the boats, while Capts. King, 
Morgan, Sproul, and Houston, wilh about 60 men, remain- 
ed. The party thus reduced, took and rendered unservice- 
able two of the enemy's batteries, captured 34 prisoners, 
and 2 boats, in which Capt. King sent his prisoners, his 
own oflicers, and half of his men across, remaining himself 
with 30 men, refusina- to abandon them. 

On the 30lh Nov. Gen. Smyth again attempted to cross, 
with 3000 men, but by some misunderstanding only a few 
would. Or could be made to embark. The killed in both 
these attempts amounted to iibont 20 — the wounded SO-— 
and prisoners 31. The enemy lost 10 killed — 17 wounded, 
and 34 prisoners, besides an Indian chief. 

Capt Forsythf commandant at Ogdensburg, crossed 
over to Ehzabethtovvn on the 7th of Feb. 1813, with about 
200 volunteers from the militia and citizens, where they 
surprised the guard, took 42 prisoners, with 1 Maj.3 Capts. 
'2Lieuts. and 120 muskets, 20 rifles, two casks of fixed 
ammunition, and considerable other public property, whicb 
was effected without the loss of a man.. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Gen. Harriwn to the Secretary of War* 

Lorver Sandusky J May 13, 1819. 
\lLxtvact'\ SIR — Having ascertained that the enemy 
(Indians as well as British) bad entirely abandoned the 
neighborhood of the Rapidsy I left the command of camp 
Meigs with Gen. Clay and came here last night It is wttb 
the greatest satisfaction, I inform yon, sir, that I have every 
reason to believe, that the loss of the Kentucky troops ia 
killed on the north side of the river does not exceed fifty. 
On the 10th and 11th inst. I caused the ground which was 
the scene of action, and its environs, to be carefully exam-^ 
ined, and after the most diligent search 45 bodies only of 
our men, were discovered — among them was the leader of 
the detachment. Col. Dudley. No other officer of t:ote fell 
in the action. Gen. Proctor did not furnish me with a re- 
turn of the prisoners in his possesion, although repeatedly 
promised. His retreat was as precipitate as it couid pro* 
perly be, leaving a number ot cannon bail, a new elegant 
sling-carriage for cannon, and other valuable articles. The 
niglit before his departure two persons that were employ- 
ed in the British gun-boats (Americans by birth) deserted 
to us. The information they gave me was very interesting ; 
they say that Ihq Indians, of which there were from 1600 to 
2000, left the British the day before their departure in a 
high state of dissatisfaction, from the great loss which ibey 
had sustained in the several engagements of the 5lh, and 
the failure of the British in accomplishing their promise of 
taking the post at the Rapids. From the account given by 
these men,m} opinion is conifiimed of the great superiority 
of the enemy which were deieated by our troops in the twa 
sallies made on the 5lh inst. That led by Col. Miller did 
not exceed 350 men, and it is very certain that they defeat- 
ed 200 British regulars, 150 militia, and 4 or 500 Indians. 
That American regulars (although they were raw recruits^ 
and such men as compose the Pittsburg, Penn. and Peters- 
burg, Va. volunteers, should behave well, is not to be won- 
dered at — but that a company of militia should maintain its 
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ground against four times its numbers, as did Capt. Sebres, 
of the Kentucky, is truly astonishing. These brave fellows 
were at length however entirely surrounded by Indians, and 
would have been entirely cut oif, but for the gallantry of 
JLieut. Gwynne of the 19th regiment, who, with part of 
Capt, Elliott's company, charged the enemy and released 
the Kentuckians. 

A copy of Gen. Clay's report to me of the manner of his 
teecuting my order for the attack on the enemies battenes, 
is likewise forwarded, by which it will be seen that my in- 
tention was perfectly understood, and the great facility 
with which it might have been executed is apparent to ev- 
ery individual who witnessed the scene. Indeed, the can- 
non might have been spiked, the carriages cut to pieces, 
the magazine destroyed, and the retreat eflFecled to the 
boats without the loss of a man, as none were killed in ta- 
king the batteries, so complete was the surprize. 

An extensive open plain intervenes between the river 
and the hill upon which the batteries of the enemy were 
placed ; this plain was raked by four of our eighteen poun- 
ders, a twelve and a six. The enemy, even before their 
guns were spiked, could not have brought one to bear on 
it. So perfectly secured was their retreat, that 150 men 
who came off, effected it withont loss, and brought oiBPsome 
of the wounded, one of them upon the backs of their com- 
rades. The Indians followed them to the woods, but da* 
red not enter into the plain. 

1 am unable to form a correct estimate of the enemy's 
force. The prisoners varied much in their accounts ; those 
who made them least, stated the regulars at 550, and mili- 
tia at 800; but the numbers of Indians were beyond com- 
parison greater than have ever been brought into the field 
before ; numbers arrived after the siege commenced, and 
they were nideed the efficient force of the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. H. HARRISON, 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 81— Wounded 189. 

British loss not known , 

2« 
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The foUotving conversation took place between Maj. Cham^ 

bets and Gen. Harrison^ on a demand for tlie surrender 

of fort Mei^s. 

Maj, Chambers — Gen. Proctor ha» directed me to de- 
mand the surrender of this post. He wishes to spare the 
efiUsion of blood. 

Gen. Harrison — The demand, under present circum- 
stances, is a most extraordinary one. As Gen. Proctor did 
not send me a summons to surrender on his first arrival, I 
bad. supposed that he believed me deteimined to do my 
duty. ,His present message indicates an opinion of nie 
that I am at a loss to account for. 

. Maj. Chambers — Gen. Proctor could never think of say- 
ing any thing to wound your feelings, sir. — The character 
of Gen. Harrison, as an officer, is well known. V en. Proc- 
tor's force is very respectable, and there is with him a larger 
body of Indians that have ever before been embodied. 

Gen. Harrison — 1 believe I have a very correct idea of 
'ijen* Proctor s force^ it is not such as to create the least ap- 
prehension, for the result of the contest, whatever shape he 
may be pleased hereafter to give to it. Assure the Gen. 
however, that he will never have this post surrendered to 
iiim upon any terms. Should it fall into his hands, it will 
be in a manner calculate<l to do him more honor^ and to 
give him larger claims U[>on the gratitude of his government 
than any capiiulatioo could possibly do. 

CAPTURE OF FORT GEORGE. 

Gen. Dearborn to ike Secretary of War. 

H. Q. Fort George ((/. C\) May 21, 1813. 
[Extract.] SIR — The light troops under the command 
of Col. Scott and Major Forsyth, landed this morning at 
9 o'clock. Major Gen. Lewis's division, with Col. Porter*8 
command of light artillery, supported by them. Geo. 
Boyd's brigade landed immediately after the light troops, 
and Gens. Winder aad Chandler in quick succession. The 
landing was warmly and obstinately disputed by the Bri- 
tish forces ; but the coolness and intrepidity o( our troops 
soon compelled them to give way in every direction. Gen. 
Chandler, with the reserve, composed of his brigade and 
Col. Macomb's artillery covered the whole. Commodore 
Chauncey had made the most judicious arrangements for 
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«ilencingtbe enemy's batteries, near the point of landing. 
The army i.s anUer the vrr^atest obligations to that able na- 
val commtmder for his co-oj>eration in ad its important 
inovem^ntSy and especially in its operations this day. Our 
batteries succeeded in renderingr Fort George untenable, 
^nd when the enemy had i)een beaten from his positions, 
and found it necessary to re-enter it, after firing a few guns 
and setting fire to the magazines, which soon exploded, he 
moved off i*apidly by different routes. Onr light troops 
pursued them several miles. The troops having been nn- 
der arms from one o'clock, in the morning, were too nmeh 
exhausted for any further pursuit. We are now in posses* 
4iun of Fort George and its immediate dependencies — to- 
morrow we proceed further on. The behaviour of our 
troops, botb officers and men, entitles them to the highest 
praise ; and the difference in our loss with that of the ene- 
my, when we consider the advantages bis positions afforded 
bim, is astonishing. — Col. Meyers of the 40th, was wound- 
^ and taken prisoner. Of ours, only one comipissionecl^ 
officer was killed — Lieut. Uobart of the light artillery. 
I have the honor to be, &£. 

H. DEARBORN. 



Gm* Dearborn to the Secretary of W(n\ 

H. Q. FortGeo^^ffe, May, 20, 1813. 
"^ [£[rfna<tf.] Lieut. Col. Preston took possession of fort 
Srie and its dependencies last evening ; the post had been 
abandoned and the magazine blown up. 

I have ordered Gen. Lewis to return without delay to 
this place, and if the wmds favor us, we may yet cut off 
the enemy's retreat. 

I was last evening honored with your dispatch of the 
14th inst I have taken measures in relation to the 23 pri- 
soners, who are to be put in close confinement 
I have the honor to be, &€. 

H. DEARBORN. 

AMERICAN I<OSS. 

. Killed 39— wounded 111— total 150. 

BRITISH LOSS^ 

Killed 108— wounded 103— Prisoners 622— total 893. ' 



\. 
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Com. Chauncejf to tlie Secretary of (he Navy. 
U. S. S. ^adisoHf off Niayara^ May^ 28, 1813. 
SIR — Agreeable to arrangements which 1 have already 
had ihe honor of detailing to you, I left hacket's Harbor on 
the 22d inst. with about 3o0 of CoL M'Comb's regiment ou 
board — the winds being light from the westward* Idi<l 
not arrive in the vicinity of Niagara before the 25th; the 
other parts oi* the squadron had arrived several -days before, 
and landed their troops. The Fair American and Pert 
I had ordered to Sucket's Harbor, for the purpose of watch- 
ing the enemy's movements at Kingston. I immediately 
bad an interview with Gen. Dearborn, for the purpoHe of 
making arrangements to attack the enemy as soon as pos- 
sible, and it was agreed between him and myself to make 
the attack the moment that the weather was such as to al- 
low the vessels and boats to approach the shore with safety. 
On the 26th, I reconnoitred the position for landing the 
troops, and at night sounded the shore, and placed buoys to 
fiound out the stations for the small vessels. It was agreed 
between the General and myself to make the attack the 
next morning (as the weather had moderated, and had eve- 
ry appearance of bemg favorable.) I took on board of the 
]V1adis(>n, Oneida, and Lady of the Lake, all the heavy ar- 
tillery, and as many troops as could be stowed. The re- 
mainder were to embark in boats and follow the fleet. At 
S yesterday mormng the signal was made for the fleet to 
v^eigh, and the troops were all embarked on board of the 
boats before fou^, and soon after Gens. Dearborn and 
Lewis came on hoard of the ship with their suites. \t be- 
ing however nearly calm, the schooners were obliged to 
sweep into their positions. Mr. Trant in the Julia, and 
Mr. Mix in the Growler, I directed to take a position in 
the mouth ot ti e river, and silence a battery near the light 
hou^^e, whieh from its position cnmuianded the shore where 
the troops were to land. Mr. Stevens in the Ontario, was 
directed to take a position to the north of the light house, 
8o near the shore as to enfilade the battery and cross the fire 
of the Julia and Growler. Lieut, iirown in the Governor 
Tompkins, I directed tq take a position near Two Mile 
creek, where the enemy had a battery with a heavy gun. 
L«eut. Petti grew in tluCJonqnest, was directed to anchor to 
the southeast of the same battery, so near in as to open on it 
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in the rear^ and cross the fire of the Gov. Tompkins. Lt. 
MTherson ia the Uainilton, Lieut. Smith in the Asp, and 
Mr. Osgood in the Scourge, were directed to anchor close 
to the shore, and cover the landing of the Iroops, and to 
scour the woods and plain wherever the enemy made his 
appearance. All these orders were promptly and gallant- 
ly executed. All the vessels anchored within uiusket shot 
.of the .shore, and in ten minutes after they opened upon the 
batteries, they were com[>letely silenced and abandoned. 

Our troops then advanced in three brigades, the advance 
led by GoL Scott, and landed near the fort, which had 
been silenced by Lieut. Brown. The enemy, who had 
been concealed m a ravine, now advanced in great force to 
the edge of the bank to charge our troops. The schoon- 
ers opened so well directed and tremendous afire of grape 
and canister, that the enemy soon retreated from the bank. 
Our troops forri[ied as soon as they landed, and immediately 
ascended the bank, charged and routed the enemy in every 
direction, the schooners keeping up a conrtant well direct- 
ed fire upon him in his retreat towards the town. Owing 
to the wind's having sprung up very fresh from the east- 
ward, which caused a heavy sea directly on shore, I was 
not enabled to get the boats off to land the troops from the 
Madison and Oneida, before the first and second brigades 
had advanced. Capt. Smith with the marines, landed with 
Col. M'Comb's regiment, and I had prepared 400 seamen, 
which I intended to land with myself, if the enemy had 
made a stand ; but our troops pursued him so rapidly in- 
to the town and fort George, that I fouad there was no 
necessity for more force; moreover, the wind had increas- 
ed so much and hove such a sea on shore, that the situa- 
tion of the fleet had become dangerous and critical. I 
therefore, made a signal for the fleet to weigh, and order- 
ed them into the river, where thev anchored immediately 
after the enemy had abandoned tort George. The town 
and forts were in quiet possession of our troops at 12 
o'clock, and the enemy retired in a direction towards 
Queenstown. 

Capt. Perry joined me from Erie on the evening of the 
2oMi, and very gallantly volunteered his services, and I have 
much pleasure in acknowledging the great assistance 
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M^hich I received from him. We lost bat one killed and 
two wounded, and no injury done to the vessels. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 



Com. Channcej/ to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U. S. Ship Madison, backet's Harbor, June 4, 1813. 
SI K — I have the honor to present to you, by the hands 
of Lieut. Dudley, the British standard taken at York* on 
the 27th of April last, accompanied by the mace^ over which 
kuny a human SCALP. — ^These articles were taken from 
the Parliament bouse by one of my officers, and presented 
to me. The scalp I caused to be presented to Gen. Dear- 
born, who I believe still has it in his possession. I also 
send by the same gentleman, one of the British flags taken 
at fort George on the 27th of May. 
I have the honor to be, &€. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 



Lieut. Chaunceyto Com. Cliauncey. 

Sackett's Harbor, June 18, 1813. 
SIR— According to your orders of the 14Ui inst. I pro-- 
ceeded off Presque Isle in the schooner Lady of the Lake« 
On the morning of the }6lh I fell in with and captured the 
£nglish schooner Lady Murray, from Kingston bound to 
York, loaded with provisions and ammunition. 

Enclosed is a list of one ensign, \o non-commissioned 
<efficers and privates fouud ou board, with 6 men attached 
lo the vessel. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

WOLCOTT CHAUNCEY. 



Battle at forty mik Creeks Upper Canada. 
Gen Vincent having taken his stand at forty mile Creek, 
about 33 miles from fort George, after his defeat at the fort, 
Brig. Gen. Winder was sent in, pursuit of him. On the 4th 
of June, Brig. Gen. Chandler, with anotlier detachment, 
was sent off from fort George to reinforce Gen. W inder, 
and arrived at Head Quarters the ^ith. A deserter from 
the American camp informed Gen. Vincent of the situation 
of the army, and gave him the countersign; in five min- 
utes the whole English army were in motion, and at two 
oxlock on the morning of the 6tb entered oar camp. - The 
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two Generals, Winder and Chandler, in endeavoring to 
form the troops, and the deputy quarter-master Gener^ 
VandeTenter, were surrounded and taken prisoners. Our 
army formed immediately and attacked the enemy at the 
poinl of the bayonet, which soon occasioned a general 
route, the enemy taking off his prisoners, jsiod leaving Col, 
Clarke, sixty prisoners, and 250 killed in our hands. Our 
k)ss was 17 killed, 38 wounded, and 100 missing. 

f ATTACK ON S ACKETT'S HARBOR. 

Gen. Broivn to (he Secretary of War, 

H. Q. Slacken' s Harbor, June 1, 1818. 

SIR — On the 25th ultimo, 1 received a letter from Gen. 
Dearborn, requesting me to repair to this 'post for the pur- 
pose of taking command. Knowing that Lieut. Col. 
Backus, an officer of the first regiment of dragoons, and 
of experience, was here, I hesitated, as I would do no act 
which might wound his feelings. In the nigtrt of the 26th 
I received a note from this officei, by Maj. Swan, deputy 
quarter-master Gen. joining in the request already made 
by Maj. Gen. Dearborn. I could no longer hesitate, and 
accordingly arrived at this [K>st early in the morning of the 
28th. These circumstances will explain how I came to 
be in command upon th's occasion. Knowing welt the 
ground, my arrangements for defeqce, in the event of an 
attack, were soon made. 

1^1 the course of the morning of the 28th, Lieut. Chaun* 
cey, of the navy, came in from the lake, tiring guns of 
alarm. Tiioseof the same character, intended to bring in 
the militia, were fired from, the post. The enemy's tieet 
soon after appeared accompained by a large number of 
boats. Believing that he would land oo^ the peninsula, 
commonly called Horse Island, J determined to meet him 
at the water's edge with such militia as I could collect, and 
the Albany volunteers, under the command of Lieut. CoL 
Mills ; Lieut. Col. Backus, with the regulars, formed a se- 
cond line ; the care of fort Tompkins was committed to 
the regular artillerists and some volunteers, and that of 
JXavy Point to Lieut. .Chauncey of the navy. If driven 
from my position, Lieut. Col. Backus was ordered to ad« 
Vance and meet the head of the enemy *s co!amn^ while 
i:allyini^ my corps. I was to fall on its flaiiks. If unable 
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Jbere to resist the enemy's attack, L'u^ut. Chauncey was in 
that case to destroy the stores. Sec. and retire to the suulh 
shore of the bay, east of Fort Volunteer, while I proceed- 
ed to occupy that tort as our dernier resort. 

In the course of the 27th and during the nights of the 
28th and 29lh ultimo, a considera^ile militia force came in, 
and were ordered to the water side, near Horse Island, oa 
which was Lieut. CA. Mills and his volunteers. Our 
strength at this point was now 500 men — all anxious for 
battle, as far as profession would go. The moment it wa» 
light enough to discover the approach of the enemy, we 
found his ships in line between Horse Island and Stony 
Point, and in a few mijiutes afterwards 33 large boats filled 
with troops, came off to the larger Indian ov Garden Island, 
un^ter cover of the tire of his gun boats. My orders were, 
that the troops should lie close, and reserve their fire tdl 
the enemy had approached so near that every shot might 
hit its object. It is, however, impossible to execute such 
orders with raw troops, unaccustomed to subordination. 
My orders were in this case disobeyed. The whole line 
fired, and not without effect — bat in the moment while I 
was contemplating this, to my utter astonishment, they 
rose from their cover and fled. Col. Mills fell gallantly 
in brave but vain endeavors to stop his men. I was person- 
ally more fortunate. Gathering together about 100 mili- 
tia, under the immediate command of Capt. M'Nittof that 
corps, we threw ourselves on the rear of the enemy's flank, 
and I trust, did some execution. It was during this last 
movement that the i^egulars under Col. Backus, first enga- 
ged the enemy — nor was it long before they defeated him. 

Hurrying to this point of »ctioii, I found the battle still 
raging, but wjt|i obvious advantage on our side. The re- 
sult of this action, so glorious for the officers and soldiers 
of the regular army, has already been communicaLed in my 
letter of the 29th. Had not Gen. Prevost retreated most 
rapidly under the guns of his vessels, he would never have 
returned to Kingston. 

The enemy's force consisted of 1000 picked men, led by 
sir George Prevost in person. Their fleet consisted of the 
new ship Wolf, the Royal George, the Prince Regent. 
£arl of Moira, two armed schooners, and their gun and 
other boal»w 

JACOB BROWN. 



!i4iSTORt Of i^ i^An. 200 

AMERICAN toss. 

Ritled 21 — wbtinded 84 — missing 50. 

BiiiT]^]a Losis. 

Killed 3d — wounded 115— prisoners 36. 

■ 

treii. Lewis ioilie Secrelhry oj War. 

Sackett's Hairbor, July 20, 1813. 

[plTt'ract] SIR — Our fleet has gone out of the inner 
K'lrbrir, aiid appearances are in iavor 6f its going; to sea in 
^4t8 hours at farthest. 

A Jiltle expedition of volunteers Irom the country, to 
lii^hich, by the advice of Com. Chauncey, I lent 40 soldiers, 
iiailed from hence three days since on board of two small 
row boats; with a six |[)6hnder eacb^ 16 the head of the St. 
liawrieince, where ihiey captured a fine gun boat mounting 
a 2^ pounder, 1-4 balteanx loaded with amniunition, 4 offi- 
cers, and 61 men. Two of our schoonei^ went out and 
convoyed them in. 

■I ■ > I !■ I 

Gen. Itarrison to the Secretary of War^ ^ 

II. Q. Seneca y August 5, 1813. 
I have the honor to enclose you Major Croghan's re- 
port of the attack upon fort Stephenson, which has this mo- 
tnent come to hand. With ijreal respect, &c. 

W. H. HARRISON^ 

Major Crofftian to Geri. Harrison, 

Lower Sandusiy^ Aug\9Si 5, 1813. 
Dear Sir — I have the honor to inform you that the com- 
bined force of the enemy, amounting to at least 500 regu- 
lars and seven or eight hundred Indians, under the imme- 
diate command of Gen. Proctor, made its appearance be- 
fore this pla(*e, early on Sunday evening last, and as soon^ 
As the Gen. had made such a disposition of his troops asr 
in^ould cut off my retreat, should I be disposed to make one, 
he sent Col. Elliot, accompanied by Major Chambers, with 
a flag, to demand the surrender of the fort, as he Was anx- 
ious to spare the effusion of blood, which he shonld proba- 
bly not nave in his power to do, should he be reduced to 
the necessity of taking the place by storm. My answer to 
the summons was, that I was determined to defend the 
place to the last extremity, and that no force however 

;27 
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large, should induce me to surrender it. So soon as the 
flag had returned, a brisk fire was opened upon us from the 
gun boats in the river and from a 5 1-2 inch howitzer on 
shore, which was kept up with little intermission throughout 
the night. At an early hour the next morning, three sixes 
(which had been placed during the uighi w.ilhm 250 yards 
of the pickets) began to play upon UiS, but with little effect, 
A bout 4 o'clock P. M. discovering that the fire from all 
his guns were concentrated against the north-western angle 
of the fort, I became confident that his object was to make 
a breach, and attem;^ toslorm the works at that point. I 
therefore, ordered out as many men as could be emt>loyed 
for the purpose of strengthening that part which was so ef^ 
fectually secured by means of bags of flour, sand, &c. that 
the picketing suflered little or no injury; notwithstanding 
which, the enemy about 500, having formed in a close column 
advanced to assault our works at the expected point, at the 
same time making two feints on the front of Capt. Hunter's 
lines. The column which advanced against the north-wes- 
tern angle^ consisting of about 350 men, was so enveloped 
in smoke, as not to be discovered until it had approached 
within IS or 20 paces of the lines, but the men being all at 
their posts and ready to receive it, conunenced so heavy 
and galling a fire as to throw the column a little in- 
to confusion ; being quickly rallied it advanced to the outer 
works and began to leap into the ditch. J ust at that mo- 
ment a fire of grape was opened from our pounder 
{which had been previously arranged so as to rake in that 
direction) which together with the musketry, threw them 
into such confusion titat they were compelled to retire pre- 
cipitately to the woods. . 

During the assault, which lasted about half an hour, an 
incessant fire was kept up by the enemy's artillery (whicl^ 
consisted of five sixes and a howitzer) but without effect. 
Seventy stand of arms, and several braces of pistols have 
beeu collected near the works. About three in the morn- 
ing the enemy sailed down the river, leaving behind them 
a boat containing clothing and considerable military 
stores. Yours wiUi respect, &c. G. CROGHAN. 

AM£RICAN LOSS. 

Killed 1 — wounded 7. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 52— wounded 98 — prisoners 25. 
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By a letter from Gov. Huntin^on, dated fj^rver San-* 
'dusky, Aug. 4, 't appears that Major Croghan's force was 
160, and that of the enemy, 800. It further states that the 
enemy lost 40 men killed in the ditch with Lieut Colonel 
Shorty and several otKcers; and about the same number of 
regulars while advancing to the attack, besides Indians. 
Our loss was one killed, and five wounded. — ^The enemy 
83 killed and 25 prisoners. 

* What will Gen. Proctor say, jvhen he finds he has been 
baffled by a youth but just passed his 2lstyear. Heis^ 
however, a itero worthy of his gallant uncle, Gen. George 
R. Clarke.' [Set Geu. Harrison to t/ie Secretary of War.^ 

LOSS OF THE CHESAPEAKE. 

Lieut. JSudd to the Secretary of the Navy. 

Halifax, June 15, 1813. 

SIR — The unfortunate death of Capt. James Lawrence, 
tind L\e\\l. Augustus C. Ludlow, has rendered it my duty 
to inform you of tlie capture of the late U. States frigate 
Chesapeake. 

On Tuesday, June 1, atS, A. M. we unmoored ship 
and at meridian got under way from President's Roads, 
with a light wind from the southward and westward, and 
proceeded on a cruise. A ship was then in sight in the 
offing which had the appearance of a ship of war, and 
which, from information received from pilot boats and 
<:raft, we believed to be the British fri gate Shannon. We 
made sail in chase and cleared ship for action. At half past 
4 P. M. slie hove to, with her head to the southward at d 
eastward. At 5, took in the royals and top-gallant-sails 
and at half past five hauled the courses up. About 15 
minutes before 6, the action commenced within pistol shot. 
The first broadside did great execution on both sides, 
damaged our rigging, killed among others Mr. White tlie 
the sailing master, and wounded Capt. Lawrence. In 
about 12 minutes after the commencement of the action, 
we fell on board of the enemy and immediately after one 
ctf our arm chests on the quarter-deck was blown up by a 
hand grenade thrown from the enemy's ship. In a few 
minutes one of the Capts. aids came on the gun deck to in- 
form me tbatthe boarders were called. I Immediately called 
the boarders away and proceeded to the spar deck, where 
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I found that enemy had succeeded in boardinjf^ us and had 
gained possession of our quarter deck. I immediately 
gave orders to haul on board ihe fore tack, for the purpose 
of shooling the ship clear of the other, and then made ad at- 
tempt to regain the quarter deck, but was wounded 4nd| 
thrown down on the gun deck. I again made an effort to 
collect the boarders, but in the mean time the enemy had 
gained complete possession of the ship. On my being 
carried down to the cock-pit, I there found Capt. Lawrence 
and Lieut. Ludlow both mortally wounded ; the former 
had been carried below previously to the sfiip's being board- 
ed ; the latter was wounded in attempting to repel the 
boarders. Among those who fell early in the action was 
Mr. Edward J. Ballard, the 4th Vieut. and Lieut. James 
Broom of marines. 

I herein enclose to you a return of the killed and wound- 
ed, by which you will perceive that every officer, upon 
whoni the charge of the ship would devolve, was either 
l^illed or wounded, previously to her capture. 

The Shannon had, in addition to her full copiplement, 
an officer and 16 men belonging to the Belle Foule, and a 
part of the crew belohging^ to the Tenedos. 

J have the honor to be, &c. 

GEORGE BUDD. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 66— wounded 86. 

BKITISk LOSS. 

. Killed 27— wounded 58. 



Com. Cliauncey to Secretary of the Navy, 
U. S. S. Cen. Pike, off Niagara ^ Any. 4, 1813. 
[Extract.] SIR^ — On the 2/ith I was joined by the Perl, 
^nd on the 27th by the Lady of the Lake, with guides, 
and Capt. Crane^s company of artillery, and Col. Scott, 
who had very handsomely volunteered for the service — 
After conversing with Col. Scott upon the subject; it was 
thought advisable to take on board 250 Infantry, whioh by 
the extraordinary exertions of that excellent officer, were 
embarked before six o'clock the next morning and arrived, 
and anchored in the harbor of York, at about 3 P. M. on 
the31st, run the schooners into the upper harbor, landed] 
tile marines and soldiers under the command of Col. Scott. 



without opposition, found several hundred barrels of iflour. 
and provisions in the public storehouse, five pieces^ of can- 
non, eleven l^oats, and a quantity of shot, shells, and other 
stores!, all which were either destroyed or brought away. 
0,n the Ist inst. just a(^er receiving^ oi^i boar^ ^U the vessels 
could take, I directed the barracks and the public store- 
houses to be burnt ; we then re-embarked the men and pro- 
ceeded for this place, where ^ arrived yesterdjay. Between 
4 and 600 men left York for thie head of the lake two davs 
before we arrived there. Some few prisoners were taken, 
some of whom were paroled, the others have been landed at 
Fort George. 

I have the honor to be. &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCET. 



CAPTURE OF THE DOMINICO. 

Capt. John H. Dent to (lie Seci^etary oftlie Nuiy. 

Charleston, AjUg. 2l/i8i3^ 
\Extract^ I have the honor tp inform yoii that the pri- 
vateer schooner IJecatjur,' of this port, arrived here yester- 
day, with H. B. i\I. schooner Dominico, her prize. 

She was captured on the 15th inst. kfter a most gallant 
and desperate action of one hour, and carried by bps^rdii)g, 
having aft her officers killed or wounded, except one mid- 
shipman. The Dominico ipounts 15 guns, one a 32. 
pounder on a pivot, and had a complement of 88 men- 
She was one of the best equipped and manned vessels of 
her class I have ever seen. TLhe iJecatur mounts 7 ^urts, 
and had a complement of 103 men. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN H, DENT. 

AMEBICAN LOSS. 

Killed 5 — wounded 14. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 18 — wounded 42 — prisoners 70. 

Burning ofSoduSj N. Y. — Sodus vvas the first tpwu^ 
burnt in this war. This was a handsome little village of 
libout 40 houses. The British appeared off the place, the 
17th June, 1813, but finding a considerable militiaforce, put 
off into the Lake. The niilitia were disbanded on the 20th 
ivheq the enemy again returned, and effected a landing* — 
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Finding the public stores, chiefly removed, they immedi- 
ately set fire to every valuable house in the village, and r^ 
turned to theirvessels, after suffering a loss of4killed9 and 
several wounded, by a few citizens. The enemy's force 
consisted of ihe Royal George, Earl Moria, Prince Regent i 
Simcoe schr. and several small boats and tenders. 



Attack en Craney Island. (Vir.) — On the 20th June, 
the British attempted a landing on this Island, for the pur- 
pose of morf easdy conquering Norfolk. Thirteen ships of 
the line anchored off James river, from which about 3500 
troops were embarked for Craiiey Island.— C'>m. CassiOy 
of the gun boats and Capt. Morris, of the Constellation 
frigate, manned two batteries with 250 men on the point of 
he Island to receive them ; the remainder of the force, 
200 were stationed on the beach. At 8 o'clock the barges 
attempted to land, but were driven back, with the lass of 
250 killed and wounded, and 45 prisoners, and their lar- 
gest barge, which was sunk, with 75 men on board ; the 
boat and 20 men were finally saved by the Americans — 
our loss was 28 killed and wounded. 



Capture of Hampton. — ^The 25th of J une the force that 
attempted Craney Island, landed at Hampton, and carried 
it afler a gallant defence made by our militia, 430 strong, 
for forty-five minutes. The enemy attacked us by laud 
and water ; their land force was about 2500 strong, of 
whom 400 were riflemen. After our men were complete- 
ly surrounded, they saw that they must either surrender, or 
breaJK their way through the enemy's lines. They resolved 
upon the latter, when the gallant Maj. Cratchfield, led 
them on, and broke the lines, and made good their retreat, 
after killing and wounding 200 of their adversaries. Our 
loss on this occasion was seven killed^ twelve wounded, 
and twelve prisoners. 

A scene now commenced sufficient to chill the blood of 
the Savages, and even put them to the blush. 

'To give you, sir, (says Maj. Crutchfield in his ofliciaI| 
account to Gov. Barbour,) an idea of the savage-like dis« 
position of the enemy, on their getting possession of the 
neighborhood, would be a vain attempt. Although sir 
Sidney Beckwith assured me that no uneasiness heed be 
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felt, in relation to the unfortunate Americatis, the fact is 
that on yesterday, [two days after the battle,] there were 
several dead bodies lying unburied, and the wounded not 
even assisted into the town, although observed to be crawl- 
ing through the fields towards that cold and inhospitable 
re ception. 

' The unfortunate females of Hampton, who could not 
leave the town, were sufl^ered to be abused in the most 
shameful manner, not only by the venal savage foe, but by 
the unfortunate and infatuated blacks, who were encou- 
raged in their excesses. They pillaged and encouraged 
every act of rapine and murder, kilting a poor man, by 
the name of Kirby who had been lying on his bed at the 
point of death, for moj:e tlian six weeks, shooting his wife 
at the same time', in the hip, and killing his faithful dog ly- 
ing under his feet. The murdered Kirby was lying las^ 
nighty weltering m his blood/ 

Capt Cooper to JJeuL .Gov. 3Iallory. 

[ExlractJ] SIR — * The enemy took possession of Hamp- 
ton, wilh upwards of 2000 men against those above men- 
tioned, with the immense loss of upwards of 200 killed 
and wounded, on their part. We had about 5 killed, 10 
wounded, and 4 prisoners, — the balance have been ac« 
oounted for. 

' I was yesterday in Hampton with my troop, that place 
having been evacuated in the mol'ning. — 3Iy blood ran 
cold at what I saw and hoard. — Tears were shedding in 
every corner, — the infamous scoundrels, monsters, destroy^ 
ed eveiy thing, but tl*e houses, and (my pen is almost un- 
willing to describe it,) the ^ivomen were ravished by those 
abandoned ruffians. — Great God! my dear friend, figure 
to yourself our Hampton females, seized, and treated with 
violence by those monsters, and not a solitary American 
present to avenge their wrongs ! ! But enough — I can say 
no more of this.' 

Certificate. The enemy robbed the Pulpit and Com- 
lUunion Table, in the Episcopal Church, of all the trap- 
pings, &c. together with all the plate, although inscribed 
M^ith the name of the Donor, and of the parish to which 
they belonged. They committed Rape in many instances 
aud murdered asick man in his 4ied, and shot a ball through 
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his wife's Ihigli ; they wantonly destroyed eviery specie^ of 
property that Ihey had no use for, and, in fauct, even s^rig^ 
ped the shirt off the back o\ George HopCj sen-r about tS 
yiears of age, and took the shoes ^om his feet, after prick-' 
ing bini with the bayonet. 

JOHN WESTWOOD, HampUm. 

Murder of JoTin B. Graves, — Mr. Giraves was a mem- 
ber of the 23(1 regt. infantry^ and was wounded through 
the arm at the attack on Sackett's Harbor in May, and 
was removed to Oswego. When Oswego was attacked. 
Graves had so far recovered as to be able to load arid iire, 
an^l stood his ground like a hero. Unfortunately, he was 
again wounded, and carried to a log house with two oth- 
ers. Our tnen shortly after retreated, and an SNGlisH 
OFfiCEK, a Lieulenanlf came to the door of the house, and 
presented a fuzee at him; upon which Graves' exclaimed, 
* O mercy^for heaveiis sake sneiv me inercy ; dont shoot me 
uffahij I am badly icounded.^ The officer cocked his piece, 
which was within its own length of Graves, weltering in 
his blood, and with an infernal grin, said Tll Sijue\^ you 
MERCT, GOD DAMN YOU,' and immediately discharged 
its contents, a ball and three buckshot, into his breast. — 
This inhuman villain soon met his reward, for scarcely had 
he turned his eyes from the object of his barbarity, when 
he was shot through the brain, and fell dead almost within 
reach of Graves. 



Skirmishing at fori GcorgCy U. Canada. 

On the 14th of August 1813, Gen. Proctor attacked onr 
pickets at day break ; after a short engagement, in which 
tiie enemy had 15 killed, and one Capt. and several pri- 
vates made prisoners, our force retired to the fort with the 
loss of 2 killed and several wounded. 

On the night of the 17fh, our troops and a few Indians 
formed an ambuscade, about 800 strong, immediately in 
front of the British camp. At day light our Indians tost* 
and gave the war-whoop, and the enemy consideiring it a 
friendly call; came forth, and were within half rifle shot 
before they discovered the stratagem. They were met 
Xipon all sides, and made but little resistance ; 75 being 
killed Ihe first shot, and the remainder, 10, surrendered as 
prisoners. 
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CoL Wm. JRussell, of Vincennes, with 673 men, chiefly 
volunteei*s, from Kentucky and Ohio, marched from Vil- 
loma on the 25th Jane, for the purpose of relieving the 
frontier inhabitants of the savag^es. In marching through 
their country four weeks, they succeeded in destroying six- 
teen of their villages, and a considerable quantity of corn, 
&c. and returned without the loss of a single man, bringing 
in several prisoners, and 10 horses which the Indians had 
pillaged a few da^s before from the inhabitants*. 

A Yankee trkL— On the 5th of July, 1813, Com, Lewis, 
commandant of the flotilla of gun boats at New- York, sent 
out the fishing smack Yankee, from Musquito cove, for 
the purpose of taking by s^tratagem, the sloop Eagle, a ten- 
der to the Poictiers of 74 guns, which had been very trouble- 
some to the fishermen off' Sandy Hook, where they were 
eraising* A calf, a sheep, and a goos^e were purchas(ed and 
secured on deck ; and between 30 and 40 men, well armed 
with muskets, were secreted iu the cabin and fore peak of 
the smack. Thus prepared, with three men dressed in 
fisherman^s clothes on deck, she put ^ui to sea as if going 
on a fishing trip. The Eagle pu perceiving the smack 
gave chase, and after coming up with her, seeing she had 
live stock on deck, ordered her to go down to the Commo- 
dore, about five miles distant. The helmsman cried 'aye, 
ai/Cf sir J and apparently put up the helm fur that purpose, 
ivhich brought her alongside the Eagle, not more than 
three yards distant. The watch-word, Lawrence, was then 
given, when the armed men rashed from their hiding places 
and poured into her a volley of musketry, which strodk her 
crew with dismay, and drove them all into the holdt with 
such precipitancvy that they had not time to strike their co- 
lours. The Eagle had on board a 32 lb« brass howitzer, 
loaded with shot ; but their surprise was so sudden that 
they had not time to fire it. The crew consisted of a masr 
ter, one midshipman, and 11 marines from the Poictiers.-7*i 
The prize arrived at Whitehall, amidst the shouts of tho(i^ 
sands who were celebrating the 4th of July. 
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BURROWS' VICTORY. 

Lieut, SrCall to the Secretary of the Navy* 
V. S. Brig EnterprizCf Portlaiid^ 7th Sept. 1813. 

[Extract.] SIR — In consequence of the unfortunate death 
of Lieut. William Burrows, late commander, of lhi» 
vessel, it devolves on me to acquaint you W)th the result of 
the cruise. After sailing from Portsmouth on the 1st inst. 
we steered to the eastward ; and on the morning of the Sd, 
off Wood Island, discovered a schooner, which we chased 
into this harbor, where we anchored. On the morning of 
the 4th, weighed anchor, and swept out, and continued our 
course to the eastward. Maying received information of 
several privateers being off Maiihagan, we stood for that 
place ; and on the following inoming, in the bay near Pen- 
goju Point, discovered a brig getting under way, which 
awfeared to be a vessel of war, and to which we immedi- 
ately gave chase. She fired several guifs, and stood forus^ 
having four ensigns hoisted. After reconnoitering and 
discovering her force, aiid the nation to which she belong- 
ed, we hauled U| on a wind to stand out of the bay, and at 
3 o'clock shortened sail, tacked to run down with an inten- 
tion to bring her to close action. At twenty minutes after 
3 p. M. when within half pistol shot, the firing commenc- 
ed from boih, and after being warmly kept up, and with 
9ome nianoGuvreing, the enemy hailed and said they had 
surrendered, about 4 P. M. Their colours being nailed to 
the masis, could iiot be liauled damn. She proved to be his 
B. M. brig Boxer, of 14 guns, Samuel Blythe, Esq. com- 
mander^ who fell in the early part of the engagement, hav- 
ing received a cannon shot through the body. And I am 
sorry to add that Litut. Burrows, who had gallantly led us 
into action, fell also about the same time by a musket ball, 
which terminated his existence in eight hours. 

The Enlerprize suffered much in spars and rigging, and 
the Boxer in spars, rigging, and huiU having many shot» 
between wind and water. 

As no muster roll that can be fully relied on has come 
into my possession, 1 cannot exactly state the number kill« 
ed and wounded on board the Boxer, but from informatioa 
received from the officers of that vessel, it appears there 
w^re between twenty and twenty -five killed, and fourteen 
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WOBuded. Enclosed is a list of the killed and woanded 
on board the £nterprize. I have the honor to be, &c» 

EDWARD R. M'CALL, Senior Officer. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 4— Woauded 10— total 14. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 25— Wounded 14— total 89, 



CHAPTER IX- 

PERRY'S VICTORY. 

Com. Perry to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U. S. brig Niagara, Lake Erie^ Sept. 10, 1818. 
SIR — It has pleased the Almighty to give to the arms of 
the United States a signal victory over their enemies on 
this lake. The British sqnadron consisting of 2 ships, 2 
1)rigs, 1 school ler, and 1 sloop, have this moment surren- 
dered to the force under my command, after a sharp con?' 
jiiipt I have the honor to be, 8cc. 

O. H. PERRY. 



Com. Perry to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U. S. Sch. Ariel, Pnt-in^bay, Sept. 13, 1813. 
SIR — Iti my last I informed you that we had captured 
the enemy's fleet on this lake. I have now the honor to 
I'ive you the most important particulars of the action. 
On the morning of the 10th inst. at sun-rise, they were dis- 
covered from Put-in-bay, where I lay at anchor with the 
squadron under my command. We got under weighs the 
wind light at S. W. and stood for them. At 10 A. M. the 
wind hauled to S. £. and brought us to windward; fonn- 
ed the line and bore up. At 15 minutes before twelve^ 
the enemy commenced tiring ; at 5 minutes before twelve 
the action commenced on our part. Finding their fire 
very destructive, owing to their long guns, and its being 
mostly directed at the Lawrence, I made sail, and directed 
the other vessels to follow for the purpose of closing with 
the enemy. Every brace and bowline being soon shot 
away, she became unmanageable, notwithstandmg the great 
exertions of the sailing-mast^iv In this situation she su&«. 
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tained the action upwards of two hours within canister dls« 
tance, until every gun was rendered useless, and the great- 
er part of her crew either killed or wounded. Finding 
she could no longer annoy the enemy, I left her in charge 
of Lieut. Yarnall, who, 1 was convinced from the bravery 
already displayed by him, would do what would comport 
•with the honor of the flag. At half past two, the wind 
springing up, CapL Elliot was enabled to bring his vessel, 
the Nia<rara, gallantly into clo.se action ; I immediately 
"went on board of her, when he anticipated my wish by vol- 
unteering to bring the schooners which had been kept 
astern by the lightness of the wind, into close action. It 
Mias with unspeakable pain that I saw soon after I got ou 
board the Niagara, the flag of the Lawrence come down, 
although 1 was perfectly sensible that she had been defend- 
ed to the last, and that to have continued to make a show 
of resistance would have been a wanton sacrifice of the re- 
mains of her brave crew, But the enemy was not able to 
take possession of her, and circumstances soon permitted 
ber flag again to be hoisted. At 45 minutes past two, the 
signal was made foreclose action.' The Niagara, being 
-very little injured, I determined to pass through the enemy s 
lines, bore up and passed ahead of their two ships and a 
brig, giving a raking Are to them from the starboard guns, 
and to a large schooner, and sloop, from the larboard side, 
at half pistol-shot distance. The smaller vessels at this 
time having got within grape and canister distance, under 
the direction of Capt, Elliot, and keeping up a well direct- 
ed fire, the 2 ships, a brig, and a schooner, surrendered, a 
schooner and sloop making a vain attempt to escape. 

Those officers and men who were immediately under 
my observation evinced the greatest gallantry, and I have 
no doubt that all others conducted themselves as became 
American officers and seamen. Lieut. Yarnall, first of the 
Lawrence, although several times wounded, refused to quit 
the deck. 

I have the honor to enclose you a statement of the rela- 
tive force of the squadrons. The Capt. and first Lieut, of 
the Q^Jeen Charlotte, and first Lieut, of the Detroit were 
killed-^apt. Barclay, senior officer, and the commander 
of the Lady Prevost, severely wounded. The commander 
of the Hunter and Chippeway slightly wounded. Their 
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loss in killed and wounded I have not been able to ascer-- 
tain j it must, however, have been very great. 
Very resnec.tfiilly, &c. 

O. H. PERRY. 

U. S. Sch. Ariel Piil'in-hay, Sept 13, 1813- 
SIR — I have caused the prisoners taken on the 10th inst. 
•to be landed at Sandusky, and have requested Gen. Harri- 
son to have them marched to Chihcothe, and there wait un- 
til your pleasure shall be known respecting 'them. 

The Lawrence has been so entirely cut up, it is absolute- 
ly necessary she should go into a safe harbor ; I have there- 
fore directed Lieut. Yarnall to proceed to Erie in her, with 
the.wounded of the fleet, and dismantle and get her over 
the bar as soon as possible. 

The two ships in a heavy sea this day at anchor lost their 
masts, being much injured in the action. I shall haul 
them into the inner bay at this place and moor them for the 
present. The Detroit is a renmrkably fine ship, sails well, 
and is very strongly built. The Queen Charlotte is a much 
superior vessel to what has been represented. The Lady 
Prevost is a large tine schooner. 

Force of the American squadron. 
Lawrence 20 guns — Niagara 20 — Caledonia 3 — Ariel 4 — . 
Scorpion 2 — Somers 4 — ^Trippe 1 — Tigress 1 — Porcu- 
pine 1 — total 56 guns. 

Force of the British squeuirofi. 
Detroit 21 guns — Queen Charlotte 18 — Lady Prevost 14 — 
Hunter 10— Little Belt 3 — Chippeway 3— total 69 guns- 
The exact number of the enemy's force has not been as- 
ceiiained^ but I have good reason to believe that it exceed- 
ed ours by nearly 100 men. 

I have the honor to be, &c. O. H. PERRY.- 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 27— wounded 96. 
British los$ not known. 



CAPTURE OF MALDEN. 
Gen. Harrison to the Secretary of War. 

H. Q. Amherstburgj Sept. 23, 181 ». 
SIR-^I have the honor to inform you that I landed the 
army under my command about 3 miles below this pi ftcc at 3 
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• 

oVlock this evening*, without opposition, and took posses* 
sion of the town in an hour after. Gen Proctor has retreat- 
ed to Sandwich with his regular troops and Indians, hav- 
ing previously burned the tort, navy yard, barracks, and 
public store houses ; the two latter were very extensive, 
covering several acres of ground. I will pursue the ene- 
my to-morrow, although tl>ere is no probability of my over- 
taking him, as he has upwards of one thousand horses, 
and we have not one in the army. I shall think myseljf 
fortunate to be able to collect a sufficiency to mount the 
Gen. officers. It is supposed here that Gen. Proctor in- 
tends to establish himself upon the river French, forty miles 
from Maiden. 

I have the honor to be, &c, 

WILLIAM H. HARRISONt 



HARRISON'S VICTORY. 

Gen. Harriion to the Secretary of War. 

H. Q. Detroit, Oct. 9, 18131 

SIR — In my letter from Sandwich of the 23d ultimo, I 
did my self the honor to inform you, that I was preparing 
to pursue the enemy the following day. From various 
causes, however J was unable to put the troops in motion 
until the morning of the 2d inst. and then to take with me 
only about one hundred and forty of the regular troops, 
Johnson's mounted regiment, and such of Governor Shel- 
by's volunteer^ as were fit for a rapid march, the whole 
amounting'to about three thousand five hundred men. To 
Gen. M'Arthur (with about 700 effectives) the protecting 
of this place and the sick was committed. Gen. Cass'a^ 
brigade, and the corps of Lieut. Col. Ball, were left at 
Sandwich, with orders to follow me as soon as the men re- 
ceived their knapsacks and blankets, which had been left 
on an island in Lake £rie. 

The unavoidable delay at Sandwich was attended with 
no disadvantage to us. Gen. Proctor had posted himself 
at Dalson's on the right bank of the Thames (or Trench) 
fifty six miles from this place, where 1 was informed he in-» 
tended to fortify and wait to receive me. He must have 
believed, however, that I had no disposition to follow him, or 
that he had secured my continuance here, by the repbrt&that 
were circulated that the Indians would attack and destroy 
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this plaee upgn thd advance of the army ; as he neglected 
to commence the breaking up the bridges until the night of 
the 2d inst. On that night our army reached the river, 
which is twenty-five miles from Sandwich, and is one of 4 
streams crossing our route, over all of which are bridges,, 
and being deep and muddy, are unfordable for a considera- 
ble distance into the country — the bridge here was found 
entire, and m the morning I proceeded with Johnson's re- 
giment to save if possible the others. At the second 
bridge over a branch of the river Thames, we were fortu- 
nate enough to capture a Lieut, of dragoons and eleven 
privates, who had been sent by Gen. Proctor to destroy 
them. From the prisoners I learned that the third bridge 
was broken up and that the enemy had no certain informa- 
tion of our advance. The bridge having been imf^erfect- 
Iv destroyed, was soon repaired and the army encamped at 
Drake's farm, four miles below Dalson's. 

The river Thames, along the banks of which our route 
lay, is a fine deep stream, navigable for vessels of consider- 
able burden, after the passage of the bar at its mouth, over 
wfiich, there is six and a half feet water. 

The baggage of the army was brought from Detroit in 
boats protected by three gun-boats, which Com. Perry 
had furnished for the purpose, as well as to cover the pas- 
sage of the army over the Thames itself, or the mouths of 
its tributary streams ; the banks being low and the country 
generally open (prairies J as high as Dalson's, these vessels 
were well calculated for that purpose. Above Dalson's 
'however, the character of the river and adjacerit country is 
considerably changed. — The former, though still deep, is 
very narrow and its banks high and woody. The Com-* 
modore and myself therefore agreed upon the propriety 
of leavingthe boats under a guard of one hundred and fit- 
ty infantry, and I determined to trust to fortune and the 
bravery of my troops to effect the passage of the river. Be- 
low a plat^e called C!mtham and 4 miles above Dalson's is 
the third unfordable branch of the Thames ; the bridge over 
tts mouth had been taken up by the Indians, as well as that at 
M'Gregor's Mills, one mile above — several hundred of the 
Indians remaiued to dispute our passage, and upon the 
arrival of the advanced guard, commenced a heavy fire 
from the opposite bank of the creek as well as that of the 
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rivpr. Believing that the whole force of the enemy i^tiaf 

there, 1 halted the armyy formed in order of battle, and 

brought up our two siK-pounders to cover the party that 

were ordered to repair the bridge — a few shot from those 

pieces, soon drove offttie Indians and enabled us, in two 

hours to repair the bridge and cross the troops. Col. 

Johnson's mounted regiment being upon the right of the 

army, had seized upo« tfajB remains of the bridge at the 

mills under a heavy fire from the Indians. Our loss on thiii . 

occasion, was two killed and three or four wounded, that of 

the enemy was ascertained to be considerably greater. A 

house near the bridge containing a very considerable num^ 

ber of muskets had been set on iire — but it was extinguish^ 

ed by our troops and the arms saved. At the first form 

above the bridge, we found one of the enemy's vessels on 

fire, loaded with arms and ordnance stores, and learned 

that they were a few miles ahead of us, still on the right 

bank of the river with tlie great l)ody of the Indians. At 

Bowles^ farm, four miles from the bridge we halted for the 

night, found two other vessels and a large destillery filled 

with ordnance and other valuable stores to an immtftnse 

amount iu flumes — it was impossible to put out the fire — two 

tweoty-four-pounders with their carriages were taken and 

a large quantity of ball and shells of various sizes. The 

army was put in motion early on the morning of the 5th ; I 

pushed on in advance with the mounted regiment and request-* 

ed (vov. Shelby to follow as expeditiously as possible with 

the infantry ; the Governor's zeal and that of his men ena^ 

bled them to keep up with the cavalry, and by 9 o'clock, we 

were at Arnold's Mills, having taken in the course of the 

morning two gun-boats and sevei'al batteaux loaded with 

provisions and ammunition. 

A rapid at the river at Arnold's mills aftbrds the only 
fording to be met with for a considerable distance, but, up- 
on examination, it was fo4jnd too deep for the infantry. 
JHaving, however, fortunately taken two or three boats and 
some Indian canoes on the spot, and obliged the horsemen 
to take a foot-maa behind each, the whole were safely 
crossed bv 12 o'clock. Ei<jht miles from the crossing; we 
passed a farm, where a pajt of the British troops had en- 
camped the night before, under the command of Col. War- 
burtom The detachment with Gen. Proclm- had arrived 
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ibe day before at the Moravian towns, 4 miles liigW up. 
Beino; now certainly near the enemy, I directed the ad- 
Vance of Johnson's regiment to accelerate their march for 
the pnrpose of procuring intelligence. The officer com- 
manding it, ni a short time, sent to inform me, that his pro- 
gress w;is stopped by the enemy, who were formed across 
our line of march. One of the enemy's waggoners being 
also taken prisoner, from the Information received from 
him, and my own observation, assisted by some of my offi- 
cers, I soon ascerlauicd enough of their position and order 
of battle, to determine that, which it was proper for me to 
adopt. 

From the place where our army last halted, tO the Mora- 
vian towns a distance of about three and a half miles, the 
road passes through a beach forest without any clearing, und 
for the first two miles near to the bank of the river. At 
from two to 300 yards from the river, a swainp extends par- 
allel to it, throughi)ut the whole distance. The intermedi- 
ate ground is dry, and although the trees are tolerably 
thick, it is in many places clear of underbrush. Across 
this strip of land, its left uppayed upon the river, sup|K)rted 
by artillery placed in the wood, their right in the swamp 
covered by the whole of the Indian force, the British troops 
\veredn»wri up. 

The troops at my disposal consisted of about 120 regulars 
of ihe 27lh regiment, five brigades of Kentucky volunteer 
miiitia intanlry, under his Excellency Gov. Shelby, aver- 
agiiig Its/ than fivo hundred n\en, and Col. Johnson's regi- 
ment o^ mounted infantry, making in the whole an aggre- 
gate, someUiing about 3000. No disposition of an army 
opposed to an Indian force can be safe unless it is secured 
on the Hunks and in the rear. I had therefore no difficulty 
in arrangiiig the infantry conformably to my general order 
of battle. Cicn. Trotter's brigade of 500 men, formed the 
front linij, his ri^ht upon the road and his left upcn the 
swamp. Gen. King's brigade as a second line, 150 yards 
in the rear of Trotter's, and Chiles' brigade as a corps of 
reserve in the rear of il. These three brigades formed the 
command of iMajor-Gcneral Henry j the whole of Gen. 
Desha's division, consisting of two brigad^?s, were formed 
ai pol/mce upon the left of TroUer. 
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Whilst I was engaged in forming the infanlrj*, I had di- 
rected Col. Johnson's regiment, \)vhich was still in front, to 
be formed in two lines opposite to the enemy, and upon the 
advance of the infantry, to take ground to the left, and 
forming upon that flunk to endeavor to turn the right of the 
Indians. A moment's reflection, however, convinced me 
that from the thickness of the woods and swampness of the 
ground, they would be unable to do any thing on horse- 
back, and there was no time to dismoiuit them and place 
their horses in security. I therefore determined to refuse 
my left to the Indians, and to break the British lines at 
once by a charge of the mounted infantry ; the measure 
was not sanctioned by any thing I had ever seen or heard 
of, l)Pt 1 was fully convinced that it would succeed. The 
American back woodsmen ride better in the woods than 
ejiy o*her people. A nmskct or rifle is no impedimeat to 
tneui, being accustomed to them from their earliest youth. 
I was persuaded, too, that the enemy would be quite un- 
prepared for the shock, and that they could not resist it. 
Conformable to this idea, I directed the regmient to be 
drawn up in close column, with its right at the distance of 
50 yards from the road, (that it might l>e, in some measure^ 
protected by the trees fi-om the artiilcr)) its left upon the 
swamp, and to charge at full speed as soon as the enems had 
delivered their fire. The few regular troops ot' the 27th re- 
giment, under Col. Paul, occupied in a colunni of sections 
of four, the small space between the road and the river, for 
the purpose of seizing the enemy's artillery, and some ten 
or twelve friendly Indians to move under the bank. The 
crotchet formed l)y the front line, and Gon. Desha's divi- 
sion, was an important point. At that place the venerable 
Governor of Kentncky was posted, who, at the age of sixty- 
six, preserves all the vigor of youth, the ardent zeal which 
dibtin<ct>Tshed him in the revolutionary war, and the un- 
dauTited bravery which he manifested at Kinffs mountain* 
With my aids-de-camp, the acting assistant Adj. General, 
Ca|)t. Btitler, my gallant friend Com. Perry, who did me 
the honor to serve as my volunteer aid-de-camp, and Brig. 
Gen. Cass, who Imving no command, tendered me his as- 
sistance, I placed myself at the head of the frontline of in- 
fantry, to direct the movements of the cavalry, and give 
tliem the necessary support. 
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The army had moved on in this order but a short dis- 
tance, when the mounted men received the fire of the Bri- 
tish line, and were ordered to charge ; the horses in the 
front of the column recoiled from the fire; another was 
given by the enemy, and our column at length getting in 
motion, broke through the enemy with irresistable force. 
In one minute the contest in front was over ; the British 
oflScers seeing no hope of reducing their disordered ranks 
%o order, and our mounted men wheeling upon them and 
pouring in a destructive fire, immediately surrendered, fl 
is certam that three only of our troops were wounded in 
this charge. Upon the left, however, the contest was more 
severe with the Indians. Col. Johnson, who commanded 
on that flank of his regiment, received a most galling fire 
from them, which was returned with great effect. The 
Indians still further to the right advanced and tell in with 
oar front line of infantry, near its junction with Desha's 
division, and for a moment made an impression upon il. 
His Excellency Gov. Shelby, however, brought up a regi* 
meiitto its support, aitd the enemy receiving a severe fire 
in front, and a part of Johnson's regiment having gained 
their rear, retreated with precipitation. Their loss was 
very considerable in the action, and many were killed in 
their retreat 

I can give no satisfactory information of the number of 
Indians that were in the action, but they must have been 
considerably upwards of 1000. From the documents iu 
my possession, (Gen. Proctor's ofiicial letters, all of which 
were taken) and from the information of respectable inha- 
bitants of this Territory, the Indians kept in pay by the 
British were umch more numerous than has been generally 
sup|K)sed. In a letter to Gen. de Kottenburgh, of the 27th 
ult. Gen. Proctor speaks of having prevailed upon 3,200 of 
the Indians to accompany him. Of these it is certain that 
50 or tJO Wyandot warriors abandoned him. 

The number of our troops were certainly greater thaa 
that of the enemy, but when it is recollected, that they had 
taken a position that effectually secured their flank, which 
it was impossible for us to turn, and that we could not pre- 
sent to them a line more extended than their own, it will 
not be considered arrogant, to claim for my troops, the 
palm of superior bravery • 
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IncommuiiicaUng ioll>e President, Ihroiig^h you, sir, my 
opinionof the conductor the officers who served under uie, 
I am at a loss how to mention that of Gov. Shelby, being 
convinced that no euloQfium of mine can reach his uieriU, 
The Governor of an independent state, oreally my superior 
in years, experience, and in military character, he |>!aced 
himself under my command, and was not more reniarkable 
for his zeal and activity, than for the promptitude and cheer- 
fulness with which he obeyed my orders. 

On the day of action, 6 pieces of brass artillery were tak- 
en^ and two iron 24 pounders the day before. Several 
others were discovered in the river and can be easily |':ruciM- 
ed. Of the brass pieces, three are the trophies of our revo- 
lutionary war, that were taken at Saratoga and York, and 
surrendered by Gen. Hull, 

I hav^ the honor to he, &c. 

WILLIAM H. HARRISON, 

y AMERICAN LOSS. 

■ Killed 7— wounded 2». 

BRITISH ]:.OSS. 

Killed 112— wounded, not known— rprisoners 634. « 

The Jruits of Gen. Harrison's victory independent of the 
great advantages obtained, are of the British regular army, 
609 non-commissioned officers and privates, 2 Cols. 4 
Majors, and 19 officers of the line, prisoners ; and 12 
pieces of cannon, 6()00 stands of arms, 5 gunT!>oats, and 
ammunition and stores to the amount of 1,000^000 of 
Dollars ! ! 



SPEECH OF TECUMSEH.* 
In the name of the Indian chiefs and warriors^ to ^aj. 

Gen. Proctor f as the representatives of their great father 

the king. 

Father, listen to your children ! You have them now all 
before you. 

The war before this,f our British father gave the hatchet 
to his red children, when our chiefs were alive. 

They are now dead. In that war, our father was thrown 
on his back by the Americans^ and our father took them by 

« Tecumseh jvaa kilted at the bailie of the Moravian tanms, 

f The J^evohUiofuxry rvar. 
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llie hanci without our knowledge ;* and )fe are afraid that 
our father will do so again, at this time. 

Summer before last, when 1 came forvyard with my red 
brethren, and was ready to take up the hatchet ia favor of 
our British father, we were told not to be in a hurry, that be 
had not yet <tetermined to fight the Americans. 

Listtn ! — When war was declared, our father stood up 
and gave us the tomahawk, and told us that he was thea 
ready to strike the Americans ; that he wanted our assist- 
ance ; and that he would certainty get us our lands back, 
which the Americans had taken from us. 

Listen ! — You told us, at that time, to bring forward 
our families to this place ; and we did so ; and you pro- 
mised to take care of them, and that thev should want for 
nothing, while the men would go and fight the enemy. 
That we need not trouble oura^lves about the eneunrj's gar- 
rison ; that we knew nothing about them, and that our fa- 
ther would attend to that part of the business. Ydu also 
told your red children, that you would take good care of 
your garrison here, which made our hearts glad. 

Listen ! — When we were last at the Rapids, it is true 
we gave 30U little assistance. It is hard to fight people, 
who live like ground hogs.f 

Father, listen ! Ofir fleet has gone out ; we know they 
have fought; \iebave heard the great guns: but know 
nothing of what has happened to our father, with one arm. 
Our ships have gone one way, and we are nmch astonished 
to see our father tying up every thing and. preparing to 
run away the other, without letting his red children know 
'what his intentions are. You always told us to remain 
liere, and take care of our lands j it made our hearts glad 
ixi hiear that was your wish. Our great father, the king, is 
pur head, and you represent him. You always told us, 
that you would never draw your foot off British ground ; 
but'now, father, we see you are drawing back^ and we 
are sorry to see our father doing so without seeing the ene- 
my. We must compare our father's conduct to a fat ani- 
mal, that carries its tail upon its back, but when affrighted* 
he drops it between his legs and runs off. 

v. The Indians loere not indudetlin tlie treaty ofpp.acc in 1783. 
j The Americans had fortified themsetpes at the Rapids. 
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ListeUf Father J The Americans have not yet defeated 
us by land ; neither are we sore that they have done so by 
water ; we therefore, wish to remain here, and fight our 
enemy, if they should make their appearance. If they de- 
feat us, we will then retreat' with our father. 

At the battle of the Rapids last war, the Americans cer- 
tainly defeated us ; and when we retreated to our father's 
fort at that place the gates were shut against us. We were 
afraid that it would now be the case ; but instead of that 
we now see our British father preparing to march out of 
his garrison. 

Father ! You have got the arms and ammunition 
which our great father sent for his red children. If you 
'have an idea of gomg away, give them to us, and you may 
go and welcome, foi us. Our lives are in the hands of the 
Great Spirit. We are determined to defend our lands, 
and if it be his will, we wish to leave our bones upon them. 

Amherstburg, Sept. 18, 1813. 

JBy William Henry Harrison, Maj. Gen, in the service of 
the L\ S. commander in chief of the northwestern army^ 
and Oliver Hazard Peiry, Capt. in the Navy^ and com-- 
numding the U. S. vessels on lAzke Erie^ 

A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas, by the combined 0|[>erations of the land and 
naval forces under our command, those of the enemy with- 
in the upper district of Upper Canada have been captured 
or destroyed and the said disftrict is now in the quiet posses* 
sion of our troops : it becomes necessary to provide for its 
government : — ^Therefore, we do hereby proclaim and 
make known, that the rights and privileges of the inbabi- 
tantSy and the laws and customs of the country, as tliey exist- 
ed or were in force at the period of our arrival, shall con- 
tinue to prevail. All magistrates and other civil officers 
are to resume the exercise of their functions ; previously 
taking an oath to be faithful to tlie government of the U% 
States, as long as they shall be in possession of the counti'y. 
The authority of all militia commissions is suspended in 
said district, and the officers required to give their parole, 
in such way as the officer, who may be appointed by the 
commanding Gen. to administer the government, shall di- 
rect. 1 
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The inhabitants of said district are promised protection 
to their persons and property, with the exception of those 
cases embraced by the proclamation of Gen, Proctorf of 
the — alt. which is declared to be in force, and the powers 
therein assumed transferred to the officer appointed to ad* 
minister the government. 

Given under our bands and seals, at Sandwich, this 17th 
Oct. 1813. - 

(Signed) WIVI. H. HARRISON. 

OLIVER H. PERRY. 



CHAUNCEY'S VICTORY, 
Cofn. Clmuncey to the Secretary of' the Navy. 

XJ. S. S. Gen. Pike, Sackett's Harbor, Oct. 6, 1815. 

I^IR — 1 have the pleasure to inform you, that I arrived 
here this morning, with five of the enemy's vessels, whicfar 
I fell in with and captured last eveing off the Ddcks. 
They were part of a fleet of seven sail which left York on 
Sunday with 234 troops on board, bound to Kingston. Of 
this fleet five were captured, one burnt, and one escaped; 
the prisoners, amounting to nearly 300, besides haying up- 
wards of 300 of our troops on board from Niagara, induc- 
ed me to run into port for the purpose of landing both. 

I have an additional pleasure in informing you, that 
amongst the captured ve,ssels are the late U. S. schs, Julia 
and Growler, the others are gun vessels. 

1 have the honor to be, <Scc. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Return of the troops of H. B. M's. De Wattevilte regi-- 

inentf captured in the above vessels. 
1 Major, i Capt. 3 subalterns, 1 surgeon, 10 sergeants, 4 
drummers and buglers, 202 rank and file. 

Officers and marines. — 1 Lieut. 2 master's mates, 35 
seamen and marines of the royal navy, and 4 sailing mas- 
ters of the provincial navy. 

J. GIBSON, Inspector Gen. 

Sumethinff Singular. — About the 1st of Oct, 1813. Capt. 
Morgan, of the rifle corps was sent from Sackett\s Harbor, 
to Gravelly Point, near Kingston, for the purpose of tak- 
ing possession of the Point. Seeing an English schr. gun 
hoat^ be concealed his vn^vi^ about 60, and sent a minU 
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boat along llie the fthorc, which they espied, antl g^v6' 
chase to ; our men landed, and took to the woods ; the ene- 
my came near shore, and sent a party after the fugitives, 
vbea Morgairs company rushed from their hiding place, 
and gave them such a reception, as either to kill or wound 
every one, as they appeared on deck > a few of our men 
waded out and took possession of the gun boat, while those 
on shore stood ready to fire at the first man who made bis 
appearance. We did not lose a man in this gallant little 
exploit ; the enemy lost 3 killed-^7 wouDded and 50 p \-^ 
soiiers. 



Com. Rod(/ers^S2L\\ed from Boston the 2dd of April, 1813y 
and returned to Newport, Sept, 26. — After crossing the 
seas in almost every direction, cruising for some time in the 
British channel, and on the roast of Norway, without see* 
ing a public vessel, of the enemy's excepting a 74, and 
frigate in company, which chased him three days^ often ho 
near as to give, and receive a shot, the Com. returned to 
port, to recruit his stores. 

The President captured the following .vesselsf on her 
cruise. — Brig Kilty, of 2 ijuns and 12 men, cargo of cod- 
fish ; sent into France. Packet brig Duke of Montrose, 
of 12 guns, and 34 men ; sent to £i)gland as a cartel, with 
78 prisoners. Letter of marque brig Maria, of 14 guns^ 
and 85 men ; cargo of codfish, sent uito France. Scbr. 
Falcon, of 2 guns, and 1 1 men, cargo of codfish, sent into 
France. Brig Jean, burnt. Brig Daphne, of 2 guns and 
10 men, sunk. Ship Eiiza Swan, of 8 guns, and 49 men ; 
cargo of blubber oil, ransomed for 6000 pounds sterlings 
Brig Albert, carg^o of pitch and tar, burnt. Barque' Lrion^ 
of 8 guns, and 53 men ; cargo of blubber oil, ransomed 
for 3000 pounds sterling. Brig Shuiuion, cargo of n\nu- 
sugar, and molasses, sent into the United States. Brig 
Fly, of G guns, and 10 men ; cargo of coffee, sent into the 
United btiites. His B. M's schooner High Flyer, of 5 
guns, 5 officers, and 34 men, brought into Newport ; the 
High Flyer was sold at auction for eleven thousand dollars 

Col. Clarke to the ISecielary oj War. 

Camp,Chazey- Landing, Oct. 15, 1813. 
It is with great pleasure I can inform you of a success- 
fal attack «])on the enemy al Mu^^ets^^uoi bay» on the morn- 
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in^of the 12th inst. At this time I had only the riflemen 
M'ith me, the artillery moving slow and the militia protect- 
ing their rear. We proceeded to the village (Masses- 
quoi) and arrived within Id rods of the enemy before mi^ 
M^ere discovered * We found them drawn up under Major 
Powell in a manner that would have annoyed us much, had 
we attacked them by water, but whoHy unprepared to der 
fend themselves on the land side — they commenced a fire 
on the left flank, but in ten minutes after the first attack 
Ihey laid down their arms and surrendered themselves pris- 
oners of war. 

UnderstaiKting that a force of 200 men under Col. Lock 
was marching to attack us, I despatched Capt. Finch with 
liis company to recotmoitre them and ascertain their course. 
He proceeded with such promptness and ability as to sur- 
prise and capture the advanced guard, consisting of cav- 
jilry, exi^epting one man who escaped, and giving the in- 
formation, the enemy retreated. 

The prisoners were then put on board our boat.s and sent 
to Burlington. Our whole force engaged was 102 — the 
number of prisoners taken is 101 ; their killed 9, and 
wounded 14. 

I am, sir, with respect, &c. 

ISAAC CLARKE. 



-%)> 



Massacre at fort Tetisam. — The following particulars 
of the massacre at fort Tensaw, is received from Judge 
Toulmin, of Mobile. 

* The dreadful catastrophe which we have been some- 
time expecting, ha^i at length taken place ) the Indi;)ns 
have broken in upon ns in numbers and fury unexampled. 
A few days before Uie attack, (Sept. 1) some negroes of 
Mr. Girt's who lived in that part of the Creek territory 
which i>s inhabited by half breeds, had been sent up the 
Alabama to his platttation for corn j three of them were 
taken by a party of Indians. One escaped and brought 
down news of the approach of the Indians. The officer 
gave but little credit to him, but they made some further 
preparation to receive the enemy, and on Saturday and 
Sunday considerable work was done to put the fort in a 
ilale of defence. Siinday morning three negroes were 
sent out to attend the cattle, who soon returned withan ap« 

»0 ' 
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rounl that Ihey haa fireen 20 Indians. — Scouts were sent 
out to ascertain the truth of the report ; thfey returned and 
declared they could see no signs of Indians. One of the 
♦egroes belonging to Mr. Randon was whipped for bring- 
ing, what they deemed, a false reporl.-— He was sent out 
again on Monday, and saw a body of Indians approach* 
ing; but afrnid of being whipped, he did not return to 
Mini's, but to Pierce's fort ; but before his story ' couUl l>e 
communicated, the attack was made. The commanding 
officer called ujion Mr. Fletcher, who owned another of 
tlie negroes, to whip him also. — He believed the boy, and 
resisted two or three applications ; but at length they had 
him actually brought out for the purpose, when the Indians^ 
appeared in view of the fort. The gate was open. The 
Indians had to come through an open field 150 yards 
wide, before they could reach the fori, and yet they were 
within 30 steps of the fort at 11 in the morning, before they 
were noticed. The sentry then gave the cry of * Indians, 
when they immediately set up a most terrible war-hoop 
and rushed into the gate with inconceivable rapidity, and 
got within it before the people of the fort had an opportu- 
nity of shutting it. This decided their fate. Major Bease- 
ly was shot through the belly near the gate. 

* There was a large body of Indians, though they proba- 
bly did not exceed 400. Our people seemed tosusLamtbe 
attack with undaunted spirit* They took possession of 
he [)ort holes in the outer lines of Ihe fort and fired on the 
Indians who remained in the iield. Some of the Indians 
got upon the block house at one of the corners ; but after 
tiring a good deal down upon the people they were dislodg- 
ed. They succeeded however in setting tire to a house 
near the pickets, from which it was communicated to the 
kitchen and from thence to the main dwelling bousev 
They attempted to do it by burning arrows, but failed. 
"When the people in the fort saw the Indians retained full 
possession of the outer court, that the gate continued open^ 
that their men fell very fast, and that their houses w^i-e in 
flanies, they began to despond. Some determined to cut 
Iheir way through the pickets and escape. Of the whole 
number of white men and half-breeds in the fort, it is sup- 
posed that not more than 25 or SO escaped, and of these 
many were wounded. The rest, and almost all the wo* 
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men und children fell a sacrifiee either to the arms of the 
Indians oi* to the flames. The battle lasted about five 
hours and a half.> 

• When the buildings were burning and the fewwlio re^ 
mained were exposed to the heavy fire of the enemy, they 
collected as many as they could of the guns of the dec/eas- 
ei\, and threw both them and the remaining stock of am- 
munition iu to the flames, to prevent their becoming subser« 
vient m the bauds ^f the Indians, to the destruction of their 
fellow citizens. Surely this was an instance of determined 
resolution and beuevoleot foresight of which there are not 
many examples. 

* Notwithstanding the bravery of our fellow citizens, the 
Indians carried all before them, and murdered the armed 
and the helpless without discrimination. Our loss i&7 
commissioned officers, and about 100 non-commissioned 
officers ond privates, of the first regiment of Mississippi 
Territory volunteers. There were about 24 famdiesof 
men, women, and children in the fort, of whom almo3t all 
have perished, amounting to about 160 souls. I reckon, 
however, among them about six families of half-breeds, 
and 7 Indians. Tiiere were also about 100 negroes, of 
whom a large proportion were killed.' 

— ^* 

Gens. JVilkinsaii and Hampton. — These two Generals 
made an attempt to take Montreal about the 1st of J>}ov. 
1813. Gen. Hampton was stationed at Plattsburgh, and 
■was to meet Gen. Wilkinson at French Mills j having 
succeeded in marchiuof throu<;h the forest 24 miles in one 
day, by way ofChatauguay,and entering upon the second 
large forest, his guides left him, which occasioned the army 
to halt for three or four days; in the mean time our troops 
attempted the enemy's breast-work, thrown up in the woods 
by falling trees, digging ditches, &c. and su.cceeded in 
completely driving him from his position ; — a party sent 
round to intercept their retreat was met by one of consid- 
erable force and obhged to retire. — Here some misunder- 
standing took place between the two Generals on account 
of the place of meeting; which, finally contributed largely 
to overthrow the expedition. Hampton immediately or- 
dered his men back to winter quarters. In this farce 
we lost 84 men killed and missing. — Gen Wilkinson 
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was stationed at Sacketfs Harbor, and conveyed ^lis army 
down the St. Lawrence in boats. The enemy about 2000, 
from Prescott, Kinn^ston, &c. hung on his rear, and bar* 
rassed him continually. Our army armed at Williams- 
burg, the 11th of No v.. and was obliged io face abofU and 
attack the enemy to save their bugi^jajfc. The forces were 
about equally strong, having from \;2 to 15()0 men engaged ; 
each gave way by turns— our men getting out of ammu* 
nition, left the field of action nnmolestedi and passed down 
the straits, without seeing the enemy again* We lost 
in this battle 102 noi)-commisi<iio(ied officers and privates 
killed, 237 officers and privates w ounded, *witb one field 
piece and several stand of arms ; 3 officers and 28 privates 
of the wounded were taken prisoners. At Cornwall Gen. 
Wilkinson first received intelligence of the different route 
Gen. Hampton had taken; a council of General officers 
was held, and it was agreed best to abandon the expedition. 

AMEklCAN LOSS. 

Killed 122~wounded 251 — missing 31. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 210 — wounded 248 — prisoners 17. 



CHAPTER X. 

CREEK WAR. 

Gen. Jackson to Gov. Blount. 

Camp at Ten Islands, Nov. 4, 1813. 
SIR — We have retaliated for the destruction of fori 
jVlims. O \ the 2d inst. ] detached Gen. Coffee with a 
part of his brigade of cavalry and mounted ritlemen, to de- 
stroy Tallushatcheft, where a considerable force of the hos- 
tile Creeks were concentrated. The General executed 
this in stile. A hundred and eighty-six of the enemy were 
found dead on the field, and about eighty taken prisoners ; 
forty of whom have been brought here. In the number 
left, there is a sufficiency but slightly wounded to take care 
of those who are badly. 

I herein enclose Gen. Coffee's official report of the aclioiit 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON- 
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Gen. Coffee to Gen. Jackson. 

Camp at Ten Islands, Nov. 4, 1813. 
SIR — 1 had the honor yesterday, of transmitting you a 
short account of an engagement that took place between a 
detachment of about nine huivdredmen from my brigude, 
with the enemy at Tallushatches towns ; the paVticular^ 
whereof 1 beg leave herein to recite to you. Pursuant to 
your order of the 2d, I detailed from my brigade of cav- 
alry and mounted riflemen, nine hundred men and officers, 
and proceeded directly to the Tallushatches towns, cros- 
sing Coo^y river at the Fish Dam ford, 3 or 4 miles above 
this place. I arrived within one and a half miles of the 
town (distant from this place south-east eight miles^ on the 
morning of the 3d, at which place I divided my detach- 
ment into two columns, the right composed of the cavalry 
commanded by Col. Allcorn, to cross over a largp, creek 
that lay between us and the towns ; the left column was of 
the mounted riflemen under the command of Col. Cannon, 
with whom I marched myself. Col. Allcorn was' ordered to 
march up on the right and encircle one half of the town, nnd 
at the sametime the left would forma half circle on the left^and 
unite the head of the columns in front of the town ; all of 
which was performed as I could wish. When I arrived in 
half a mile of the towns, the drums of the enemy began to 
beat, mingled with their savage yells, prepariiig for action., 
It was after sun-rise an hour, when the action was brought 
on by Capt. Hammond and Lieut. Patterson's companies, 
who had gone on within the circle ojf alignment for the 
purpose of drawing out the enemy from their buildings, 
which had the most happy effects. As soon as Capt. Ham- 
mond exhibited his front in view of the town, (which stood 
in open woodland) and gave a few scattering shot, the en* 
emy formed and made a violent charge on him ; he gave 
way as they advanced, until they met our right column.; 
which gave them a general fire and then charged; this 
changed the direction of charge completely ; the enemy 
retreated, firing, until they got around and in their build- 
ings, where they made all the resistance that an overpow- 
ered soldier could do ; they fought as long as one existed, 
but their destruction was very soon completed ; our men 
rushed up to the doors of the houses, and in a few minutes 
killed the last warrior of them ; the enemy fought with sav-* 
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ag^e fury, and met death with all its horrors^ without shrink- 
ing or complaining ; not one asked lo be spared, but fought 
so long as they could stand or sit. In consequence of their, 
flying to their bouses ^fid mixing with the families, our 
men in killing the males, without intention, killed and 
wounded a few squaws and children, which was regretted 
by every officer and soldier of the detachment, but ^ich 
could not be avoided. Not one of the warriors escaped to 
carry the news, a circumstance unknown heretofore. 

JNO. COFFEE. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 6— Wounded 41. 

BRITISH I.OSS. 

Killed 186— Prisoners 84. 



Gen* Jackson to Gov. Blount. 

Camp Ten Islands, Nov. 1 1, 1813. 

[Extract.^ filR — 1 am just returned from an excursion 
which I took a few days ago, and hasten to acquaint you 
with the result. 

Late on the evening of the 7th inst. a runner arrived 
from the friendly party in Lashley's fort, (Taledega) dis- 
tant about 30 miles below us, with the infovmation 
that the hostile Creeks, in great force had encamped near 
the place, and were preparing to destroy it ; and earnestly 
entreated that I would lose no time in affording relief* 
Urged by their situation as well as by a wish to meet the 
enemy so soon as an opportunity would offer, I determin* 
ed upon commencing my march thither with all my dispo- 
sable force; we encamped that night within six mile- of 
the fort I had set out to relieve. At sun rise we oame 
within half a mile of them, and having formed my men,! 
moved on in battle order. The infantry were in three 
lines — the militia on the left and the volunteers on the 
right. The cavalry formed the extreme wings : and were 
ordered to advance in a curve, keeping^ their rear connectr 
cd with the advance of the infantry linesj and to enclose 
the enemy in a circle. The advanced guard whom I sent 
forward to bring on the engagement, met the attack of the 
enemy with great intrcpiditv ; and having poured upon 
them four or five very gallant rounds, fell back as they 
had been previously ordered, to the main army. The eo^ 
my pursued; and the front line was now ordered to adv^cfr 
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and meet bini ; the fire became general along the first line, 
and on that part of the wings which were contiguous, 
^he enemy, unable to stand it, began to retreat ; but were 
met at every turn, and pursued in every direction. The 
right wing chased them with a m;»st destructive fire to the 
mountains, a distance of about 3 miles; the victory how* 
ever was very decisive. — Wherever they ran they left 
traces of blood ; and it is believed that very few will re-> 
turn to their villages in as sound a condition as they left 
them. I was compelled to return to this place to protect 
\ji\e sick and wounded, and get my baggage. 

A In haste, I have the honor to be, &c. 

JP ANDREW JACKSON. 

AMERICAN liOSIS. 

Killed 15— wounded 15. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 290 — wounded not known. 



Gen. While to Gen. Cocke. 

Fort- Armstrong, Nov. 24, 1813. 
[Extract.] SIR — In mine of the 19th inst. by Major 
Outlaw, 1 promised yon a detailed report, respecting, the 
detachment ordered by you to the Hillibee towns, in the 
Creek nation. In compliance with that promise, I have 
Hbw the honor to state — that under your order of the lltb 
inst. I immediately marched with the mounted infantry, un- 
der the immediate command o( Col. Burch. The cavalry 
under the command of M^j. Porter, ai«d a few of the Che- 
Hdkee Indiansun||^t^ command of Col. Morgan, with 
very shorj^ipiMlilismr four days only. After destroying two 
viliag^^ containing 123 houses^ we marched to the Hillibee 
town, consisting of about 20 houses, adjoining which was 
Grayson's farm. — Previous to wr arrival at that place, I 
was advised tliat a part of the hostile Creeks were assem- 
bled there. Having mardied within six or seven miles of 
it on the 17th, I dismounted a part of the force under ray 
command, and sent them under the command of Col. 
Burch^ with the Cherokees under the command of Col^ 
Morgan, in advance, to surround the town in the nighty 
and made the attack at day light on the 18th. Owing to 
the darkness of the night, the town was not reached until 
after day light — but so complete was the surprise, that viro 
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succeeded in .<mrrouoding the town, and killing and captON 
ing alDio6t(if not entirely) the whole ot'the hostile Creeks 
aiwerabled there, consiKting of about 31t>, of nhich nuniber 
about 60 warriors were killed on the 8pot, and the re-» 
mainder made prisoners. We lost not one drop of blood 
in accomplishing this enterprise. We destroyed this vil- 
lage ; and, in obedience to your orders, commenced our 
march for this post, which we were unable to reach until 
yesterday. 

I have tlie honor to be, &c. 

JAMES WHITE-^ ^ 

AMERICAN LOSS. A 

None. 9 

BRITISH LOSS. ' 

Killed eu— Prisoners 250. 



Gen, Floyd to Gen. Pinkney. 

Catahouche, Dec. 4, 18 IS. 

^^iixlraCl.] SIR — I have the honor to communicate to 
you an account of the action fought on the 29lh nil. be« 
tween part of the force under my command, and a large 
body ofthe Creek Indians. Having received information that 
the hostile Indians were assembled at Autossee, I [iroceed* 
ed thither with the force under my ^command, accompanied 
by about 3U0 friendly Indians. We encamped tlse 28Ui 
at night, within ten miles of our place of destination, and 
the next morning by half pasl C, were formed for aclioain 
front of the town. 

It was my intention to haVe completely surrounded the 
enemy, by fl/j/iayi/i()r the right of my forcrf on Canlehee 
creek, at the mouth of which, I was informed, th#lown 
stood; and resting the left on the river below the town ;*^ 
but to our surprise, as day dawned, v^e perceived a second 
town 500 yards below Autossee. The plan of at- 
tack was immediately changed ; iive companies immedi- 
ately surrounded the lower town, and the remainder attack- 
ed the up|)er. The battle now became general. The In- 
dians presented themselves at every point, and fought with 
the desperate bravery of real fanatics; but the welt direct- 
edfire of the artillery, with the charged bayonet, soon forced 
ibem to tak# shelter in their houses, and many, it is believ* 
ed; secured themselves in caves previously prepared in the 
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Wgh bank of the riven The friendly Indians were lo cross 
the river above the town, for the purpose of taking such as 
might attempt to escape ; but owing to the coldness of the 
water, they declined, after making the attempt: they cross* 
cd the creek, thronged to our flanks, and fought with an in- 
trepidity worthy of any troops. At 9 o^ciock, the enemy 
was completely driven from the plain, and the houses of 
both towns wrapped in flames, to the number of about 400. 
It is diflicult to determine the strength of the enemy, but 
the chiefs say there were assembled the warriors of eight 
towns, for the defence of Antossee, it being their beloved 

jgrouod, on which, they proclaimed, no white man could 

Approach without inevitable destruction. 

* I have the honor to be, &c* 

JOHN FLOYD. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 11 — wounded 54. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 200>--w«ounded notknown. 




Gen. Claib^mi to the Secretary of War. 
• Fort Claiborne, Jan. 1st, 1814. 

[Extract'lSlR — On the 13th ult. I marched a detachment 
from this post with a view of destroying the towns of the 
^mical Creek Indians, on the Alabama, above the mouth 
of the Cahaba. After having marched about eighty miles, 
from the best information 1 could obtain, I was within thir- 
ty miles of a town newly erected on a ground called Holy, 
[upied by a large body of the enemy, under the command 
jtherford, the half breed chief. On the morning of 
1, the troops resumed their line of march, chiefly 
through woods without a track to guide them. When near 
the town on the morning of the 23(1 my disposition for 
attack was made* — ^The troops advanced in three ooiumns. 
With the centre column I advanced myself, ordering Les- 
ter's guards and WelFs troop of dragoons to act as a corps 
of reserve. About noon the right column composed of the 
twelve month's volunteers, commanded by Col. Joseph 
Carson, came in view of the town called Eccanachaca (or 
Holy Ground)and was immediately vigorously attacked by 
the enemy, who were apprized of our approaj^)^ and b^ 
chosen their field of action. 

31 
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Before the centre, commanded by Lieut. Col. Ilussell^ 
with a part of the 3d regiment of IT. S. iiifaiitry and mount- 
ed militia nflemen, or the left column,, wfiieh was compcMk 
ed of militia and a party of Choctaws under Pushumuttaha, 
commanded by Maj. Smoot, of militia, who were ordered 
to charge, couldcome generally into action, the enemy were 
repulsed and were flying in all directions^ and many of them: 
casting away their arms. 

A pursuit was immediately ordered bnt from the nature 
of the country, nothing was effected. The town was near- 
ly surrounded by swamps and deep ravines, which render- 
ed our approach difficult, and facilitated the escape of the 
enemy, fn the town we found a large quantity of pro?!-* 
sions and immense property of various kmds, which the' 
enemy, flying precipitately, were obliged to leave behind^ 
and which, together with two hundred houses were de- 
stroyed. 

The next day was occupied in destroying a town con- 
sisting of sixty bouses, eight miles higher up the river, and 
in taking and destroyitig the enemy's boats* At the town 
last destroyed was killed three Indians of some distinc- 
tion. 

I have the honor lobe, &c^ 

FERD. L. CLAIBORNE. 

AMERICAN LOSSi ^ 

Killed 1— wounded 6. 

BRITISH LOW. 

Killed 33 — wounded not known. 



Gen. Fhyd to Gen. Pinhney. 

Gamp Deiance, Jan. 27, l|M!it 
[Extract^ SIR — I have the honor to acquaint your ex- 
cellency that this morning at 20 minutes past 5 o'clock, a 
very large body of hotile Indians made a desperate attack 
upon the army under my command. They stole upon 
the centinels, fired on them, and with great impetuosity 
rushed upon our line : in 20 minutes the action became 
general, and our front, right, and left flunks were closely 

f pressed, but the brave and gallant conduct of the field and 
ine officers, and the firmness of the men, repelled them at 
every poiab 
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The Steady firmness, and incessant fire of Ca|>t. Thomas' 
artillery, and Capt. Adams' riflemen, preserved our front 
lines. Tlie enemy rushed within 30 yards of the artillery, 
and Capt. Brodnax, who commanded one of the piquet 
g'uards, maintained his post with great bravery, until the 
enemy gained his rear, and then cut his way through 
them to the army. As soon as it became light enough 
io distinguish objects, 1 ordered Majs. Watson's and Fre- 
man's battallions to wheel up at right angles with Majors 
Booth's and Cleveland's battallious, who formed the right 
wing, to prepare for the charge. The order for the 
<;harge was promptly obeyed, and the enemy fled in every 
direction before the bayonet. From the effusion of bloody 
and the number of head dresses and war clubs found in 
various directians, their loss must have been eonsiderable^ 
iodepeudent of their wounded. 

I iiave the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN FLOYD. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 17 — wounded 132. 

BRITISH L.OS3. 

Killed 52 — wounded not known. 



Gen. Jackson io Gen, Pinkney. 

Fort Strother, Jan. 29, 1814. 
[Extract] SIR — I had ordered 800 Tennessee volun-- 
teersto join me on t'l||.10th inst. but they did not arrive 
until the 14th ; the n^k day they, with the force before 
with me, 130, marched across the river to graze our horses. 
The motives which influenced, me to penetrate further into 
the enemy's couiitrj were many and urgent. 1 received a let- 
ter from Col. Snod^rass, informing me that an attack was 
soon to be made on tort Armstrong, by 900 of the enemy, coU 
lected from New Youka, Oakfuskee, and Ufauley towns, 
and were concentrated in the bend of the Tallapoosee. If 
I could have hesitated before, I could now hesitate no longer. 
On the 19th I encamped at Entochapco ; here I soon per- 
ceived how little knowledge my spies had of the country, 
of the situation of the enemy, or of the distance \ve were 
from them, and the insubordination of the new troops, and 
want of skill in their officers, became more apparent ; but 
xny wiiihes and my duty remained united. 
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We arrived within a few miles of our destination llie 21at; 
and encamped on a hig-h piece of ground ; about 10 
o'clock at night our picket fired upon a few of the enemy, and 
killed one. At 11 o'clock our spies returned with infor- 
mation that a large body of the entmy were encamped 
about three mHes distant. Being prepared at all |>oints^ 
nothing remained to be done, but await their approach, or 
be in readiness to attack them by day light. The enemy 
attacked our left Hank, about 6 o'clock in the morning, 
which was vigorously met by our troops ; the attack lasted 
half w hour. So soon as it became light enough to pur- 
sue the enemy, the brave Gen. Coffee led on our troops to the 
charge ; the enemy was completely routed at every point, 
and chased two miles with great slaughter. Gen. Coffee 
was now sent with 400 troops to reconnoitre the enemy's 
camp, who returned after satisfying himself of their strength. 
In half an hour a considerable force of the enemy made its 
appearance on my right flank, and attacked us with great 
spirit. Gen. Coffee requested 200 men of me for the pur- 

Eose of turning their left flank, which was granted ; but 
y some mistake, not observed at the time, only 54 followed 
him, who were chiefly old volunteer officers. With this" 
little band of heroes, the Gen. attacked it, and drove them 
from the ground } at the same time 200 friendly Indians 
-were ordered to fall upon their right, and co-operate with the 
General. This order was soon obeyecLand in its execution, 
what 1 expected, was realized. Thd^emy intended the at! 
tack on my right as a feint, and sa<p attacked my left with 
their main force, which they hoped' to find weakened and in 
disorder — they were disappointed — the whole line met the 
attack with firmness and astonishing intrepidity, and havinir 
given a few fires charged with great vigor ; the effect waw 
immediate and inevitable. The enemy fled with precipi- 
tation, and were pursued to a considerable distance with 
great slaughter. In the mean time Gen. Coffee was con- 
tending with a superior force, the Indians having joined 
my left. Jim Fife, with lOO'frienclly Indians, I forthwith 
ordered to his assistance ; he no sooner reached the spot 
than th# General made a charge, and the enemy were rout- 
ed and driven three miles, with the loss of 45 slain. I was 
determined to commence a return march the next morning. 
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as» luy provisions were nearly consumed. I considered it 
not necessary to pursue them any farther, as the object of 
a general engagement would be more certainly attained by 
cammencing a return, which, to them, would have the ap- 
pearance of a retreat, and would inspire them with new 
courage to pursue me ; aiid not prudent because of my 
wounded, the starving condition of my horses, they not 
having neither eat coi n nor cane for two days, and of the 
scarcity of my provisions — influenced by these considera- 
tionS; I commenced my return march on the 23d and reach- 
ed Enolachopco that night. I took a different F0ut6|ftSbm 
the one we came in, to avoid a deep defile between two 
mountains. Having a deep creek to pass J issued a gener- 
al order pointing out the manner in whi«h the men should 
be formed, in case of an attack. The front guard and the 
wounded had crossed, when an alarm gun was heard in the 
rear. I heard it without surprise, and even with pleasure, . 
as I calculated on the firmness of my troops, from the man- 
ner in which I had seen them act on the 22d. Having 
chosen ihe ground, I expected to have entirely out off the 
enemy, by wheeling the right and left columns on their pi- 
vots, recrossing the creek above and below, and falling 
upon their flanks and rear. But to my astonishment, after 
a few guns had been fired, I beheld the right and left col- 
umns of the rear guard give way. This shameful retreat 
was disastrous in the extreme; drawing witu it the greater 
part of the centre coldmn, and producing consternation 
and dismay in the whole army. There was lefl to oppose 
the enemy a few of the rear guard,: the artillery, and Capt. 
Kusselfs company of spies; they realized, and exceeded 
my best expectations. Never was there more bravery dis- 
played than on this occasion. Amidst the most galling 
fire J'rom the enemy, more than ten times their number, 
they ascended the bill. In the hurry of the moment, in 
separating the gun from the limbers, the rammer and picker 
were left tied to it. No sooner was this discovered than 
Crave;n Jackson, and Constantine Perkins, gunners, found 
means to replace them ; Jackson amidst the galling fire of 
the enemy, pulled out the ramrod of his musket, used it as 
a picker, primed with a cartridge, and fired the cannon. 
Perkins having taken off his bayonet, used his gun as a 
rammer, aud Jackson using his former plan, -again dis« 
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charged her. Lieut. Armstrong- booh fell, and exciainieA 
as he lay, ' my brave fellows^ same of you may fall, but ymK, 
must save tfie cannon,* At this time a number crossed the 
creek, and entt^red into the chase^ when they were pursued 
more than two miles, fleeing in consternation, throwing 
away their packs, and teft 23 of their warriors dead on the 
field. This last defeat was decisive. 

I am, sir, wiih sentiments of respect, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

• Killed 20— wounded 75. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 235 — wounded^ not known. 

Gen. Jackson to Governor Biount. 

Fort Williams, March 31, 1814. 

[Extract.^ SfR — I have just returned from the expedi- 
tion which 1 advised yon in my last I ivas about to make 
to the Xallapoosee ; and hasten to acquaint you with the 
good fortune which attended it. 

I took up the line of march from this place on the morn- 
ings of the 21st inst. and having opened a passage of 52 1-2 
miles over the ridges which divide the waters of the two riv- 
ers, I reached the bend of the Tallapoosee, three miles be- 
yond where I had the engagement of the 22d of January, 
and at the southern extremitv of New-Youka, on the 
moniing of the 27th. This bend resembles in its curva- 
ture that of a horse shoe, and is thence called by that name 
among the whites. Nature furnishes few situations so elli- 
gible for defence, and barbarians have never rendered one 
more secure by art. Across the neck of the bend which 
leads into it from the north, they had erected a breast-work 
of the greatest compactness and strength^ from five to 
eight feet high, and prepared with double port holes very 
artfully arranged. The tigui-e of this wall manifested no 
less skill in the projection of it, than its construction ; an 
army could not approach it without being exposed to a 
double and cross tire from the enemy, who lay in perfect 
security behind it. 

In this bend the warriors from Oakfusky, Oakehagu, 
New-Youka, HiUibee, the Fish Ponds, and Eufanta towns, 
Apprised of our approach, had collected their strength' 
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Their exac5t number cannot be ascertained ; but it is said 
by the prisoners we bave taken, to hav^ been a thousand. 

flarly on the morning of the STth, having encamped the 
preceding- night at the distance of five mijes from them, I 
detailed Gen. Coffee with the mounted men, and nearly the 
whole of the Indian force, to cross the river at a ford aboul 
3 miles below their encampment, and to surround the bend 
in such a manner that none of them should escape by at- 
tempting to cross the river. With the remainder of the 
forces I proceeded slowly and in order, along the point of 
land which led to the front of their breast-work ; having 
planted my cannon (one six and one three pounder) on an 
eminence at the distance of 150 or 200 yards from it, I 
opened a brisk tire, playing upon the 6nemy with the mus- 
kets and rifles whenever they shewed themselves beyond 
it ; this was kept up, with short interruptions, for about two 
hours, when a part of the Indian force, and Capt. Russell's 
and Lieut Bean's companies of spies, who had accompani- 
ed Gen. Coffee, crossed over in canoes to the extremity of 
the bend, and set ffi*e to the buildings which were there sit^ 
uated ; they then advanced wilh great gallantry towards 
the breast-work> and commenced a spirited fire upoB the 
enemy behind it. 

Finding that this force, notwithstanding the bravery they 
displayed, was wholly insufficient to dislodge them, and 
that Gen. Coffee had entirely secured the opposite bank 
of the river, I now determined to take their works by storm. 
The men by whom this was to be effected had been waiting* 
with impatience to receive their order,, and hailed it with 
acclamation. 

The spirit which animated them was a sure augury of 
the success which was to follow. The history of warfare 
furnishes few instances of a more brilliant attack — ^the re- 
gulars led on by their intrepid and skillful commander, CoL 
Williams, and by the gallant Majpr Montgomery, soon 
gained possession of the works in the midst of a most tre- 
mendous fire from behind them, and the militia of the ven- 
erable Gen. Doherty'^ brigade, accompanied them in the 
chargerwitha vivacity and firmness that would have done 
honor to regulars. The fighting continued with «ome se^ 
verity about five hours. 
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According to my original purpose, I commenced my re- 
turn march for fort Williams to-day, and shall, if I find 
supplies there, hasten to the Hickory ground. The power 
of the Creeks i«i, I think, for ever broken. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 26— Wounded 106. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 82a— Prisoners 250- 



CHAPTER XI. 

CAPT. PORTER'S CRUIZE. 

Capt. ITorler to the /Secretary of the Navy. 
I). S- P. Es»ex, Pacific Ocean, July 2, 1813. 

SIR — On the 23d March last, I sailed, shapingr u\V 
course to the northward, and on the 26th of the same 
month, fell in with the Peruvian corsair ship Nereyda, 
mounting 15 guns : she had a few da^s before, captured 
two American whale ships, the crews of which (amounting 
in number to 24 men) were then detained prisoners on 
board her ; and tlicy assign no other motive for the cap- 
ture, than that they were the allies of G. Britain, and as 
such, should capture all American vessels they could fall 
in with ; therefore, to prevent in future such vexatious pro- 
ceedings, I threw all her armament into the sea, liberated 
the Americans, and dismissed the Nerevda. 

I then proceeded with aM possible dispatch for Lima, to 
intercqit one of the deta?n1ld vessels, which had parted with 
the Nereyda only three days before, and was so fortunate 
as to arrive there and recapture her on the 5th April, at the 
moment she was entering the port. This vessel (the ship 
Barclay, Capt, Gideon Randall, of New Bedford,) I look 
under my protection, and have had her with me ever since. 

From Lima, I proceeded for Galapagos Island where I 
captured the following British Letters of marque ships. 

Montezuma, 2 guns, 21 men — Policy, 10 guns, 26 men 
— Georgiana, 6 guns, 25 men — Atlantic, 8 guns, 24 men — 
and Greenwich, 10 guns, 25 men. 
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The Georgiana beings reputed a very fast sailer, and ap*, 
pai*entl} vie\l calculated for a cruizeri I mounted 16 gunfl 
on her and gave the command of her to that exceUeni.offi* 
cer, Lieut. John Downes, with a complement of 42 men* 

Lieut. Downes joined me at Tumbez, near Gaiaquil, on 
the coast of Peru* on the 24th June, at\er capturing three 
Letter of Marque ships. 

Hector^ 1 1 guns 25 men — Catherine, 8 guns, 29 men — 
Rose, 8 guns, 21 men. 

I found, by experience, that the Georgiana did not de« 
serve the character given ot her for sailing. I therefore 
shipped her officers and crew to tj^e Atlantic^ and amount- 
ed on her 2U guns, with a complement of GO men, atdap^ 
pointed midshipman Rich. Dashiel), acting sailing mastery 
on board her ; to this veHsel I gave the name of Essex Ju* 
nior. I also fitted up the ship Greenwich as a More ship, 
and mounted on her 20 guns, placing her under theicom* 
rnand of Lieut. Gamble, otthe marines. Ou board -ber I 
have put all the provisions and stores of my other prizes^ 
except a supply of three and a liajf months for eaqh,. and 
have by this means secured myself a full supply of every 
necessary article for seven months. 1 bad hoped to dis- 

Eose of my other prizes at Guiaquil : the Govs, in Peru, 
owever, are excessively alarmed at my appearance on the 
cojist, as my fleet now amounts to nine sail of vessels, ajl 
formidable in their appearance, and they would if they dare, 
treat us with a hostility little short of declared enemies. 

Indeed, sir, when 1 coin|)are my present situation with 
>vhat it was when I doubled Cape JElorn, I cannot but es- 
teem myself fortunate in an extraordinary degree. .There 
my ship was shattered by temjiestuous weather, and dflati^t 
tute of every thing; my officers and- crew halt' starved, ua^ 
ked| and worn out with I'aligue. Now, sir, my ship is in 
prime order, abundantly supplied with every tliingi.neces- 
sary for her. I have a noble ship for a consort of 2Q guns» 
and well manned, a store ship ot* 2U guns, and well sup- 
plied with the best of every thing Ijiat we may want, and 
prizes which would be worth in ^England two miilions of 
dollars: and what renders the comparison more pleasing, 
the enemy has rnrnished all. 

The times of my best men have expired ; but their at* 
tachroent to the ship, and their zeal for the service we are 

32 
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■ 

eng^agfed on, prevent all complaints on that account. It is 
not probable that you will he.ir of me for several months IQ 
come, unless some dTsasler happens ; but I beg leave to 
assure vou, sir, that I shall not be idle. 
1 have the honor to be, (kc. 

D. PORTER. 



Losn of fori Niagara. — Gen. M'Clure, about the first of 
Dec. 1813, abandt)iied fort Georgje, in Canada, and burnt 
the town of Newark, adjoining it, as a measure, to 
prevent the enemy's occupying fort George after he had 
left it. On the 18th of the same month, the British crossed 
to Lewistown, in considerable force, and burnt it to the 
ground ; when their Allies were set at liberty, and indulg- 
ed freely in their brutal excesses, in murdering our defence- 
less citizens ; they then attacked and burnt Manchester, 
and Tuscarora, the latter an Indian town. In the mean 
time the British attacked fort Niagara, and took it by storm, 
at 4 o'clock on the morning of the 19th; the gate being 
open, they suqirised the picket, and ttitered the fort before 
they- w«ere discovered, when a »ceneW terrible slaughter 
took place. They were not opposed by any, except a few 
wounded men in the southeast block house, and a few of 
the guard ; but, strange as it may appear, the enemy bay- 
onetled about 80 of our men, chiefly, after they had cried 
for quarters. The preceding facts were sworn to before a 
justice, by Robert Lee, a gentleman of Lewistown^ who 
was in the fort when taken. 



Bvmififf of Buffaloe and Black Hock. — Soon after the 
storming of fort Niagara, and the burning of Lewistown, 
&€• M»j. Gen. Hall repaired to the frontiers, for the pur- 
pose of collecting a force, if militia) sufficient to defend 
Buffaloe and Black Rock. From the 22d Dec. to the 29th, 
Geu. Hall had collected about 2000 troops, militia and ex- 
empts, but was reduced to 1200 by desertions, on the mor- 
ning of the battle of the 30th. In the evening of the 29lh 
(says Gen. Hall, in a letter of the 30th Dec. to Gov. Tomp- 
kins,) at about 12 o'clock, I received information that one 
of our patroSes had been tired on, one mile below Black 
Rock. The enemy advanced and took possession of the 
Zialte/j near Gonjokaties creek. The troops were imme- 
^iately /brmed, and stood b\ iVvevc ^\ui^. I was uot yet 
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certain \vhat point the enemy meant to attack. Bein^ 
anxious to anticipate the enemy's landing, and meet him at 
the water's edge, I gave orders for the troops at the Rock, 
to nlbick the enemy, and dislodge them from the battery, 
and* to drive them to their boats. The atteqdpt failed 
through the confusion into which the militia were thrown, 
oil the first fire of the enemy, and the darkness of the night. 
I then ordered the corps under Major Adams, and Col. 
Chapin to makethe attack. These three detachments were 
thrown into confusion, and were of no service afterwards. 
As the day dawned, 1 discovered a detachment of the en- 
emy's boats crossing to our shore, and bending their course 
towards the rear of Gen. Porter's house. I immediately 
ordered Col. Blakeslie to attack the enemy's force at the 
water's eCige. I now became satisfied as to tlie disposition 
and object of the enemy. Their left wing composed of 
IOi)0 regulars, militia, and Indians, had been landed below 
the creek, under cover of the night. With their centre, 
consisting of 400 royal Scots, commanded by Col. Gordon, 
the battle was commenced. Their right which was pur* 
posely weak, was landed near the main battery, merely to 
divert our force, the whole under ihe immediate command 
of Lieut, ien. Drummond, and led on by Maj.Gen. RialL 
They were attacked by four field pieces in the battery and 
at the water's edge ; at the same time the battery from the 
other side of the river opened a heavy fire upon us, of shells, 
hot shot, and ball. The whole force now opposed to th^ 
enemy was at most, not over 600 men, the remainder hav- 
ing fled, in spite of the exertions of their ofiicers. These 
few, but brave men, disputed every inch of ground, with the 
steady coolness of veterans, at the expence of many valua- 
ble lives. The defection of the militia, and the reserve, 
and loss of the services of the cavalry, by reason of the 
ground on which they must act, left the forces engaged, 
exposed to the enemy's fire in front and flank. After 
standing their ground for half an hour, op)X)sed by an over- 
whelming force, and nearly surrounded, a retreat became 
necessary to their safely, and was accordingly ordered. I 
then made every efibrt to rally the troops, with a view to at- 
tack their columns as they entered the village of Bufialoe; 
but all in vain. Deserted by my principal force, I fell back 
tliat night to Eleven Mile creek, and was forced to leave 
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the flourishing villng'es of Black Rock and Buflkloe a prey 
tbtheenemVf which Uiey have pillaged and laid in ashes. 
They have gained bnt little plunder t'roni the public stores; 
the chief loss has fallen upon individuals.' 
* Our loss was 50 killed— 40 wounded — and 69 missing, 
and one cannon. ' I regret to add, (says Gen. Hall, to 
Gov. Tompkins in his letter of J<in. 13) that on repossess- 
sit g the battle ground, we collected 50 d.^ad bodies, }et 
nnbuned, uf the battle oi the ^Oth ult. The enemy admit 
their iQss to be, in killed and wounded, 300/ 

CoL Butler to Gen. Harrison. 

Detroit, March 7, 1814. 

[Extract] SIR — By Lieut. Shannon, of the 27th regi- 
ment U. S. iniaiitry, 1 have the honor to inform >ou, that 
a detachment oi the troops under my command, led by 
Cipt. Holmes, of the 24lh regiment U.S. infantry, have 
obtained a signal victory over the enemy. 

The aftair took place on the 4th uist. about 100 mil6s 
from this place, on the nver De Trench. Our force con- 
sisted of no more than IGO rangers and mounted infantry. 
The enemy, had from their own acknowledgment, 23tt. 
The fine light company of the royal Scots is tolaII\ destroy- 
ed ; they led the attack nmst gallantly, and their comman- 
der fell withm ten paces of our front line. The light com- 
pany of the 89th has also suffered severely ; one officer of 
that company fell, one is a prisoner, and another is said to 
be badly wounded. In killed, and wounded, and prison 
ers, the enemy lost about 80 — whilst on our part there were 
but four kilu-d and lour wounded. This great disparity 
intheloss on e:ich side isto be attributed to the very judicious 
position occupied by Cript. Holmes, who compelled the ene^ 
mytoattack htm at great disadvantage; this, even more than 
his crallantry,, merits the laurel. 

We took one hundred head of cattle also from the ene- 
my, intended for Long Point or Buiiinuton. 

^H. BUTLER. 



WARRINGTON'S VICTORY. 

Capt, M arringUm to the Secretary of the Navjf. 

U. S. sloop Peacock, at sea, April 20, 1814. 
[Extract'] SIR — 1 have the honor to inform you, that 
>ye have this rnormng captured, a;fler an action of 42 min- 
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ut€S, his majesty's brig Epervier, rating' and mounting' 18 
32 pound carrOnadeH, with 128 incni, of >^h(ink 11 uere 
killed and 15 wounded. Not a nnai. in th^ P. .•rcifk was 
killed, and only two wounded, neither dapperous'y ^o. 
T tie fate of the Epervier would have been determined in 
much less tinne, but for the cMrcnnistiince of onr fore-vard 
being totally disabled by two round shut in the starbi»ard 
quarter from hertirst broadside, which entirely iie|M'i\t(i us 
of the useof our fore and foi-e-top-sails, and compelled a^to 
keep the ship large throughout tlie remainder ot the action. 

This, with a few top-mast and top>gallant back sta\.>cut 
away, a few shot through our sails, is the on y injury the 
Peacock has sustained. Not a round .shot touched our 
hull; our masts and spars are as sound as ever. When 
the enemy struck, he bad five feet water in his hold, his 
main-top-mast was over the side, his mam boom shut away, 
his fore-mast cut nearly in two and tottering, his fore rig- 
ging and stays shot away, his bowsprit badly wounded, and 
45 shot holes in his hull, 20 of which were within a toot of 
his water line. By great exertio.:, we got her in sailing 
order just as the dark came on. 

In 15 minutes after the enemy struck, the Peacock was 
ready for another action, in every respect but her fore-yard, 
which was sent down, finished, and had the fore-sail set 
again in 45 minutes — such was the spirit and activity of 
our gallant crew. The Epervier had under her convoy 
an English hermaphrodite brig, a Russian and a Spanisti 
ship, ivhich all hauled their wind and stood to the £. N. 
£. I had determined upon pursuing the former, but koand 
that it would not answer to leave our priv^e in her then 
crippled state ; and the more particularly so, as we found 
she bad 8 i20.(XK) in specie, which we soon transferred to 
this sloop. Every officer, seaman, and marine did his duty, 
irhich is the highest compliment I can pay them* 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

L. WARRINGTON. 

' AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed none — wounded 2. 

BRITISH IX)SS. ' 

Killed 11 — wounded 16 — ^[>risoners 117. 
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Lieut. Woohei/ lo Com. Chauncey. 

hackett'^ Harbor, June 1, 1814. 

[Exlract.l SIR — I had the h6nor lo receive per expreM 
yourcominunicationof the 27lh, vestin^in une discretionary 
powers, I immediately despatched Mr. Dixon in the lon^ 
«^i^ to reconnoitre the coast, and went with my oificeni to the 
falls, to run the boats down over the rapids. At ftun net 
we arrived at Oswego with the boats (19 in number) load- 
ed in 4ill with 21 long 32 f)ounders« 10 24 pouiiders, 3 42 do, 
(carronades) and 10 cables, besides some light art.des, 
and distributed in the batteanx a guard of about 150 rifle- 
men, under command of Major Ap|)ling. Mr. Dixon 
having returned with a report of the coast being clear, wc 
set off at dark and arrived at Big Salmon river about sao- 
rise on the 29lh, with the loss of one boat ha,viug on board 
jtwo 24 pounders and one cable. 

At Big Salmon we met the Oneidas, whom I had des* 
patched the day previous, under the command of Lieut. 
Hill, of the rifle regiment. As soon as they had taken up 
their line of march along the shore to Big Sandy Creek,! 
started with all the boats and ^arrived at our place of desti- 
nation about two miles up the Creek. At 2 P. M. on the 
30th, I received your Istter of the 29th; 6 P. M. per express^ 
and agreeably to the order contained therein, sent LieuL 
Fierce to look out as far as Stony Point: about 6 he returned, 
having been pursued by a gun boat and three barges. The 
best possible disposition was made of the riflemen and In- 
dians, about half a mile below our boats. About 8 A.M. 
a cannonading at long shot was commenced by 'the enemy, 
and believing (as I did)lhat no attempt would be made to 
land with their small force^ I ordered Lieut, Pierce to pro- 
ceed in erecting sheers and%iaking preparations to unload 
the boats. About 9 o'clock Capt. Harris with a squadron 
of dragoons, and Capt. Melvin with a company of light 
artillery and 2 6-pounders, arrived. Capt. Harris th^ com-, 
manding officer, agreed with me that this reinforcement 
should halt, as the troops best calculated for a bush tight 
were already on the ground, where they could act to the 
greatest advantage, and that the enemy seeing a large re* 
enforcement arrive would most probably retreat. About 
10, the enemy having landed and pushed up the creek with 
four gun boats, three cutters, and one gig — the riflemen 
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under that excellent oflScer, Major Appling*, arose from 
their concealment, and after a smart fire of about 10 min- 
utes, succeeded in capturing all the boats and their crews, 
without one havin;^ escaped. At about 5 P. M. buried, 
with the honors of war, Mr. Hoare (a British midshipman) 
kilted in the action. 

The enemy's loss in this affair, is 4 gun boats, one car- 
rying 1 24 pounder, and one 68 lb. carronade ; each of the 
others parrying two heavy guns j two cutters and 1 gig. 
1 have the honor to be, ^r. 

M. T. WOOLSEY- 

AMERICAN I^OSS. 

Killed none — wounded 5. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 14 — wounded 28 — prisoners 169. 



LOSS OF THE ESSEX. 
Capi. Pmter to the Secretary of the Navy. 

Essex Junior, at sea, July ^, 1814. 
{Extract!] SIR — I sailed from the Delaware, Oct. 27, 
1812, and repaired to Port Praya, Noronho, and Cape Frio. 
On my passage froit Port Praya to Noronho, I captUMdp^ 
his 6. M. packet Norton ; after taking out 11,000 pounds 
sterling iu specie, sent her for America. Off Cape Frio 
I captured a schooner with hides and tallow, and sent her 
into Porto Rico. I proceeded to St. Catherines to supply 
iny ship with provisions. From St. Catherines I shaped 
Ihy coui*se for the Pacific, and arrived at Valparaiso March 
14, 181-3. Of ilie success we met with in onr next cruise 
you have been informed in my letter of July 2, 1813. I re- 
ceived information that the Phoebe frigate, and Racoon 
and Cherub sloops of war, were in pursuit of me. My 
. ship, after being near a year at sea, required sOme repairs 
to pat her in a state to meet them ; which I determined to 
do, and repaired, with my prizes, to the Island of Nooa- 
-Jieevah, or Madison Island, where I completely overhaul- 
ed my ship, and took on board, from the prizes, provisions 
and stores for upwards of four months, and sailed for the 
coast of Chili, Dec. 12, 1813. Previous to sailing I secur- 
ed the Seringapatam, Greenwich, and Sir A. Hammond, 
under the guns of a battery which I had erected i'or their 
iprotection; (after takings possession of tliis tine Island, for 
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the Uniter] States, aiid esiriblishing the most friendly ifiler- 
Gout'se .vith tts natives) I lett them under the care of LieuL 
Gamble iind 21 ineiiy with* orders to repair to Valparaiso 
after a ceriaiii period. Believinj( C >m. Ilillyer would be 
most likel} to Hpi^env at yaiparaiso lirst, I tiierefore deter- 
mined to cnnse aho>it that place* Agreeably to my ex- 
pectations the Com. arrived at that place ; but, contrary, la 
my wishes, he brought with him tlie Cherub Kk)op of 
war, mountin*^ 28 ^u:is, and a com|)lemeiit of 180 men. 
The force of the Piioebr, the Commodore's Aug ship, was 
30 long 18 pouiiderN, 115 32 lb. carronades, and 7 3 poun- 
ders in her tops, in all .'33. j^uus, and a crew of 320 men; 
making* a force ot 81 (>uiis and 500 men*/ The force of 
the Essex was 40 32 lb. carro.»adesand(i long Iwel'/es, and 
her crew had been reitncea by ma.Hiinfr out hey: prizes to 
255 men. They provisioned, and went off the port for the 
purj)Oj*e of blockading me. I ot'tun endejivored to provoke 
a challenge, and brii.g the Fnoebe alone to action \iith the 
Essex, but without success. Tliere were no hopes of any 
advantages to my country d'om a. longer stay in port; I 
therefore determined to put to sea the first opportunity^ 
The 28th of murch, the dav ^ttir this i^oiutiou Mas fornix 
ed, the wind blew tresh trumlhe south, when I patted my 
larboard cable and drugged iLrectiy out to sea. Not a 
moment was to be lost ni j^elling sail on the ship. On 
rounding the point a heavy squi»il struck us, and carried 
away our mam top-niast, ;>reci; italing four men into the 
sea, who drowned. B./h sltips now gave chase; seeing I 
could not recover m\ former anchorajre m.mv disabled 
state, I ran close ;:'lo a small I)ay9 and imchored within pis* 
tol shot of the shore, iimicr cover oi' I wo batteries off Val- 
paraiso, which iei.i; ni'Utral Wtre bound to protect me ; at 
least till 1 tiad ref;aneii dani:i;^es, I haci notsucceeded in 
repairing or gtitaij^ a sjirsng on my cable when the enemy 
at 54 nimules piai 3> P. M mude his attack. The Phoebe 
placing herseh u» tier my stern, and the Cherub oit my star- 
board bow ; biittiiKl.ng iLat Situation a hot one, she liore 
up and run Uiuier uiy stern also, wiiere both ships kept np 
a raking fire. 1 ti.d got 3 long 12 pounders out of tie 
stern poi in, w li:ch were worked with so much bra^very thiit 
in hah a. l;..i.r i.e so disahied both as to compel them to 
haul ofl to rcj/air d<uuv»ge», Mjf i|iip had received many 
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injuries, and several had been killed and wounded, but all 
ap|ieared determined to detend the ship to the last, aud to 
die in preference to a shameful surrender. The enemy 
Koon repaii'ed his damages, and made a fresh attack with 
both shirs on my starboard quarter, cut of reach of my car- 
ronades, and where my siern (^uns could not be brouj^ht to 
bear — he there kept up a g^alhng fire which it waf% out of 
uiy power to return. Tiieouly rope not cut was the tiyiuj^ 
gib halliards, aud that bein<; the oidy sail I could set, I 
caused it to be hoisted, my cables to be cut, au<l run down 
on both ships, with an intention of Inying the Phoebe on 
board. 

The tiring on both sides was now tremendous ; I had 
let fall my fore- topsail and foresail, but the want of tacks 
and sheets rendered them useless, yet were we enabled for 
a short time to close with the enemy, although our decks 
were strewed with the dead, our cockpit filled with 
wounded, our ship had been several times on fire, and a 
perfect wi'eck, we were still encourage(! to hope to save 
her, as the Cherub in her crippled state, had been compel- 
led to haul off. Tiie Phoebe, from our disabled state, was 
enabled to edge ctiy and choose her distance, for her long 
guns, and kept up such a tremendous fire, as to mow down 
my brave companions by the dozen. I now gave up all 
liopes of closing with him, and determined to run on shore, 
land my men, and destroy the vessel. We had approach- 
ed the shore within musket shot, when in an instant the 
wind shifted, and payed our head down on the Phoebe* — 
My ship was now totally unmanageable; yet, as her head 
was toward the eneniy, and he to the leeward of me, I 
8till hoped to be able to board him. Finding the enemy 
was determined to avoid being boarded, and my ship aljirm- 
ingly on tire, and the slaugliter on board having become 
most horrible, I directed a hawser to be bent to the sheet 
anchor, and the bow anchor to be cut, to bring her head 
round : this succeeded, and we again got our guns to bear; 
but the hawser soon gave way, and left us a perfect wreck. 
The flames were bursting up the hatchway, and no ho- en 
were entertained of saving the ship, as a quantity of pow* 
cler had already exploded, and the fire had nearly reached 
the magazine, which served to increase the horrorsitof our 
»<ituation. 1 therefore directed those who c^uld swim* t<i 

:38 
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jump overboard, and gain the shore. Some reached it-^ 
some were taken by the enemy— ^and some perished. We 
who remained, turned our attention wholly to extinguishing' 
the flames ; when we had succeeded, went again to our 
guns, where the firing wa» kept up for some minutes. AU 
most every gun having been dismounted, and the impossi- 
bihty of making further attempts to capture our antago- 
nistSy and the entreaties of the remainder of my brave crew, 
to surrender to save the wounded, I sent for the officers of 
divisions to consult them, but what was my surprise, to find 
only acting Lieut. M'Knight remaining. I was informed 
that the cockpit, steerage, wardroom, and birth-deck would 
contain no more wounded; and that the ship was filling 
with water very fast. The enemy were enabled from the 
fimoothnesa of the water, to take aim at us as a target — in 
fine, 1 saw no hopes of saving my vessel, or making my es* 
cape^ and at 20 minutes past 3 P. M. gave the painful or-- 
der to strike the colors. Seventy-five men, including ofii* 
cers, were all that remained of my crew when the colors 
were struck, capable of doing duty. I directed an oppo- 
site gun fired to shew we intended no further resistance ; 
but they did not desist; a number of men were killed by 
my side and in other parts of the ship. I now believed be 
intended to show us no quarter, and thought it would be as 
well to die with my flag flying as struck^ and was on the 
point of again hoisting it, when 10 minutes after hauling 
the colors down, he ceased firing. 

I must, in justification of myself and crew observe, that 
with our ^tor twelve puundersonly, we fought this action, our 
carronade^ being almost useless. 

©ur loss is 58 killed — ti5 wounded — and 3.1 missing—^ 
total 154» I have the honor to be, &c. 

DAVID PORTER. 



Col. Mitchell to Gen. Brown^ 

H- a. Oswego, May 8, 1814. 
[Extract] SIR — I informed yon of ray arrival at fork 
Oswego on the 30th ult. This post being but occasion- 
ally and not recently occupied by regular troops, was in a 
bad state of defence. Of cannon we had but five old guns, 
three of which had lost their trunnions. What could be 
flone ift the way of repair was effected. On Ihe^^th inst.- 
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Ihe British naval force consisting of four large ships, three 
brigs and a number of gun and other boats were descried 
at reveille beating about seven miles from the fort. Infor- 
mation was immediately given to Gapt. Woolsey of the 
navy, (who was at Oswego village) and to' the neighbor- 
ing militia. It being doubtful on which side of the river 
the enemy would attempt to land, and my force (290 ef- 
fectives) being too small to bear division, I ordered the 
tents in store to be pitched on the village side, while I oc- 
cupied the other with my whole force. It is probable that 
this artifice bad its effeet, and determined the enemy to at- 
tack where, from appearances, they expected the least op* 
position. About 1 o'clock the fleet approached. Fifteen 
boats, large and crowded with troops, at a given signal, 
moved slowly to the shore. These were preceded b^ gun«: 
boats sent to rake the woods and cover the landing, while 
the larger vessels operied a fire upon the fort. Capt. 
Boyle and LieuL Legate, (so soon as the debarking boats 
got within range of our shot) opened upon them a very 
successful fire from the shore battery, and compelled them 
twice to retire. They at length returned to the ships and 
the whole stood off from the shore for better anchorage. 
One of the enemy's boats which had been deserted, wa$ 
taken up by us, and some others by the militia. The first 
mentioned was sixty feet long, carried thirty-six oars and 
three sails, and could accommodate 150 men. She had 
received a ball through her bow,, and was nearly filled 
with water. 

At day break on the 6th the fleet appeared bearing up 
under easy sail. They took a position^irectly against 
the fort and batteries, and for three hours kept up a heavy 
fire of grape, &c. Finding that the enemy had effected a 
landing, I withdrew my small disposable force into the 
rear of the fort, and wi4h two companies met their advanc- 
ing columns, while the other companies engaged the flanks 
of the enemy. Lieut. Pierce of the navy and some sea- 
men, joined in the attack and fought with their character- 
istic bravery. We maintained our ground about thirty 
minutes, and as long as consisted with my further duty of 
defending the public stores deposited at the falls^ which no 
doubt formed the principal object of the expedition on the 
part of the enemy. Nor was this movement made precipi* 
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lately. I halted within 400 yards of the fort. Capt. Ro- 
niayne's company formed the rear g'uard, and, remaininff 
with it, I marched to this place in good order, destroying 
the hridjfes in my rear. The enemy landed six hundred 
of De \Vattevitle*s rejriment, six hundred marines, two 
com{>anies of the Glengary corps, and three hundred and 
fifty seamen. 

Gen. Drummond and Com. Yeo were the land and na* 
val commanders. They hunted the old barracks and 
evacuated the fort about 3 o'clock in the morning of the 7th. 

Our loss in killed is six; in wounded 38 — and in mis* 
sing, 25. The enemy lost 70 killed, and 165 wounded, 
frowned, and prisoners. 

Gen. Brown to the Secretary of War. * 

H. a Chippewa, July 7, 1814. 

[Extract.] SIR — On the 2d inst, I issued orders for 
crossing the Niagara, and made arrangements deemed ne- 
cessary for secunng the garrison of fort Erie — the 3d, thftt 
post surrendered, at 5 P. A}. Our loss in this affair, was 
4 wounded. — 137 prisoners, including I Major, I Capt. 8 
Lieuts. and 1 ensign, with the ammunition and cannon be- 
lo rg.ng to tlie post were surrendered to us. ' 

On the morning of the 4th, Brig. Qen. Scott, was order- 
ed to advance towards Chippewa, and be governed by 
circumstances ; taking care to secure a good military '^w- 
sition for the night ; after some skirmishi.ig, he selected 
this [)lain with the eye of a soldier, his right resting on the 
river, and a ra\ri|^ being in f'-ont. At 1 1 at night I joined 
him, with the reserve under Brig. Gen. Ripley, with our 
field and batteri g train, and corps of artillery. The next 
morning Ge:i. Porte»* arhved with a part of the Pennsylva- 
nia and N. York volunteers, and some Indians. Early in 
the morniiig of the 5th, the enemy commenced a petty war 
upon our pickets, and, as he was indulged, his presumptioi^ 
increased, 

Al 4 P. M. agreeably to my orders. Gen. Porter advanc- 
ed irom the rear ^f our camp, taking the woods in order to 
keep out of view of the enemy, in hopes of surrounding 
therr scouting parties. In half an hour Porter's command 
met the light part es and drove them to campr; and near 
C^/jij^pewa, met their whole column in order of battle^ f 
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nmmedialely onlered Gen. Scott to advance with his bri- 
g'ade, and Towson!s artillery, who met them upon the hiofh 
plain in front of our camp. He advanced in the most offi- 
cerlike style, and in afew minutes was in close action^ with 
a superior force of British regulars. Gen. Porter's com- 
mand had fjiven way, and fled in every direction, which 
caused ScoU's left flank to be jfreatly exposed. Capt. 
Harris, with his dragoons, was directed to stop the the fu- 
gitives, behind the ravnie fronting our camp; Gen. Ripley 
was directed to pass to the left and skirt the woods, so as 
to keiep out of view, and fall upon the rear of the enemy's 
right flank. This order was f)romptly ob( yed, and the 
greatest exertions made to close with the enemy, but in 
vain; for such was the zeal and activity of the line com- 
manded by Gen. Scott, that it was not to be checked. 
MaJ. Jessup, commanding the left flank, finding himself 
pressed in front and flank, and his men falling fast around 
him, ordered his battallion to * support arms^ and advance / 
the order was promptly obeyed, amidst a most deadly and 
destructive fire. He gained a more secure position, and 
returned upon the enemy so galling a discharge^ as caused 
them to retire. By this time their, whole line \^s falling 
back, and our gallant soldiers pressing upon them, when 
they broke their lines, and ran to regain their works. In 
this e^rt he was too successful, when the guns opened 
immediately upon our line, and checked, in some degree, 
the pursuit. At this moment, I determined to bring up my 
ordnance, and force the place by a direct attack ; Major 
Wood, of the engineers, and Capt. Austin, my aid, rode to 
the right of their line of works and exaf||lfed them ; 1 was 
induced by their report, to order the forces to retire to 
camp, till a future time. 

llesi>ectfully and truly yours. JACOB BROWN. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed GO — wouttded 244 — missing 19. 

BRITISH IX)SS. 

Killed 199 — wounded 3120 — ^prisoners 245, 

BLAKELEY'S VICTORY. 

Capt lUakalejj to the Secretary of the Navy- 

U. S. S. Wasp, L'Orient, July 8, I»14. 
SIR — On Tuesday the 28:h ult. being then in latitude 
48, ;16 N. and long. 11, 15 W. we fell in with, engaged^ 
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and after an action of 19 minutes, captured his Britannie 
majesty^s sloop of war Reindeer, William Manners, Esq. 
commander. 

At half past 12, P. M. the enemy shewed a blue and 
white fla^ diagonally at the fore, and fired a gun. At 1, 
15, called all hands to quarters, and prepared for action ; 
1, 22, believing we could weather the enemy, tacked ship 
and stood for him ; 1, 50, the enemy tacked ship jand 
stood from us ; 1, 56, hoisted our colors and fired a gun 
to windward ; at 2, 20, the enemy still standing frqm us, 
set the royals ; at 2, 25, set the fiying gib ; at 2, 29, %ei the 
upper staysails ; at 2, 32, the enemy having lacked for us 
took in the staysails; at 2, 47, furled the royals ; at 2, 51, 
seeing that the enemy would be able to weather us, tacked 
ship 9 at 3, 3, the enemy hoisted his fiying gib— brailed 
up our mizen ; at 3, 15, the enemy on our weather quar- 
ter, distant about 60 yards, fired his shifting gun, a 12 pound 
carronade at us, loaded with round and grape shot from his 
top*gallant forecastle ; at 3, 17, fired the same gun a se* 
eond time ; at 3, 19, fired it a third lime ; at 3, 21, fired it 
a fourth time ; at 3, 24, a fifth shot, all from the same gun. 
Finding the enemy did not get suflliciently on the beam to 
enable us to bring our guns to bear, put the helm a-lee^ 
and at 26 minutes after 3, commenced the action with the 
after carronade on the starboard side, and fired in succes- 
sion ; at 3, 34, hauled up the mainsail ; at 3, 40, the enemy 
having his lai board bow in contact with our larboard quar- 
ter, endeavored to l>oard us, but was repulsed in every at- 
tempt; at 3, 44^ orders were given to board in turOf which 
were promptly 0%cuted, when all resistance immediately 
ceased, and at 3, 45, the enemy hauled down bis flag. , 

The Reindeer mounted sixteen 24 lb. carronades, two 
long 6 or 9 pounders, and a shifting 12 lb. carronade, with 
a complement on board of 118 men. Her crew was said 
to be the pride of Plymouth. 

The Reindeer was literally cut to pieces in^ a line with 
her poii.s ; her upperworks, boats, and spare spars, were 
one complete wreck. A breeze springing up the next 
afternoon, her foremast went by the board. 

Having received all the prisoners on l>oard, which from 
the number of wounded occupied much time, together with 
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their bag^^age, the Reindeer was on the evening of the 29th 
f^t on iire^ and in a few hours blew up. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. BLAKELEY. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 6 — wounded 21. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 23— wounded 42. 



Gen. Brown to the Secretary of fVar. 

Buffalo, Aug. 17,1814. 
[Extract.] -SCR — You are already apprised that the 
army bad on the 25th ult. taken a position at Chippewa* 
About noon of that day« Col. Swift, who was posted at 
Lewistown, advised nie by express, that the enemy appear- 
ed in considerable force in Qneenston, and on its heights ; 
tbat four of the enemy's fleet had arrived durii^g the pre- 
ceding night, and were then laying near fort Niagara, and 
that a number of boats were in view, moving up the strait. 
Within a few minutes after this intelligence had been re- 
ceived, I was further informed by Capt. Denmon, of the 
quarter master's department, thai the enemy were landing 
at Lewistown, and that our baggage and stores at Schlos- 
ser, and on their way thither, were in danger of immedi- 
ate capture. Gen. Scott, with the 1st brigade, Towson^s 
artillery, and all the dragoons and mounted men, were 
accordingly put in march on the road leading to Q,ueens- 
ton, with orders to report if the enemy appeared, and to 
call'for assistance if that was necessary. On the GeneraFs 
arrival at the F^lls he learned that the enemy was in force 
directly in his (runt — a narrow piece of woods alone int-er- 
cepting his view of them. Waiting only to give this infor- 
mation he advanced upon them. By the time Assistant 
Adj. Gen. Jones had delivered his message^ the action be- 
gan ; and before the remaining part of the division had 
crossed the Chippewa, it had l>ecoaie close and general be- 
tween the advance corps. Though gen. Riply with the 
2d brigade. Major ilindman with Hie corps of artillery, and 
Gen. Porler as the head of his command, had respectively 
pressed forward with ardor, it was not less than an hour 
before they were brought to sustain Gen. Scott, during 
which time his command most skiltully and gallanttj 



264 BlSTOaY OV TUB WAIL 

Hiaintaiued the conflict. Upon my arrival I found that ih^ 
General bad passed the wood and ent^asfed the enemy at 
Q^ueenston road, and on the ground to the left of it, with 
the 9th, 1 Ith, and 22d regis, and Towson's artillery. The 
2oth had been thrown lo the ri^^ht to be governed by cir* 
cumstances. Ap[)rebendin^ that these corps were much 
exhausted, and knowing; that they had suffered severely, I 
determined to interpose a new line with the advancing 
troops, and tl)us distnon^e gen. Scott and hold his brigade 
in reserve. Orders were accordingly given to gen. Ri|)- 
ley. The enemy's artillery at ihis moment occupied a hill 
which gave him great advantages, and was the key. of the 
ivhole position. It was supported by a line of infiMktry. 
Ta secure the victorvf it was necessary to caiTy this artil- 
lery and seize the height This duty was assigned to Col. 
Miller, while, lo favor its execution, the 1st regiment, un« 
der J,he command of Col. .Nicholas, was directed to me- 
nacc and amuse the infantry. To my great mortiBcatiuii, 
(hiH regiment, after a discharge or two, give way and re- 
treated some distance beibre it could be rallied, though it 
is believed the officers of the regiment exerted themselves 
to shorten this distance. In the mean time. Col. Miller, 
without regarding this occurrence, advanced steadily And 
gallantly to his object, and carried the height and the cau- 
tion. Gen. Uipley brought up the 23d (which had also 
i'aultered) to his support, and the eiienijf disappeared from 
before them. The 1st reiriiQent was now brou«>Mit into line 
on the Ieftofthe2lst, aud the detachments of the 17tli and 
19th, Gen. Porter occupying, wt!h hisconnnandtheextreme 
left. Aboutthe time Col. Miller carried tlieenemy's cannon, 
the 2*Jlh regnui^nt, under Maj. Jessu;s was engaged in a 
more obstinate conflict with all ihaL remained to dispute witli 
us the field of battle. TbeAIaJ. as has been already stated, 
had been ordered by Gen. Scott,attheconuiiencement ofllii' 
action, to take ground to his right, lie had succeeded iit 
turning the enemy's left flank — had captured (by a detach- 
ment under Capt. Ketchumj Gen. Kiall and sundry other 
oflicers, and shewed himseU ag-ain to his own army, in u 
blaze of fire,^whicli defeated or destroyed a vt:ry superior 
force of the enemy. He was ordered lo form on the righl 
of the 2d regiment. The enemy rallying his forces, and as 
is believed, having reccjived reinibrcemenls, now altempteH 
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16 drive us from our positions, and regain his artillery.--*- 
.OiMT line was unshaken, and the enenGiy repuIsedL Two 
-other attempts having the same object, had the same issue. 
Gen. Scott was again engaged in repelling the former of 
these; and the last I saw of him on the field of battle, he 
-was near the head of his column, and giving to its march a 
direction that would have placed him on the enemy^s right 
It was with great pleasure I saw the goodx>rder and intre* 
pidity of Gen. Porter's volunteers from the moment of their 
arrival, but during the last charge of the enemy, those qua- 
lities were conspicuous. Stimulated by the examples set 
by their gallant leader, by Maj. Wood, of the Pennsylvania 
corps, by Col. Dobbin, of New- York, and by their officers 
generally, they precipitated themselves upon the enemy's 
line, and made all the prisoners which were taken at this 
point of the action » 

Having been for some time wounded, and been a good 
deal exhausted by loss of blood, it became my wish to de- 
volve the command on Gen. Scott, and retire from the field ; 
but on enquiry, I bad the misfortune to learn, that he was 
disabled by wounds ; I thei«efore kept my post, and had 
the satisfaction to see the enemy's last effort repulsed. I 
BOW consigned the command to Gen. Ripley. 

I saw and felt the victory was complete. The exhaus- 
tion of our men was such as made some refreshment neces* 
sary. They particularly required water; I therefore or- 
dered Gen. Ripley to return to camp, after bringing ofi*the 
jdead, wounded, and artillery, which was effected in good 
order. I have the honor to be, &c. 

JACOB BROWN. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed, l71-~Wonnded, 572— Missing, 110. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed, 184— Wounded, 559— Prisoners, 221. 



Gen. Gaines to the Secretary of War* 

Fort Erie, Aug. 23, 1814. 
\ExtTact^ SIR — I have the honor to communicate the 
particulars of the battle fought at this place, on the l5th 
mst. I have heretofore omitted stating to you, that during 
4rbe 13th and 14th, the enemy had kept up a brisk cannon'- 
ade upon this fort, which was briskly returned from om* 

84 
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fealteries, without any considei*abIe It^ss on our pnrt. At 
C, A. M. of the Ifith, one of their shells lodged in a small 
magazine in Fort Erie, which was fortunately almost emp- 
t\. It blew up with an explosion more awful in its ap- 
peiirance, than injurious in its effects, as it did not disable 
a man, or derange a gun. It occasioned but a moment* 
ar} cessation of the thunders ot the artillerv on both sides; 
it w»s follovved b)f a loud and joyous shout by the British 
army, which was immediately answered on our part, and 
Capt, W iliiams, auiidsi; the smoke of the explosion, renew- 
ed the contest with an animated roar of his heavy cannon. 
The night was dark and rainy, but the faithful centinel 
slept not» At half |;ast 2 oV^ock, the right column of the 
enemy approached, and though enveoped in darkness,* 
black as hisde^iigns and principles, was distinctly heard on 
our left, and promptly marked by our musketry and can- 
non. Being mounted at the moment, I repaired to the 
point of atlack, where the sheet of fire enabled me to see 
the enem>% column, about 151H) men, ap[)roacliing on that 
point; his advance was not checked until it had approach- 
ed within ten feet of our infantry. A iir»e of loose i)rusb 
representing an abettis only intervene<l ; a column of the 
enemy attempted to pass round the abeitis through the wa- 
ter, where it was nearly breast deep. At this moment the 
enemy were repulsed, but instantly renewed the charge, 
and were again repulsed^ My attention was now called 
to the right, where our batterie.s^9|[l 4iiies were lighted br 
a most brilliant ftre or cannoti and musketry; it announc- 
ed the approach of the centre and left columns of the en- 
emy, muler Cols. Drummond and Scott ; they were soon 
repulsed. That of the centre, led by Col. Drummotid was 
not long kept in check ; il approached at once every as- 
sailable point of the fort, and with scaling ladders, ascend- 
ed the parapet, but was repulsed with dreadful carnage.^ — 
The assault was twice repeated, and as often checked ; bat 
the enemy having moved round the ditch, covered with 
darkness, and the heavy cloud of smoke which rolled from 
our cannon and musketry, re|>eated the charge, and re-as- 
cended the ladders, when their pikes, bayonets and spears, 

* ' /. with gfiveral of Try officers^ sever^ (tme^f heard orders given, to give 
the damned Yankee rascals no qwxttara* , 
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fell upon our gallant artillerists. Our bastion was lost ; 
liieut. M^Donough, being severely wouhckd demanded 
quarter — it was remsed by Col. Druminond. M^Donongh 
then seized a handS|>ike, and no'oly delended bimself ufitit 
he was shot do\tn with a pistol by the monster who had re- 
iused him quarter, who often reiteraled the oider — (fwe the 
damned yankee rascals no quarter. This hardened murder* 
er soon met his fate ; he was shot through the breast whiles 
^repeating the order, io give no quarter. 

The battle now raged with increased fury on the right, 
but on the left the enemy was repulsed and put to flight. 
Thence and from the centre I ordered reintorcements. — 
They were promptly sent by Brfg. Geti. Ripley and Brig. 
Gen. Porter, Capt. Fanning, of the corps of artirery, kept 
up a spirited and destructive hre witii his field pieces 6n 
the enemy while attempting to a^>proach the fort Major 
Htndman*s gallant efforts, aided by M aj. Trimblie, having 
failed to drive the enemy from the bastion with the remain- 
ing artillerists and infantry in the tort, Capt. Birdsall of th« 
4th rifle regiment, with a detachment oi riflemen, gallant^ 
ly rushed in through the gateway to their assistance, and' 
with some infantry charged the enemy; but wa^ repulsed 
and the Captain severely wounded. A detachment from 
the llth^ 19th, and 22A infantry, under Capt. Foster of 
the llth, were introduced over the interior bastion, for the 
purpose of charging the eiiemy. M«jor Hall, Assist. Ins. 
Gen. very handsomely tendei^d his services to lead the 
charge. The charge was gallantly made by Capt. Foster 
and Maj. Hall, but owing to the narrowness of the passage 
up to the bastion admitting only 2 or 3 men abreast, it fail- 
ed. It was often repeated^ and as often checked. The 
enemy's force in the bastion was, howevetv much cut to 
pieces and diminished by our artillery and small su'tus. At 
this moment every operation was arrested by the explosion' 
4if some cartridges deposited in the end of the stone build- 
ing adjoining the contested bastion. The explosion was 
tremendous — it was decisive : the bastion was restored. At 
this moment Capt. Biddle was ordered to cause a field 
piece to be posted so as to enfilade the exterior plain and- 
salient glacis. Capt Fanning'^ battery hkewise |>layed 
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upon thein at Ibis time wilh ^eat effect The enemy 
were in a tew luonienls entirely defeated, taken, or putta 
flight. 

I have the honor to be, Ike. 

EDMUND P. GAINES. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 17— Wounded 66— Mwsing 11— Total 84. 

'9 BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 42?~Wounded 3o4— Prisoners 186— Total 96». 



CHAPTER XII. 

CAPTURE OF WASHINGTON AND ALEX- 
ANDRIA. 

Copy of a letter from the mayor ofAlexaiidria to the mayor 

of GeotgeUmm. 
Dear Sir — Enclosed is a copy of the terms proposed 
to the conmion council of Alexandria, by the commanding 
officer of the squadron now lying before the town, to which 
they were compelled to submit. 
Very respectfully, &c. 

CHARLES SIMMS. 
TERMS OF CAPITULATION. 

His Majesty's ship Sea Jtlitrse, 
Off Ate;mndria, 29th Aug. 1814. 
Gentlemen-t— In consequence of a deputation yester- 
day received from the city of Alexandria, requesUog fa^ 
vorable terms for the safety of the city, the unUermentioQ- 
ed are the only conditions in my power to offer. 

The town of Alexandria, with the excej>tion of public, 
works, shall not be destroyed^ unless hostilities are coin- 
menced on the part of th^ ^menc^mf uor shall the inhabi* 
tants be molested in any manner whatever, or their dwel- 
ling houses entered, if the following, articles are complied 
with : 

Art. 1. All naval and ordnance stores, public er private 
must be immediately delivered up. 

2. Possession will be iqiimediately takep of all the ship-/ 
ping, and their furniture must be sent on board by theown* 
6^s without delay. 
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. 3. The vessels' that have been sunk must be delivered 
lip in the state they were, on the 19th o\ August, the day 
of the squadron passing the Kettle Bottoms. 

4. Merchandize of every description must be instantly 
delivered up, and to prevent any irregularity, ihat might 
be committed in its embarkation, the merchants have it at 
their option to load the vessels generally employed tor that 
purpose, when they shall be towed off by us. 

5. All merchandi^se that has been removed from Alex* 
andria, since the 19th inst. is to be included in the above 
articles. 

t>. Refreshments of every description to be supplied the 
ships, and paid for at the market price, by bills on the Bri-' 
tish government. 

7. OflScers will be appointed to see that articles No. 2, 3, 
4 and 5, are strictly complied with, and any deviation or 
non-compliance, on the part of the inhabitants of Alexan- 
dria, will render this treaty null and void. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN A. GORDON, 
Captain of R.M. ship Sea Harse^ 
and senior officer of H. M» ships ^'Alexandria.' 
To the common council 

of the town of Alexandria. 



Gen. Winder to the Secretary of War. 

Baltimore, August 27, 1814. • • 

Sir — When the enemy arrived at the month ot the PiJto- 
mac^ of all the militia which [ had *been authoriseki to as- 
semble, there were but about 1700 in the field, from l^to 
1400 nnder Gen. Stansbury near this place, and about 250 
at Biadensburgh, under Lieut. Col. Knsmer. 

After all the force that could be put at my disposal in 
that short time, and making such dispositions as I deemed 
best calculated to present the most respectable force at 
"whatever point the enemy might strike, I was enabled by 
the most active and harrassing movements of the troops to 
interpose before the enemy at Biadensburgh about 5000 
men, including 350 regulars and Commodore Barney's 
command. Much the largest portion of this force arrived 
Oil the ground when the enemy were in sight, and were 
disposed of to &upport in the best manner the position which 
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Gen. Stansbnry had takeo. Tbey bad barely reached the 
ground betore the action commenced, which was about 1 
o'clock P. M. of the 24th inst. and continued about an 
honr. 

The artillery from Baltimore supported by Maj« Pink* 
Qey*s rifle battalion^ and a part of CapL Doughtey's from 
the navy yard, were in advance to commaiMl the pass of 
the bridge at J3la4lensburgh» and played upon the enemy, 
with very destrn^ive effect. But the rifle troops were ob- 
liged after some time to retire, and of course the artillery. 
Superior numbers however rushed upon them and made 
their retreat necessary, not however without great tosa on 
the part of the enemy. 

The right and centre of Stansbury's brigade consisting of 
Lieut^GoK liagan'sand Shuler's regiments, generally gave 
way very soon afterwards, with the exception ef about 40^ 
rallied by Col. Ragan, after having lost his horse, and the 
whole or a part ot Capt. Shower's company, tK>tb of whom 
(jieo* Stansbury represents to have made^ even thus desert- 
led, a gal laok stand. 

.The reserve under Brig. Gen. Smith of the District of 
Columbia, with the militia of the city and Georgetown, 
with the regulars and some detachn^eiits of iVlaryland mili- 
tia, flanked on their right by Com. Barney, and his. brave 
fellows, and Lieut. Col. Beal, still were on the right on the 
hill, and maintained the contest for some time with great 
icffect. 

It is not with me to report the conduct of Com< Barney, 
and his command, nor can I speak from observation,* being 
too remote, but the concurrent testimony of all whodidkol> 
fl^rve them, does them the highest justice for their brave 
resistance and the destructive effect they produced oa the 
tnemy. 

From the best intelligence, there remains but little doubt 
&at the enemy lost at least four hundred killed and wound* 
ed, and of these a very unusual portion killed*. 

Our loss caquot, I think, be estimated at more than from 
thirty to forty killed, and fifty to sixty wounded, and ooe. 
hundred and twenty prisoners. 

I am, with very great respect, &c. 

WILLIAM H. WINDER. 



doerroitr ojf thtb war. 27 i 

Com. Barney to the Secretdty of the Navy. 

Farm, at Elk ridge, Aug. 29, 1814. 
\Bxlract.'] SIR — ^^Fhis is the first moment I have had it 
in my power to make a report of the proceedingfli of the 
forces under my command -since I had the honor of seeing 
jou on Tuesday, the 23d inst. at the camp at the * Old 
jPields/ On the afternoon of that day we were informed 
that the enemy was advancing upon us. Oi^r army was 
put into order of battle and our positions taken ; my forces 
were on the right flanked by the two battalions of the 36th 
and 38th regiments. A little before sunset Geh. Winder 
came to me and recommended that the heavy artillery 
should be withdrawn, with the exception of one 12 pounder 
to cover the retreat. We took up tlie line of march in the 
night, and entered Washington by the Eastern Branch 
bridge. The Gen. requested me to take command and 
place my artillery to defend the passage of wthe bridge on 
the Eastern Branch, as the enemy was approaching the 
city in that direction. I immediately put my guns in posi- 
tion, leaving the marines and the rest of my men at the bar* 
racks, to wait further orders. I was in this situation when 
I had the honor to meet you, with the President, and head^ 
of 'Departments, when it was determined I snoulddraw oiST 
niv guns and men, and proceed towards Bladensburgh^ 
which was immediately fXjX into execution. On our way I 
was informed the enemy was within a mile of Bladensburgh; 
we hurried on, though the day was very hot, and my men 
much crippled from the severe marches we had experienc- 
ed the preceding days. I preceded the men, and when I 
arrived at the line which separates the District from Ma*- 
ryland, the battle began. I sent an officer back to hasten 
on my men — they came up in a trot. We took our position 
ah the rising ground, put the pieces in battery, posted the 
marines under Capt. Miller, and flotilla men, who were to 
act as infantry under tbeic own officer^, on my right, t6 
support the pieces, and waited the approach of the enemy. 
During this period the engagement continued — the enemy 
advancing, and our army retreating before them — appar- 
ently in much disorder. At length tlie enemy made his 
appearance on the main road in force and in front of my 
battery, and on seeing us made a halt ; I reserved our fire ; 
and in a few minutes the enemy again advanced, when I 
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ordered an 18 pounder to be fired, which completely clear- 
ed the road ; shortly after, a second and third attempt watf 
made by the enemy to come forward, l:ut all who made the 
attempt were destroyed. The enemy then crossed over in- 
to an open field and attempted to flank our right. He was 
there met by three 12 pounders, the marines under Captain 
Miller, and my men acting as infantry, and again was to- 
tally cut up. By this time not a vestige of the American 
army remained, except a body of five or six hundred post^ 
ed on a height on my right, from whom I expected much 
sup|K>rt from their fine situation. The enemy from this 
period never appeared in front of us. He however pushed 
forward his sharp shooters, one of whum sliot my horse 
from UMder me, which fell dead between two of ray guns. 
The enemy, who had been kept in check by our fire nearly 
half an hour, now be^an to out flank us on the no hr. Our 
guns were turned that way — he pushed up the hill about 
two or three hundred men towards the corps of Americans 
stationed as above described, who, to my great mortifica- 
tion made no resistance, giving a fire or two and retiring. 
In this situation we hud the whole army of the enemy to 
contend with ; our ammunition was expended, and unfor- 
tunately the drivers of my ammunition waggons had gone 
off in the general panic. At this tin^e I received a severe 
wound in my thigh. Finding the enemy now completely 
in our rear and no means of derer.ce, 1 gave orders to my of- 
ficers and men to retire. The i^rt^at li»"-s ot blood occasion-r 
ed such a weakness that 1 was compel ed to lie down. 1 re- 
quested my officers to leave me, wlncnlhey obstinately re- 
fused, but upon being ordered, lhe\ ol>e\e<l : one only re- 
mained. In a short time I observed a British soldier and 
had him called, and directed him to seek an ofiicer; in a 
few minutes an officer cj.me, whi>, on leariii.jg who I was, 
brought Gen. Ross and Admiral Cockburn to me. These 
officers behaved to me with the most marked attention, res- 
pect, and politeness; had a snrgeon brought, and my 
wound dressed immediatelj. After a few minutes conver- 
sation, the General i. .formed (after paying me a handsome 
conij4une{;t,) that 1 wus paroled^ and at liberty to proceed 
to W«is^]»igto;. or Blade; sUurgli, ottering me every as.sist- 
aTMo in h!s power, giving orders I'or a litter to be broughtf 
in which 1 was carnetl to Kiuuensburgh« 



IlIStORY oJ^ thIb WAH. 273 

My woutKi is deep, but I flatter myself not dangerous j 
the ball is not vet extracted. 

JOSHUA BABNE Y. , 



Com. Macdononx/h to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U: S. ship Saratoga, off Platts burg, Sept. 11, 1814, 
SIR — The Almiiy-hty has been pleased to grant us a sig« 
nal victory ou Lake Champlain, in the capture of one frig- 
ate, Qiie brig, and two sloops of war of the enemy. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

T. MACDONOUGH. 
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Conu Mactionongh to the Secretary oftlve Navy. 
U. S. ship Saratoga, at anchor off | 
Plattsburg, Sept. 13, 1814. f 

SIR:— fiy Lieut, commandant Cassin, 1 have the honor 
lo coi^vey to you the flags ot his Briliiitnic majesty's late 
squadron, captured on the 1 1th nist. by the U. States* 
squadron under my command, together with the particulars 
of the action which took, place on the 11th insL on this lake. 

Al 8 A. M. the look-out boat announced the approach 
of the enemy. At 0, he anchored in a Lne ahead, at 
about three hundred yards distance from my line; his ship 
opposed to the >aratoga, his brig to the E.igle, his gallies, 
thirteen in number^ lo the schooner, sloop, and a division 
ofonrgallies; one of his sloops assisting their ship and 
brig, the other assisting their gallies. Our remainmg gal- 
lies witli the Saratoga and Eagle 

In this situation the whole force oi\ both sides became 
engaged, the Saratoga suffering much from the heavy tire 
of the Confiance. 1 could perceive at the san\e time,how- 
ever, that our tire was very destructive ta her. The Ti- 
conderoga gaila tly sustained her full share of the action. 
At half past 10 o'clock the Eagle, not being able to bring 
her guns to bear, cut her cable and anchored in a moro^ 
el igible position, between my ship and the Ticonderoga^ 
where stie very much annoyed the enemy. Our guns ou 
the starboard side being nearly all dismounted, or uol man-* 
ageable, a stern anchor was let go, the bower cable cut, and 
the ship winded with afresh broadside on the enemy's ship, 
which soon after surrendered. Our broadside was then 
sprung to bear on the brig, which surrendered in about ^U^ 
tfiin6tes after^ 95: 
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^ The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle, had struck 
some time before and drifted down the line ; the sloop 
Miibich was with their ^allies having struck also. Three 
of their gallies aresaid to be sunk» the others pulled off. 
Our gallies were about obeying with alacrity the signal to 
follow them, when all the vessels were reported to me to 
be in a sinking state : it then became necessary to annul 
ihe signal to the gallies, and order their men to the pumps. 

I could only look at the enemy's gallies going off in a 
shattered condition, for there was not u mast in either squad-^ 
ron that could stand to make sail on. 

The Saratoga had fifty-five round shot in her hull ; the 
Confiance one hundred and five. The enemy's shot pas- 
sed principally just over our heads, as there were not 20 
whole hamm6cks in the nettings at the close of the action, 
which lasted without intermission two hours and twenty 
minutes. 

The Saratoga was twice set on fire with hot shot from 
the enemy's ship. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

T. MACpONOUGH. 

. P. S. — Accompanying this is a list of killed and wound" 
ed, a list of prisoners — and a precise statement of both forces 
engaged. 

AMERICAN FORG£ AND JjOSS. 



Ships, 


^uns. 


uien. 


killed, wounded. 


Saratoga, 


2& 


210 


28 


29 


Eagle, 


20 


120 


13 


20 


Ticonderoga, 


17 


110 


6 


6 


Preble, 


7 


30 


2 




lOGun Boats, 


16 


350 


3 


a 


• ■ 


86 


820 


52 


58 


• 

* 


BRITISH 


FORCE 


AND ; 


LOSS. 


, Ships. 


guns. 


luen. 


killed. 


wounded. 


Confiance, 


39 


300 


50 


60 


Iiinnet, 


16 


120 


20 


30 


Growler, 


11 


40 


6 


10 


Eagle, 


11 


40 


8 


10 


13Gun Boats, 


18 


550 


90 


sunk 


•it - 


95 


1050 


174 


110 
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. Note. — The following valuable property was taken on heard 
the fleets to wit : — ll,8uO /6s. of powder exclusive of fixed 
ammunition — 85,000 lbs. of cannon ball — 6000 muskets — ^ 
000 suits of sailors' clothing j and all the winter ehlhing Mf 
the whole of tfieir land army. * i 



Gen. Macomb to the Secretary of War. 

Plattsburg, Sept. 12, 1814. 

[Extract.^ SIR — I have the honor to inform you that the 
British army commanded by sir George Prevost, consist- 
ing' of four brigades, a corps of artillery; a squadron of 
horse, and a strong light corps, amounting in all to 14,000 
men^ after investing this place on the north of the Saranai^ 
river since the 5th inst. broke up their camp and raised 
the siege this morning at 2 o'clock^ retreating precipitately^ 
and leaving their sick and wounded behind. The strength 
of this garrison is only 1500 men fit for duty ! ! 

The light troops and militia are in full pursuit of th^ 
enemy, making prisoners in all directions.- Upwards of 
300 deserters have already come in, and many arrive hour^ 
Jy. Our loss in the fort is trifling ihdeed, having only on^ 
officer and 15 men killed, and one officer and 30 mea 
wounded. 

. Vast quaelities of provision were left behind^ and de- 
stroyed ; also an immense quantity of bomb shells, cannon 
ball, grape shot, ammunition, flints, &c. &c. intrenching 
tools of all sorts, also tents and marquees. A great deal 
has been found concealed in the ponds and creeks, and bm 
ried in the ground, and a vast quantity carried ofl* by the 
inhabitants. Such was the precipitance of his retreat, that 
he arrived at Chazy, a distance of eight miles beibre w6 
discovered that he had gone. 

We have buried the British officers of the army and navy, 
with the honors of war, and shewn every attention and kind- 
ness to those who have fallen into our hands. The con- 
duct of the officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
of my command, during this trying occasion cannot be re- 
presented in too high terms. I have the honor to be, &c. 

ALEXANDER MACOMB. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 37 — wounded 62 — missing 20. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 368 — wounded 494 — prisoners 252 — deserted 780, 
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Bnminff of Petipauge. — Between 10 and 11 o'clock, P. 
M. of April 7lh, 1814, six British boats were rlisc*ovcred 
coming' into Connecticut river ; by 12, a large force of the 
apemy had taken possesHion of an old fort at 8ayl>t'o.»lc 
point, where, finding nolhinir, the fort having been decay- 
ed for several years, re-entered their boa*8, and proceeded 
f»r Pirtipange Point, () miles hfij^hfr up the river, where 
Ih' y arrived about 4 o'c.ock. U'he vessels in the harbor 
bemg* on fire, first gave notice that Ihe enemy was near. 
There was not lime after the alarm, to jret the women and 
children oft*, before the enemy had iandei), and bi^gan 
burning the vos'lsonthe slocks ; they immediately coin- 
meticed searching the houses and stores, for arms ami am- 
munition, takmg all they could find, and destroying furHi- 
ture to a considerable amount ; liquors of all kinds, when 
found, after satisfying themselves, were destroyed bystav* 
ing the casks. There was no opposition to their plunder, 
ahhough they remained on shore till 10 o'clock, when 
they called i'i th'*ir men, and proceeded down the river 
about a mile, with a brig, a schooner, and "2 sloops, where 
they anchored and lay till dark, when they set fire to Uieir 

prices, and proceeded down to their vessels, 

> 

I" r 

Attack an Sioninffton. — The British fleet off New-Lon* 
don having been reinforced on the 9th August, 1814, a 
part of it, to wit, ot<e 74, two frigates, a sloop of war, and 
a brig, appeared ofi Stonington,4i^hen sir 7'homas Uanly 
aenta flagon shore for the information of the women and 
^/uMr^Ti, that if the town was not surrendered in one hour, 
the whole should be laid in ashes. The iiibabitantti in-r 
formed sir Shomas, that Stoning ton v^as not Petipauge^ 
and prepared tlieir cannon, 2 long ei<2^hteens*s, and one 6 
pounder for defending themselves. The attack began at 
9, at night, and continued till 1 in the morning, with round 
shot, bombs, and rockets. The militia, 30 in nunit>er, re- 
turned the fire with great vigor and eft'ect. The attack 
was renewed next morning, and as warm.y resetted — ^iheir 
brio', which lay nearest shore, was almost cut to pieces, 
and one barge, full of men, was sunk, when the enemy 
withdrew. Our loss was 4 wounded, 2 houses fired, and 9 
horses killed. On the 1 1th they again attacked the place, 
before which, the humane sir Thomas sent in another de- 
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inancl for its surrender, accompanied with a threat, that if it 
was not complied with, he would lay the town in ashes, or*a- 
i^r/ice his whole force^ consisting of IS ships of war. Our 
little band of Heroes paid little attention to his threat, but 
went sieadUy tcr work at their cannon, and mauled the en- 
emy so, that he was obhg^ed to abandon the expedition. 

Gen. Smith to the Secretary of War. 

Baltimore, Sept. 19, 1815. 
[Eljctracl.] SIR — I have the honor of stating that the 
•nenu landed between 7 and8()00 men on thelSth inst. at 
North Point, 14 miles distant from this city. Anticipa- 
tmg ihis (ieharkation. Gen. Sinker had been detached on 
»Suii(iav evening with a portion of his brigade, to check 
any attempt the enemy might make in that quarter to land ; 
ihe General took a position on Monday, at the junction of 
the two roads leadmg from this place to the Point, having 
his right flanked on Bear Creek, and his left by a marsh. 
Here he waited the approach of the enemy, after having 
#*ent on an advance corps. Between two and three o'clock 
Ihe enemy's whole force came up, and commenced the 
battle by some discharges of rockets, which were succeed- 
ed by the cannon from both sides, when theactioii became 
general. Gen. Strieker gallantly maintained his ground 
against this great superiority of numbers, one hour and 20 
minutes, when his Uft gave way and he was obliged to re- 
tire to the ground ih his rear. He there formed his brig^ 
ade, but the enemy not thinking it advisable to pursue, he 
fell back, according to previous arrangements, atid formed 
on the left of my entrenchments. I feel a pride in the be- 
lief, that the stand made on Monday, in no small degree, 
tended to check the temerity of a foe, daring to invade a 
jcountry like ours. Major General Ross the commander 
in chief of the British forces, was killed in this action. 
AlH)ut the time Gen. Strieker joined my left, he whs joined 
by Gen. Winder, (who had been stationed on the west side 
jof the city,) with Gen. Douglass' brigade of Virginia mili- 
tia, and the U. S. dragoons, who took post on the left of 
Gen. Strieker. Meanwhile, Gens. Stansbury and For- 
man, the seamen ancl marines under Com. Kodgers, the 
jPernisylvania volunteers under Cols. Cobean and Findley, 
tiiid 3'<jiitimore artillerv under Col. Harris, and the marine 
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artillery under Capt. Stiles, manned the trenches and bat- 
teries — all prepared to meet the enemy. 

On Tuesday the enemy appeared in front of my en- 
trenchments, at the distance of two miles, on the Philia- 
delphia road, and attempted by a circuitous rout, to march 
against our left, and enter the city ; Generals Winder and 
Sirickcr u^ere ordered to adapt their movements so as to 
defeat their intentions, which completely succeeded. This 
movement induced the enemy to concentrafe his forces by 
one or two o'clock, in my front, pashing- his advance to 
within a mile of our videttes, and shewing an intention of 
attacking us that evening. 1 drew Generals Winder and 
Strieker nearer to the lert of my entrenchments, and to the 
right of the enemy, with the intention of falling on his rear, 
should he attack me ; or, if he declined it, of attackinof him 
in the morning. To this movement, and my defences, 
which the enemy bad the fairest opportunity of observing^, 
I attribute his retreat, which was commenced at 1 o^ciock 
the next morning, in which he was so favored, by the ex- 
treme darkness, and continued rain, that we did noi discov- 
er it until day light. A considerable detachment was sent 
in pursuit, but the troops being so worn down by fatigue, 
that they conld do nothing more than pick up a few strag- 
glers ; they completed their embarkation the next day at 
1 o'clock. 

I have now the pleasure of calling your attention to the 
brave commander of fort McHenry, Major Armistead, and 
to the operations in that quarter. 

Maj. Armistead had under his command one company 
of U, S. artillery, two do. sea fencibles, three do. of Balti- 
more artillery, a detachment from Com. Barney's flotilla^ 
and about 600 militia, in all about 1000 men. 

On the 12th, 16 ships, including 5 bomb ships, anchored 
about two miles from the fort. The next morning at sun- 
rise, the enemy commenced the attack, from his bomb ves- 
sels, at the distance of two miles, which was out of our 
reach. At 2 o'clock one of our guns was dismounted, 
which occasioned considerable bustle in the fert, killing 
one and wounding several, which induced the enemy to 
draw his ships within a g< od striking distance, when the 
Major opened a well directed fire upon them for half an 
hour, which caused them to haul oflf to their old position* 



HISTORY OF THE WAR. 279 

Mrhen our brave little band gfave three cheers, and again 
ceased tiring. Availing themselves of the darkness of the 
night, they had pushed a considerable force above the fort, 
and formed in a half circle, when they commenced^Ufk4li|^ 
again, which was returned with spirit, for more tfaifp twCI 
hours, when the enemy were again obliged to haul <|K 

During the bombardment, which lasted 25 hours, on the 
part of the enemy, from 15 to 1800 shells were thrown by 
them ; 400 of which fell in the fort, threatening destruction 
to all within, but wonderful as it may appear, only 4 of our 
men were killed, and 24 wounded. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

S. SMITH. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 24 — wounded 90 — missing 47. 

BRITISH IX)SS. 

Killed 97 — wounded 165 — prisoners 136. 

Ckn. Jackson to the Secretary of War. 

Mobile, September 17, 1814. ' 

[E:jptract.] SIR — ^With lively emotions of satisftiction, I 
communicate that success has crowned the gallant efforts 
of our brav^ soldiers, in resisting and repulsing a combin- 
ed British naval and land force, which on the 15th inst. at- 
tacked fortBowyer, on thepoint of Mobile^ 

The ship which was destroyed^ was the Hermes, of from 
24 to 28 guns, Captain the hon. William H. Percy, senior 
officer in the Gulf of Mexico ; and the brig so considem- 
bly damaged is the Sophie, 18 guns. The other ship was 
the Carron, offrom 21 to 28 guns ; the other brig's name 
nnkuovvn. 

Oil board the Carron 85 men were killed and wounded'; 
among whom was Col. Nicoll, of the royal marines, who 
lost an eye by a splinter. The land force consisted of 
110 marines, and 200 Creek Indians, under the command 
of Capt. Woodbine, of the marinesi and about 20 artille- 
rists, with one four and a half inch howitzer, from which 
they discharged shells and nine pound shot. They I'e-em-* 
barked the piece, and retreated by land towards Vensaco- 
la^ whence they came. 

By the morning report of the 16th, there were present in 
the tort, til for duty, officers and men, 158. • 

I have the honor, &c. ANDREW JACKSO]>f . 
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Gen. Brotvn to the Secretary of War . 

Fort Erie, Sept. 29, 1814- ' 

[Extract^ SIR— In my letter of the I8th iiist. 1 briefly 
iororoiecl 3^ou oi the fortunate issue of the sortie which took 
place the (lay preceding. 

The enemy's c\m\) 1 had ascertained to be situated in a 
field surrounded by woods nearly two miles distant frotn 
their batteries and en'renchments, the object of which was* 
to keep the parts of the force which was not U'>on dm v, out 
of the range of our tire from fort Erie and Blick Rock. 
Their infantry was fornted into three brigades, estniiated 
at 12 or 15 hundred men each. One of these brigades, 
"with a detail from their artillery, was stationed at their 
w*orks, (these being about 500 yards distant iroin old fort 
Erie, and the right of our line.) We had already suffered 
much from the fire of two of their batteries, and were aware 
that a third was al>outto open upon us. Under these cir* 
cumstanceS) I resolved to storm the batteries, destroy the 
cannon, and roughly handle the brigade upon duty, before 
those in reserve could be brought into action. 

On the morning of the 17th, the infantry and riflemen, 
regulars and militia, were ordered to be paraded and put 
in readiness to march precisely at 12 o'clock. Gen. For* 
ter with the volunteers. Col. Gibson with the riflemen, and 
Major Brooks with the 2*3d and 1st infantry, and a few 
dragoons acting as infantry, were ordered to move from 
the extreme left of our position upon the enemy's right, by 
a passage opened through the woods for the occasiotu 
Gen. Miller was directed to station bis command in the 
ravine which lies between fort Erie and the enemy's bat- 
teries, by passing them by detachments through the skirts 
of the wood — and the 21st infantry under Gen. Ripley was 
posted as a corps of reserve between the new bastions of 
fort Erie : all under cover, and out of the view of the enemy. 

About 20 minutes before three, P, M, I found the left 
columns, under the command of Gen. Porter, which were 
destined to turn the enemy's right, within a few rods of the 
British entrenchments. They were ordered to advance 
nnd commence the action. Passing down the ravine, I 
judged from the report of musketry, that the action had 
commenced on our left; I now hastened to Gen. Miller, 
stnA dig^cted him to seize the moment and pierce the en- 
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jcmy^s entrenchments between batteries No. 2 and 3. My 
orders were promptly and ably executed. Within 30 
minutes after the first gun was fired, batteries ]^o. 2 aud 3, 
the enemy's line of entrenchments, and his two block 
houses were in our possession, 8ooa at'ier bait ry No. 1 
was ab indoned by tlie British. The guns in each were 
spiked by us, or otherwise destroyed, and the magazine 
of JNo. 3 was blown np. 

A few minutes before the explosion, I had ordered up 
the reserve under Gen. Ripley. As he passed me at tiiC 
bead of his column, I desired him, as he would be the 
senior in advance, to ascertain as near as possible, the sUu- 
Atioiii of the ti*oopsin general, and to have a care that not 
more was hazarded than the occasion required^; that the 
object of the sortie effected, the li^ups would retire in good 
order, &c. Gen. Ripley passed rapidly on — sooii after, £- 
became alarmed for Gen. Miller, and sent an order for the 
21st to hasten to his support towards lottery No. 1, Col^ 
Upham received the order, and advanced to the aid of 
Gen. Miller. Gen. Ripley had inchned to the left, where 
JVIajor Brooks' commiind was ^ng^.)ged, with a view of 
makmg some necessary enquiries of that ofiicer, and in 
the act of doing, so was unfortunately wounded. By this 
time the object of the sortie was accomplished beyond my* 
most sanguine expecUttions. Gen. Miller had consequent^ 
ly ordered the troops on the right to fall back — observing 
this movement, I sent my staff along the line to call in the 
other corps. ^Yithin a ii^w minutes they retired from thei 
ravine, and from thence to camp. 

Thus 1000 regulars, and an equal poiiion of militia, in 
one hour of close action, blasted the hopes of the enemy^ 
destroyed the fruits of 50 days labor, aiui dimniished his 
eft'ective force 1000 men at least. 

JLient. Gen. Drummond broke up his camp during the 
night of the 21st, and retired to his entrQinehments i>ehind 
the Chippewa. A party of our men came up with the 
rear of his army at Frenchman's creek; the enemy de-" 
Mroyed part of their stores by setting fire to the building!^ 
from which they were employed in conveying tifem. Wtf 
found in and about their camp a considerable quantity o|? 
eiaiunon ball, and upwards of lOi stand of armSt 

8« 
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I send you enclosed herein a return of our loss. The 
return of prisoners enclosed does not include the stragglers 
that came in after the action. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JACOB BR0WN. 

A3IEKICAN LOSS. 

Killed 79 — wounded 214 — missing 218. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 271 — wounded 311 — prisoners 385. 



BLAKE LEY'S SECOND VICTORY. 

CapL Blakeley to the Secretary of the 1\ avy. 

U. S. S. Wasp, at sea, Sept, 11, 1814. 
[Er/rael.] SIR — I have the honor of informing \ou of 
the destruction of H. B. M. I>rig Avon, of 18 guns b; this 
sihip on the 1st inst. At G, 30 minutes P. M. discovered 
4 sail ; two on our starboard, and two on our larboard bow; 
hauled up for one on our starboard bow, being farthest to* 
\v]i;dward. At 7, the brig made signals, with flags, lan- 
terns, rockets, and guns. At 9, 29, the chase toeing uuder 
iDur leebow, commenced the action, by firing a 12 lb. car-, 
ronade at him, which he returned, when we run under bis 
lee bow, to prevent his escaping. At 10, believing the 
enemy to be silenced, ceased tiring, and hailed and asked 
if he bad surrendered. No answer being given, and he 
having recommenced firing, it was returned. At 10, 12, 
the enemy having amfiered greatly, and having made no re- 
turn to our two last broadsides, I hailed the second time, 
when he answered in tl»e aflirmaVive. The guns were 
then ordered to be secured, and the boat lowered to take 
possession. In tbeact of lowering the boat, a second brig 
^ as discovered close under our stern, and standing for us. 
Sent the crew to quarters, and prepared for another action, 
and waited his coming up. At 10, 36, discovered two 
more sails astern^ standing for ns. Our braces having been 
cut away, we kept off the wind, until others could be rove, 
with the expectation of drawing the second brig from his 
companions, but was disappointed : having continued ap- 
}>roaching us until x'^ithin gun shot she suddenly hauled by 
the wind, fired a broadside, which done considerable dam- 
age, and soon retraced her steps to join her consorts. Our 
})nze, when we abandoned her, was firing guns of distress; 
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tbe two last sails came to her assistance, in time lo save 
her crew t'rom sinking with the vessel, which went down 
soon afterwards. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. BLAKELEY. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 2— Wounded 1. 

BRITISH L.OSS. 

Killed 12— Wounded 33. 



Gen. M^ Arthur to the Secretary of War. 

H. a Detroit, Nov. 18, 1814 

[Extract.'] SIR — I have the honor to report to you the 
safe return of the mounted troops to this place. 

It was deemed expedient, from the ardour of the Ken- 
tucky and Ohio volunteers and mihtia, that they should be 
actively em|>Ioyed in the enemy \s territory, with a view to 
destroy their resources, an<l paralize any attempt they might 
make on this post during the winter. Accordingly 630 
troops, and 70 Indians, were put in motion to destroy the 
valuable mills at the head of Lake Ontario, arid Grand 
River. We proceeded over the river St. Clair, down to 
the Scotch settlement, up Bear Creek, about 30 miles, and 
across to the Moravian towns, where we arrived the 30th 
ult. 

We were fortunate at this place in taking a British offi- 
cer who waij proceeding to Burhngton with the informa- 
tion of our approach, which enabled us to reach Delaware 
town undiscovered. The rangers were delacljed across 
the Thames, to pass in rear of the town, to guard the differ- 
ent roads, whilst the troops were swimming their horses 
across. We were thus enabled to reach 0xfoid, 150 miles 
from Dt troit, before they lieard of our approach. A few 
hours before our arrival at Buford, the enemy retreated to 
Malcolm's mills, on the road to Burlington, where they 
"were reinforced, to thtf^mber of 500 militia, and about 
lOi) Indians. A deep creek of difficult passage, except at 
a bridge immediately in front of their works, which had 
been partly destroyed, lay between us. Arrangements 
T¥ere made for a joint attack on their front and rear. The 
Ohio troops were thrown across, under cover of a thick 
vrood, and the Kentucky troops wtre ordered to attack in 
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front. The enemy were entirely defeated and dispersed, 
^'vh the loss of 1 Cs^pt. and 17 privates killed, and & Capls. 
5snbalternSy and 103 privates, taken prisoners. Our los» 
was only one killexl, and six wounded. The next day we 
proceeded on and took several prisoners, 200 stands of 
a-ms, and destrojed fiv^ valnuble mills, when we com- 
tneticed our return piarch fortius place, which we reached 
yesterday 

1 have the honor to be, &r. 

J). M* ARTHUR, 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Gen. Jackson to Gov. Emit/. 

H. a. Tensaw, ISuv. 14th, 1814, 

fExtract^l SIR — Last evenmg 1 returned from Fensa* 
a to this place — I reached that post on the evening of 
the6;h On my approach, I sent Maj« Pierre with a flag 
to commtmicate the object of m\ visit to the Gov. of Pensa- 
coia. He approached fort St. George, with his flag dis- 
played, and was fired on by the cannon from the fort — ^ha 
returned and made report thereof to Uie. I immediately 
uent with the Adj. Gen. aiid the Maj. with a small escort^* 
and viewed the f >rt and found it defended by British and 
Spanish troops. I immediate!} detei mined to storm the- 
town. 

On the morninir of the 7th, I marched with the effective 
Teijulars of the 3d, 39lh, and 44lh infantrs, part of Gen.. 
C')ff*ee's bni>ade, tie Mississippi dragoons, and part of the 
WesI Tennessee ivyfinieiit, and part of the Choctaws led 
by Maj Blue, of the 39lh, aud Maj. K^^nnedy uf the Mis-r 
sissippi territory. Being encamped on the west of th#. 
town I ca;cnl;>ted the^ would expect the assault from tha( 
quartrr, atd \h^ pre paired to rake nie fmm the tort, and the 
British armed vessels, seven in number, th;»t ay in the bay. 
To cherish ih s idea 1 sent on* part of the mounted men to 
show thenist Iveson the west, uhilst I |>assed in rear of the 
fort undiscovered to the east oi the town. When 1 appear^ 
ed within a m.le, 1 was in full view. My pride was nev- 
ermore heightened than viewing the uniform firmoess of 

i 
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wy troops, and with what undaunted courage tliey ad vanc- 
eil, with a strong fort ready to assail them on the right, 7 
British armed vessels on the left, and strong blockhouses 
and batteries of cannon in their front, but they still advanc- 
ed with unshaken firmi;ess, entered tlie town, when a batte- 
Ty of twocannoTi was opened upon the centre column com- 
posed of the regulars, w ilh ball and grape, and a shower 
of musketry from the houses and gardens. The battery 
was immediately stormed by Capt. Levall and 'company, 
and carried, and the musketry was soon silenced by the 
Steady and well d reeled fire of the regulars. 

The Gov. met C >ls. Williamson and Smith, who led the 
dismounted volunteers, with a flag, begged for mercy, and 
surrendered the town and fort unconditionally ; mercy was 
granted and protection given to the citizens and their prop^ 
erty. 

On the morning of the 8th, I prepared to march and 
^torm the Barancas, but, before I could move, tremendous 
explosions told me that the Barancas, with all its appen- 
dages, was blown up. I dispatched a detachment of two 
hundred men to explore it, who returned in the night with 
the information that it was blown up, all the combustible 
parts burnt, the cannon spiked and dismounted except two^ 
this being the case, I determined to withdraw my troops^ 
but before I did I had the pleasure to see the British de-> 
pel rt. 

The steady firmness of my troops has drawn a just res- 
pect from our enemies — It has convinced the Red Sticks 
that they have no strong hold or proteci;ion, only in the 
friendship of the United States, The good order 
and conduct of my troops whilst inPensacola, has con- 
Tinced the Spaniards of our friendship, and prowess, and 
has drawn from the citizens an ex|iression that our Choc- 
taws are more civilized than the British. 
I have the honor to be, ^c. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 



Gen. Jaclison to the Secretary of TVar. 

H. Q.. New-Orleans. Dec. 27, 1814. 
\JExtracti] SIR — I have the honor to inform you of the 
result ot the action on the 23d. The loss of our gun boats 
pear the pass of the Rigolets, have given the enemy com- 



■1. 
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mand of lake Borgne, he was enabled to choose his point 
of attack. It became Iheret'ore an object' of importance to 
obstruct the numerous baj'ous and canals leading from that 
lake, to the highlands on the Mississippi. This important 
service was committed to MajorGen. Villere, commanding 
the district between the river and the lakes, and wbo, being 
a native of the country, wns presumed lo be best acqu^i .ted 
with all those passes. Unfortunately, however, a picquet 
which the Gen. had established at the mouth of the bayou 
Bieuvenu, and which notwithstanding my orders had been 
left unobstructed, was completely surprised, and the enemy 
penetrated through a canal leaduig to his farm, about two 
leagues below the city, and succeeded in cutting off a com- 
pany of militia stationed there. — This intel!igence was 
communicated to me about 12 o'clock on the 22d. My 
force at this time did not exceed in all 1500. I arrived 
near the enemy's encampment about seven, and imme- 
diately made my dispositions for the attack. His forces 
amounting at that time on land to about 3000, extended 
half a mile on the river, and in the rear nearly to the wood. 
Gen. Coffee was ordered to turn their right, while with th« 
residue of the force I attacked bis strongest position on the 
left near the river. 

Com. Patterson having dropped down the river in the 
$(chooner Caroline, was directed to open a fire upon their 
camp, which he executed at about half after seven. This 
being the signal of attack, Gen. Coffee's men with their 
usual impetuosity, rushed on the enemy's right and enter- 
ed their eamp, while our rigHt advanced with equal ardor. 
A thick fog arose about 8 o'clock occasioning some con- 
fusion among the different corps. Fearing the conse- 
)]uences^ under this circumstance, of the prosecution of a 
night attack with troops then acting together for the first 
time, I contented myself with lying on the field that night; 
and at four in the morning assumed a stronger position 
about two miles nearer the city. 

In this affair the whole corps under my command Ae-y 
serve the greatest credit. Tiie best compliment I can pay 
!o Gen. Coffee and his brigade, is lo say, they behaved as 
Ihey have always done while under my command. The 
two field pieces were well berved by the officer command*^ 
ing them. 
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We have made 1 major, 2 subalterns, and sixty-three 
privates prisoners. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

AMERICAN JLOSS, 

Killed and Wounded 100. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed and Wounded 344 — Prisoners 66. 



Gen. Jackson to the Secretary of War. 

H. Q. New-Orleans, Jan. 13, 1815. 

^Exiracl,^ SIR — At such a crisis I conceive it my duty 
to keep \ou constantly advised of my situation. 

Early on thcniorninjj of the 8th, the enemy having been 
actively employed the two preceding days in making pre- 
parations tor a storm, advanced in two strong columns ou 
my right and left. They were received however, with a 
firmjiess, which seems, they little expected, and which de- 
feated ail their hopes. My men undisturbed by their ap- 
proach, which indeed they long anxiously wished for, op- 
ened upon them afire so deliberate and certain, as render- 
ed their scaling ladders and fascines, as well as their more 
direct implements of warfare*, perfectly useless. For up- 
wards of an hour it whs continued with a briskness of which 
there have been but few instances, perhaps, in any country. 
In justice to the enemy il must be said, iliey withstood it as 
long as could have been expected from the most determin- 
ed bravery. At length howe\u?r when all prospect of suc- 
cess became hopeless, I hey tied in confusion from the lield 
— leaving it covered wilh their dead and wounded. 

My loss was inconsiderable ; being only seven* killed 
and six wounded. 

Such a dis[)roportibn in loss, when we consider the num- 
ber and the kind of troops engaged, must, I know, excite 
astonishment, and may not, every where, be fully credited: 
yet I am perfectly satisfied that the account is not exagge- 
rated on the one part, itor uitdeirated on the other. 

Whether after the severe losses he has sustained, he is 
preparing to return to his shipping, or to make still migh- 

* This wan in the action on the tine — afterwards a skirmishing was kepi 
up in which ajcw ?nore ofow mm tvere hsi. 
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tier efforts to attain his first object, I do not pretend to d^^ 
lermine. It becomes me to art as though the latter waA 
his intention. One thing, however, seems certain, that if 
he still calculates on effecting- what he has hitherto been 
unable to accomplish he mnst expect considerable rein- 
forcements, as tlie force with whicli he landed, must un- 
doubtedly be diminished at least 3000. Besides the loss 
which he sustained on the night of the 23d ukimo, whirh 
is estimated at 100, he cannot have suffered less between 
that period and the morning of the 8th inst. tiian 300 ; 
having within that time, been repulsed in two general at- 
tempsto drive us from our position, and there having been 
continiiill cannonadmg and skiruiishing, during the whole 
of it. Yet he is still able to show a very formid.ible force. 

The commanding General sir Edward Packenham was. 
killed in the action of the 8th, and Major Generals Keaa 
and Gibbsr were mortally wounded. 

I have the honor to be, &c, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed seven — wounded sia:. 

BKITJSU LOSS. 

feilled 700— wound(^d 1400— prisoners 562. 



Lieut. Shields to Com. Patterson. 

New-Orleans, Jan. 2oth, 1815. 
[Ki/r«c7.] SIR — I have the honor of reporting the re- 
sult of the expedition order^id by you on the 17lh inst. 
The 19lh, at night, I left the Pass Ciieuf Menteur, having 
made the necessary observations on lheenen>y before dark, 
with 5 boats and vour a'iiT^ manned with oi) men. At 10 
p. M. captured a boat by surprise, manned with 65 men. 
The number of prisoners exceeding my men, I thought it 
most prudent to land them, to prevent weakenmg my force, 
which was accordiijgly done, and the prisoners were put 
into the charge of the army at the Pass. The 21st, at day 
light, I again fell into the track of the fleet. Finding it 
impossible to make any captures, without being d scover- 
ed, I determined to run down among, tliem, and slrike at 
every opportunity — lioisted Englisii colors, and took a 
transport boat with 5 men ; ordered lier to follow, and 
itlood for a transport schooner, with 10 men, which I boards 
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eel wit)i 8 men, and took without opposition. From 9, to 
12 o'clock, we were in the midst of their boats, and suc- 
ceeded in taking 5 more, with about 70 men. The ene- 
my's loss on this occasion was 140 prisoners, 7 boats and 1 
transport schooner. 

I have the honor to be, &;c. 

THO. SHIELDS- 



S(ulin(f master Johiisvn to Com. PaUerson. 

New-Orleansi January 7, 1815. 
\^ExtracL] SIR — I have the pleasure of informing* you 
of my succeeding; in destroying a transport brig , in lake 
Borgne, yesterday, at 4 A. M. On the 5th inst, I pro^ 
ceeded down to the east mouth of the Pass, to ascertain the 
enemy's position ; finding at anchor there one brig, three 
gun boats, three schooners, and several barges, the bng 
lying a mile distant from the others, I returned, and deter- 
mined to make an attempt to destroy her. My crew ^ow 
amounted to 38 men; with this force I was confident 1 
should be able to df;stroy her, although I had been previ- 
ously informed she mounted 4 pieces of cannon, and 
equipped accordingly. On the 6th at 4 A. M. we boarded 
the brig, her crew consisting of a Captain, ;s sailing master, 
and 8 marines, making no resistance. It being nearly 
day^light, I ordered the prisoners into my boat, and set 
fire to the brig, which proved to be the Cyrus, loaded with 
rum, bread, and soldiers clothing. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

WILLIAM JOHNSON. 



ADDRESS, 
Directed by Major General Jackson to be read at the Itead 

of each of the cui*ps composing the line below jO^ew* 

Or leans f Januaiy 21, ISIo. 

Citizens and fellow soldiers ! The enemy has retreated, 
and your General has now leisure to proclaio) to the world 
what he has noticed with admiration and pride — your un- 
daunted couraoe, your patriotism and patience, under 
lmrdshi|)s and fatigues. — Natives of different Stales, acting 
together for the first time in this camp; differing in habits 
and in language, instead of viewing in th se circumstan^ 
ces the germ of distrust and division^ you have made th^m 

87 
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the source of an honorable emulation, and from the seeds 
of discord itself have reai)ed the fruits of an honorable 
union. Tliis day completes ihe fourth week since tiiteen 
bunih'ed of you attacked treble your number of men, who 
had boasted of their discipline, and their services, uikder a 
celebrated leader, in a \oug and eventful war — attacked 
them in their camp, the moment they had profaned the soil 
of freedom with their hostile tread, and inflicted a blow 
which was a prelude to the final result of their attempt to 
conquer, or then* poor contrivances to divide us. A few 
hours was sufficient to unite the gallant band, though at the 
moment they received the welcome order to march, they 
were separated many leagues, in difierent directions from 
the city. The gay rapidity of the march, and the cheer-* 
fill countenances of the officers and men, would have in- 
duced a belief that some festive entertainment, not the strife 
of battle, was the scene to which they hastened with so 
much eagerness and hilarity. In the conflict that ensued, 
the same spirit wa» supported, and my communications to 
the executive of the U. States have testified the sense I en- 
tertained of the merits of the corps and officers that were 
engaged. Resting on the field of battle, they retired in 
{perfect order on the next morning to these lines, destined 
to become the scene of future victories, which they were 
to share with the rest of you, my brave companions in arros. 
Scarcely were your lines in a protection against musket 
shot, when on the 23d a disposition was made to atUick 
them with all the pomp and parade of military tactics, as 
improved by those veterans of the Spanish war. 

Their batteries of heavy cannon kept up an incessant 
fire; their rockets illuminateit ihe air; and under their 
cover two strong columns threatened our Hanks. The foe 
insolently thought that this spectacle was too imposing to 
be resisted, and in the intoxication of his pride l\e already 
saw our lines abandoned without a contest — how were 
those menacing appearances met? 

By shouts of defiance, by a manly countenance, not to 
be shaken by the roar oi his cannon, or by the glare of his 
fire-work rockets; by an artillery served with superior 
skill, and with deadly effect. Never, my brave friends, can 
your General forget the testimonials of attachment to our 
glorious cause, of indignant hatred to our foe, of efiection* 
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Me confidence in your chief, thai resounded fi'oni every 
rank, as he passed along^ your line. This animating scene 
damiTed the couracje of the enemy ; he dropped his scaling 
ladders and fascines, and the threatened attack dwindled 
into a demonstration^ which served only to shew the empti- 
ness of his parade, and to inspire you with a just confidence 
in vourselves. 

The new year was ushered in with the most tremendous 
fireliis whole artillery could produce — a few hours only, 
however, were necessary for the brave and skilful men who 
directed our own to dismount his cannon, destroy his bat- 
teries, and effectually silence his fire. Hitherto, my brave 
friends, in the contest on our lines, your courage had been 
passive only; you stoml with cahnness, a fire that would 
have tried the firmness of a veteran, and you anticipated a 
nearer contest with an eagerness which was soon to be 
gratified. 

On the 8th of January the final effort was made. At the 
dawn of day the batteries opened and the columns advanc- 
ed- Knowinsf that the volunteers from Tennesse and the 
militia from Kentucky were stationed oq your left, it was 
there they directed their chief attack. 

Reasoning always from false principles, they expected 
little opposition from men, whose officers even were not m 
uniform^ who were ignorant of ihe ruies of dress, and who 
had never been caned into disoi2yline'^^ alixl mistake ! a fire 
incessantly kept up, directed with calmness and unerring 
aim, strewed the field with the bravest officei's and men of 
the column which slowly advanced, according to the most 
approved rules of European tactics, and was cut down by 
the untutored courage of American militia. Unable to 
sustain this galling and unceasing fire, some hundreds near^ 
est the eiUrenchment called for quarter, which was granted 
— the rest retreating, were rallied at some distance, but on- 
ly to make them a surer mark for the grape and cannister 
sliot of our artillery, whirhi without exaggeration, mowed 
down whole ranks at every discharge : and at length they 
precipitately retired from the field. 

Our right had only a short contest to sustain with a few 
rash men, who, fatally for themselves, forced their entrance 
into the unfinished redoubt on the river. Thev were 
quickly dispossessed, and thi«« glorious day terminated with 
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a loss to the enemy of their commander in chief and on« 
Major-General killed, another Major-* eneral wounded, 
the most experienced and bravest of their othcers, and more 
than three thousand men killed, wounded and missing, 
while our ranks, my friends, were thinned only by the loss 
of six of our brave companions killed, and seven disabled 
by wounds — wonderful interposition of Heaven ! unexam* 
pled event in the history of war ! 

Let us be grateful tn the God of battles who has direct- 
ed the arrows of indignation against our invaders, while 
he covered with his protecting shield the brave defenders 
of their country- 
After this unsuccessful and disastrous attempt9 their 
spirits were broken, their force was destroyed, and their 
whole attention was employed in providing the means of 
es<*ape. This they have effected ; leaving their heavy ai> 
tiilery in our power, and many of their wounded to our 
clemency. The consi^quences of this short, but decisive 
campaign, are incalculai>ly im]>ortant. The pride of our 
arrogant enemy humbled, his forces broken, his leaders 
killed, his insolent hopes of our disunion frustrated — bis 
expectation of rioting in our spoils and wasting our country 
changed into ignominious defeat shameful flight, and a re- 
luctant acknovsiedgnifnt of the t^umanily and kindness, of 
those whom he had cloome.l to all the horrors and humilia- 
tio:i of a concpiered stale. 

On the other side, unanimity established, disaffection 
cnished, contidence restored, your country saved from con- 
quest, your properly from pillage, your wives and daugb^ 
ters Irom insnit a.ici violation"^ — the union preserved from 
dismemberment, and perhaps a period put by this decisive 
strike to a blood v and savage war. These, my brave 
friends, are the consequences of the efforts you have made, 
and the success with which they have been crowned by 
Heaven. 

These important results have been effected by the united 
cour.tge and persevera ice of the army ; but which the dif- 
fereiil corj>s as well as ttie ind.viduals that compose it, vi- 
ed with each other in their exertions to produce. The 
gratitude, the admiration of their country, offers a fairer re« 

* Previous to the attack Gen Packenliam gave out for natchrvord^ 
JBisdUi^ auU Buotjr/ andpromued three days riot and ptundcf. 



HISTORY OF THE WAR. 29S 

ward than that which any praises of the Gen. can bestow, 
aiul the be^t is that of which they can never be deprived, 
the consciousiiesN of having done their duty, and of merit- 
ing the applause they will receive. 

Com. Decatur to the ISecrelarjj of the Navy. 
H. B. M. ship Endyuiiou, at sea, Jan. 18, 1815, 
SIR — The painful duty of detaihng to you the particu- 
lar causes which preceded and led to the capture of the 
late U. S. frigate President by a squadron of bis Britannic 
majesty's ships^ has devolved upon me. . In my communi- 
cation of the 14th, I made known my intention of proceed- 
ing to sea on thalevening. Owi!tg to some mistake of the 
pilots, the ship in going out grounded on the bar, where 
she continued to strike heavily for an hour and a half; al- 
though she had broken several of her rudder braces, and 
had received such other material injury as to render her 
return into port desirable, I was unable to do so from the 
strong westerly wind which was then blowing. We shap- 
ed our course along the shore of Long-Island and for 50 
miles, and then steered S. E. by E. At five o'clock, three 
ships were discovered ahead; we immediately hauled up 
the ship and passed two miles to the northward of them. 
At day light, we discovered four ships in chase, one on 
each quarter, and two astern, the leading shi) of the ene- 
my a razee — she commenced a lire upon us but without 
effect. At meridian the wind became light and baftling ; 
we had increased our distance from the razee, but the 
next ship astern, which was also a large ship, had gained 
an<l continued to gain upon us considerably ; we immedi- 
atelyoccupied all hands to lighten ship. At 3, we had the 
Whid quite light ; the enemy who had now been joined by 
a brig had a strong breeze, and were coming up with us 
rapidly, The Ead ymion (mounting 50 guns, 24 pounders 
on the main deck) had now approached us within gunshot 
and had commenced a fire with her bow guns, which wc 
returned from our stern. At 5 o'clock, she had obtained 
a position on our starboard < quarter, within half point 
blank shot, on which neither our stern nor quarter guns 
would bear; I remained with her in this position for half an 

« Mujeslic razee J Endymion^ Fomone, Tentdos^ Dispatch (brig.) 
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hour, in the hope that she would close with us on our 
broadside, in which case I prepared my crew to board, but 
from his continuing to yuw his ship to maintain his position, 
it became evident that to close was not his intention. Eve- 
ry fire now cut some of our sails or rig'g^ing. To have 
codtinued our course under these circumstances, would 
have been placing^ it in his |>ower to cripple us, without be- 
ing subject to injury himself, and to have hauled up more 
to the northward to bring our stern guns to bear, would 
have exposed us to his raking fire. 

It was now dusk when I determined to alter mv course 
south, for the purpose of bringnig the enemy abeam, and 
although their ships astern were drawing op fast, I felt sat- 
isfied I should be enabled to throw him out of the combat 
before they could come up, and was not without hopes, if 
the night proved dark (of which there was every appear- 
ance^ that I might still be enabled to effect my escape. 
Our opponent kept off at the same instant we did, and fire 
<fommenced at the same time/ We continued engaged, 
steering south with steering sails set two hours and a half, 
when we completely succeeded in dismantling her. Pre- 
viously to her dropping entirely out of the action, there 
were intervals of minutes, when the ships were broadside 
and broadside, and in which she did not fire a gun. At 
this period, half past 8 o'clock, although dark, the other 
ships of the squadron were in sight, and almost within gun 
shot. We were of course compelled to abandon her. In 
resuming our former course for the purpose of avoiding the 
squadron, we were compelled to present our stern to our 
antagonist — but such was his state, though we were thus 
exposed and w ithui range of his guns for half an hour, that 
he did not avail himself of this favorable opportunity of 
raking us. We continued this conrse until] I oVInck, 
Avhen two fresh ships of the enemy (the Ponione and Tene- 
dos) had come up. Tbe Pomone had oi>ened her fire on 
the la«*board bow, within musket shot ; the ether about two 
cables' length astern, taking a raking position on our quar* 
ter; and the rest (with the exception of the Endymionr) 
within gun shot. Thus situated, with about one fifth of 
my crew killed and wounded, my ship crippled, and a more 
than four-fold force opp» sed to me, without a chance of 
escape left, I deemed it my duty to surrender. 
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It is with emotions of pride, I bear testimony to the g'al- 
lantry and steadiness of every officer and man I had the 
honor to command on this occasion, and I feel satisfied 
that the fact of their having beaten a force equal to them- 
selves, in the presence, and almost under the guns of vastly 
a superior force, when, too, it was almost self evident, that 
whatever their exertions might be, they must ultimately be 
captured, will be taken as evidence of what they would 
have performed, had the force opposed to them been in any 
degree equal. 

J or 24 hours after the action it w as nearly calm, and the 
squadron were occupied in repairing the crippled ships. 
Such of the crew of the President as were not badiy wound- 
ed, were put on board the different ships; myself and a 
part of my crew were put on board this ship. On the 17th 
we had a gale from the eastward, when this ship lost her 
bowsprit, fore and main-masts, and mizen to[)-mast, all of 
which were badly wounded, •and was, in consequence of 
her disabled condition, obliged to throw overboard all her 
upper deck guns. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 24 — ^^wounded 55. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 15— wounded 28. 



BOYLE'S VICTORY. 
Capt. Boyle to Mr. George H. Slephemon. 

Privateer Chasseur, at sea, March 2, 1815. 
[Extract.] SIR — I have the honor to inform you, that 
on the 26th of February being about six leagues to wind* 
ward of Havanna,and two leagues from the land — at 11, 
A. M. discovered a schooner bearing N E. of us, appar- 
ently running before the wind ; made every possible sail in 
chase. At half past meridian I fired a gun and hoisted 
the Americaai flag, to ascertain, if possible, the nation 
which she belonged to, but she shewed no colors. At 1, 
P. M. drawing up with him very fast, she fii-ed a stern 
chase gun at us, and hoisted ^English colors, shewing at the 
rtame time only thr^e ports iu the side next in us. 
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Under the impressiou that she was a runnin^^ ifc^s&el 
bound to Havarina, weakly armed aud manned, I tried 
every effort to close with him as quick as possible. Saw 
very few men on bis deck, and hastily made small prepar-* 
ation for action, thoni^h my officers, myself and men did 
not expect any fighting, of course we were not completely 
prepared for action. At 1, 2(>, we were within pistol shot 
of him when he opened a tier of ten ports on a side, and 
gave his broadside of round, grape and mnskct balls. I 
then opened the Chasseur's fire from the great guns and 
musketry, and endeavored to close with him for the pur- 
pose of boarding; we having quick way at this time, shot 
ahead of him under his lee ; he put his helm up for the pur- 
pose of wearing across our stern alid to give us a raking 
fire, which I prevented by timely taking notice of his in- 
tention, and putting our helm hard up also. He shot quick 
ahead, andl closed within ten yards of him; at this tiuio 
both fires were heavy, severe, and destructive. I now found 
his men bad been concealed under his bulwark, and that I 
had a heavy enemy to contend with, and at I, 4i>, gave the 
order for boarding, which my brave officers and men cheer- 
fully obeyed with unexampled quickness, mstai.tly put the 
helm to starboard to lay him on board, and in the act of 
boarding her, she surrendered. She proved to he H. B. 
inajest\'s schooner St. Lawrence, commanded by Lieut. 
James £. Gordon, of 15 guns, 14 twelve pound carronades 
upon an improved construction, and a long nine; 75 men, 
and had on board a number of soldiers, marines, and some 
gentlemen of the navy passengers; having by report 15 
killed and 23 wounded. I had 5 men killed and 8 wound- 
ed, myself amongst the latter, though very shghtiy. Thus 
ended the action in 15 m mutes after its commencement, 
and about 8 minutes close quarters, with a force equal in 
every rts(>ecttoourown. 

The Chasseur mounts six 12 pounders, and eight short 9 
pound carronades, (the latter taken from one of her prizes) 
ten of our 12 pound carronades having been thrown over- 
board whiie liard chased by the Barrosa frigate. 
Youi"s with respect, 

THOMAS BOYLE. 
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CoL Scott to Governor Early. 

Great Satill river, February 28, 1815. 
[Extract] SIR — I have the pleasure to inform you of a 
brilliant affair havings taken place on the 24th inst. on the 
river St. Mary's, between a part of my. detachment, 20 
men, commanded by Ciipt. William Mickler, aided by 
about 30 of the Patriots of Florida, under Col. Dul, and 6 
of the enemy's barges, containing about 250 men, which 
had attemjited to proceed up the river to burn Mr. A. 
Clark's mills. The enemy were tirst attacked by the Pit- 
Viots from the Florida shore, near Camp Pmckney, whea 
^the barges immediately tacked about to retreat, but our 
men being in ambush on this shore gave them a second re- 
ception, and thus the fire was kept up from both shores un- 
til they got into a greater extent of river than our nflemea 
could reach. The enemy lost 160 killed and wounded. — 
We had one man severely wounded through the body, 
Hud several received balls through their clothes, but no 
further injur v. 

WILLIAM SCOTT. 



Sailing waster John Uurlburd to Com. Campbell. 
Gun Boat, No. 168, Cumberland Sound, March 18, 1815, 
^[Ea:tract.] SIR - Proceeding with the despatch which 
you did me the honor to entrust to my care, I sailed from 
Tybee bar, at 1, P. M. on the 16th inst. wind N. E. steer- 
ing south ; at half past 3 descried a sail in the S. E. quar- 
ter, which we soon found to be a ship standing N.N. W. 
About 40 minutes after she fired a gun and hoisted her co- 
lors, the shot passing over our fore gafl'^ our colors were 
hoisted, continued our course for a few minutes, whea 
another gun was fired ; the shot passed abaft the maia 
rigging over the lee quarter. Heaving his vessel too on 
the starboard tack, hailed me by saying, ^you damn'd ras- 
cal, if you doTi't lower your boat down and come on board 
immediately. Til fire into you, Til sink you, God damn you/ 
Seeing me in the act of taking in the square sail, ^ why 
don't you heave too, God damn you. Til sink) on; V\l 
fire a broadside into you.' As soon as I could be heard 
I said, this is a U. States' vessel, from Savannah, with des- 
patches for Admiral Cockl/nrn. In the act of pronounc- 
ing die last words, a nmskel was fired at me, the ball pass- 

38 
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injf near my shoulders, over the hand of the man at the 
helm, striking the water from 20 to 30 feet from the vessel. 
Futtingthe helm down, I again informed him of the char- 
acter of the vessel, saying, if you wish for further satisfaction 
you are at hberty to send your boat onJ>oard ; he said, * 1 don*t 
care a damn for the despalches, nor Admiral Cockbum 
either ; God damn ihem and the United Statestoo ; I'll firea 
broadside into you and sink you, if you don't lower your 
boat down and come on board, you rascal.' Put about and 
run close under the ship's lee, saying, this is the U. States^ * 
gun vessel No. 168, with despatches for the Admiral off 
St. Mary's ; if you doubt her being what she appears to be, 
you can send your boat on board. Tunnng to me, he 
sajs, • Gnd damn you, come on board or I'll sink you — 
I'll fire thunder into you.' I replied, • if you do, 1 shall re- 
turn your com|;liments with lightning.' At this time I re- 
ceived, if jossible, a greater flood of vulgar abuse than 
before; 1 hove about, stood to windvvard of him, heaving 
too on his starboard quarter, with ihe larboard lacks on 
board ; when a Lieutenant came alongside, and ordered 
me into the boat, saying, * if you do not go on board, every 
one of you will be taken out and carried to Charleston.' 
Go on board and teil your commander that I shall not low* 
«r my boat, nor shall an officer or man leave the vessel hut 
by force, showiirg him the paper lor Admiral Cockburn. * If 
you don't go on board, you'll be sunk as soon as I go on 
board; 1 advise you to go' — I want no advice, (said I) I 
have the orders of my government by which I am govern- 
ed ; tell your commander that such trifling shall not pass 
with impunity. On the boat leavilig us, tlie Captain of the 
ship said, * wt)irt the damned rascal comeP then come 
alongside and let me sink him; I'll lire a broadside into 
him. On the boat's reaching the ship's side a gun was 
tired ; the shot passing to leeward, through the mainsail, 
gear the mast, cutting away one of the stays, going between 
the foremast and rigging ; while he gave full vent to his 
vulgar abuse. Tnow saw every one of our little crew anx- 
iously waiting the order to fire into the apparent enemy ; 
bu! I considered that several lives would in all probability 
be lost, and the fl:ig struck at last. Under these consider- 
ations, I fired a gun across his bows, as the vessels werely- 
ing-, ■ sunk the signals, and hauled the colors down. A 
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Lieutenant came on board, to whom I made a fotliial $ur-* 
render or the vessel; he observed that he wasoaly a Lieut. 
* Send an officer on txoard, (I replied^ the officers and naen 
are your })riso.iers.' He ordere<l nie on board the ship. 
On my arrival on board the ship, I was met by the Captaia 
near the main mast, saying, * this is his majesty's ship Ere* 
bus, Bartholomew, commander.' * This is my sword, ' I 
replied) that is the.U. States gun vessel No. 168, which I 
surrender :is your prize, myself, officers and crew as your 
prisoners.' He said again, * how dare you refuse to come 
on board his majesty's ship when ordered ?' ' I know not 
nor do 1 acknowledge any right you have to order me on 
board, or to ii)terru|)t me sailing along the American coast^ 
1 shall, however, make a fair representation of this most 
flagrant abuse of power on your part to my government. J 
very much regret that I have not the compfiand of a vessel 
of 20 guns, which would save the trouble of demanding 
satisfaction at a future day, by taking it on the spot.' He 
said, * I only wish to warn you oft* the coast; will you see 
my orders from the Admiral to warn all vessels from the? 
coast ?' * As I am governed by the orders of my own gov- 
ernment, I can have nothing to do with those of Admiral 
Cockburn.' He said * I thought you might be from ihe 
C'ipe of Good Hope.' * You could not believe any such 
thing, when you see she has no quarter, has not the ap*^ 
peara.ice of having becii at sea lany length of time; her 
boats not stovi^ed as if to remain long at sea ; nor could you 
suj)pose that were 1 from a long cruise, I should run past 
the port of Savannah, thereby exposing my vessel to any 
British crnizerthat might happen to be on the coast.' He 
then said, * upon my honor, I believe it wms an accident, 
but I am sure the last shot would not have been fired if you 
had not been trying to run away from mo.' * You could 
believe no such thing ; you saw both jibs to windward, 
and the helm a-lee.' He said, * upon my honor, 1 don't know 
whether it wentofFby accident or was fired; no orders were 
given to tire.' After walking the quarter-deck for a few 
minutes, returning, he said, * will you see my orders to warn 
alt vessels off" the coast.' * As I have nothing to do witli 
them I can have no wish to see them.' * If you think this 
will cause any dispute between the two governments, (said 
he) I will return with von to the Admiral and have it set- 
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tied/ 1 replied, ^ I do not feel myself authorised in my 
present situation to receive any satisfaction you may have 
in your power to offer for such a wilful insult offered to the 
U. States. I was th^n ordered on board, and proceeded 
with the despatches. 

JOHN HUliLBDRD. 

STEWART S VICTORY. 

Capt aiefvart to the Secretari/ of' the Navy. 

U. S. frisyate Constitution, May, — 1815. 

FIR— On the 20th of Febrnary last, the Island of Ma* 
deira bearinij about W. S. W. distant 6() leagues, we fell 
i . with his B. M's two ships of war, the C^ane and Iievaiitf 
and brought them to action about 6 o*clock in the evening, 
both of which after a spirited engagement of 40 minotei« 
surrendered to the ship under my command. 

Considering the advantages derived by the enemy, fimn 
a divided and more active force, as also their superiority 
in the weight and number of guns, I deem the speedy and 
decisive result of this action the strongest assurance which 
can be giv^n to the government, that all did their duty, and 
gallantly supported the reputation of American seamen. 

Inclosed is a list of the killed and wounded ; also a state- 
ment of the actual force of the enemy, and the number kil- 
led and wounded Qn board their shpis as near as could be^ 
ascertained. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

CHARLES STEWART- 

FORCE OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

32 twenty- four pounders. — 20 thirty-two pounders. — 
52guns. Officers, men and boys 466. 

FORCE OP THE CYANE. 

22 thirty-two pounders — 10 eighteen do. — 2 twelve do.* 
2 bras^ swiyels, 36 guns. — officers men and boys 180« 

FORCE OF THE LEVANT. 

18 thirty-two pounders — 2 nine do. — twelve do. 2Igi|ns,-»T 
officers, nien and boys 156. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

K.lled 3— wounded 12. 

BRITISH LOSS 

^ ''oX |(^illcd 35-— wuiinited 39 — ^prisoners 301. 
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BIDDLE'S VICTORY. 

CapL tiiddle to Qyinmodore Decatur. 
USS. S. Hornet, off Tristan d Aamhaj March 25, 1815. 

SIR— ^l have ihe honor to inform, that on the morning" 
of the 23ct iiist. at haif past ten, when about to anchor, off 
the north end of the island of Tristnn'd Acnnha, a sail was 
se?n to the southward and eastward, steering to the west- 
ward, the wind fresh from the 8. S. W. In a few minutes 
she had passed on to the westward so tliat we could not see 
her for the land. J immediately made sail to the westward, 
and shortly after getting sight of her again, perceive'd her 
to bear up before the wind. I hove too for him to come 
down to us. — When she had approached near, I filled the 
maintopsail, and continued to yaw the ship, while she con- 
tinued ifo eome down ; wearmg occasionally to prevent 
her passing under our stern. At 1 40 P M, being nearly 
within musket shot distance, she hauled her wind on the 

' starboard tack, hoisted English colors, and fired a gun. 

" We immediately luffed too, hoisted our ensign and gave 
the enemy a broadside. The action being thus commenc- 
ed, a quick and well directed ifire was kept up from this 
ship, the enemy gradually drifting nearer to us, when at 
1 55 he bore up, apparently to run us on board. As 
soon as I perceived he would certainly fall on board, I ' 
called the boarders so as to be ready to repel any attempt 
to board us. At the instant every officer and man repair- 
ed to the quarter deck, where the two vessels were coming 
in contact and eagerly pressed me to permit them to board 
the enemy : but this t w^ould not permit, as it was evident 
from the comipencement of the action that our fire was' 
greatly superior both in quickness and in effect. The ene- 
my's bowsprit came in between our main and mizen rig- 
ging, on our starboard side, affordmg him an opportunity 
to board us, if such was his desig.i, but no attempt was 
made. There was a considerable swell on, and as the sea 
litled us a head, the enemy's bowsprit carried away onr 
mizen shrouds, stern davits, and spanker boom, and hehung 
upon our larboard quarter. At thiS moment an officer^ 
who was afterwards recognizeil to be Mr. M'Donold, the 
first Lieut, and the then commanding officer, called out 
that they had surrendered. 1 directed the marines and 
musketry-men to cease firing, and, while on the taffrail 
asking if they had surrendered, I received a wound in the 
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neck. The enemy just then j^ot clear of us, and his fore- 
mast and bowsprit being both gone, and. perceiving ns 
ivearing to give him a fresh broadside, he again called out 
that he had surrendered. It was with difficulty 1 could re- 
strain my crew from firing into him again as be had cer- 
tainly tired into us atler having surrendered. From the 
firing of the first gun, to the lasttime the enemy cried out he 
had surrendered, was exactly 22 minutes by the watch. 
She proved to be U. B. M. brig Penguin, mounting six- 
teen 321b carronades, two long 12's, ^twelve lb carron- 
adeonthe top gallant forecastle, with swivels on the cap- 
stern and in the tops. She had a spare port forward, so 
as to fight both her long guns of a side. She sailed from 
^England in Sept. last. She is in all respects, a remarkably 
fine vessel of her class. The enemy acknowledge a com- 
plement of 182 men ; 12 of them supernumerary marines 
from theMedway 74. Tliey acknowledge, also, a loss of 
14 killed, and 28 wounded ; but Mr. Mayo, who was in 
charge of the prize, assures me that the number of killed 
was certainly greater. Among the killed is Cipt. Dicken- 
son, who fell at the close of the action, and the boatswain ; 
amongthewounded, is the second Lieut, purser, and two 
midshipmen. Each of the midshipmen lost a leg. H(iv- 
ing removed the prisoners, and taken on board such provi- 
sions and stores as would be useful to us, 1 scuttled the 
Penguin, this morning before day-light, and she went down. 
As she was completely riddled by our shot, her foremast 
and bowsprit both gone, and her'mainniast so crippled as 
to be incapable of being secured, it seemed unadvisable, at 
this distance from home, to attempt sending her to the U. 
States. 

This ship did not receive a single round shot in her hull, 
nor any material wound in her spars ! the rigging and sails 
nvere very much cut; but having bent a new suit of sails 
and knotted and secured our rigging, we are now com* 
pletely ready, in all respects for any service. We were 
eight men short of complement, and had nine upon the 
sick list the morning of the action. Eiiclosfid is a list of 
killed and wounded. J. B1DDL£. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed, I. — wounded, 11 

BKITISII LOSS. ' 

Killed 14.— \Youuded, 28. 
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OFFICIAL COKKESPONDENCE, 

]l£L>tTLV£ TO THE TREATY OF PEACE. 

Washington, Oct. 10, 1814. 
To the Senate and House of lieptesentatives of' 

t/ie U, States. 
I lay before congress commiinications just received from 
thePleuipotenliaries of the U. States, charged with nego- 
ciating peace with G. Britain ; shewing (he conditions oq 
which alone that government is willing, to put an ^end to 
4he war. . 

JAMES MADISON. , 






The Amkrican Pienipote^Uiar.ies to the Seoretary of stale. 

Ghent, Aug. 12th, 1814. 

SIR — We have the honor to iniorni jou, that the Bri- 
-iish commissioners lord Gauibier, Henry Gouiburn, Esq. 
and Williatn Adams, Esq. arrived m this city on Saturday 
evenmg, the sixth inst. The day after their arrival, Mr. 
Biker, their Secretary, called upon us to give us notice of 
the fact, and lo propose a meeting, at a certain houct on 
the ensuing day. The place having been agreed upon, 
we accordingly met, at 1 o'clock, on Monday, the eighth 
inst. 

We enclose, herewith, a copy of the full powers exhibit- 
ed b} the British commissioners, at that conference ; which 
was opened on their part by an expression of the sincere 
and earnest desire of their government, that the negocia- 
lion mi^ht result in a solid peace, honorable to both par- 
ties. They, at the same time declared, that no events 
wh'K^h had occurred since the first proposal for this nego- 
ciation, had altered the pacific disposition of their govern- 
ment, or varied its views as to the terms upon which it was 
Milling to couchide the peace. 
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We answered; that we heard these declarations itith 
great sattsfactioi), and that our government had acceeded 
to the proposal of negocialion, with the mos»t sincere desire 
to put an end to the dtffereiicei^ whfchtlivided the two couii- 
trieS) and to lay u|>on just andhberal grounds the t'oaiidatioii 
of a peace which securing the rights and interests of both 
nations, should unite them by lasting bonds of amity. 

The British commii$sioners then stated the following sub^ 
jects, as those upon which it appeared to tbem that the 
discussions would be likely to turn, and on which they were 
instructed. 

1. The forcible seizure of mariners on board of merchant 
vessels, and in connection with it^ the claim of his Britan* 
nic majesty to the allegiance of all the native subjects of 
G. Britain. 

We understood them to intimate, that the British govern* 
ment did not propose this point as one which they were par« 
ticularly desirous of discussing ; but that as it had occupied 
so prominent a place in the disputes between the two coun* * 
tries, it necessarily attracted notice and was considered as a 
subject which would come under discussion. 

2. The Indian allies of G. Britain to be included in the 
pacification^ and a definite boundary to be settled for their 
territory. 

The British commissioners stated, that an arrangement 
upon this point was a sine qua non ; that they were not 
authorised to conclude a treaty of peace which did not em* 
brace the Indians, as allies ot his Britannic majesty ; aud 
that the establishment of a definite boundary of the Indian 
territory was necessary to secure a permanent peace, not 
only with the Indians, but also between the U. States and 
G. Britain. 

3. A revision of the boundary line between the U. Stales 
and the adjacent British colonies. 

With respect to this point, they expressly disclaim any 
intention, on the part of thetr government, to acquire au 
increase of territory, and represented the proposed revision 
as intended merely for the purpose of preventing uncer- 
tainty and dispute. 

After having stated these three points as subjects of dis- 
cussion, the British commissioners added, that before they 
desired any answer from us^ tiicy felt -it' incumbent upon 



them to declare, that the British government clid not deny 
the right of the Americans to tl^e fisheries generally, or in 
the open seas ; but Uiat the privileges, formerly granted by 
treaty to the U« States of fishing within the limits of the 
British jurisdiction, and of landing and drying fish on the 
sb(»res of the British territories, would not be renewed 
without an equivalent 

The extent of what was considered by them as waters 
peculiarly British, was not stated. From the manner in 
which they brought this subject into view, they seemed to 
wish us to understand that they were not anxious that it 
should be discussed, and that they only intended to give us 
notice that these privileges had ceased to exist, and would 
not apcain be granted without an equivalent, nor unless we 
thought proper to provide expressly in the treaty of peace 
for their renewal* 

The British commissioners having stated that these were 
all the subjt cts which they intencied to bring tVrward or to 
suggest, requested to be informed, whether we were in- 
structed to enter into negociation on these several points^ 
and whether there was any amongst these which we thought 
it unnecessary to bring into the negociation ? and they de- 
sired us to state, on our part, such other subjects as we 
might intend to propose for discussion in the course of the 
negociation. The meeting was then adjourned to the next 
day,, in order to afibrd us the opportunity of consultation 
among ourselves, before we gave an answer. 

In the course of the evening of the same day, we receiv- 
ed your letters of the 25lh and 27th of June. 

There could be no hesitation, on our part, in informing 
the British commissioners, that we were not instructed on 
the subjects of Indian pacification or boundary, and of 
fisheries. Nor did it seem probable, although neither of 
these points had been stated with sufficient precision in that 
first verbal conference, that they could be sulmitted in any 
shape. — We did not wish, however, to prejudge the result, 
or by any hasty proceeding abruptly to break off the ne- 
gociation. It was not impossible that, on the 8ubje.ct of 
the Indians, the British government had received erroneous 
impressions from the Indian traders in Canada, i?vhich our 
representations might remove: and it appeared, at all 
events, important, to ascertain distinctly the precise inten^ 

39 
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lions of G. Britain on both points. We» therefore, thought 
it advisable to invite the British commissioners to a gener- 
al conversation on all the points ; stating to them, at the 
same time^onr want of instruciions on two of them, and 
hotdnigbut no expectation of the probability of our agree- 
ing to any article respecting them. 

At our meeting on the ensuing day we informed the Bri- 
tish commissioners^ that upon the first and third points 
pi'o'posed by them we were provided with instructions, and 
we presented as further subjects considered by our govern- 
ment assnitalfle for disonssion : 

1st. A definition of blockade ; and as far as might be 
mutually agreed, of other neutral and belligerent rights. 

2d. Claims of indemnity in certain eases of capture and 
seizure. 

We then stated that the two subjects, 1st of Indian pa- 
cification, and boundary, and 2d of fisheries, were not em- 
braced by our instructions. 

M\fv. observed, that as these points had not been heretofoi'e 
the gronnds of any controversy between the government 
of G. Britain and that of the LT. States, and had not been 
alluded to by lord Castlereagh, in his letter proposing the 
negociation, it could not be expected that they should have 
been anticipated and made the subject of instructions by 
our government; that it was natural to be supposed, that 
our ii^structions were confined to those subjects upon which 
differences between ihe two countries were known to ex- 
ist; Mnd that the proposition to define, in a treaty between 
the U. Statf s and G. Britain, the boundary of the Indian 
possessions within our territories, was new and without ex- 
ample. No such provision had been insei*ted in the treaty 
of peace in i783, nor in any other treaty bet\ieen the two 
countries. No such provision had to our knowledge, ever 
been inserled in anv treaty made by G. Britain or any Eu- 
ropean power in relation to the same description of people, 
existing under like circumstances. We would say, how- 
ever, that it would not be doubted, that peace with the In- 
dians wonUl certainly follow a peace with G.Britain : that 
we had mtorniation that commissioners had already been 
appointed to treat with them; that a treaty to that effect 
m:ghl, perha;>s, hiive been already concluded : and that the 
U. States havmg no niterest, nor any motive to continue a 
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Separate war aerainst the Indians, there could never be a 
moment when onr government would not be disposed to 
make peace with them. ^ 

We then expressed oar wish to receive from the British 
commissioners a statement of the views and objects of G« 
Britain upon all the points, and our willingness to discuss 
them all, in order that, even if no an^ang^eraent should be 
agreed on, upon the points not included in our instructions^ 
the government of the U. States might be possessed of the 
entire and precise intentions of that of G. Britain, respect-^ 
mg rhese po.nts, and that the British government might be 
fuilyinformed of Ihe objections, on the part of the U. States^ 
to any such arrangement. 

- In answer to our remark that these points had not been 
alhided to by lord Castlereagh, in his lettei* proposing the 
negociation, it was said, that it could not be expected, that 
in a letter merely intended to invite a negociation, be should 
enumerate the topics of discussion, or state the pretensions 
of his gpvernment; since Ihese would depend upon nlterioit 
events* and might arise out of a subsequent state of things. 

In re])ly to our observation, that the proposed stipulation 
of an Indian boundary was without example in the prac* 
tice of European nations, it was asserted that the Indians 
must in some sort be considered as an independent people, 
since treaties were made with them, both by G. Britain and 
Ihe U. States : u|>on which we pointed out the obvious and 
important differences between the treaties we might make 
with Indians, living in our territory, and such a treaty as 
was proposed to be made, respecting them, with a foreign 
power, who had solemnly acknowledged the territory on 
which they resided to be part of the V. Stales., 
■ We were then asked by the British commrssioners wheth- 
er, in case they should enter further upon the discussion of 
the several points which had been stated, we could expect 
that it would terminate by some provisioirdl arrtingement 
on the points on which we had no instructions, particularr 
>y on that respecting the Indians, which arrangement would 
be subject to the ratiiication of our government ? 

We answered, that beforethe subjects were distinctly 
understood, a. id the objects in view more precisely disclos* 
ed, we could not decide whether it would be possible to 
form any satisfactory article on the subject ; nor pledge 



SOS APPENDIX. 

oumetves as to the exercise of a discretion under our pow- 
ers, even with respect to a provisional agreement. We 
added, that as we shouiti deeply defdore a rupture of the 
nej^ociation on any point, it was our anxious desire to em- 
ploy all po$sible means to avert an event so serious in it*' 
consequences ; and that we had noi been without hope^ 
that a discussion might correct the effect of any erroneous 
information which the British government might have re- . 
ceived on the subject which they bad proposed as a pre- 
liminary basis. 

We took this opportunity to remark, that no nation ob- 
served a policy more liberal and humane towards the In- 
dians than that pursued by the U. States ; that our object 
had been, by all practicable means, to introduce civiliza- 
tion amongst them ; that their possessions were secured to 
jthem by well defined t>oundariesy that their persons, lands, 
and other property were now more efiectualiy protected 
against violence or frauds from any quarter, than they had 
been under any former government ; that even our citizens . 
were not allowed to purchase their lands ; that when they 
gave up their jtitle to any portion of their country to the U. 
States, it was by a voluntary treaty with our government, 
who gave them a satisfactory equivalent ; and that through 
these means the U. States had succeeded in preserving, 
since the treaty of Greenville of 1795, an uninterrupted 
peace of sixteen years, with all the Indian tribes; a period 
of tranquility much longer than they were known tp have 
enjo;yed heretofore. 

It was then expressly stated on our part, that the propov 
sitioii respecting the Indians, was not distinctly understood. 
We asked whether the pacification, and the settlement of 
a boundary for them were both made a sine qua non.^^ 
Which wa$ answered in the affirmative. The question 
was then asked the British commissioners, whether the 
proposed Indian boundary was intended to preclude the U. 
States from the right of purchasing by treaty from the In- 
dians, without the consent of G. Britain, lands laying bci- 
yund that boundary ? And as a restriction upon the In* 
dians ivom selling by amicable treaties lands to the U. 
States, as had been hitherto practised ? 

To this question, it was first answered by one of the 
commissioners^ that the Indians would not be restricted 
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-irom sailing their lands, but that the U. States would be/ 
rastricted from purchasing them ; and on reflection anoth- 
er of the commissioners stated, that it was intended that 
theindian territory should be a barrier between the British 
dominions and those of the U. States, that both G. Britain 
and the U. States should be restricted from purchasing* 
their lands ; but the Indians might sell them to a third par« 
ty. 

The proposition respecting Indian boundary thus ex- 
plained, and connected with the right of sovereignty as- 
cribed to the Indians over the countrv, amounted to noth- 
ing less than a demand of the absolute cession of the rights 
both of sovereignty and of 8oil. We-cannot abstain from 
remarking to you, that the subject (of Indian boundary) 
was indistinctly stated when fiii^t proposed, and that the 
explanations ' were at first objure and always given with 
reluctance. And it was declared from the first moment, to 
be a sine qua norif rendering any discussion unprofitable 
until it was admitted as a basis. Kuowing that we had 
no power to cede to the Indians any part of our territory, 
we thought it unnecessary to ask, what probably would not 
have (ieen answered till the principle was admitted, where 
the line of demarkation of the Indian country was propos-^ 
ed to be established. 

The British commissioners, after having repeated that 
their instructions on the subject of the Indians were |)e- 
remptory, stated that unless we could give some assurance, 
that our powers would allow us to make at least a provi- 
sional arrangement on (he subject, any further discussion 
would be fruitless, and that they must consult their own 
government on this state of things. They proposed ac- 
cordingly a suspension of the conferences, until tjfiey should 
have received an answer, it being understood that each 
party might call a meeting whenever they had any propo- 
sition to submit They dispatched a special messenger 
the same eveniing, and we are now waiting for the result. 

Before the proposed adjournment took place, it was 
agreed that ther6 should be a protocol of the conferences; 
that a statement should for that purpose be drawn up by 
each party, and that we should meet the next day lo com- 
pare the statements. We accordingly met again on Wed- 
xiesday the 10th inst. and ultimately agreed upon what 
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should constitute the protocol of the conferences. ' A copy 
of this instrument, we have the honor to transmit with this 
dispatch. 

They objected to the insertion of the answer which they 
had g'iven to our question respecting the effect of the pro-* 
posed Indian boundary ; but they acrreed to an alteration 
of their original proposition on that subject, which ren- 
ders it much more explicit than as stated, either in the first 
conference or m their proposed draught of the protocol. — 
They also objected to the insertion of the fact, that they 
had proposed to adjourn the conferences, until they could 
obtain further instructions from their government. The 
return of their messenger may, perhaps, disclose the mo- 
tive of their reluctance in thatrespeot. 
We have the honor to be, >tc. 



JOHN a ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 



H. CLAY, 
JONA. RUSSELL. 



PROTOCOL OP CONFERENCE. 

> Augusts, 1814. 

The British commissioners requested informvition wheth- 
er the American commissioners were instructed to enter 
into negociation on the preceding points ? But before they 
desired any answer, they felt it right to communicate the 
intentions of their government as to the North American 
fisheries, viz. That the British government did not intend 
to grant to the U. States, gratuitously, the privileges for- 
merly granted by treaty to them, of Ashing within the lim- 
its of the British sovereignty, and of using the shores of the 
British territories for purposes connected with the fishe- 
ries. 

August 9. — ^The meeting being adjourned to the 9th of 
Auj^ust, the commissioners met again on that day. 

The American commissioners at this meeting stated, 
that upon the first and third points proposed by tl^e British 
commissioners, they were provided with instructions from 
their sfovernment, and that the second and fourth of these 
points were not provided for in their instructions. That 
in relatioHF to an Lidian pacification, they kmew that the 
government of the U. States had appointed commission- 
ers to treat of peace ^ith the Indians, and that it was not 
improbable that peace had been made with them. 
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Th'e Atoerican commissioners presented as further sub« 
jects coDsidered by the governmeut of the U. States as suit^ 
able tor discussion. 

1. A deiinition of blockade, and as far as may be a- 
greed, of other neutral and belligerent rights. 

2. Certain claims of indemnity toindiiriduals for captures' 
aud seuures preceding and subsequent to the. war. 

. 3. They further stated that there were various othe.* 
points to which their instructions extended, which might 
with propriety be objects of discussion, either in the nego- 
ciation of the peace, or in that of a treaty of commerce, 
which in the case of a propitious termination of the present 
conferences, they were likewise authorised to conclude^ 
That for the purpose of facilitating the first and most es- 
se ktial object of peace, they had discarded every subject 
which was not considered as peculiarly connected with 
that, and presented only those points which appeared to 
be immediately relevant to this negociation. 

The American commissioners expressed their wish to re- 
ceive from the British commissioners a statement of the 
views and objects of G. Britain, upon all the points, and 
their willingness to discuss them alL« 

They, the American commissioners were asked, wheth-- 
er, if those of G. Britain should enter further upon this dis- 
cussion, particularly respecting the Indian boundary, the 
American commissioners could expect tjiat it would ter- 
minate by some provisional arrangeu^nt, which they could 
conclude, subject to the ratification of their government ? 
. They answered, that as any aiTangement to which they 
could agree upon the subject must be without specific au- 
thority from their government, it was not possible for them, 
previous to discussion, to decide whether any article on the 
subject could be formed which would be mutually satisfac- 
tory, and to which they should think themselves, under 
their discretionary powers, justified in acceding. 

The American Commissioners to the Secretary of State. 

GHiLNT,^ August 19, 1814. 
. SIR — Mr. Baker, secretary to the British mission, call- 
ed upon us to-day, at 1 o*clock, and invited us to a con- 
ference to be held at three. This was agreed to, and the 
British commissionei*s opened it, by saymg that they had 
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received their farther instnictions this mornings and bad 
Dot lost a momeut in requesting a meeting f^v the purpose 
ofcominuiHrating ihe decision of their government. It is 
proper to notice that lord Castlereagh had arrived last 
night in this city, whence, it is said, he will depart to*mor- 
row on his way to Brussels and Vienna. 

The British commissioners stated that their government 
had felt some surprise, thai we were not instructed respect- 
ing the Indians, as it could not have been expected that 
they would leave their allies, in their comparatively weak 
situation, exposed to our resentment. Great-Britain might 
justly have supposed that the American government would 
have furnished us with instructions authorising us to agree 
to a positive article on the subject ; but, the least she could 
demand was that we should sign a provisional article ad- 
mitting the principal subject to the ratification of our gov- 
ernment ; so that, if it shouid be ratified, the treaty should 
take effect ; and, if not, that it should be null and void ; on 
our assent or refusal to admit such an article would depend 
the continuance or suspension of the negociation. 

As we had represented that the proposition made by 
them, on that subject, was not sufficiently explicit, their 
government had directed them to give us every necessary 
explanation, and to state distinctly the basis which mu^ 
be considered as an indispensable prelimmary. 

It was a sifie qua non that the Indians should be includ- 
ed in the pacification, and, as incident thereto, that the 
boundaries of their territory should be permanently estab- 
lished. Peace with the Indians was a subject s^ simple, 
as to require no comment. With respect to the bounda- 
ries which was to divide their territory from that of the U. 
States, the object of the British government was, that the 
Indians should remain as a permanent barrier between our 
western settlements,, and the adjacent British provinces, to 
prevent them from being conterminous to each^other : and 
that neither the U. States, norG. Britain, should ever here- 
after have the right to purchase, or acquire any part ot the 
territory thus recognized, as belonging to the Indians. — 
With legard to the extent of the Indian territory, and the 
boundary line, the British government would propose the 
lines of the Greenville treaty, as a proper basis, subjects 
however, to discussion and modifications. 
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' We statfd that the Indian territory, accorclincf to these 
lines, would comprehend a sjreut number of American citi- 
zens ; not less, perhaps, than a hundred thousand : and 
asked, what was t!'e iiiteiition of the British cfoveninient 
respecting' them, and rnuler whose government they would 
fall ? It was answered that those settlementft would be tak- 
en into consid(Tation, when the line became a subject of 
discussion ; but that such of the inhabitants, as would uiti* 
tiiatcly be included within the Indian territory, must make 
their own arrauffemei.ts and provide fortheni^^lves. 

The British commissionei's here said thai, considerincf 
the importance of the question we had lo decide, (thn^ of 
hgreeing' to a i»rovisional aiLiclo) their govtrnnie: t *i. d 
tbo jg-ht it rig^ht, th it we should also be fully iiiformed of 
its views, with respect to the proposed revison of th6 
boundary line, between the dominions of G. Britain and 
the U. States. 

1st. Experience had proved that the joint possession of 
the lakes, and a rio;ht common to both nations, to keep up 
a naval force on them, Ui-cessariiy produced collisons, and 
rendered [)eace insecure. AsG. Britain could not be sup- 
posed to expect to make conquest in that quarter, and as 
that province was essentially weaker than the U. States, 
and exposed to invasion, it was necessary, for its security, 
that G.Britain should require that the U. States should 
hereafter keep no armed naval force on the Western Lakes, 
from Lake Ontario to Lake Superior, bolh inclusive ; that 
they should not erect aijy fortiiiod or military post or estab- 
lishmer.t on the shores of those lakes ; and that they should 
not maintain those which were already existing*. This 
iTiust, they said, be coiisidered as a moderate demand, since 
G. Britain, if she had not disclaimed the intention of any in- 
crease of territory, mi;;l;l wilh propriety have asked a ces- 
sion of the adjacent American shores. The commercial 
navijfation andinti^'coiu'se would be U ft on the same footmg 
as heretofore. It was expressly stated, (in answer to a 
questio ) we asked,) that G. Britain was to retain th.e right 
of havi!»i>' an armed naval force on those lakes, and of hold- 
ing' military posts and cslablishmeiits on iheir sho?-e«. 
* 2. The boundary line west ot Lake Superior, and thence 
to the Miss:ssi[)i, to b:? rev.seda.d I he treaty ri»i^ht of G. 
Britain to Ihe navijiation of the !Vlib.s.ssipi, lo be coulinued. 

■i 
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When asked, whether ihey did not mean the line from the 
Lakeot* the Woods to the Mississipi, the British cotnmis- 
S'oners repeateil that th^y meant the line from lake Supe- 
rior, to that river. 

S. A direct commnnication from Halifax and the pro- 
vince of ?iew-Brunswirk to diiebec, to be ftecured to lu 
Britain. In answer to our questiun, in what manner this 
w»8 to l>e effected., we were told that it must be done by a 
cession to G. Britain of that portion of the <listrct ot Maine 
Cm Ihe state of Massachusetts) which intervenes between 
New- Brunswick and QAiebee, and prevents that direct 
comnuinicalion. 

Reverting to the proposed provisonal article, respecting^ 
the Indian p»cification and boundary, the British com- 
missioners concluded by stating to us, that if the conferen- 
ces shouh.l \ye suspended by our refusal to agree to such iin 
article, without having obtained further instructions from 
our government, G. Britain wouKI not consider - herself 
bound to abide by the leritts which she now offered, but 
would beat libertv tovai'v and nu'iibte her demands ac- 
cording to subsecpient events, and in sucls manner as the 
stateof the war, at Liictimeot renewing the negociation, 
mio'ht wnrran!. 

We asked whether the siatement nvade, respecting pro- 
posed revision of the boundary line l>etween the U. States 
and the dominions of G. Britain, embraced all the objects 
ahe meai-.t to bring forward for discussion, and M'hat were, 
pai*tieularly, her views with respect to Moose Island, and 
such other islands in the bay of Passamaquaddy, as had 
been in our possession till the present war, but had been 
lately captured ? We were answered, that those Islands be- 
longing of right to G. Britain, (as much so, one of the com- 
missioners said, asNorthaur|)lon8hire,) they would certain- 
ly be kttpt by her, and were not even supposed to be an ob- 
ject of discussion. 

From the forcible manner in which ihe demand, that the 
U. States should keep no naval arme<l force on the lakes,, 
nor any military post on their shores, has been brought for- 
ward, we were induced to inquire whether this condition 
was also meant as a sine qua uon ? To this the British com- 
missioners declined giving a positive answer. They said 
tUsiiXhiiy had been sufficiently e>:piicit; thai they had given 
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Vi9 one sine qua non, and when we had dis|K)sed of that, it 
would be tune enoqgh to give us an answer as to another. 

We then st;t ted that, considerinof the nature and impor- 
tance of the communication made this day, we wished the 
British commissioners to reduce their proposals to writing, 
be«ore we gave them an answer ; tJiis ihey agreed to, and 
prooiised to send us an official note without delay. 

We need hardly say that the demands of (G. Britain will 
receive from us an unanimous and decided negative. We 
do not deem it necessary to detain the John Adams for the 
purpose of transmitting to you the official notes which may 
pass on the subject and close the negociation. And we 
have felt it our duty hnmediately to apprize you, by thig 
hasty, but correct sketch of our last conference, that there 
is not at present, any hope of peace. 
W^e have the honor to be, &c. 



JOHN a ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
A. GALLATIN, 



H. CLAY, 
JONA. ROSSELL. 



jVote of the British commissioners. (^Received after the 

above letter was written.) 

The undersigned, Pienipotentiares of his Britannic majes- 
ty, do themselves the honor of acquainting the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the U. States, thiAt they have communicated to 
their court the result of the conference which they had the 
honor of hohting with them upon the 9lh inst. in which 
they stated, that they were unprovided with any specific in- 
structions, as to comprehending the Indian nations in a trea- 
ty of peace to be made with G. Britain, and as to defining a 
boundary to the Indian territory. 

The undersigned are instructed to acquaint the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the U. States, that his majesty's government hav- 
ing at the outset of the negbciation, with a view to tii^ spee- 
dy restoration of peace reduced as far as possible the number 
of points to be discussed, and having professed themselves 
willing to forego on some important topics any stipuhition 
to the advantage of G. Britain, cannot but feel some surprise 
that the government of the If. States should not have fur- 
nished their Plenipotentiaries with instructions upon those 
points which could hardly fail to come under discussion. 
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Under ihe iiiabilty of tho Amoricftn Plenipoteariaries 
to conclude nny nrlic!e upoii. the Riibject of Indian |meifia*> 
tion and Indian bnninlarv, which shall bind the oovern- 
ment of Iht U. Slates, his maiesty's jjovornnient conceive 
that thejr cannot ^^rvea better proof of their sincere desire 
for the resloralioti of peace, than l>y professing^ their willing- 
ness to acce[)4. a provisional arlicU* upon these heads, in the 
event of the American Plenipotentiaries considering them- 
sehcs authorized to accede to the uenerul (irinciples, upon 
which such an article ou<jfht to bti fonitded. With a view 
to Citable tlu* American Pletiipot-cntiaries to decide, bow 
fartlie conclusion of such an arlicle is within the hmit of 
their g^c»neral discretion, the undersigned are directed to 
state, fnlly and distinctly, the basis upon which alone- G. 
Britain sees any prospect of advantaj^e in the continuance 
of ihe negfociations at the present time. 

The undersigned have already had the honor of stating 
to the American Pienipotentiaries, thsit in consideriug the 
points above referred to, as a sine qua nan of any treaty of 
peace, the view of the British government is the perma* 
neiit tranquility anri security of the Indian nations, and 
the prevention of those jealousies and irritations, to which 
the frequent alteration of the Indian limits has heretofore 
given rise. 

For this purpose it is indispensably necessary, that the 
'Indian nations who have been <lnring (he war in alliance 
with G. Britain, should, at the termination of the war, be 
included i:t the pacitication. 

It is equally necessary, ihat a deiinite boundary should 
be assigned to the Indians, and that the contracting par- 
ties should guarantee the inti^g ity of their territory, by a 
mutual stipu.ation, not to acquire by purchase, or other- 
wise, any territory within. the specified limits. The British 
goVempient are willing to take, as the basis of an nrticle 
oil this subject, those stipulations of the treaty of Greenvdie, 
subject to iMDUiiications, which, relate to a boundary line. 

A< the undersigned are desirous of stating every point 
in connection witii the subject, which may reasonably in- 
fluence the decision of the American Pleiii|Kitentiaries in 
the extreise of their discretion, ihev avail themseWes of 
thisopportu lity to repeat what they already stated, thalG.i 
Britain desires the revision of the frontier between her 
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North Araericiin dominions and those of the 15 . Stakes, 
not with Uiiy view to an acqu'iHition of territory, as such, 
but for the purpose of securing her possessions, and pre- 
venting future disputes. 

The JBritisli gaverninent, consider the lakes from lake 
Ontario to lake Superior, both inelnsive, to liethe natural 
military frontier of the British possessions in North Anie- 
rica. As the weaker power on the North American con- 
tinent, the least capable of acting offensivelyy mxd the most 
exposed to sudden invasions, G. Br.tain considers the mdi- 
tary occupation of these lakes as necessary to the security 
of her dominions. A boundary Hue equally dividing these 
waters, with a right to each nation: to arm, bokh upon the 
lakes and upon their shores, is calculated to create a con- 
test for naval ascendancy in peace as well as in war. The 
power which occupies these lakes should, as a necessary 
result, have the military occupation of both shores. 

In furtherance of this object the British government is 
prepared to |)ropose a boundary. But as this might b<^ 
misconstructed as an intention to extend their possessions 
to the southward of the lakes, which is by no oceans the 
object they have in view, they are disposed to leave the ter- 
riiorial limits undisturbed, and as incident to tjjem, the 
free commercial navigation of the lakes, provided that Uio 
American government will stipulate not to maintain or 
construct, any fortiiications upon, or within a limited dis- 
tance of the shores, or maintain or construct any armed ves- 
sel upon the lakes m question, or in the rivers which emptv 
themselves into the same. 

If this can be adjusted, there will then remain for dis- 
cussion the arrangement o\ ihe north western boundarv 
between lake Superior and the Mississippi, the free naviga- 
tion of that river, and such a vacation of the line of frontier 
as may secure a direct coaimuincation between (Quebec 
aiid Halifax. 

The undersigned trust, that the full statement which 
they have made of the views and objects of the Brilish 
governmetit in requiring the paciiication of the Indian na- 
tions, and a permanent hnnt <o their territories, will enable 
the American Pienipotentiartcs to conclude a provisional 
article upon the basis aiyove stated. Should th( y feel it 
necessary to refer to ihe government of the U. States for 
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further instructions, the undersigned feel it incumbent up 
on them to acquaint the American Plenipotentiaries, that 
the gover:iinent cannot be precluded by any thing that ba« 
passed from varyingthe terms at present proposed, in such a 
manner, as the state of war, at the ' time *oi' resuming the 
conferences, may in their judgment render advisable. 

The undersigned avail themselves of - this occasion to 
renew to the Plenipotentiaries of the LJ. States, the assur- 
ance of their high consideration. 

GAMBJER, 
H. GOULBURN, 
W. ADAMS. 
Ghent J Atiffust 19, 1814. 

77i€ American to the British Commissioners. 

Ghent, August 24, 1814. 

The undersigned ministers plenipotentiary and extraor- 
dinary from the United States of America, have given to* 
the official note which they have had the honor of receiving 
from his Britannic majesty's Plenipotentiaries the deliber- 
ate attention which the importance of its contents required, 
and have now that of transmitting to them their answer 
on the several points to which it refers. 

They would present to the consideration of the British 
plenipotentiaries, that lord Castlereagh, in his letter of the 
4th Of November 1813, to the AmiTican Secretary of State, 
pledges the faith of the British government that *t.hej were 
willing to enter into discussion with the government of 
iVmericafor the conciliatory adjustment of the differences 
subsisting between the two states, with an earnest desire on 
their part to bring them to a favorable issue, upon princi- 
ples of perfect recipi'ocity, not inconsistent with the estab- 
lished maxims of public law, and the maritime rights of the 
British empire/ This fact alone might suffice to shew« 
that it ought not to have been expected that the American 
government, in acceding to this proposition, should have 
exceeded iis terms, and furnished the undersigned with in- 
structions authorising them to treat with the British Pleni- 
potentiaries respecting Indians situated within the bounda- 
ries of the U. States. That such expectation was tidt en- 
tei-tained by the British government might also havie be^it' 
inferred from tbo explicit assurances which the British 



APPJ&NDIl^ 319 

rlenipotentiariesg^ave, on the part of their governmenty at 
the first conference which the undersigned had the honor 
of holding' with them, that no events, subsequent to the first 
projiosal for this negociation, hud, in any manner, varied 
either the disposition of the British government, that it 
might terminate in a peace honorable to botli parties, or 
the terms upon which they would be willing to conclude it. 

It is well known Uiat the diiferences which unhappily 
subsist between G. Britain and the U States, and which 
u'tnnately led to the present war, were wholly of a maritime 
nature, arising principally from the British Orders in Coun- 
cil, ni relation to blockades, and from the impressment of 
mariners from onboard of American vessels. — The boun- 
dary of the Indian territory had never been a subject of 
dift'erence between the two countries. Neither the princi- 
ples of reciprocity, the maxims of public law, nor the mari- 
time rights of the British empire, could require the perma- 
nent establishment of such a boundary. The novel pre- 
tensions now advaitced couid no more have been anticipat- 
ed by the government of the U . States, in forming instruc- 
tions for this negociation, than they st'em to have been con- 
templated by that of G. Britain h\ November last, in pro.- 
posing it. Lind Casttereagh's note makes the termination of 
the war to dept^id on a conciliatory adjustment of the dif- 
ferences then subsisting between tlie two states, and in no 
other condition whatever. 

Nor could the American government have foreseen that 
G. Britain in order to obtain peace for tlH3 Indians, residing 
within the dominions uf the U. States, whom she had in- 
duced to take part with her in the war, would demand that 
they should be made parties to the treaty between the two 
nations, or that the boundaries of their hmds slionld be per- 
manently and irrevocably fixed by that treaty. Such a 
proposition is contrary to the ackncrwledged principles of 
public law, and the practice of all civilized nations, particu- 
larly of G. Britain and of the U. States. It is not founded 
on reciprocity. It is unnecessary for the attainment of the 
object which it professes to have in view. 

No maxim of public law has lathertobeon more univer- 
sally established among the powers of Europe possessing^ 
t€rritorie» in America, and there is none to which G. Bri- 
tain has more uniformly and inflexibly a<lhercd, than that 
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of siift'erhimf no interposition of a foreigfn power in the rela- 
tions between the acknowledged sovereijrn of the territory, 
and the Indians situated upon it. Without the admisHfon 
of this principle, there would he no intellipfible meaning 
attached to stipulations estahlishinir boundaries between 
the dominions in America, of civilized nations possessing 
territories inhabited by Indian tribes.— Whatever may be 
the relations ofl.idians to the nation in whose territory 
they are thus acknowledged to res-de, they cannot be con- 
sidered as an independent power by the nation which has 
made such acknowiedpfmenl. 

The territory of which G. Britain wishes now- to dispose. 
IS within the dominions of the tT. Slates, was solemnlv ac- 
knowledji^ed l)y hei-self in the treaty of peace of 1783, 
%vhich established their boundaries, and by which she re- 
linquished all claim to the gcvernment, propriety, and ter- 
ritorial rights within these boundaries. No condition res- 
pecting the Indians residing therein, was inserted in that 
treaty. No stipulation similar to that now proposed is to 
be found in anv treaty made bv G. Br. tain, or within the 
knowledge of the undersigned, l>y any olher nation. 

The Indian tribes for which G. Britain proposes now to 
stipulule, have, themselves, acknowledged this i^riiicipte. 
By the Greenville treaty of 1795, to which the British 
plenipotentiaries have here alhided, it is exj^ressly stipulat- 
ed, and the condition has been confirmed bv every subsc- 
quent treaty, so late as the year 1810, *That the Indian 
tribes shall quietly enjoy their lands, hunting, planting, and 
dwelling thereon, so long as they |>lease, without any mo- 
lestation from the U. Slates: but that when those tril>C8, 
or any of them, shall be disposed to sell their lauds, they 
shall be sold only to the U. States : that until such sale, 
theU. States will protect all the said Indian tribes in live 
quiet enjoyment of their lands against all citizens of tlie 
U. States, and against all other while persons who intrude 
on the same, and that Ihe said Indian tribes again acknowl- 
edge themselves to be under the protection of the said 
U. Slates, and of no other power whatever.' 

That there is no reciprocity in the [U'oposed stipulalioa 
is evident. In prohibiting G. Britain and the U\ States 
from purchasiifg lands within a part of the dominions of 
^i;e latter power, whde it professes to lake from 6^\Britain 
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a privilege which she had not, it actually deprives the 
U. States of a right exclusively belonging to them. 

The proposition is utterly unnecessary for the purpose of 
obtaining a pacification for the Indians residing within the 
territories of the U. States. The undersigned have already 
bad the honor of informing the British PlenO|jotentiaries, 
that, under the system of liberal policy adopted by the 
U. States in their relations with the Indians within their 
territories, an uninterrupted peace h^d subsisted from the 
year 1705, not only between the U. States and all those 
tribes, but also amongst those tribes themselves for a lon- 
ger period of time than ever had been known since the first 
settlement of North America. Against those Indians the 
U. States have neither interest nor inclination to continue 
the war. They have nothing to ask of them but peace. 
Commissioners on their part have been appointed to con- 
clude it, and an armistice was actually made last autumn 
with most of those tribes. The British government may 
again have induced some of them to take their side in the 
war, but peace wilh them will necessarily follow immedi- 
ately a peace with G. Britain. To a provisional article 
similar to what has been sti[mlated in some former treaties, 
engaging that each party will treat for the Indians within 
its territories, include them in the peace, and use its best 
endeavors to preventthem from committinghostilities against 
the citizens or subjects of the other party, the undersigned 
might assent, and rely on the approbation and ratification 
of their government. They would also for the purpose of 
securing the duration of peace, and to prevent collisions 
which might interrupt it, propose a stipulation which 
should preclude the subjects or citizens of each nation, res- 
pectively, from trading with the Indians residing within the 
territory of the other. But to surrender both the rights of 
sovereignty and of soil over nearly one third of the territorial 
dominions of the U. States to a number of Indians not 
probably exceeding twenty thousand, the undersigned are 
so far from being instructed or authorized, that any ar- 
rangement for that purpose would be instantaneously reject* 
ed by their government. 

Mot only has this extraordinary demand been made a 
sine qua non, to be admitted without a discussion, and as 
A preliminary basis ;. but it is accompanied by others 

41 
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equally inadmissible, which the British Plenipotentiaries 
state to be so connected with it, that they may reasonably 
inflnence the decision of the undersigned upon it, yet leav- 
ing* them uninformed how far these other demands may 
also be insisted on as indispensable conditions of a peace. 

As little are the undersigned instructed or empowered to 
accede to the propositions of the British government, in re* 
lation to the military occupation of the western lakes. If 
the> have found the proposed interference of G. Britain in 
the concerns of Indians residing within the U. States ut- 
terly incompatible with any established maxim of public 
law, they are no less at a loss to discover by what rule of 
perfect reciprocity theU. States can be required to renounce 
their equal right of maintaining a naval force upon those 
lakes, and of fortifying their own shores, while G.Britain 
reserves exclusively the corresponding rights to herselfr 
That in point of military preparation, G. Britain in herpes- 
sessions in North America, ever has been in a condition U/ 
be termed, with propriety, the weaker power in compari- 
son with the U. Slates, the undersigned believe to be incor- 
rect in point of fact. In regard to the fortification of the 
shores, and to the forces aotually kept on foot upon those 
frontiers, they believe the superiority to have always been 
on \\ie sideoi G. Britain. If the proposal to dismantle the 
forts upon her shores, strike for ever her military flag upon 
her lakes, and lav her whole frontier defenceless in the pre- 
sence of her armed and fortified neighbor, had proceeded 
not from G. Britain to the U. States, but from the U. States 
to G. Britiiin,'the undersigned may safely appeal to* the 
bosoms of his Britannic majesty's Plenipotentiaries for the 
feelings with which, not only in regard to the interests, but 
the honor of their nation, they would have received such a 
proposal. What would G. Britain herself say, if in rela- 
tion lo another frontier, where she has the acknowledged 
suptriorty of strength, it were proposed that she should be 
i-educed to a condition even of equality with the U. States. 

The undersigned further perceive that under the alledg- 
ed purpt^se of opening a direct communiea^on between 
two of the British provinces in America, the British gov- 
ernment require a cession of territory forming a part of one 
of the states of the American union, and that they propose, 
wUhoat purpose specifically alledged, to draw the bouudary 
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line westward, not from the lake of the Woods, as it now 
is, but from lake Superior. It must be perfectly immaterial 
to the U. States, whether the object of the BntLsh govern- 
ment, in demanding ihe dismemberment of the U. States 
is to acquire territory, as such, or for purposes less liable, 
in the ejes of the world, to be ascribed to the desire of ag- 
grandizement. Whatever the fhotive may be, and with 
whatever consistency views of conquest may be disclaimed^ 
while demanding for herself, or for the Indians, a cession 
of territory more extensive than the whole island of Great- 
Britain, the duty marked out for the undersigned is the 
same. They have no authority to cede any part of the ter- 
ritory of the tJ. States, and to no stipulation to that ejSTect 
will they subscribe^ 

The conditions proposed by G. Britain have no relation 
to the subsisting differences between the two countries : 
they are inconsistent with acknowledged principles of pub- 
lic law ; they are founded neither on reciprocity nor on any 
of the usual bases of negociation, neither on that of uUipos- 
sidetiSf or of status ante bellum : they would inflict the most 
vital injury on the U. States, by dismembering their 
territory, by arresting their natural gi'owth and in- 
. crease of population, and by leaving their northern and 
western frontier equally exposed to British invasion and to 
Indian aggression ; they are, above all, dishonorable to the 
U. States, in demanding from them to abandon territory 
and a portion of their citizens, to admit a foreign interfere 
ence in their domestic concerns, and to cease to exercise 
their natural rights on their own shores and in their own 
waters. A treaty concluded on such terms would be but 
an armistice. It cannot be supposed that America would 
long submit to conditions so injurious and degrading. It 
is impossible, in the natural course of events, that she should 
not, at the first favorable opportunity, recur to arms, for the 
recovery of her territory, of her rights, of her honor. In- 
stead of settling existing differences, such a peace would 
only create new causes of war, sow the seeds of a perma- 
nent hatred, and lay the foundation of hostilities for.f^ iiir 
definite period. v' 

Essentially pacific from her political institutions, from 
the habits ofher citizens,*from her physical situation, Ame* 
rica reluctantly engaged in the war. She wishes for 



peace ; but she \vishes for it upon those ternig of reci|)ro« 
city, honorable to both countries, which can alone render it 
permanent. The causes of the war between the U. States 
aiiit G. Britain having disappeared by the maritime paciii* 
cation of Europe, the government of the LL States does 
not desire to continue it, in defence of abstract principles, 
H'hich have for the present, ceased to have any practical 
efiect. Tlie. undersigned have been accordingly iostruct- 
ed to agree to its termination, both paiiies restoring what- 
ever territory they may have taken, and both reserving ail 
their rights, in relation to their resj)ective seamen. To 
make the peace between the two nations solid and perma^ 
DC ty the undersigned were also instructed, and have been 
prepared to enter into the most amical)le discussion of all 
those points on which dift'erences or uncertainty had exist- 
ed, and which might liereattertend in any degree whatev- 
er 4o interrupt the harmony of the- two countries, without, 
however, making the conclusion of (he peace at all depend 
upon a successful result of the discussion. 

It is, therefore, with deep regret, that the undersigned 
have seen that other views are entertained by the British 
government, and that new and unexpected pretensions are 
raised, which, if persisted in, must oppose an insuperable 
obstacle to a pacification. It is not necessary to refer such 
demands to the American government for its instruct.on. 
They will only be a tit subject of deliberation, when it be- 
comes necessary to decide upon the expediency o^ an abso* 
lute surrender of national independence. 

The undersigned request the British Plenipotentiaries 
to accept the assurance ot their high esteem. 



JOHN a ADAMS, 
J. A. B vYARD, 
H. CLAY, 



JONA. RUSSELL, 
A. GALLATIN. 



Tlie British to the American Commissioners. 

GuKNT, Kepi. 4, 1814. 
The undersigned have the ho. < or to acknowledge th^ 
receipt of the note of the American Plenipotentiaries, dated 
the 24th utlimo. 

li IS with unfeigned regret that the undersigned observe, 

both in the tone and substance of the whole note, so little 

proof of any dis|>osition on tiie part of the government of 

fhe U, jSUte;» to enter mlo aa amicable discussion of th e 
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several points submilted by the undersigned in their former 
communication. The undersigned are perfectly aware, 
that in bringing forward those points for consideration, and 
stating with so much, frankness, as they did, the views with 
which they were proposed, they departed fmm the usual 
course of negnciating, by disclosing all the objects of their 
government, while those which the American government 
had in view were withheld : but in so doing they were 
principally actuated by a desire of bringing the negocia- 
tion as soon as possible to a favorable termination, and ia 
some measure by their willingness to comply with the wish-^ 
es expressed by the American Plenipotentiaries themselves. 
It is perfectly true that the war between his majesty and 
the U. States, was declared by the latter power upon the 

Eretence of maritime rights alledged to be asserted by G. 
Irttain, and disputed by the U. States. 
If the war thus declared by the U. States had been car- 
ried o.i by them for objects purely of a maritime nature, or 
if the attack wh«ch has been made on Canada had been for 
the purpose ol diversion, or the way of defence against the 
British forces in that quarter, any question as to the boun- 
daries of Canada, ought have been considered as unneces- 
sary ; but it is notorious to the whole world that the con- 
quest of Canada, and its permanent annexation to the U. 
States, was the declared object of the American govern- 
ment. If in consequence of a diffc re tt course of events on 
the contment of Europe, his majesty's government had 
been unable to reinforce the British armies in Canada, and 
the U. States had obtained a decided superiority in that 
quarter, is there any person who doubts that they woul4 
have availed themselves of their situation to obtain on the 
side ot Canada important cessions of territory, if not the en- 
tire abandonment of that country by G. Britain? Is the 
American government to be allowed to p'irsue, so far as 
its meaus will enable it, a system of acquisition and aggran- 
dizement to the extent uf annexing entire provinces to their 
dominions, and is his majesty to be precluded from avail* 
ing himself of his means, t»o far as they will enable him, to 
retain those points which the valor of British arms may 
have placed in his power, because they happen to be situat- 
led within the territories allotted under former treaties to 
the government of the U. States? 



Sach a principle of negociaiion was never avowed ante- 
cedent to that of the revolutionary government of^rance. 

If the policy of the U. States had been essentially pa- 
cific, as the American Plenipotentiaries assert it ought to 
be, from their political institutions, from the habits of their 
citizens, and from their physical situation, it might not have 
been necessary to propose the precautionary provisions now 
under discussion. That, of late years at least, the Ameri- 
can government have been influenced by a very different 
policy: by aspiritof aggrandizement not necessary to their 
own security, but increasing with the extent of their em- 
pire, has been too clearly manifested by their progressive 
occupation of the Indian territories ; by the acquisition of 
Louisiana : by the more recent attempt to wrest by force of 
arms from a nation in amity, the two Floridas : and, lastly, 
by the avowed hitention ot permanently annexing the Caa- 
adas to the U. States. 

If, then, the security of the British North American do- 
minions requires any sacrifices on the part of the U. Stales, 
they must be ascribed to the declared policy of that govern- 
ment in making the war not one of self defence, nor for the 
redress of grievences, real or pretended^ but a part of a sys- 
tem of conquest and aggrandizement. 

The British government in its present situation, is bound 
in duty to endeavor to secure its North American domin- 
ions against those attempts at conquest, which the Ameri- 
can government have avowed to be a principle of their 
policy, and which as such will undoubtedly be renewed, 
whenever any succeeding war between the two countries 
sha!l afford a prospect of renewing them with success. 

The British Pienipotentiaries proposed that the military 
possesion of the lakes, from lake Ontario to lake Superior, 
should be secured to G. Britain, because the command of 
those lakes would afford to the American government the 
meansof commencing a war in the heart of Canada, and 
because the command of them, on the part of G. Britain, 
has been shewn by experience to be attended with no inse- 
curity to the U. States. 

When the relative strength of the two powers in North 
America is considered, it should be recollected that the 
Briti!»h dominions in that quarter do not contain a popula- 
tion of five hundred thousand souls, whereas the tenutory of 



APPENDIX. 327 

Ihe tJ. States contains a population of more than seven miU 
Kons ; that the naval resources of the U. States are at hand 
for attack, and that the naval resources of G. Britain are on 
the other side of the Atlantic. 

Themilitary possession of those lakes is not, therefore, 
necessary for the protection of the U. States. 

The proposal for allowing the territories on the southern 
banks of the lakes above mentioned to remain in the pos* 
session of the government of the U. Stales, provided no 
fortifications should be erected on the shores, and no arma- 
ment permitted on the waters, has been made, for the pur- 
pose of manifesting, that security and not acquisition of the 
territory is the object of the British government, and that they 
have no desire to throw obstacles in the way of any com- 
merce which the people of the IT. States may be desirous 
of carrying on upon the lakes in time of peace. 

The undersigned, with the anxious wish to rectify all 
misunderstanding, have thus more fully explained the 
grounds upon which they brought forward the propositions 
contained in their former note respecting the boundaries of 
the British dominion!^ in North America. 

They do not wisl/to insist upon them beyond what the 
(Hrcumstunces may fairly require. They are ready? amica- 
bly to discuss the details of them with a view to the adop- 
tion of any modifications which the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries, or their government, may have to suggest, if they are 
not incompatible with the object itself. 

With respect to the boundary of the. district of Maine, 
and that of the north western frontier of theU. States, the 
undersigned were not prepared to anticipate the objections 
contained in the note of the American Plenipotentiaries, 
* that they were instructed to treat for the revison of their 
boundary lines,' with the statement which they have subse- 
quently made, that they had no authority to cede any part, 
however insignificant, of the territories of the U. States, al- 
though the proposal left it open to them to demand an 
equivalent for such cession either in frontier or otherwise. 

The American Plenipotentiaries must be aware that the 
boundary of the District of Maine has never been correctly 
ascertained ; that the one asserted at present by the Ameri- 
can government, by which the direct communication be- 
tween Halifax and Quebec becomes interrupted, was not 
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in coDtemplatiori of the British Plenipotentiaries who con« 
eluded the treaty of ITSe), and that the greater part of the 
territory in question is actually unoccupied. 

The undersigned are persuaded that an arrangement on 
this point might be easily made, if entered into with the 
spirit of conciliation, without any prejudice to the interests 
of the district in question. 

As the necessity of fixing some boundary for the north 
western frontier has been mutually acknowledged, a propo- 
sal for a discussion on that subject cannot be considered as 
a demand for a cession of territory, unless the U. States 
are prepared to assert that there is no limit to their territo- 
ries in that direction, and that availing themselves of the 
geographical err«»r upon which that part of the treaty of 
1783 was founded, they will acknowledge no boundary 
whatever, then unquestionably any proposition to fix one, be 
it what it may, must be considered as demanding a large 
cession of territory from the U. States. 

Is the American government prepared to assert such an 
unlimited right, so contrary to the evident intention of the 
treaty itself? Or, is his majesty's government to understand 
that the American Plenipotentiaries are willing to acknow- 
ledge the boundary from the lake of the Woods to the Mis* 
sissippi (the arrangement made by a convention in 1803, 
but not ratified) as that by which their government is ready 
to abide ? 

The British Plenipotentiaries are instructed to accept 
favorably such a proposition, or to discuss any other line of 
boundary which may be submitted for consideration. 

It is with equal astonishment and regret the undersign- 
ed find that the American Plenipotentiaries have not only 
declined signing any provisional article, by which the ln<* 
dian nations who have taken part with G. Britain in the 
present contest may be included in the peace, and may 
have a boundary assigned to them, but have also thought 
proper to express surprise at any proposition on the sul> 
ject having been advanced. 

The American Plenipotentiaries state, that their gov- 
ernment could not have expected such a discussion, and 
appear resolved, at once, to reject any proposition on this 
head ; representing it as a demand contrary to the acknowU 
edg'edprinciples of public law, tantamount to a cession of 
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One third of thfe territorial domirrfons of the U. States, and 
required to be admitted without discussion. 

The proposition which is thus represented is, that the 
Indian nations, which have been during the war in alliance 
with G. Britain, should at its terofiination be included in the 
pacification ; and with a view to their permanent trauquil- 
itv and security, that the British government is willing to 
take as a basis of an article on the subject of a boundary 
for those nations, the stipulations which the^American gov- 
ernment contracted in 17&5, subject, however, to modifica- 
tions. 

After the declaration, publicly made to those Indian 
nations by the Governor Gen. of Canada, that G.Britain 
would not desert them, could the American government 
really persuade itself that no proposition relating to those 
nations would be advanced, and did lord Castlereagh's 
note of the 4th Nov. 1813, imply so great a sacrifice of 
honor, or exclude from discussion every subject, except 
what immediately related to the maritime questions refer- 
red to in it ? 

When the undersigned assured the American Plenipo* 
tentiaries of the anxious wish of the British government 
that the negociation might terminate in a peace honorable 
to both parties, it cou^d not have been imagined that the 
American Plenipotentiaries would thence conclude, that 
his majesty's government was prepared to abandon the In** 
dian nations to their fate, nor could it have been foreseen 
that the American government would have considered it as 
derogatory to its honor to admit a proposition by which the 
tranquility of these nations might be secured. 

The treaty of Greenville established the boundaries be- 
tween the IT. States and the Indian nations. The Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries must be aware, that the war which 
has since broken out, has abrogated that treaty. Is it con- 
trai'y to the established principles of public law for the Bri- 
tish government to propose, on behalf of its allies, that this 
treaty, shall on the pacification, be considered subject to 
such modifications as the case may render necessary ? Or 
is it unreasonable to propose, that this stipulation should- 
be amended, and that on that foundation some arrange- 
ment should be made which would provide for the exist- 
ence of a neutral power between G. Britain and the United 
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States, calculated tosecuA to both a longer continuance of 
the blessings of peace ? 

So far was that specific proposition respecting the Indian 
boundaries from being insisted upon in the note, or in the 
conference which preceded it, as one to be admitted with- 
out discussion, that it would have been difficult to use terms 
of greater latitude, or which appeared more adapted, not 
only not to preclude but to invite discussion. 

If the basis proposed could convey away one third of the 
territory of the U . States, ihe American government itself 
must have conveyed it away by the Grieenville treaty of 
1795. 

It is impossible to read that treaty without remarking 
bow inconsistent tlie present pretensions of the American 
government are, with its preamble and provisions. The 
boundary line between the lands of the U. States and those 
of the Indian nations, is therein expressly defined. The 
general character of the treaty, is that of a treaty with inde- 
pendent nations ; and the very stipulation which the Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries refer to, that the Indian nations 
should sell their lands only to the U. Slates, tends to prove 
that, but for that stipulation, the Indians had a general righty 
to dispose of them. 

The American government has now for the first time 
in effect, declared that all Indian nations within its line of 
demarkation are its subjects, living there upon suflerance, 
on lands which it also claims the exclusive right OTacqnir- 
ing, thereby menacmg the final extinction of those nations. 

Against such a system the undersigned must formally 
protest. The undersigned repeat, that the terms on which 
the proposition has been made for assigning to the Indian 
nations some boundary, manifest no unwillingness to dis^ 
cuss any other proposition directed to the same object, or 
even a modification of that which is offered. G. Britain is 
ready to enter into the same engagements with respect to 
the Indians living within her line of demarkation, as that 
which is proposed to the U. States. It can therefore, only 
be from a complete misapprehension of the proposition, 
tiiat it can be represented as being not reciprocal. Neith- 
er can it with any truth, be represented as contrary to the 
acknowedged prmciples of public law, as derogatory to 
fire honor, or inconsistent with the rights of the American 
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government, nor as a fiemand required to be admitted 
withonl discussion. 

After this full exposition of the sentiments of his majesty's 
government on the points above stated, it will be for the 
American Plenipotentiaries to determine whether they are 
ready how to continue the negociation ; whether they are 
disposed to refer to their government for further instruc- 
tions ; or, lastly, whether they will tak^ upon themselves 
the responsibility of breakingtffthe negociation altogether. 
The undersigned request the American Plenipotentia- 
ries to accept the assurances of iheir high consideration. 

GAMBIER, 
H. GOULBURN, 
W. ADAMS. 

« 

!?%c American to the British Commissioners. 

Ghent, Sept. 9lh, 18 W. 

The undersigned have had the honor to receive the note 
t)f his Britannic majesty's Plenipotentiaries, dated the 4th 
instant. If in the tone, or substance of the former note of 
*he undersigned, the British commissioners have perceived 
little proof of any disposition on the part of the American 
government, for a discussion of some of the propositions 
advanced in the first note^ whieh the undersigned had the 
houor of receiving from them, they will ascribe it to the 
nature of the propositions themselves, to th^ir apparent in- 
compatibility with the assurances in lord Castlereagh's let- 
ter to the American secretary of state^ proposing the ne^ 
fociation, and with the solemn assurances of the British 
lenipotentiaries themselves, to the undersigned, at their 
tirst coiiference with them. 

The undersigned, in reference to an observation of the 
British Plenipotentiaries, must be allowed to say, that the 
objects which the government of the U. States had in view, 
have not been withheld. 

The subjects considered as suitable for discussion were 
fairly brought forward, in the conference of the 9th ult. 
and the terms on which the U. States were willing to con- 
clude the peace, were frankly and expressly decl<»red in 
the note of the undersigned, dated the 24th ultimo. It had 
been confidently hoped that the nature of those terms, so 
evidently framed in a spirit of conciliation, would have 



9S2 APPENDIX. 

induced G. Britain to adopt them as the basis of a treaty ; 
and it is with deep regret that the undersigned, if thev have 
rightl) understood the meaning of the last note of the Bri* 
tish Plenipotentiaries, perceive that they still insist on the 
exclusive military possession of the lakes, and on aperma*. 
nent boundary and independent territory for the Indians 
residing within the dominions of the U. Stales. 

The first demand is grounded on the supposition, that 
the American government has manifested, by its proceed* 
ings towards Spain, by the acquisition of Louisiana, by 
'the purchases of Indian lands, and by an avowed intention 
of permanently annexing the Cunadas to the U. States, 
a spirit of aggrandizement and conquest, which justifies 
the demand of extraordinary sacrifices from them, to pro- 
vide for the security of the British possessions in America. 

In observations which the undersigned felt it their doty 
to make on the new demands of the British government, 
they confined their animadvt rsions to the nature of the de^ 
mands themselves ; they did not seek for illustrations of 
the policy of G Britain in her conduct, in various quarters 
of the globe, towards other nations, for she was not ac* 
countable to the U. States. Yet the undersigned will say, 
that their government has ever been ready to. arranger, in 
the most amicable manner, with Spain, the questions re- 
ft; ;ectnig the boundaries ot I^ouisiana, and Florida^ and 
that of the indemnities acknowledged by Spain doe to 
American citizens. How the peaceable acquilMtion of 
Louisiana, or the purchase of lands within the ackuow-' 
ledged territories of the U. States, both made by fair and 
voluntary treaties for satisfactory equivalents, can be as^ 
cribed to a spirit of conquest dangerous to their neighbors, 
the undersigned are altogether at a loss to understand. 

• Nor has the conquest of Cs^nada, and its permanent an« 
nexation to the U. otates, been the declared object of their 
government. From the commencement of the war to the 
present time, the American government has been alwaya 
willing to make peace, without obtaining any cession of 
territory, and on the sole condition that the maritime qnes* 
tions might be satistactprily arranged. Such was their 
disposition in the month of July, 1812, when they instruct- 
ed Mr. Russell to make the proposal of an armistice ; in 
the uioaili of October of the saqie year, when Mr. JV|oiit^ 
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roe answered Admiral Warren's proposals te the same 
effect; in April, 1813, when instructions were given to 
three of the undersigned then appointed to treat of peace, 
under the mediation of Russia; and in January, 1814,' 
when the instructions under which the undersigned are 
now acting, were prepared. 

The proposition of the British Plenipotentiaries is, that, 
in order to secure the frontier of Canada against attack, 
the U. States should leave their own without defence; 
and it seems to be forgotten, that if their superior popula- 
tion, and the proximity of their rasources give them atiy 
advantage in that quarter, it is balanced by the great dif- 
ference between the military establishments of the two na* 
tions. No sudden invasion of Canada by the U. States 
could be made, without leaving on their Atlantic shores, 
and on the ocean, exposed to the great superiority of the 
British force, a mass of American property far more val* 
uable than Canada. In her relative superior force to that 
of the U. States in every other quarter, G.Bntain may find 
a pledge much more efficacious for the safety of a single, 
vulnerable point, than in stipulations ruinous to the inter- 
ests, and degrading to the honor of America. The best 
security for the possessions of both countries will, howev^. 
er, be found in an equal and solid peace; in a mutual re* 
s|)ect for the rights of each other, and in the cultivation of 
a friendly undei*standing between them. If there be any 
source of jealousy in relation to Canada itself, it will W 
found to exist solely in the undue interference of traders, 
and agents, which may be easily removed by proper re* 
straints. 

The only American forts on the lakes known to have 
been, at the commencement of the negociation, held by: 
British force, are Michilimackinac and Niagara. As the 
U. States were, at the same time, in possession of Amherst- 
burg, and tlie adjacent country, it is not perceived that the 
mere occupation of those two torts could give any claim to* 
his Britannic majesty to large cessions of territory, found-* 
ed upon the right of conquest ; and the undersigned may 
be permitied to add, that even if the chances of war should 
yield to the British arms a momentary possession of other 
parts of the territories of the U. States, such events would 
uolalter their views with regard to the terms of peace to 
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Tvhich they wonld give their consent. Witliout recurring 
to examples drawn from the revohitionary govenimeiits of 
France, or to a more recent and illustrious triumph of for- 
titude in adversity, they have been taught by their own 
history that the occupation of tbeir principal cities vi^ould 
produce no despondency, nor induce their submission 
to the dismemberment of their empire, or to the abandon- 
ment of any one of the rights which constitute a part of 
their national independence. 

The general position, that it was consistent with the 
principles of public law, and with the practice of civilized 
nations, to include allies in a treaty of peace, and to pro- 
vide for their security* never was called in question by the 
undersigned. But they have denied the right of G.Bri- 
tain, according to those principles and her own practice, to 
interfere in any manner with the Indian tribes residing with- 
in the territories of the U. States, as acknowledged by her- 
self, to consider such tribes as her allies, or to treat for 
them with the U. States. They will not repeat the facts 
and arguments already brought forward by them in sup* 
port of this position, and which remain unanswered. The 
observations made by the British Plenipotentiaries on the 
treaty of Greenvtlle, and their assertion that the IJ. States 
now, for the first time, deny the absolute independence of 
the Indian tribes, and claim the exclusive right of purchas- 
ing their lands, require, however, some notice. 

If the U. States had now asserted, that the Indians with- 
in their boundaries, who have acknowledged the U. States 
as their only protectors were their subjects, living only at 
sufferance on their lands, far from being the first in making 
that assertion, they would only have followed the example 
on the principles, uniformly and invariaiily asserted in sub* 
stance, and frequently avowed in express terms by the Bri- 
tish government itself. What was the meaning of all the 
colonial charters granted by the British monarchy^ from 
that of Virginia, by Elizabeth, to that of Georgia, by the 
immediate predecessor of the present king, if the Indians 
were the sovereigns and proprietors of the lands bestowed 
by those charters ? What was the meaning of that article in 
the treaty of Utrecht, by which the five nations were de- 
scribed, ni terms, as subject to the dominions of G. Britam ? 
or that of the treaty with the Cherokees, by which it was 
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declared that the king of G. Britain granted them theprivi- 
ledgeto live where they pleased, if those subjects were in- 
dependent sovereigns, and if these tenants, at the licence of 
the British king, were the rightful lords of the lands where 
he granted thera pernnissidn to live ? What was the mean- 
ing of that proclamation of his present Britannic majesty, 
issued in 1763, declaring all purchases of lands from the 
Indians null and void, unless made by treaties held under 
the sanction of his majesty's government, if the Indians had 
. the right to sell their laads to whom they pleased ? What 
was the meaning of boundary lines of American territories, 
in all treaties of G. Britain with other European powers 
havmg Arnerican possessions, particularly in the treaty of 
176-3, by which she acquired from France the sovereignty 
and possession of theCanadas ; in her treaty of peace with 
the U. States in 1783 ; nay, what is the meaning of the 
north western boundary line now proposed by the British 
co!nmissioners themselves, if it is the rightful possession 
and sovereignty of independent Indians, of which these 
boundaries dispose ? Is it indeed, necessary to asTc, whether 
G. Britain ever has permitted, or would permit, any for- 
eign nation, or without her consent, any of her subjects, to 
acquire lands from the Indians, in the territories of the Hud- 
son bay company, or in Canada? in formally protesting 
against this system, it is not against a novel pretension of 
the American government, it is against the most solemn 
acts of their own sovereigns, against the royal proclama- 
tions, charters, and treaties of li. Bltain, for more than 
two centuries, from the first setllemement of North Ameri- 
ca to the present day, that the British Plenipotentiaries 
protest. 

F"*o'w the rigor of this system, however, as practised by 
G. Britain, and all other European powers in America, the 
humane and liberal ))olicy of the (J. States has voluntarily 
relaxed. A celebrated writer on the laws of nations, to 
whose authority British jurists have taken particular satisfac- 
tion in appealing, after stating, in the most explicit man- 
ner, the legitimacy of colonial settlements in America, the 
exclusion of all rights of uncivilized Indian tribes, hastiik- 
en occasion to praise the first settlers of New-England, and 
the founder of Pennsylvania, in having purchased of the In- 
dians the lands they resolved to cultivate, notwithstanding 
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their being furnished with a charter from their sovereign^ 
It 1ft this example, >^hich the U. States, since they became 
by their independence, the sovereigns of the territory, have 
adopted and organized into a political system. Under 
that system, the Indians residing vi'ilhin the U. States are 
so far independent that they live under their own customs, 
and not under the laws of the U. States, that their rights 
upon the lands where they inhabit, or hunt, are secured to 
them by boundaries defined in amicable treaties between 
ttie U. States and themselves ; and that whenever those 
boundaries were varied, it is also by amicable and volunta- 
ry treaties, by which they receive from the U. States ample 
compensation for every right they have to the lands cede<t 
to them. Theyare so far dependent as not to have the right 
to dispose of their lands to private persons, not* to any pow* 
er other than the U. States, and to be under their protec« 
tion alone, and not under that of any other power. Whe* 
tht^r culled subjects, i r by whatever name designated, such 
is the relation between them and.the U. States. — Thatrela* 
t.Oii is neither asserted now for the first time, nor did it ori- 
gi::ate with the treaty of Greenville. These principles have 
been uniformly recognized by the Indians themselves, not 
only by Uiat treaty, but in all the other previous as well as 
subsequent treaties between them and the U. States. 

Tlte treaty of Greenville neither took from the Indians 
the right, which they had not, of selling lands within tiie 
jurisdiction of the U. States to foreign governments or sub* 
jects, nor ceded to them the right of exercising exclusive 
jurisdiction within the boundary line assigned. It was 
merely declaratory of the public law in relation to the par- 
ties, founded on principles previously and universally recog- 
nized. It left to the L. States the rights of exercising sov- 
ereignty and of acquiring' soil, and bears no analogy to llie 
proDosition of G. Britain which requires the abandonment 
of both. 

Tlie British Plenipotentiaries slate in their last note, that 
G. Britain is ready to enter into the same engagement witli 
respect to the Indians Living within her line of demarkatiou, 
as that which is |)roposed to the U. States. — The under-* 
signed will not dwell on the immense inequality of value 
between the two territories, which uniler such an arrange- 
iueat, would be assigned, by each nation respectively to the 



Indians, and which alone would make the reciprocity niere^ 
\y nominat. The condition which would be thus imposed 
on G.Britain not to acquire lauds in Canada from the In« 
dians. would be productive of no advantage to the 
U. States, and is, therefore} no equivalent for the sacri« 
lice Inquired of them. TIjey do not consider that it belongs 
to the U. States in any respect to interfere with the coa^ 
cernsofG. Britain in her American po!!»sessions, or with 
her policy towards the Indians residing there : and they 
cannot consent to any interference, on the part of G. Bri<* 
tain, with iheir own concerns, and particularly with the 
Indians living within their territories. It may he the inter- 
est of G. Britain to limit her settiemetits in Canada to their 
present extent, and to leave the country to the West a per- 
petual wilderness, to be for ever inhabited by scattered 
tribes of huntt^rs : but it would inflict a vital injury on the 
U. States to have a line run through her territory, beyond 
which her settlements should for ever be precluded frorai 
extending, thereby arresting tlie natural growth of her po- 
pulation and strenglh; placing the Indians substantially by 
virtue of the proposed guarantee, uuder the protection of 
G. Britain ; dooming them to perpetual barbarism, and 
leaving an extensive frontier for ever exposed to their sav- 
age incursions. 

With respect to the mere question of peace with the In- 
dians, the undersigned have already explicitly assured the 
British Pie. tipotentianes that so far as it depended on the 
U. States, it vMuild nnmediately and necessarily follow a 
'peace withG. Britain. It' this be her sole object, no pro«- 
vision in the treaty to that effect is necessary. Provided 
the Indians will now consent to it, peace will immediately 
be made with them, and tltey will l>e reinstated in the same 
situation in which they stood before the commencement of 
hostilities. Should a continuance of the war compel the 
U. States to alter their policy towards the Indians, who 
may still take the part ot G. Britain, they aioiie must be re^ 
sponsible for the consequences of her own act in*having in- 
duced them to withdraw themselves from the protection of 
the U. States. The employment of savages, v\hose known 
rule of warfare is the indiscriminate torture and butchery 
of women, children, and prisoners, is itself a departure from 
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the priiieiplds of humanity observed between all civilized 
and Christian nations, even in war. 

Tiie U. States have constantly protested, and still pro- 
test against it us an unjustifiable aggravation of the calami- 
ties and horrors of war. — Ot tl»e peculiar atrocities of In- 
dian warfare^ the allies of G. Britain in whose behalf she 
now demands sacrifices of the U. States, have during the 
present war, shewn many deplorable examples. Among 
theiu, the massacre in cold blood, of wounded prisoners, 
and the refusal of the rights of burial to the dead, under the 
eyesof Bnhsh ofiicers wIk> could only plead their inability 
to control these savage auxiliaries, have been re;;eatedaud 
are notorious to the .world. The U. States might at all 
times have employed th»^ same kind of force against G. 
Briiain, to a greater extent than it wa* in her power to em- 
ploy it against tLeHi; but from their relnctance to resortto 
mearis so abhorrent to the natural feelings of humanity, 
they abstained from the use of them until compelled to the 
•alternative of employing themselves Indians, who other- 
wise would have been drawn into the ranks of their ene- 
mies. The Undersigned suggesting to the British Pleni- 
potentiaries the propriety of an article by which G. Britain 
and the U. Siates .>.bonld reciprocally stipulate iie\er here- 
after, if they should be again at war, to employ savages ia 
it, believe thai it would be infinitely more honorable to the 
•humanity and Cln*istian temper of both parties, more ad- 
vantageous to the Indians themselves, and better adapted 
to secure their permanent peace, tranquility, and progres- 
sive civilization than the boundary proposed by the British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

With regaid to the cession of a part of the District of 
]\laiiie, as to which the British Plenipotentiaries are unable 
to reconcile the objections made by the undersigned with 
their previous declaration, they have the honor to observe, 
that at the conference of the 8th ult. the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries stated as one of the subjects suitable for discussion^ 
a revision of the boundary line between the British and 
American territories, with a view to prevent uncertainty 
and dispute ; and that it was on the point thus stated, that 
the undersigned declared that they were provided with in- 
-structions from their governmenl;; a declaration which 
did not imply thai they were instructed to make any ces- 
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«ion of territory in any quarter, or agree to a revision of the 
line, or to any exchange of territory, where no uncertainty 
or dispute existed. 

The undersigned perceive no uncertainty or naatter of 
doubt in the treaty of 1783, wilh respect to that part of the 
boundary of the District of Maine which would be affect- 
ed by the proposal of G. Britain on that subject. They 
never have understood that the British Plenipotentiaries 
who signed that treaty, had contemplated a boundary dif- 
ferent from that fixed by the treaty ; and which requires 
nothing more, in order to be definitely ascertained, than to 
be surveyed in conformity with its provisions. This sub- 
ject not having been a matter of uncertainty or dispute, 
the undersigned are not instructed upon it; and they can 
ha\e no authority to cede any pu^t of the state of Massa- 
chusetts, even for what the British govenimient might con** 
sider a fair equivalent. 

In regard to the boundary of the north western frontier, 
so soon as the proposition ot' Indian boundary is disposed 
of, the undersigned have no objection, with the explanS- 
jtioh given by the British Plenipotentiaries in their last 
note, to discuss the subject. 

The undersigned in their former note, stated with franks 
ness^ and will now repeat, that the t\^ o propositions, 1st, of 
assigning in the proposed treaty of peace a definite boun- 
dary to the Indians living within the limits of the U. States, 
beyond which boundary they should stipulate not to acquire, 
by purchase or otherwise, any territory ; and 2dly,of securing 
the exclusive military possession of the lakes to Great Bri- 
tain, are I)oth inadmissible; and that they cannot subscribe 
to, and would deem it useless to refer to their government, 
any arrangement, even provisional, containing either of 
these propositions. With this understanding, the under- 
signed are now ready to continue the negociation ; and as 
they have already expressed, to discuss all the points of 
difference, or which might hereafter tend in any degree to 
interrupt the harmony of the two countries. 

The undersigned request the British Plenipotentiaries 
to accept ^he assurance of their high consideration. 



JOHN a ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
H. CLAY, 



JONA. RUSSELL, 
A. GALLATIN. 
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The British to the Ameriran Commissioners, 

GiiLNT, Slept 19, 1814. 

The undersiffned hnve the ho.ior to acknowledge the 
receipt of the note addressed to them by the Aniericnn 
plenipotentiaries, on the 9th inst. 

On the g^reater part of that note, the undersigned have 
no intention to make cemmt nts, having proposed to ihem- 
selves throughout the negociation to avoid ali unnecessary 
discussions, more especially uhen tending to create irrita- 
tion. 

On the question of the northwestern frontiers, they arc 
happy to fin<i that no niatt^rial difficulty is hkely to arise. 

With respect to the boundary oft!»e District of Mainen 
the undersigned observe witji regret, that although the A- 
mencan P.eninotentjaries have ackiiowledi^ed themselves 
to be instructed to discuss a revision of the boundary line, 
i;vitha view to prevent uncertainty and dispute, yet, by as- 
suming an exclusive right at once to decide wiiat is or is 
not a subject of uncertainty and dispute, they have ren- 
dered their powers nugatory or inadmissibly partial ui their 
Operation. 

Alter the declaration made by the American Pienipor 
tentiaries, that the (J. States will admit ot'no line of bouD-; 
dary between their territory and that of the Indian nations, 
because the natural growth and [>0[>ulation of theU. States 
•would be thereby arrested, it becomes unnecessary further to 
insist on the proof of a sjiirit of aggrandizement afforded 
by the purchase of Louisiana from France, against the 
known conditions on which it had been ceded bv Spain to 
that c<)untry, or the hostile seizure of a great p*art of the 
Floridas, under a pretence of a dispute respecting the 
boundary. 

The reason given by the American Plenipotentiaries for 
this declaration, eqn;dly applies to the assignment of a 
boundary to the U. Slates on any side, with whatever view 
proposed ; and the unlimited nature of the pretension would 
alone have justified G. Britain in seeking more efiectuaiKe^ 
curities against its application to Canada, than any which 
the undersigned have had the honor to propose. 

Ha<l the American Pienipotenliariesneen instructed on 
the subject ot Canada, they would not have asserted that 
itis permanent annexation had not been the declared oL>ject 
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jof llueir government. It has been distinctly afowed to be 
such at different tiraes, particularly by two American Gen- 
erals on tsicir respective invasions of Canada. It' tlie dec- 
laration first made had been disapproved, it would not 
have been rtpeated. The declarations here relerred to 
are to be found in the proclamation ot Gen. HutU in July, 
1812, and of Gen. Smythy in November, 1812, copies of 
iivhich are htreunto annexed. 

It mudl be also from the want of instructions that the 
American Plenipotentiaries have been led to assert that 
G. Britain has induced the Indians to withdraw from the 
protection of the U. States. The government of the U. 
jStates cannot have forgotten that G. Britain, so far from 
inducing the Indians to withdraw themselves from the pro- 
tection of the (J. States, gave the earliest information of 
the intention of those nations to invade the U. States, and 
exerted herself, though without success, to prevent and ap- 
pease their hostility. The Indian nations, however^ hav- 
ing experienced, as they thought, oppression, instead of 
protection from the U. States, declared war against them 
previously to the declaration of war by thai couittry against 
G. Britain. The treaty by which the ludians placed 
themselves under the protection of the U. Slates, is now 
abrogated, and the American government cannot be enti- 
tled to claim as a right, the renewal of an article in a trea*' 
tVi which has no longer any existence. The Indian na- 
tions are therefore no longer to be considered as uniier tLc 
protection of.the U. States, (whatever may be the import 
of that term) and it can only be on the ground that they 
ore regarded as subjects, that the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries can be authorized to deny the right of G Britain to 
interfere on their behalf in the negociations for peace. To 
siny such claim, it is repeated, that the treaties concluded 
with them, and particularly that of Greenville, are in direct 
opposition. 

It is not necessary to recur to the manner in which the 
territory of the U. States was at first settled, in order to de- 
cide, whether the Indian nations, the original inhabitants 
pf America, sliall have some spot assigned to them, wliere 
they may be permitted to live in tranquility ; nor whether 
J.heir tranquility can be secnre<l without preventing* an un-^ 
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interrupted system of encroacbmeut upon tlieoi under the 
pretence of purchase. 

If the American Pienipotentiaries are authorized pe^ 
remptorily to deny the rfgfht of the British government to 
interfere with the pacification of the Indian nations, and 
for that reason refuse all neg^ociations on thi^ subject, the 
undersigned are at a loss to understand, upon what prin- 
ciple it was, that at the conference of the 9th ultimo, the 
American Pienipotentiaries invited (liscussion on the sub- 
ject, and added that it was not possible for them to decide 
without discussion, whether an article could be framed 
which should be mutually satisfactory, and to which they 
should think themselves, under their discretionary powers, 
warranted in acceding. 

The undersigned must further observe, that if the A- 
merican government has not furnished their Plenipoten- 
tiaries with any instrdctions since January last, when the 
general pacification of Euroi)e could not have been im- 
mediately in contemplation, this subsequent silence, after 
an event so calculated (even in the view which the Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries have taken of it, in their note of the 
24th ult.) to influence the negociation, is, to say the least, 
no proof of a sincere desire to bring it to a favorable con- 
clusion. The British government has entered into the ne- 
gociation with an anxious wish to effect an amicable ar- 
rangement. After convulsions unexampled in their na- 
ture, extent, and duration, the civilized world has need of 
repose. To obtain this in Europe, G. Britain has made 
considerable sacrifices. To complete the work of general 
pacification, it is her earnest wish to establish a peace with 
the U. States^ and in her endeavors to accomplish this ob- 
ject, to manifest the same principles of moderation and for- 
bearance; but it is utterly inconsistent with her practice 
and her principles ever to abandon in her negociations for 
peace, those who have co-o;3erated with her in war. 

The undersigned, therefore, repeat, that the British gov- 
ernment is willing to sign a treaty of peace with the l7. 
States on terms honorable to both parties. It has not of- 
fered any terms which the U. States can justly represent as 
derogatory to their honor, nor can it be induced to accede 
to any which are injurious to its own. It is on this ground 
that the undersigned are authorized distinctly to declare, 
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that they are instructed not to sign a treaty of peace with 
the Plenipotentiaries of the U. Stales, unless the Indian na- 
tions are included in it, and restored to all the rights^ privi- 
leges, and territories, which they enjoyed in the year 1811, 
previous to the commencement of tlie war, by virtue of the 
treaty of Greenville, and the treaties subsequently conclud- 
ed between them and the U. States. From this point the 
British Plenipotentiaries canno^epart. 

They are further instructed to offer for discussion an ar- 
ticle by which the contracting parties shall reciprocally 
bind themselves, according to boundaries to be agreed U[)- 
on, not to purchase the lands occupied by the Indians with- 
in their respective lines of demarkation. By making this 
engagement, subject to revision at the expiration of a given 
period, it is hoped that the objection to the establishment 
of a boundary beyond which the settlement of the United 
l^tates should be forever excluded, may be effectually ob- 
viated. 

The undersigned have never stated that the excllisive 
military possession of the lakes, however conducive they 
are satisfied it would be to a good understanding between 
the two countries, without endangering the securily of the 
U. States, was to be considered as a sine qua non in the 
negociation. Whenever the question relative to the paci^ 
ficalionof the Indian nations (which, subject to the explan- 
ations already given, is a sine qua uon,) shall be adjusted, 
the undersigned will be authorized to make a final propo- 
sition on tlie subject of Canadian boundftries, so entirely 
founded on principles of moderation and justice, that they 
feel confident it cannot be rejected. This proposition will 
be distinctly stated by the undersigned, upon receiving an 
assurance from the American Plenipotentiaries that they 
consider themselves authorized to conclude a provisional 
article on the subject, and upon their previously consenting 
to include the Indian nations in the treaty, in the manner 
above described. 

The undersigned avail themselves of this opportunity of 
renewing to the American Plenipotentiaries, the assurance 
of their high consideration. 

GAMBIER, 

HENRY GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM ADAMS. 



Tfie American to the British Commissioners. 

Gmekt, Sept. 26, 1814. 

In replying to the note which the undersig^ned have had 
the lionor of receiving from his Britannic majesty's Pieni- 
potentiaries, dated on the 19th inst. they are hap()y to con- 
cur with them in the sentiment of avoiding unnecessary 
discussions, especially sucli as may have a tendency to 
create irritation. They had hoped that, in the same spir- 
it, the British Plenipotentiaries would not huve thoTight al- 
lusions again necessary to transactions Foreign to this nego- 
ciation, relating to the U. Slates, 2nd other independent 
nations, and not suitable tor discussion between the United 
States and Great- Britain. The observation made with 
respect to Louisiana is the more extraordinary, as the ces* 
sion of that province to the U. States was, at the time, com- 
municated to the British governiMcnt^ who expressed their 
entire satisfaction with it, and has subsequently received 
the solemn sanction of Spain herself. The underj»igi:ed 
will further say, that whenever the transactions of the U. 
States, in relation to the boundaries of Louisiana and Flor- 
ida, shall be a proper subject of discussion, they will be 
found not only susceptible of com|>lete jnstitication, but 
will demonstrate the moderation and foroearance of the 
American government, and their undeviating respect for 
the rights of their neighbors. 

The undersigned are far from assuming the exclusive 
right to decide, what is, or is not, a subject of uncertainly 
and dispute^with regard to the boundary of the District of 
Maine. But until the British Plenipotentiaries shall have 
shown in what resjiect the part of that boundary which 
would be affected by their proposal, is such a subject, the 
undersigned may be permitted lo assert that it is not. 

The treaty of 1783, described the boundary as * a line to 
be drawn along the middle of the river St. Croix, from its 
mouth in the bay of Fundy, to its source, and from its source 
directly north lothe highlands which divide the rivers tlniL 
fall into the Atlantic ocean from those which fall into the 
river St. Lawrence, and thence along the said highlands 
to thenorlhwesternmost head of Connecticut river.' 

Doubts having: arisen as to the St. Croix, designated^in 
the treaty of 1783, a provision was made by that of 1794, 
tor ;i;b'certaining it'.amd it may be fairly inferred, from the 
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Vimitalion of the article to that sole object^ that even in 
the judgaieni of G. Britain, no other sui>ject of controversy 
existed in relatioti to the extension of the boundary line 
from the source of that river. That river and its source 
having been accordingly ascertained, the nndersi^iied, 
are prepared to propose the appointment of commission- 
ers by the two governments, to extend the line to the 
highlands, conformal)ly to the treaty of 1783. Tii« pro- 
posal, however, of the British P enipotentianes was not to 
ascertain, hut to vary those li.tes in such manner as to se- 
cureadnect comnmnication between Qne ec and Hali- 
fax; an alteration which could not be itfected without a 
cession by the U. States to G. Britain ot all that portion 
of tbe^ state of Massachusetts nitervening between the pro- 
vince of New Brunswick and Q^uebec, although unques- 
tionably included within y;ie boundary lines tixed by that 
treaty. Whether it was contemplated on the part of G. 
Britain to obtain the cession, with or without an equiva- 
lent in Jrontier or otherwise, the undersigned, in slatii^g 
that they were not instructed or authorised to treat on the 
subject of cession, have not declined to discuss any matter 
of uncertainty or dispute which the British Plenipotentia- 
ries may point out to exist, respecting the boundaries in 
that or in any other quarter, and are, therefore, not liable 
to the imputation of having rendered their powers on the 
subject nugatory or inadmissibly [)artial in their operation. 
The British Plenipotentiaries cnnsider the undersigned 
as having declared, * that the 17. States will admit of no 
line of boundary between their territory and that of the 
Indian nations because the natural growth and population 
of the U. Stales would be thereby arrested.' The under- 
signed, on the contrary, ex |;ressly stated in their last note 
^ that the lands inhabited by the I.idians were secured to 
them by boundaries, defined in amicable 'reiities between 
them and the United Stales :' but they did refuse to as- 
sign, in a treaty of peace with G. Britain, a dehnit.ve and 
permanent boundary to the Indians, living wilhm the lim- 
its of the U. States. On this subject, the undersigned have 
no hesitation in avowing, that the U. States, while intend- 
ing never to acquire laiuls from the Indians otherwise than 
peaceably, and with their free consent, are fully determin- 
H in th'it: manner, proi^ressively, and in proportion as their 

44 
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gfrowinpf population may require, to reclaim from the state 
of iiHtnre, and to bring mt»> caltivatioii, every portion of the 
territory contained within their acknowleng'ed boundaries*. 
In thn!« providinjnr for the support of mdhons of civdrzed 
beint^s, t[)ey \\\\\ not violate arty dictate uf justice or hu- 
manity, for they will not only g^ivetothe few thousaiidwav- 
ages, scaltered over that territory, an ample equivalent tor 
any right they may surrender, but will always leave them 
the possession of lands more than they can cuU.vate^ and 
more than adequate to their subsistence, comfort, and en-* 
joyment, by cultivation. 

If this be a spirit of asfgrandizement, the undersigned 
are prepared to admit, in that sense, its existence ; but they 
must deny that it affords the slightest proof of an iri<* 
tention not to respect the boundaries between them and 
European nations, or of a des)r^ to encroach upon the fer** 
ritonesof G. Britain. If, in. the progress of their increas- 
ing population, the American people must grow in strength 
pro; portioned to their numbers, the undersigned will hope 
that G. Britain, far from repining at the prospect, wiUcon-* 
template it with salisfiction. They will not suppose that 
that government will a\ow, as the basis of their |iolicy tO'» 
wards the U. States, the system of arresting their natural 
growth within their own territories^ for the sake of pre- 
servif.g a perpetual desert for savages. If G. Britain has 
made sacrifices to give repose to the civilized world ia 
Europe, no sacrifice is required from her by the U. States 
to complete the work of general pacification. Thisnego- 
ciatioti at least evinces, on their ])art, no disposition to 
claim any other right, than that of preserving their inde-^ 
pendence entire, a.d of governing their own territories 
without foreign interterence. 

Of the two proclamations, purported copies of which the 
British Plenipotentiaries have thought proper to enclose 
with their ta^t note, the undersigned might content them- 
selves with remarking, that neither of them is the act of 
the American government. They are (enabled however to 
add, with perfect confidence, that neither of them was 
authorised or approved by that government. Tl'.e under- 
signed are not disposed to consider as the act of the British 
government, the proclamation of Admiral Cochrane, here- 
Wlh enclosed, exciting a portion of the population of the 
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Vi* States, under the promise of military employment, or 
of free settlement .in the West-Indies, to treachery and re- 
bellion. The undersijined very Mnrerely regret to im 
obhg^ed to say, that an irresistible mass of evidence, consist- 
ing principally or the correspondence of British ofiicers and 
agents, part only of uhich has alreauv been published in 
America, establishes bexond all rational doubt, the fact, 
that a constant system of excitement to those hostilities 
was purnued by the British traders and agents^ uho had ac- 
cesstothe Indians, not only withoui being discountenanc- 
ed, but with frequent encouragement bv the British au- 
thorities; and that tt tht-y ever dissuaded the Indians from 
cuunne.icinghostiiittes, it was oul\ by urgnig them, as m 
prudence, to suspend then* attacks, until G. Britain should 
recos>-nize them as her allies in the war. 

When, in the conierence of the 9lh ult. the undersigned 
invited discussion upon the proposal of Indian |,*acihcatiou 
and boundary, as well as upon all the subjects presented by 
the British Plenipotentiares for discussion, they expressly 
stated their motives to be, 1st, to ascertain by discussion 
whether an article on the subject could be formed to wiiich 
they could subscribe, and which would be satisfactory to 
the British Plenipotentiaries ; and 2dlv, that if no such ar- 
ticle could be formed, the American government might be 
informed of the views of G. Britain upon that point, and 
. the British government of the objections on the part of the 
U. States, to any such arrangement. The undersigned 
have, in fact, already proposed no less than three articles 
on the subject, all of which they view as belter calculated 
to secure peace and tranquility to the Indians, than ^ny 
one of the proposals for that purpose, made by the British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

The undersigned had repeated their assurances to the 
British Plenipotentiaries, that peace, so far as it depended 
on the U. States, would immediately follow a peace with 
G. Britain, and added, that the Indians would, thereby be 
reinstated m the same situation in which they stood before 
the commencement of hostilities. The British Plenipo- 
tentiaries insist, in their last note, that the Indian nations 
shall be included in the treaty of peace between G. Britain 
and the U. States, and be restored to all the rights, privi- 
leges, and territories which they enjoyed in the year 181 1^ 
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previous to the commencement of the war, by Tirtueof 
the treaty o) Greenville, and the treaties subsequently con-, 
ctuded between them and the U. States. Selling aside 
the subj(»ct of boundary, which is presented as for discus- 
sion only, there is no apparent difference with respect to 
the object ni view ; the pacification and tranquiUty of the 
Indians, and placing them in the same situation in which 
tliey stood before the war, all which will be equally obtain- 
ed in the manner propojsed by Ihe undersigned, and the 
only point of real ciifierence is, the British Plenipotentia- 
ries insist thvit it should be done by including the Indians, 
as allies of G. Britain, in the treaty of peace between her 
and the U. htates. 

The U. Stales cannot consent that Indians residi' g with- 
in their boundaries, as acknowledged by G. Britain, shall 
be included in the treaty of peace, in any manner uhich 
'will recognize them as independent nations, whom G. Bi'i« 
tsiin, having obtained this recognition, would hereatter, 
have the right to consider in ever} res|>ect, as such. Thus 
to recognize these Indians as independent and sovereign 
nations, would take from the U. Slates, and transfer to 
those Indians, all the r|ghts of soil and sovenignty over the 
territory which they inhabit; and this being accomplished 
through the agency of G Britain, would p'acethem efiectu* 
ally and exclusively under her protection, instead of being, 
as heretofore, under that of the U. Slates. It is not per- 
ceived in what respect such a provision would difter from 
an absolute cession by the U. States of the extensive terri- 
tory in questi4)n. 

The British Plenipotentiaries have repeated the assertion^ 
that the treaty by which the Indians placeu themselves un- 
der the protection of the U. States, was abrogated by the 
war ; and thence inter, that they are no longer to be con- 
sidered as under the protection of the U. States, whatever 
may be the import ot the term ; and that the right of G. Bii- 
tain to interfere in their behalf in the negociatioii of peace, 
can only be denied on the ground that they are regarded as 
subjects. In point of iact, several of the -tribes, parties to 
the treaty of Greenville, have constantly been, and still are, 
at peace with the U. States. Whether that treaty be, or 
be not abrog ited, is a question not necess^ary to be now 
discussed. The right ol the U. States to the {protection of 



APPENDIX. 349 

Uie Indians within their boundaries, was not acquired by 
that treaty ; it was a necessary consequence ot' the sover* 
ei^^nty and nidependence of the U. States. Previous to 
that time the I idians living* withui the saina JLerritory, weri^ 
under the prottction ot* his Britannic majesty^ as iLs sover- 
eign. Tiie undersigned may reter ihe British Pienipo- 
tentiaries to aii the acts of the r own government, relative 
to the ftulrjecU for proof, that it has always considered this 
right of protection as one of the n^;hts of sovereignty , which 
it needed no Indian tr(.'aty to confer, and whtch the :ibroga- 
lion ot no Indian treaty could dive^it. They will particular- 
ly bring to their recohectuiri, that when a similar proposi- 
tion of considering Indian ivAws as independent nations, to 
serve as a harrier between the French and English territo- 
ries, was made by France to England, it was immediately 
rejected, by a. min*ster to whom tin.' British nation is accnS" 
tomed to look hack with veneration, and rejected on the ex«- 
press ground, thai tho king would not renounce his right to 
protection over the India. is within Ins dominions. But 
whatever the relation of the Indians to the U. States may 
be, and whether Under their protection or not, G. Britaia 
having by the treaty of 1783, recognized the sovereignty of 
the U. States, and agreed to certain limits as their bounda* 
ries, has no right to consider any personsx)r communities^ 
whether Indians, or others^ residing within those bounda- 
ries, as nations independent of the I). States. 

The [J. States claim of right, with respect to all Euro- 
pean nations, and part.cularly with respect to G. Britain, 
the entire sovereignty over the whole territory, and all the 
persons embraced within the boundaries of their dominions. 
G. Bntani has no right to take cogiiizance of the relations 
subsisting between ttie several communities or persons liv- 
ing theieni. Tney form as to her, Oiily parts of the domin- 
ions of the U. States, and it is altogether immatena], 
whtther,orhow far, under their political institutions and 
policy, these communities or persons are independent states, 
allies, or subjects. With resj^ectto her and all other for- 
eign nations, they are parts of a whole, of which the U^ 
States are the sole and absolute sovereigns. 

The allegation ot tiie British Plenipotentiaries, that it is 
inconsistent with the practice or principles of G. Britain to 
abandon in her negociations tor peace, tliose who have co- 
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operated with her in war, is not n[>p1icableto the Indians, 
but on the erroneous assumption of their independence, 
^hich, io far as she is concerned has been fully disproved. 
And although • no power from these tribes to the British 
government to treat in their l)ehalf, would for the same rea- 
son be admitted by the undersigned, they may nevertheless 
observe, that the British Pienipotentiaries having produced 
DO such powers, having no authority to bind the Indians, to 
engage for their assent to the pacification, or to secure the 
continuance of peace on their part whili^t speaking of them 
as allies, do really propose to treat for them not as if they 
were independent nations, but as if tliey were the subjects of 
G. Britain. 

The undersigned so far from asking thatj in relation to 
the Indians, G. Britain should pursue a course inconsistent 
with her former practice and principles, only desire that she 
would follow her own example respecting them, in her for- 
mer treaties with other European nations, and with the U. 
States. No provision for the Indians is found in the treaty 
of 1763, by which France ceded Canada to G. Britain, al- 
though almost ail the Indians living within the territory 
ceded, or acknowledged to belong to G. Britain^ had taken 
part with France m the war. No such provision was insert- 
ed in the treaty of peace of 1783, between G. Britain and 
the U. States, although almost all the Indian tribes living 
within the territory recognized by the treaty to belong to 
the v. States, had during the war, co-operated with G. Bri- 
tain, and might have been considered as her allies more just- 
ly than on the present occasion. So far as concerns the re- 
lations between G. Britain and the U. States, these Indians 
can be treated for only on the principles by which amnesties 
are stipulated in favor of disaffected persons, who, in times 
of war and invasion, co-operate with the enemy of the na- 
tion to which they belong. To go as far as possible in se- 
curing the benefit of the peace to the Indians, now the only 
object professed by the British government in their present 
sine qua non, the undersigned otfer a stipulation in general 
terms, that no person or persons, whether subjects, citizens, 
or Indians, residing within the dominionsof either party, shall 
be molested or annoyed, either in persons or their property, 
for any part they may huve taken in the war between the U. 
States and G. Bntau) ; but shall retain all the rights, privi- 
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leges and possessions, which they respectively had at the 
conimencement of the war ; they, on their part demi^aning 
themselves peaceably, and conformably to their duties te 
the respective governments. — ^This the undersigned have 
no doubt wili effectually secure to the Indiats peace, if ihey 
themselves will observe it, and they will not siippose that 
G. Britain would wish them included in the peace but up* 
on I hat condition. 

The undersigned have never intimated that their govern- 
ment had not furnished them with any instructions since Jan- 
uary last. On the contrary, they distinctly told the British 
Pienipotentiai*ies in conference, though it appears to have 
escaped their recollection, that instructions had been re- 
ceived by the undersigned, dated at the close of the month 
of June. The undersigned will now add, that those in- 
structions were drawn with a full knowledge of the gener- 
al pacitid^ation in Europe, and with so liberal a considera- 
tion of its necessary bearing upon all the differences that 
had been until then subsisting between G. Britain and the 
U. States, that the undersigned cannot doubt that peace 
would long since have been concluded, had not an insu- 
perable bar against it been raised by the new and unprece-* 
dented demands of the British government. 

With respect to the proposition which the British Pleni- 
potentiaries inform them they will be prepared to make, in 
relation to the Canadian boundaries, which appears to them 
so entirely founded on principles of moderation and justice, 
but the nature of which they think proper at present to with- 
hold, the undersigned can only pledge themselves to meet 
any proposition from the British Plenipotentiaries, character- 
ized by moderation and justi ce, not only with a perfect re- 
ciprocity of those sentiments, but with a sincere and earnest 
desire to contribute to the restoration of peace, by every 
compliance with the wishes of G. Britain, compatible with 
their duty to their country. 

The undei*signed have the honor of tendering to the 
British Plenipotentiaries, the renewed avssurance of their 
high consideration. 



J. a. ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYAUD, 
H. CLAY, 



JONA. RUSSELL, 
A. GALLATIN. 
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The British to the American Commissieners. 

Ghknt, Oct, 8, 1814. 

The undersigned have the lienor lo acknowledge the 
receipt of the note of the Plenipotentiaries of the CJ. Slates, 
dated on the 29 ult. 

As the continuance of the negociation exclusively de- 
pends u|)on the question relating to the pacification and 
rights of the Indian nations the undersigned are unwilling 
to extend their observations to the other subjects brought 
forward in the note of the American Pieiupotentiaries, 
further than nuv be required for necessary explanation. 

I:^ adverting for this pnrpose to the acquisition of Louis* 
iana.the undersii^ned rfiust observe, that the lostrnment by 
which the consent of his Catholic majesty is alledged to 
have been given to the cession of it. has never been made 
public. His Catholic m:tjesty was no party to the treaty 
by which the ce.^sion was made, and if any sanction has 
been subsequently obtained from lum, it must have been, 
like other cotemporaneous acts of that monarch, involun- 
tary, aud as such cannot alter the character of thetraus- 
action. The Marquis of Yrojo, the minister of his Catho- 
lic majesty at Washington, m a letler addressed to the 
President of the U. States, formally priitested against the 
cession, and the right ot France to make it. Yel^ in the 
face of this protestation, so strongly evincing the decided 
opinion of Spain as to the illegality of the proceeding* the 
President of the U. States ratified the treaty. Can it be 
contended that the annexation of Louisiana, under such cir- 
cumstances, did not mark a spirit of territorial aggrandize*- 
ment ? 

His Britannic majesty did certianly express satisfaction 
when the American government communicated the event, 
that Louisiana, a valuable colony in the possession of France, 
with whom the war had just l>een renewed, instead of re- 
maining in the hands ot his enemy, had been ceded ,to the 
U. States, at that time professing the most friendly dispo- 
sition towards G. Britain, and an intention of providing 
for her interest in the acquisition. But the conditions un- 
der which France had acquired Louisiana from Spain,' 
were not comnumicated ; the refusal, of Spain to consent 
lo ils alienation was not kuown ; the protest of her embas- 
sador had not been made, aud many other circumstances 
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Allehding the transaction^ oil whicli it is now unnocessarjr 
to dtJate, lyere, as there is good reason to believe, industri- 
ously concealetf. 

The (>roof of a spirit of ag^i^randizenaent, wh ch the un- 
dersigned h d deduced from the hostde sei/.ure of a great 
part of the Fioridas, under the most frivolous pretences, 
remains unrei'uled ; and the undersigned are cOMvinced 
tfiat the occasion and circumstances under which that un- 
warrantable act of aggression took place, have given rise 
tliroughont Europe to but o..e sentiment as to the charactei: 
of the transaction. 

After the previous wmnunucation which the under- 
signed Ijavehad the honor of receivmg from the Ameri- 
can Plenipoientrdnes, they could not but feel much surpriz- 
ed at th^ information contaiiied in their last note of their 
having received instructions dated subsequently to Janu- 
ary, 1814. The undersigned have no recollection wliat- 
<?ver of ihe American Pienipotentiaries having communicat-> 
€d to t!>ein, either collectively, or indtvidually at a confer- 
ence or olherwisi^, the receipt of instmctions from the gov- 
ernment of the U States dated attlie close of the month of 
June^ and they must remind the Am-erican Plenipotentia- 
ries Chat their note or the 9lh ult. distinctly stated that the 
instructions of January, JSH, wei^ those under which they 
were acting. If therefore, the American Plenipotentiaries 
received instructions drawn up at the close of the month of 
JunC; with a liberal consideratioti of the late events in Eu- 
rope, the undersigned have a right to complain, that whde 
the American govenuuent justly considered those events as 
having a necessary bearmg on the existing diflierences be- 
tween the two countries, the American Plenipotentiaries 
should nevertheless have preferred acting under instruc- 
tions, whicli, from their date, must have been without the 
contemplation of snch events. 

The British government never required that all that por- 
tion of the state of Massachusetts intervening between the 
province of New Brunswick and Quebec, should be ceded 
to G. Britain, but only that small portion of unsettled couui- 
try which interrupts the communication between Halifax 
and Q,uel)ec, there being much doubt whether it does not 
iilreadv belong to G. Britain. 

46 
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The undersigTiccI are at a loss to understand bow Vice 
A<imiral Coclirane's proclaDfialion illustrates any topic con* 
necled ^^ith the present negociation^or bears upon the con- 
clusion which they contended was to be drawn from the 
iwo proclamations of the American Generals. These pro- 
clamations distinctly avowing* the intention of the Ameri- 
can government permanently to annex the Canadas to the 
XJ. Stales, were adduced not as a matter of complaint, but 
simply for the purpose of proving what had been denied as 
a fact, viz. that such had been the declared intention of the 
American government. 

The undersigned observe, that although the American 
Plenipotentiaries have taken upon themselves generally to 
deny that the proclamations were authorized or approved 
by their government, without stating in what mode that 
disapprobation was expressed, yet they avoid stating that 
the part of those proclamations containing the declaration in 
question, had not been so authorized or approved. It is in^ 
deedir.)posstbletoimagine, that if the American government 
had intimtited an) disapproi ation of ihat |>art ot General 
J^ult^s proclamation, the same declaration wonUi have been 
as confidently repeated four months atlcr by General Smytbr 

Ijis majesty's government have other and ample means 
of knowing that the conquest of the Canadas and their an- 
nexation to the U. 8t?tes was the object aind policy ot the 
An^ei ic'iiu f>t>vfcrnment. For ihe present the undersigned 
will cuiilent themselves with referring to the remonstrance 
of the ligislature of MassachnsettSr in June, 181^ in 
wijirhthis intention is announced as matter of notoriety. 

The unilersig.^ed deny that the American government 
had proved, or can prove, that previous to the dec aration of 
war by the U. States, persons authorized by the British 
government endeavored to excite the Indian nations against 
the U. Slates, or that endeavors of that kind, if made by 
private |>ersons, (which the undersigned have no reason 
to believe) ever received the sanction of his majesty's gov- 
ernment. 

The American Plenipotentiaries have not denied that 
the Indian nations had been engaged in war with the 
U. Slates, before the war with G. Britain had commenced, 
and they have reluctantly confessed that so far from his 
majesty having induced the Indian nations to begin the 
war, as charged agaiqsl G*Bt\\av\v\\v>5aa wviVes^ of the 24th 
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Aug. and 9th ult. the British sfovernment actually exerted 
their endeavors to dissuade the Indian nations from com- 
mencingf it 

As to the unworthy motive assigned by the American 
Plenipotentiaries to this interference so amicably made on 
the part DfG. Britain, its utter improbability is sufficiently 
apparent from considering by which party the war was de- 
clared. The undersigned, therefore, can only consider it 
as an additional indication of that hostile disposition, which 
has led to the present unhappy war between the two coun- 
tries. So long as that disposition continues, it cannot but 
render any efibrt on the part of G. Britam to terminate this 
contest utterly unavailing. 

The American Plenipotentiaries ap|>ear unprepared to 
state the precise ground upon which they resist the right of 
his Majesty to negociate with the U. States on behalf of 
the Indian nations, whose co'^operation in the war his ma* 
jesty has found it expedient to accept. 

The treaty or Greenville, to the words, stipulations, and 
spirit of which the undersigned have so frequently appeal- 
ed, and all the treaties previously and subsequently made^ 
between the LL States and the Indian nations, shew, be- 
yond the possibility of doubt, that the U. States have been 
in'the habit of treating with these tribes as independent na- 
tions, capable of maiiitainmg the relations of peace and 
war, and exercising territoriai rights. 

If this be so, it will be difficult to point out the peculiar 
circumstances in the condition of those nations, which 
should either exclude tiieni from a treaty of general pacifi- 
cation, or prevent G. Britain, with whom they have co-ope- 
rated as allies in the war, from proposing stipulations in 
their behalf at the peace. Unless the American Plenipo- 
tentiaries are prepared to maintain what they have in effect 
advanced, that although the I ^dian nations may be mde«> 
pendent in their relations with the U. States, yet the cir- 
cumstance of living within the boundary of the CT. States 
disables them from forming such conditions of alliance 
with a foreign power, as shall entitle that power to nego- 
ciate for them in a treaty of peace. 

The principle upon which this proposition is founded, 
was advanced, but successfully resisted so far back as the 
treaty of Munster. An attempt was then made to preclude 
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France from neficocialinj^ in behalf of certain states and cit- 
ies in Germ my, who had co-operated with her in the war, 
because although those-slatesand cities mij^ht be consider- 
ed as independent for certain pnrposes, vet be.ng" witlnn 
the boundary of the German empire, ihey ouo^ht not to be 
allowed to become parties in the general pacification With 
the emperor of Germany, nor oni;ht France to be permit- 
ted in that negociation to mix their rights and interests with 
her own. 

The American Plenipotentiaries probably aware that the 
notion of such a qualified independtiucc, tor c< rtain pur- 
poses, and not for otheri^, could not be maintaiiie<i, eil< er 
by argument or precedent, have bt en com|>el!ed to advance 
the novel and alarming pretension, that all tie lndia:i ria- 
tioris living within the boundary of the U States, must in 
cffec^t, be considered as their subjects, aud, constquenlly, 
if engaged in war against the U. States, become b^bie to be 
treated as rebels, or disaflt'ected persons. They have fur- 
ther stated, that all the territory which these Indian nations 
occupy, is at the disposal of the U. States, that the United 
States have a right to dispossess them of it : to exercise that 
right, whenever their policy or interest may seem to them 
to ^equire it : and to confine them to such spots as may be 
selected, not by I:idian nalions, but by the American gov- 
ernment. Pretensions such as these Cr. Britain can never 
recognize : however reluctant his royal highness, the Pniice 
Regent may be to continue the war, that evil mu$t be pre- 
ferred, if peace can only be obtained qn such conditions. 

To support those pretensions, and ^t the sam^ time to 
show, that the present conduct of G. Britain is inconsistent 
with her former practice a id principles, the American 
Plenipotentiaries have referred to the treaty qf peace of 
1783, ho that of 1763, and to the negociations of 1761, dur- 
ing the administration of a minister, whom the American 
plenipotentiaries have stated, and truly staled, to be high 
in the estimation of his country. 

The on^issions to provide in the treaty of 1788, for the 
pacification of the Indian nations, which were lo be includ- 
ed within the proposed boundary of the U . States, cannot 
preclude G. Britain from now negociating in behalf of such 
tribes or nations, unless it be assumed, that Uie occasional 
non-exercise of a right is an abandonment of it. Nor can 
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the right of prelection, which the American Plenipoteh* 
liiiries have tailed in showing to have ever been claimed by 
G Brilain as incident to sovereignty, have been trausler- 
red by G. Britain to the U. States, by a trealy, to which the 
Indian nations were not parties. 

In the peace ot 1763, it was not necessary for (i. Britain 
to treat for ihe pacification of the Indian nntions, and the 
maintenance of their rights and privileges, because there 
had been no Indian nations livnig without the British boun- 
daries, who had co-operated with G. Britain, in the war 
against France. 

With respect to the neg\»ciations of 1761, between Great 
Britain and France, on which the Aniericaii Pleiiii^oten- 
tiaries more particularly rely, they appear, in the judgment 
ot the undersigned, to have much mii^understood the whole 
course of that negociation. 

It is very true that the French government brought for- 
ward, at one period of the negociation, a proposition by 
which a certain territory, lying between the dominions of 
the two contracting parties, was to have been allotted to the 
Indian nations. But it does not appear that this formed a 
part of their ultimatum, and it is clear, that Mr. Pitt in his 
answer, did not object to the proposition. He objected in- 
deed to the proposed line of demarkation between the coun- 
tries belonging to the two contracting parties, upon the two 
grounds : 1st, that the proposed northern line would have 
given to France, what the French had themselves acknowl- 
edged to be part ot Canada, the whole of which, as enjoyed 
by his most Christian majesty, it had been stipulated, was 
to be ceded entirely to G. Britain : 2dly, that the southern 
part of the proposed line of demarkatron would have includ- 
ed within the l.oundary of Louisiana, the Cheerokees, the 
Creeks, the Chickasaws, the Choctaws, and another nation, 
who occupied territories which had never been included 
within the boundariesKif that settlement. So far was Mr. 
Pitt from rejecting, as alledged by the American Plenipo- 
tentiaries, the proposition of considering Indian nations a 
barrier, that at one period of the negociation he complain- 
ed that there was no provision for such a barrier; and he 
thus energetically urges his objections, in his letter to Mr. 
Stanley, the British Plenipotentiary at Paris, dated on the 
2Gth ot .lane, 1761 j « As to the fixation of new limits to 



358 APPENDIX. • 

Canada towards the Ohio, it is captious and insidious, 
thrown out in hope, if agreed to, to shorten thereby the ex- 
tent of C inadu, and to lengthen the boundaries of Louis- 
iana, and in the view 'to establish, what must not be admit- 
ted, namely, that all which is not Canada is Louisiana; 
whereby all the intermediate nations and countries, the true 
barrier to each province, would be given up to France.* 

The undersigned confidently expect, that the American 
Plenipotentiaries will not again reproach the British gov- 
ernment with acting inconsistently with its former practice 
and principles, or repeat the assiE^rtion inade in a tbrmer 
tiote, that a definition oi' [ndian bouidary, with a view to' a 
ileutral barner, was a new and unprecedented demand by 
mny European power, and most of all by G. Bntai.i ; the 
Tery instance selected by the American Plenipotentiaries, 
undeniably proves that such a proposition had been enter- 
tained both t>y G. Britain and France, and that Mr. Pitt 
on the part of G. Britain had more particularly enforced 
it 

It remains only to notice two objections which the Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries have urged against the proposal of 
Indian pacification, advanced by the undersigned ; first, 
that it is not reciprocal: secondly, that as the U. States 
coald have no security that the Indian nations would con- 
clude a peace on the terms proposed, the proposition would 
be in effect unilateral. 

The article now proposed by the undersigned, and here- 
with enclosed, is free from both objections, and appears to 
them so characterized by a spirit of moderation and peace, 
that they earnestly anticipate the concurrence of the Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries. 

In making a last effort in this stage of the war, the under- 
fMgned are not apprehensive that the motives which have 
influenced his royal highness the Prince Regent, to direct 
a renewal of the proposition, with its present modifications, 
can be misunderstood or misrepresented. 

Whatever may be the result of the proposition thus offer- 
ed, the undersigned deliver it as their ultimatum, and now 
wait with anxiety the answer of the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries, on which their continuance in this place will de- 
pend. 
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TLe undersigned avail themselves of this opportunity of 
renewinor to the American Pleinpotentianes, the assurance 
of their high consideration. 

GAMBTER, 

HENRY GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM ADAMS. 

" The U. Stales of America engage to pul an end, im- 
mediately after the ratification ot'lhe present treaty, to hos- 
tilities, with all the tribes or nations of Indians with whom 
they ntay be at war, at the time of such ratification, and 
forthwith to restore to such tribes or nations, respectively^, 
all the possessions, rights and privileges, which they may 
have enjoyed or been entitled to in 1811, previous to such 
hostilities: provided always, that such tribes or nations shall 
9gree to desist from all hostilities against the U. States of 
America, their citizens and subjects, upon the ratification 
ot the present treaty being notified to such tribes or nations^ 
and shall so desist accordinoriy. 

" And his Britannic majesty engages, on his part, to put 
an end, immediately afler the ratification of the present 
treaty, to hostilities, with all the tribes or nations of Indians 
with whom he may be at war, at the time of such ratifica- 
tion, and forthwith to restore to such tribes or nations res- 
pectively, all the possessions, rights and privileges, which 
they may have enjoyed or been entitled to in 1811, previous 
to such hostilities : provided always, that such tribes or na- 
tions shall agree to desist from all hostilities against his Bri- 
tannic majesty and his subjects, upon the ratification of the 
present treaty being notified to such tribes or nations, and 
shall so desist accordingly/' 

The American to the British Ciyinmissioners. 

G^fcNT, October 13, 1814. 

The undersigned have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the note of the Plenipotentiaries of his Britannie 
majesty, dated on the 8th instant. 

Satisfied of the impossibility of persuading the world that 
the government of the U. States was liable to any well 
founded imputation of a spirit of conquest or of injustice to- 
wards other nations, the undersigned, in affording explana- 
tioas on several of the topics adverted to by the British 
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t^lenipolentiarics during ibis negociation, were aclnateil by. 
ibesole motive of removing erroneous impressions. 

Still influenced by the same motive, they will now add, 
t*)at al the time when the Spanish minister was remonslrahng 
at Washington againstthe transfer of Louisiana, orders werd 
given by his government for its delivery to France : that it 
was, in fact, delivered a short time after that remonstrance ; 
und that if the treaty by wliicb the U. States acquired it 
had not been ratified, would have become, of course, a 
French colony. Tlie undersigned believe that the evidence 
of the assent of h|)ain to that transfer has been promulgat- 
ed. They neither admit the alledged disability of the 
Spanish monu'ch, nor the inference which the British 
Pleni[)otenliaries would sfeem to deduce from it; on the 
contrarv, the assent was vohnitarilv sriven in the year 1804, 
by the same king who, about the s ime time, ceded Tr;ni- 
dad to G. Britai'i, and prior to the lime when he was again 
engaged in war with her. T'le cession by France was im- 
mediately connnunicated to G. Britain, no circumstance 
aft'dcting it, and then within the knowledge of the U. States, 
being intentionally concealed from her. She exj^ressed 
her satisfaction with it; and if in any possible state of the ' 
case she would have had a right to question the transaction, 
it ones not appear to the undersigned that she is now au- 
thorised to do so. 

After stating, generally, that the proclamations of Gen- 
erals Hull and Smyth were neither authorized nor approv- 
ed by their government, the undersigned could not have 
Expected that the British Pleni[)oteiitiaries would suppose 
that their statement did not embrace the only part of the 
proclamations wUich was a subject of consideration. 

Ttie undersigned had, indeed, hoped, that by stating in 
their note of the 9th ultimo, that the government of the U, 
States, from the commencement of the w^r, had been dis- 
posed to make peace without obtaining any cession of terri- 
tory, and by referring to their knowledge of that disposi- 
tion, and to instructions accordingly given from July, 1812, 
to January, 1814, they would efl'ectually remove the im- 
pression that the annexation of Canada to the U. States was 
the declared object of their government. Not only have 
the undersigned been disappointed in this expectatron, but 
the only infereace which the British Plenipotentiaries have 
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thought proper to draw from tbi9 explicit statement^ . han 
been, that either the American g^overument, by not giving 
instructions subsequent to the pucification of Europe, or 
the undersigned, by not acting under «ucb instructions, 
gave no proof of a sincere di^sire to bring the presei(tt:r«go- 
ciationstoa favorable conclusion. The undersigned did 
not allude, in reference to the alledged intention to annex 
Canada to the U. Slates, to any instructions gfiven by their 
government subsequently to January last, because, asking 
at this lime lor an accession of territory, it wn» only of its 
previous disposition that it apt eared necessary to produce 
any proof. So erroneous was the inference drawn by the 
British Pieaipot< ntiuries, in bothresj)ects, that it was in vir- 
tue of the instructions of June last, th;)t the undersigned 
were enabled, in their note of the 24th (f Aug. to state, that 
the erases ol the war between the U. States and G» Britain, 
having disappeared, by the maritime pacitication of Europe,: 
they bad been authorised to agree to its termmation upoa 
iK mutual restoration of territory^ and without making the 
conclutiionof peace to depend on a successful arrangement 
of those points on which differences had existed. 

Considei'ing the present stale of this negociation, the un-> 
d^^rsigned will al>stain, at this time from adducing any evi- 
dence or remarks upon the influence which has been exerted 
over the (ndian triiies inhabiting the territories of the U* 
States, and the nature of those excitements which had been 
employed by British traders and agents. 

The arguments' and facts already brought forward by the 
unders<gned,respectingthepolit:cal condition of those tribes, 
render it uimeccssary for then^ to make many observations 
on those of the British Plenipotentiaries on that subject. 
The treaties of 17U3, and 1783, were thote principally al- 
luded to by the undersigned, to illustrate the practice of 
G.Bt'itain. She did not admit in the first, nor require- iq 
the last, any stipulations respectii>g the Indians who, in one 
case, had been her enemies, and in the other, her allies, an4 
who, in both instances, fell by the peace within the domin- 
ions of that power against whom they bad been engaged 
in the preceeding war. 

The negociation of 1761 was quoted for the purpose of 
proving, what appears to be fully established by the an- 
swer of England to the ultimatum of France delivered oa 
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the first of Se|>tcMnber of that year^ that liis Britannic ma- 
jiprfy s\ ouUl not renounce his right of protection over the In- 
cTian natib.is re|intedto be within his dominions, that is to 
say, between the British settknient*) and the Mississippi. 
Mr. Pitt's letter, cited by the British Plenipotentiaries, far 
from odntrariictin<; that position, goes still further. It stales 
th:it 'ttke fixation of the new limits to Canada, as proposed 
by France, is iiilended to shorten the extent of Canada, 
which was to be ceded to E igland, and to lengthen* the 
Ivouiidaries of Louisiana, which Prance was lo keep, and 
in the view to estat>lish what nuistn<U be admitted, namely, 
that all which is not Canada is Louisiana, wheiebv all the 
intermediate nations and cunntrii*^, the true barrier to each 
province, would be given up toFratice.' This is precise- 
ly the principle uniiorinly supported by the undersigned, to 
wit, that the reco^rnition ot a Ixmiuisiry gives up to the na- 
tiouy-tn whose Ix-hall'it is made, all the Indian tribes ahd 
countries within that boundary. It was on this principle 
that the undersigned have confidently relied on the treaty 
of 17H3, what Hxes ami recog^ifzes the bou: dary of the if. 
S. without making any reservation reApecting Indian triljes. 
* But the British Plenipotentiaries, unable to produce a 
sdHlary precedent of one European power treating for the 
shvages i:ihabiting within the dominions of another, have 
been co^npelled, in supj>ort of their principle, to refer to tl:c 
German empire, a body consist mg of several independent 
slates, recognized as such by tlie whole world, and seper- 
ateiy maintaining wUh foreign powers the relations belong- 
ing to such a condition. Can it be necessary to prove that 
there is no sort ot analogy between the political situation ot' 
these civilized communities, and Ihat of the wandering 
tribes of North American savages ? 

In refering to what the British Pleniiwtentiaries repre- 
seh( as alarming and no^el pretensKHis, what Gi Britain 
cdn never recognize, the undersigned might complain that 
fheseledledged pretensions have not been stated, either in 
terms or in substance, as expressed by themselves. This, 
however, is the les^ material, as ahy further recognition of 
them by G. Britain is not necessary nor require<l. On the 
other hand^ ihey can never admit nor recognize the principles 
or pretensions asserted in the coui-seof this correspondence 
tly the Britisti Plenipotentiaries^ and which, to them, ap- 
pear novel and alarming. 
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The article proposed by tlie Brilish FienipolGRtiacies, in 
their last note, not nicludnif^the Indian tribes as. parties in 
the peace^and leavin^^the U. StsUesfreento effect its. object 
in the mode consonant with the relations which they have 
constantly maintittined with those tribes, partaking also of 
the nature of an amnesty, and beinij; at tlie same ^tioit^ trecip^ 
rocal, IS not liable to that ol)jection ; and accords with the 
views uniformly professed by the undersigned,* of placing 
these tribes precisely, and in every respect in the same, sit- 
uation as that in. which they .stood before Ihe coounence'- 
ment of host lities. This antioJei thus propoiing only what 
the undersigned have so often assured the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries would necessivrily follow,. if indeed it bus not al*^ 
ready^ as is highly, probable, precetied a peace between &• 
Britain and the LL States. The undersigned agree to ad- 
mit it, in sut/stance, as a provisional article, sui ject, in the 
manner origmally proposed by the British government, to 
the approbation or rejection of the government of the IJ. 
States, which, having given no instructions to the tinder- 
signed on this .point, caunot be bound .by any article they 
may admit dn the subject. ^ 

It will, of course, be understood, that if, unhappily peace 
flhould not be the result of the present uegociation, the arti- 
cle thus conditionally agreed to shall be of no igffect, and 
shall not, in any future uegociation, be brought forward by 
either party, by way of argument or precedent. ■,. 

This article having been presented as an indispensible 
prehminary, and being now acceptedi the undersigned re« 
quest the Briush Plenipotentiaries to conrununicate to them 
the project of a treaty embracing all the points deemed ma- 
terial by G. Britain ; the undersigned engaging on their 
part to deliver immediately after, a counter project with re»- 
pect to all the articles to which they may not agree,, and oh 
the subject deemed material by the U. States,, and, which 
may be omitted in the British project. 



JOHN a ADAMS, 
J. A. B \YARD, 
H. CLAY, 



JQNA. RUSSELL, 
A. GALLATIN. . 



TVie British to the American Commissioner^.' . / 

Ghent, October 21, 1814. . 
The -undersigned have bad thehonor of receiving tbfe 
note of* the Americao ' Plenipotentiaries of the 13th inst 



communicalintr Uieir acceptance of the article wliicii the 
understf^ned had proposed on the subject of the pacification 
and rights of the Indian nations. 

Theuiidersigrnodare ha[>py in heinf^ thus, relieved frUm 
the necessity of recurrins^ to several topics, which thoug^h 
tbey aro^in the course of their diseussioiMy.have ouiy an 
incidental connection with the difference remaiuiiig^ to be 
adjusted between the two countries. . 

With a vieiy to this adjustment the undersigned prefer* 
iBg in the present state of the negociation a general state^ 
ment of the formal arrangement of articles, are willing so 
far to comply with the request of the American P)eni|>oten* 
tiaries contained in their last note, as to wave the advan* 
tages to which they think they wei'e fairly entitled, of isequir*^ 
ing from them the first project of a ti*eaty. 

The undersigned having stated at the first conference the 
points upon which his majesty's government considered 
the discussions between the two countries i\H likely to turn, 
cannot belter satisfy the request of the American Pleuipo'^ 
teiitiaries than by referring- them to that coutierence for a 
statement of the points which, in the opinion of his majesty's 
government yet remains to be adjusted. 

With respect to the forcible seizure of mariners from ou 
l>oard merchant vessi Is on the high seas, and the right of 
the king of G. Britiviu to the allegiance of all his. subjects, 
and with respect to the maritime rights of tiie. British em^ 
pire the undersigned conceive, that after the pretensions as- 
serted by the government of the U.. States, a more satisfac*. 
tory proof of the conciliatory spirit of his Majesty's guvern- 
nient cannot be given than not requiring any stipulation on 
those subjects, which though mo^^t important in themselves, 
no longer in consequence of the maritime pacification of 
£urope, produce the same practical results^ 

On the sabjeoi of the fislierits thetuidersigueii expressed 
v^ithso much frankness at the conference already referred to, 
the viewsof their government, that they consider any further 
observations on that topic as uuiiecessary at the present time. 

On the question of the boundary between the dominions 

of his majesty and those of the U. Stutes, the undersigned 

are led to expect from the discussion which this spbject has 

already undergone, that the northwest boundary from llic 

iAli:a of the Woods to the Mississippi, the intended arrange'? 

ment of 1803| will be admvVted viS3^\q\^\. ^^«clion. ■ ^ .:•. 



* In regard to other boundaries the Am^icaft Plenipoten- 
tiaries in their note of August 24tfi, appe'ared in -some mea- 
sure to object to the propositions -then made by the uAder^ 
Ht^ned as the basis of uti possidetis. The Ondersighed are 
willing' to treat on that basis, subject to such' mod iticationt 
QS mutual convenience may be found to require, and they 
trust that the American Plenipotentiaries Will shew by their 
ready acceptance of. this basis, that they duly appreciate 
the moderation of his nvajestyV g'overnment in fio far con* 
suiting the honor and fair pretensions of the U. States as m 
the relative situation of the tv^o coaatries, to auth&riseWlcb 
a proposition. « 

The undersigned avail themselves of this* opportunity to 
renew to the American Plenipotentifarietoy the-^snrance of 
their high consideration. ' 

GAMBIER, 
H.GOCILBURN/ « 
W. ADAMS. 

The American to the British Commissioners. 

GttENT, Oct. 24,*1814. 

The undersigned have the honor to- acknowledge ^ 
receipt of the note of the 'British Plenipoteuiiaries of the 
21st in8t^ 

Amongst the general observations' which the undersign* 
ed,in their note of the 24th Aug. made on the propositions 
then brought forward on the part of the British got^emment^ 
they remarked that these propositions were foundefd neith- 
er on the basis of uii possidetis^ nor on that of status ante 
helium. But so far were they from suggesting the uti pos- 
sidetis as the basis on which they were disposed to treat, 
that iu the same note they expressly stated that they bad 
been instructed to conclude a peace on the priuciples of 
both parties restoring 'whatever territory they nnright have 
taken. The undersigned also declared in that note, that 
they had no authority to cede any part of the territory of 
the U. States^aiid that to no stipulation to^that effect would 
they subscribe ; and iu the note of the 9th Sept. after hav- 
ing shewn that the basis of uti |K)ssidetis/such as was known 
to exist at the commencement of the negociation, give no 
claim to his Britannic m^ijesty to cessron of territory found- 
ed upon the right of conquest^. ihey added that even if the 
ehancef of war should give to the Bvitish arms a momenta* 



ry possefision of ^b?r imrts oiiihe tamlory. of the tJ. States, 
such ^veiiU virould .not alter the. r vievrs with regard to the 
tornsifi of p^aceto which they would ^ive their consent. 

The undersigned can nov only repeat those declarations 
and ditcluie treating u^n the basis of uti possidetis, or up- 
on any other principle tnvotring a cession of any part of 
Ihe teiritory of the U. Slates. As they have unilormly 
stated, thev.cao tre$U only .u|M>nthe principle of mutual re« 
tttonittoii of .whatever territory may have J>een taken by 
either party^ From this privciplti they cannot recede, and 
the undersigned after the repeated declarations of the Bri- 
tish Plenipotentiaries, that G. Britain had no view to acr 
quisition of territory, in this uegociat ion, deem it^necestary 
to add, that the utility of its continuance depends on their 
adherence to this principle. 

Tlie u idersigned having declared in their note of the 2l!it 
of Aug. that although instructed and prepared io enter into 
an amicable discussion of all the points, on which differ- 
ences or uncertainty had existed, and which might hereaf- 
ter tend to interrupt the Imrmony of the two coiiiitr;eK, they 
would not make the cooclusion of the peace at all depend 
upon a successful result ut the discussion, and having since 
agreeii to the preliminary article proposed by the Iiriti«li 
government, had believed that the ne^ociation already so 
long protracted, could not be brought to un early conchi- 
sion, otherwise than by theconimuiiication of a project em- 
br«cing all the other specific propositioiis which G. Britain 
intended to offer. ,Th^y repeat their request in that res<- 
pect and will have no objection to a simultaneous exchange 
of the projects of both parties. This course will bring 
feirly into discussion the other topics embraced in the last 
note of the British Plenipotentiaries, to which the iinder- 
signedhave thought it necessary to advert at the preseaA Ume. 
. Th^ undecsigned renew to the British Flenipolentiaries 
the assurance of their high consideration j 



JON A. RUSSELL, 
A. GALLATIN. 



.1. a. ADAMS, 
3. A. BAYAKD, 
H. CLAY, , 

The Urilish lo the Afnerican Commmioners, 



Ghent, October 3tst, 1814. 
The undersigtied have the lioiH>r to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the note addressed to thepi by the American Pieni- 
poteiiUaries on \kit tl4lb '\ub\.«\^N«WWVJIii«) object to the 
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basis of uli possidetis pr6po!ied by th^ ttj^^rs^ned as that 
oh which they are willing to treat in regard to part of the 
bountlaries bet\^een the domiiiioiis of *his Majesty and those 
of the U. States. 

The American Plenipotentiaries in their note of the 13th 
inst. requested the undersigned to communicate to them 
the project of a ti^e^ embracing all the points insiste<l oii 
by G. Britain, eitgagriigou'lheir part to deliver imKnettiaie- 
ly alW a countre project as to all the articles to which thfey 
might irot agree, and as to all the subjects deemed material 
by the U. States, and omitted in the project bf the under* 
signed. 

The undersigned were accordingly iiistructed^to wav6 
the question of etiquette and the advantage which iifight 
result from receivnigthe first commuincation, and, confid- 
ing in the engagemetit of the American Plenipotentiaries, 
communicated irr their note of the '21st irist. all the points 
up(m which they are instructed to insist. 

The American Plenipotentiaries have objected td one es- 
sential part of the project*thus communicated : but before 
the undersigned c?i\\ enter into the disi^ussrion on this ob- 
jection, they must require from the American Pleni^iotcn- 
liariQS that, pursuant to their tpnga^eiiient, they w?tt^deliver 
a countre project containing all their objections to lliri points 
submitted by the undersigned together with a statement of 
such further points as the goverimient 6f tlie U. States con- 
sider to be material. 

Tlie undersigned are*aulhorised Id slate distinctly, thsft 
the article as to the pacific-iition and rights of the Indian 
nations having been accepted, tiley have brouglU forward 
in theirnote of the 21st inst. all the propositions they have 
lo oflfer. They have no farther demands to ikiake, no. other 
stipulations on which they are instructed to insist, and they 
are empowered to sign a treaty of |)eace forthwith iii con- 
formity with those stated in their former note. 

The undersigned trust, therefore, that the American 
Plenipotentiaries will no I6nger hesitate to bring forward 
in the form of articles or otherwise, ais they may prefer, 
those specific proj^ositrons upon \vhich they are empowered 
^ sign a treaty of peace between the two countries. 

OAMBTER, 
HENRY G0ULBT7RN, 
W.ADAMS. 
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TREATY OF PEJCE. 
JAMES MADISON, 

PRESIDENT OP THI. UNITKD STATES OF A3f ERICA. 

To all andsinfi^niar to Tokom Ike^te prufjU^ shall come^ GreeUng .' 
WHJEREAS a tre-city of peace and amity betueen the 
U. Stales of America^ and his Bril^inic niHJesly was 
signed at Glieut, on tiie twenty fourrfj daiy of December, 
cue thousand eig-bt hundred and fourleen, by tlie P»e:ti|)0- 
lentiaries respectively appointed for that purpose ; and tbu 
said treaty having been, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate of the (j. Stales, duly accepted, ratiiied, 
and continued, on the seventeenth day .of Februar}^ one 
thousand eight hundred and tifteen ; and ratified copies 
thereof having been exchanged iigreeably to t}ie tenor of 
the said treaty, which is in the words foUowing, to wit : 

Treaty of peace and amiiff between his liritaunic Ma- 
jesty and tiie Lniied Slates o/ America. 

His Britannic majesty and the U. States of Americn, 
desirous of lenuinating the war which has unhappily sub- 
sisted between the two countries, and of restoring, upon 
principles of perfect reciprocity, peace, friendsikip, and 
good umkrstanding between thetu, have, for that purpose, 
appointed then* respective Plenipotentiaries, that is to say : 
bis Britannic majesty, on his part, has appointed the right 
honorable James lord GambieVf hite Admiral of the while, 
now Admiral of the red squadron of his majesty's tleet, Hen^j 
Gonlburn, Es({uire, a ntemberof the imperial purliameiit 
and under secretary of stale, and iVilUam Adftms^ £.squire, 
doctof of civil laws : — and the President of the U. Slates, 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate thereof, 
has appointed John Quincy Adamsj James A. Bayards 
Henry Clay^ Jofiathan llusselly and All}erl Gallatin, citi-? 
•zens of the U. States, who after a reciprocal conuiinnicu- 
tion of their respective full powers, have agreed upon the 
following articles : 

ARTICLE TU£ FIRST. 

There shall be a firm and universal peace between his 
Britannic majesty and the United Stales, and between their 
respective countiies, territories, cities, towns, and people 
of every degree, without exception of places or pei-sons. 
Alt ijostilities, both by sea and land, shall cease as soon as 
this treaty shall have, been vv\\!\^^A\>n \>v>\\\ >^^^lies, as here- 



APPENDIX. 36ft 

inafter mentioned. All territory, places and possessions 
whatsoever, taken from either party by the oiher, during 
the Mar, or vvhich may he taken alter the signmg of this 
treaty, excepting only the islands hereinafter u)ei>tioned^ 
shall he restored without delay, and without causmg any 
destriiclioii, or carrying away any of the artillery or other 
pulilic property originally captured in the said forts or 
places, and which shall remain therein upon the exchange 
of t^e ratifications of this treaty, or any slaves or other pri- 
vate property* And all archives, records, deeds, and pa- 
pers., either of a public nature, or beloigingto private per- 
»0iis» which, in the course of the war, may have fallen into 
the hands of the officers of either party, shall be, as far as 
may b^ prachcable, forthwith restored and delivered to the 
proper authorities and persons to whom they res[>ectively 
belong. Such of the islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy 
On are claimed by both parties, shall remain in the posses- 
sion of the party in whose occupation they may be at the 
time of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, un- 
til the decision respecting the title to the said islands shall 
have been made in conformity with the fourth article of this 
treaty. No disposition made by this treaty, as to such pos- 
session of the islands and territories claimed by both par- 
ties, shall in any maimer whatever, be construed to afi'ect 
the right of either. 

ARTICLE THE SECOND. 

Imincdiulely after the ratification of this treaty by both 
parties, as hereinafter mentioned, orders shall be sent to 
the armies, squadrons, officers, subjects and citizens, of the 
two powers to cease froni all hostilities : and to prevent all 
causes ot complaint which might arise on account of the 
)>r)zes which may be taken at sea after the said ratifica- 
tions of this treat}, it is reciprocally agreed, that all vessels 
and effects which may bt: taken after the space ot twelve 
<la\s tVom the said ratifications, upon all parts of the coast 
ot North America, from the latitude of twenty -three degrees 
iTiorth, to the latitude of fifty degrees north, and as far east- 
Ward in the Atlantic ocean, as the thirty-sixth degree of 
West longitude from the meridian of Greenwich, shall be 
restored to each side. That the lime shall be thirty days 
m all other parts ot thef Atlantic ocean, north of the equi- 
noctial line or equator, and the same time for the Bntisb 

^ 47 
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tmd Irish clminiels, for Ihe Gulf of Mexico and all parts of 
llie West Indies ; forty days for the North Seas, for the 
Baltic, and for all parts of the Mediten*anean ; sixty days 
for. the Atlantic ocean south of the equator as far as the lat- 
itude of the Ca|>e of Good Hope ; ninety days for every 
part of the world south of the equator ', and one hundred 
and twenty days for all other parts of the world, without ex- 
ception. 

ARTICLE THE THIRD. 

All prisonei*s of war taken on either side, as well by land 
as liy sea, shall he restored as soon as practicable after the 
ratiticat ion of this treaty, as hereinafter mentioned, on their 
pajin^ the debts which they nuiy have contracted during 
their captivity. The two contracting parties respectively 
enjjjagti to dischargee in specie, the advances which may 
have been made i^y the other for the sustenance and' naain- 
tenance of such prisoners. 

AR riCX5 TaE FOUUTH. „ 

When.as it was stipulated l)y the second article in the 
treats of peace, of one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
three, between his Britannic majesty and the U. States of 
America, that I he boundary of the U. States should com- 
prehend all islands Within twenty leagues of any part of 
the shores ot the U. States, and lying between lines to be 
drawn due east from the points where the aforesaid boun- 
daries, between Nova Scotia, on the one part, and East 
Florida on the other, shall respectively touch the bay of 
Fundy, and the Atlantic ocean, excepting such islands as 
now are, or heretofore ha\e been, within the limits of Nova 
Scotia ; and whereas the several islandsin the Bay of Pas- 
sammaquoddy, which is part of the Bay of Fundy, and the 
island of Grand Menan in the said Bay of Fundy, a'^e 
claimed by the U. States as being comprehended within 
their aforesaid boundaries, which said islands are claimed 
as belonging to his Britannic majesty, as having been at the 
lime of, and previous to, the aforesaid treaty of one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty'three within the limits of 
the province of Nova Scotia: in order, therefore, finally to 
decide upon these claims, it is agreed that they shall be re- 
ferred to two commissioners, to be .appointed in the fol- 
lo\\ing manner, viz. one commissioner shall be appointed 
by hia Britannic majesty, and one by the President of the 
V. Sti\te$, by and wvlUVfee adVvce ^vA c,^\)is«i:^\. ^^ t^fcie senate 
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tihcreof, and the said two commissioners so appointed shall 
be sworn im|mrlially to examine and decide upon the said 
claims according- to such e\idence as shall be laid hetore 
them on the part of his Britannic majesty and of the United 
States respectively. IMie said commissioners shall meet at 
St. Andrews, in the province ot New Brunswick, and shall 
have power to adjourn to such other |>lace or places as they 
shall think fit. The said commissioners shall, by a decla- 
ration or report under then* hands and seals, decide to 
which of the two contracting parties the several islands 
aforesaid do respectively belong;, in conformity with the 
true ftitent of the said treaty of peace of one thousand seven 
b}nulred and eighty-three. And if the said commissioners 
shall agree in their decision, both parties shall consider 
such decision as final and conclusive, it is further agreed, 
that in the event of the two commissioners differing upon 
all or any of the matters so referred to them, or in the event 
of both or either of the said commissioners refusing or de- 
clining, or wilfully omitting to act as such, tiiey shall make, 
jointly or separately, a report or reports, as well to the gov- 
ernment of bis Britannic majesty as to that of the U. States, 
stating in detail the points on which they differ, and the 
grounds upon which their respective opinions have been 
formed, or the grounds upon which thev, or either of them, 
have so refused, declined, or omitted to act. And his Bri- 
tannic majesty, and the government of the U. States here- 
by agree to refer the report or reports of the said commis- 
sioners, to some friendly sovereign or state, to be then nam- 
ed for that purpose, and who shah be requested to decide on 
the differences which ma\ be stated in the said report or 
reports, or upon the report of one commissioner, together 
with the grounds upon which the other commissioner shall 
have refused, declined or omitted to act as the case may be. 
And if the commissioners, so refusing, declining, or omit- 
ting to act, shall also wilfully omit to state the grounds u|)- 
011 which he has so done, in such manner that the said 
statement mav be referred to such friendly sovereign or 
state, together with the report of such other commissioner, 
then such sovereign or state shall decide ex parte upon the 
said report alone. And his Britannic majesty aikd the 
government of the U. States engage to consider the deci- 
sion of some friendly sovereign or state to be such and con- 
clusive on all the matters so referred. 
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ARTICLE THE FIFTH. 

Whereas neither that point of the hin^Wands lying due 
north from the source of the river St. Croix, and dfsigfiiat- 
ed in the former treaty of peace between the two powers as 
the northwest anjfle of Nova Scotia, now the norlli-wes- 
ternmost head of Connecticut river has not been ascertain- 
ed ; and whereas that pi^rt of the boundary line between the 
dominion o( the two powers which extends from the source 
of the river St. Croix directly north to the abovementioned 
north -west anjrie of Nova Scotia, thence along the said 
hij^hla ds »\|iich divide those rivers that empty themselves 
ii»iolhe river St. Lawrence from those which fall iotolhe 
Atlantic ocean to the north-westemmosl head ot Connecticut 
Tiver, thence down along the middle of the river to the for- 
ty-fifth degree of north latitude; thence by a line due west 
on said latitude until it str kes the river Iroquois or Cata- 
ragny , has notyel been surveyed : — It is agreed that for those 
several purposes two conmii^sioners sha^l be ap|>oititedy 
sworn and aullionsed, to act exactly in the manner direct- 
ed! with respect to those mentioned in th? next preceding 
arhrle, unless otherwise s;>ec:fied in tb^e present article. 
The said cnminissioners shall meet at St. Andrews in 
the province of New-Brunswick, and shall have power to 
adjourn to such other place or places as they shall think 
fit. The said conimissio.:ers shall have power to as- 
certain and determine the points abo* e mentioned, in con- 
formity wilh the provisions of ttie said treaty of peace 
of one thousand seven hundred aid eighty-three, and shall 
cause llie boundary aforesaid, from the source of the river 
St. Croix to the river Iroquois or Cataragny, to be survey- 
ed and marked according to the said provisions. The said 
commissioners shall make a map of the said boundary, and 
an ex to it a declaration under their ha :ds and seals, certi- 
fyi g it Uf be ihe true map of ihe said bou:idary, and par- 
ticularizing 'he lalitiiile and longitude of the north-west an- 
gle of Nova Scotia, <>t' the north-westernmost head of Con- 
necticut r.ver, a d of such other points of the same bounda- 
ry as they may deem proper. And both parties agree to 
consider such map and declaration as finally and concln- 
sivelv fixinir the said bouiidarv. And in the event of the 
sail two coinmissoners differing, or both, or either of them, 
reiiMnfr or declinmg, or wilfully omitting to act, such re- 
ports declarations, or sValeiuewV^, *Vv^\V V^e made by ibem, 
or ei tber of th^m, auA sucVi tdet^wc^ \» ^ Sx\^\)AiS^ wh^;- 
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eigTi or state, shall be made, in all respects as in the latter 
part of the fourth ariicle is contained, and in as full a man- 
ner as if the same was herein repeated. 

AKTICL.L THK SIXTH. 

Whereas by the lornier treaty of peace that portion of 
the lK)iuidnr> of ihe U. Stales from the point where th^ 
forry-fitUi cii grteof norlh lati ude strikes the river Iroquois 
or Cal-aragny to the lake Supenor, wasdeclared to be * along 
the middle of said river into lake Ontario, through the 
)anid(ile of said lake until it strikes the communication by 
water fietwcen that lake and lake Erie, thence along the 
nnddle of said communication into lake Erie, through the 
middle of said lake mitil it arrives at the water communica- 
tion into the lake Huron, thence through the middle of said 
lake to the water comnumication between that lake and 
lake Superior.' And whereas doubts have arisen what 
was the middle of said river, lakes, and water communica- 
tions, and whether certain islands lying in the same were 
within the dominions of his Br.tannic majesty or of the U. 
States : m order, therefore, finally to decide these doubts^ 
they shall be referred to two commissioners, to be appoint- 
ed, sworn, and authorised to act exactly in the manner di- 
rected with respect to those mentioned in the next preced- 
ing article, unless otherwise specified in this present arti- 
cle. The said commissioners shall meet, in the first in- 
stance, at Albany, in the state of New- York, and shall 
have power to adjourn to such other place or places as they 
shall think fit. The said conmiissioners shall by a report or 
declaration, under their hands and seals, designate the 
boundary through the said river, lakes, and water commu- 
nications, and decide to which of the two contracting par- 
ties the several is.ands lying within the said river, lakes, 
and water communications, do res})eclively belong, in con- 
formity with the true in enl of the said treaty of one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-three. And both parties 
agree to consider such designation and decision as final 
and conclusive. And in the event of the said two commis- 
sioners difl'enng, or both, or either of them, refusing, declin- 
ing, or Wilfully omitting to act, such reports, declarations, 
or statements, shall be made by them, or either of them, 
and such reference to a friendly sovereign or state shall be 
made in all respects as in the latler part of the fourth arti- 
cle is contained, and in a$fuil a manner as if the same was 
herein repeated. 
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ARTICLE THE SEVENTH. 

It is further agreed that the said two last mentioned com- 
TniMsionerSy after they shall have executed the duties as!»ign- 
ed to them in the preceding article, shall be, and the) are 
hereby' authorised, upon their oaths impartially to fix and 
determine, according to the true intent of the said treaty of 
peace, of one thousand seven himdred and eighty-three, 
that part of the boundary between the dominions of the two 
powers, which extends from the water communication be* 
tween lake Huron and lake Superior, to the most north- 
western point of the lake of the VYoods, to dt-cide to which 
of the two parties the several islands lying in the lakes, wa* 
ter communications, and rivers, forming the said boundary, 
do respectively belong, in conformity with the true inte;it 
of the said treaty of peace of one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-three ; and to cause such parts of the said boun- 
dary, as require it, to be surveyed and marked. The said 
commissioners shall, by a report or declaration under their 
hands and seals, designate the boundary aforesaid, state 
their decision on the points thus referred to them, and par- 
ticularise the latitude and longitude of the most north-wes* 
ternmost point of the lake of the WoodiTy-^-and of such other 
parts of the said boundary as they may deem proper. And 
both parties agree to consider such designation and deci- 
sion as final and conclusive. And in the event of the .said 
two commissioners differing, or both, or either ot iliem re- 
fusing, declining, or wilfully omitting to act, such re;>t)i't8 
declarations,^ or statements, shall be made by them, oi eith- 
er of them, and such reference to a friendly sovereign or 
state, shall be made in all respects, as in the latter part of 
the fourth article is contained, and in as full a manner as if 
the same was herein repeated. 4 

ARTICLE THE EIGHTH. 

7^he several boards of two commissioners mentioned in 
the four preceding articles, shall respectively have power 
to appoint a secretary, and to employ such surveyors or 
other persons as they shall judge necessary. Duplicates of 
all their respective reports, declarations, statements, and de- 
cisions, and of their accounts, ami of the journal of their 
proceedings shall be delivered by them to the agents of his 
Britannic majesty, and to the agents of the U. States who 
may be respectively appointed and authorised to manage 
the business 011 behalf of Iheirrespective governments. The 
ftiiid commissioners sUaVV Vie te»)jee>AN^\^ ^i\\\\v v\cti man- 



iier as shall be agreed between the two contracting parlies, 
such agreement being to be settled at the time of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of thi.^ treaty. — And all other 
expences attending the said commissioners shall be defray- 
ed equally by the two parties. And in the case of death, 
sickness, resionation, or necessary absence^ the place of ev- 
ery such commissioner respectively shall be supplied in 
the same manner as such commissioner was first appointed, 
and the new commissioner shall take the same oath or af- 
firnnition, and do the same duties. It is further agreed 
between the two contracting parties, that in caseany of the 
Islands mentioned in any of the preceding articles, which 
were in possession of one of the parlies prior to the com- 
me:)cement of the present war between the two countries, 
should by the decision of any of the boards of commission* 
ers aforesaid, or of the sovereign or state so referred to as 
in th'^ four next preceding articles contained, fall within 
the dominions of the other party, all grants of land made 
previous to the commencement of the war by the party hav- 
ing had such possession, shall be as valid as if such Island 
or Islands, had by such decision or decisions, been adjudg- 
ed to be within the dominions of the party having had such 
possession. 

AKTICIiE THE NINTH. 

The U. Slates of America engage to put an end, im- 
mediately alter the ratification of the present treaty, to hos- 
tilities, with all the tribes or nations of Indians with whom 
they may be at war, at the time of such ratification, and 
forthwith to restore to such tribes or nations, respectively, 
all the possessions, rights and privileges, which they may 
haveienjoyed or been entitled to in lUll, previous to such 
hostilities: provided always, that such tribesx)r nations shall 
agree to desist from ail hostilities against the U. States of 
America, their citizens and subjects, upon the ratification 
of llu> present treaty being notified to such tribes or nations, 
and shall so desist accordingly. And hrs Britannic ma- 
jesty engages, on his part, to put an end, immediately 
after the ratification of the present treaty, to hostilities, 
with all the tribes or nations of Indians with whom he 
may be at war, at the time of such ratification, and forth- 
with to restore to such tribes or nations respectively, all 
the possessions, rights and privileges, which they may 
haveenjoyedor been entitled to in the year 1811, previous 
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to sach hoslililies : provided always, thai such tribes or tid^ 
tioDs shall agree to desist from all hostilities against his Bri- 
tannic majesty and his subjects, upon the ratiticalion ot llie 
present treaty being notified to such tribes or nations, and 
shall so desist accordingly. 

AllTlCLB THE TENTH. 

Whereas the traffic iu slaves is irreconcilable with the 
principles of humanity and justice, and whereas l^oth his 
Majesty and the United States are desirous of conlinutng 
their eftbrts to promote its entire aboUlion, it is hereby 
agrt^ed that both the contracting parties shall use their btst 
endeavors to accomplish so desirable an object. 

ARTICLE THE ELEVKNTU. 

This treaty, when the same shall have been ratfied oa 
both sides, without alteration by eilher of the ctMitrachug 
parties, and the ratifications mutaliy exchan^red. sUaA be 
binding on both parties, and the ratifications sl.;iii be ex- 
changed at Washington, in the space of four moutiis tVoai 
this day or sooner if practical>lc. 

In faith whereof, we, the respective Plenipotentiaries, have 
signed this treaty, and have thereunto affixed our seals. 
Pone, in triplicate, at Ghent, the twentj-iourth da\ of 
I)ecember,one thousand eit^ht hundred and fourteen. 
(l s.) GAiVIBlFH, 

(L. s.) HENRY GOULBITUN, 

(l s.) WILLIAM ADAMS, 

(L. s.) .iniN a ADAM:-, 

(L. s.) •!. A. BAYARD, 

(L. s.) H. CLAY, 

(l. s.) JONA. UrSSELL, 

(L. s.) A. GALLATIN. 

Now tbcret'orci, to the end that the said treaty of [wave and amity may 
be observefl wilh goo<J faith, on the part of the U. States, I, Jatnes Madi- 
son, Pre>ident as aforesaid, hare caused the preinLses to be inaile public : 
and I do hereby enjoin all persons bearing office, civil or military, wiih- 
in the U States, and all other citizens or inhabitants thereof, or bt-irg; 
within the same, fai;hfully to observe and fuifil the said treaty and every 
clause and article thereof. 
In testimony whereof, 1 have caused tlie seal of the U. Stales to be affix- 

(h. s.) ed to these presents, and signed the same with fny hand. 
Done at the city of Washington, (his eii^hteenth day of February, in the 
year of our Lurd one thousand ei^ht hundred and fifteen, and of %hv 
sovereignty and independence of the U. States the thirty ninth* 
By the President, JAMUS MADISON. 

JAMES MONROE, Jlcling Senrdanj of Stale. 



ttST OF VESSELS 

TAKEN PROM GKEAT BKITAIN, BY THE PUBUC A'StH 
PRIVATE AKMED VKSSKLi (IP THK UNITED STATES, 

DUHjyU THE trdR. 





!<amp,s qfveaseh. 


1 1 


Taken by the 


Jrrkedat 


1 


-.-.hV Whitiuj;,. 


4 i' 


Dash 


Hampton Roads 


2 


brig UlySSM 




Pau 1 Jones 


Norfolk 


3 


iTie Gy|i-ey 




do. 


N.w-York 


4. 


rtrie PirkerinET 




do. 


Gloucester 


S 


'hi]. R. b« & »p[!.ey 




do. 


llharleatoB 


6 


*hip MurgHret I 


2 J 


TpsBPr 


Portrand 


7 


raiisprirt No. AOb ' 


2 I! 


Mudisoo 


Glouce-ter 


8 


>rig Bloodhonndft 13. SI 


Cora 


Annapolis 


9 


-loop- 


1 


N. Y Militia 


Puiiipyvill* 


lO-iO 


1 1 transport boals* 




do. 


Oi^eusburg 


SI 


-hip Concord 


4 


Fame 


Salem 


32 


"trie Elbe 1 




do. 


do. 


8.J 


bfis Herman 1 




DoljihiB. 


do. 


24-2 


* brig and Bch'r 




do. 


do. 


2S 


ship Jane i 


4 


MmliaoD 


Gloucester 


27 


i'lip Kniperor 




Gun Bnaist 


St. Mary's 


28 


•hip Esperiment 1 




do. 


do. 


2a-.(i 


i Ehi)<a and brigs 




do. 


do. 


3a 


..ch'r W»de 


Revenue CHtlerf 


Amelia 


Si 


brie; Eliza 


R Ma'i^on 


^alrm 


36-ai 


3 shallops 


1 Lion 


Maiblebead 


sa 


brig— 


Lion &: Snowbird 


do. 


89 






Polly 


SaLm 


40 


irig Jaco 




MadisoD 


do. 


41 


ship — 




do. 


Dape-Ano 


42 


nrifr— 




do. 


do. 


43-45 


I ,ch'rs 




JpffcraoQ 


Salem 


46 


brie Wabisch 




Dolphin 


do. 


47 


ch'r Ann 




Nonpareil 


Charleston 


48 


ch'r Pindar 




Gun Boarsf 


Amelia 


49 


hip Jarrett 


18 


Fair trader 


:)alem 


eo-sa 


3 sctiixioera 




do. 


do. 


53 


chooiier — 




DolphiQ 


nadeacwtal 


54 


cli'r Ann 




do. 


Jalem 


fift-38 


i. i^^hourierB 




effer.itOolphir 


do. 


69 


-ritt— 




Dolphin 


do. 


60 


dioDiter — 




Lion 


aarblehead 


61 


chooner— 




Areua 


Portland 


62 


loop— 




Polly 


alem 


63 


ch'r Fanny 




Dolphin 


ialtim^rc 


64-65 


Hchonnera 




Buckskin 


alem 



Andthosc wilh a \f]are U. S.pubhevetsels. 



578 


AI 


I'EXDIX. 




60 


Hrig Ldinprfj- 




F. Essesf 


Baltimore 


67 


ri8ri»pi>rl bri-t 


197 


do. 


ransomed 


68 


!ch'f Mary Ana 




Buckskin 


^alern 


61) 


.hipM-ry 1 


4 


DoJphin 


do. 


70 


tchV- 




Fair Trader 


Wiscasset 


71 


sch'r Uiligf Dt 




Polly 


Salem 


72-73 


2 schoooere 




Snowbird 


do. 


74 


asDow 


6 


Re*. Cutterf 


Savannah 


75 


ech'r Jane 




Dotpbin 


Marblehead 


76 


ship Ann Gr^en 







Bosioo 


77 


wrqiieSt. Aiidrens 




Rapid 


Portland 


78 


nie Shamrock 


6 !G 


Rev. Cutlerf 


fisTaDnah 


79 


sch'r S«\\y 




Tear.er 


madeacartef 


80 


iich'r Nelson 




Buckskin 


Salem 


81 






Fame 


do. 


83 


iCh'rS Broihera 




Wiley Reynard 


Boston 


83 


barque 




CHlberiue 


Portland 


84 


bri?- 




P.-!|y 


ransomed 


' 85 


.hip Henry i 


1 


Comet 


Baltimore 


86- 


ich'r Alfred 




Spencer 


do. 


87 


-cli'r Eliza 




PolJy 


Salem 


88 


jr Lady Shfrrbrokc 


'* 


Alarengo 


New-York 


89 


)p. Eliaa & lisllier 




Ouv. M'Kean 


Pbilade)phi» 


ao 


*lri|. Bnyd ' 


1 


Globe 


do. 


ai 


lirig Rana^r 


a 


Matilda 


do. 


92 


ich'r Polly 




Wiley Reynard 


Boston 


93-95 


ibfiga 




do. 


Wiscasset 


98 


^loop Mary Ann 




Psiil Jones 




97 


Mp Haasun i 


J 20 


do. 


Savannab 


98 


brig Harmony 


4 28 


Yankee 


New York 


99 ■ 


brig— 




da. 


made a cartel 


100 


ihip Rri^an7,a 


2 21 


Tom 


Baltimore 


101 


brig Waldo 




TcBzer 


Portland 


102 


ichV Ann 


4 


Globe 


Itaitimore 


im 


sh Prroce Adolphus 


8 36 


Got M'Kean 




104 


ship 




Teaner 


Portland 


105 


acfiVnaniel 




High Flyer 


Baltimore 


106 


brijt Ceres 




John 


Salem 


107 


brig— 




Lynn 


Gloucester 


108 


>rig Willikni 




Roseie 


Boston 


loa-tii 


•hijre &. bri^ 




do. 


burnt 


IIG-If 


brig &. schooner 


IDS 


do. 


made a cxrteT 


118 


srb'r Industry 




Beni Franklin 


New York 


119 


si-h'r Pmeverance 




Nonouch 


ChariestoB 


120 


nhip Simon Clartt i 


S 39 


Globe 


Norr..lk 


121 


H )ndurfts FackeU 


g \1 


Mary Ann 


Charleston 


1« 


brie Amelia 1 


17 


do; 


do. 


123 


■ch'r Mary 




do. 


burnt 


124 


schooner — 




do. 


made n cartel 


125 


^ch'^ Union 




John 


SHlem 


126 


brin Elizabeth 


4 12 


John 


Salem 


127^129 


brigs 




do. 


ransomed 


iM'13) 


sch'r U sloop \ 


\ 


\ Qt\»iila 
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fs:^ 



irig Ceo. Blake 
jrig— 
irig James 
shipA[n.llo 
hipR'iyal Boiinly 
•rig Mary 
-fhr Vi-uiis 
'lip 0:i(i .ru 
•lig Eliza 
>'i^ Kicfiard 
fig Naucy 
nig— 
chr — 
iri^ L.t;iini(1ae 
-cht. Sky l^rk 
lirig Lady Prevost 
arig Friends 
fin% Mary 
'hip Jane 
■hip John 
jchr. — 
ttiip Grenada 
ich'r Shailock 
barque Dinna 
brig Rue buck 
ihip Guerriere* 
>rigLaiJy VVarreo 
irig AbuDS 
mrque Harriel 
brig Uuiuhess 
brig TnivelleT 
brig Henry 
thip Hopewell 
irixHnzard 
icb't Plioebe ■ 
llrigTIielia 
brig Alfred 
brig Anieliipe 
ship Kitty 
sch'r Spuok 
jch'i Pi ovi deuce 
ihip Guayana 
bar duke ul' savoy 
ship Pursuit 
a hip Eforgreen 
wig New Liverpool 
ihip Mary Ann 
shiji Elizabeth 

[trie Pursuit 
brig Tay 
ship Britannia 
hrig Howe 



Rereflue CiitlerfjCIiBrlnton 
Bunker HUJ 



do. 
Marengo 

Induslry 
Pair Trad. 
BuDki 



Hill 



lunk 

[nade a cartel 

Purlland 

do. 
New York 
Marble head 

[New York 

Providence 

Bavanuah 

New York 



Bunker Hill 
Marengo 
Benj. Franklin [BoEton 



do. 



do. 



Roasie Sal^m 

F. Fresidentf Pbiladelpbia 

Teazer .Portland 

Young Eagle jCharleston 

da. do. 

Uigb Flyer )8avsnnab 
RoHamand 'Norfolk 
P. Cons til utionf burnt 



P. Gongreasf do. 
(to. 

Yankee "Newport 

Comet -Baltimoie 

ship Waspf Boston 

Squando |Porls mouth 



Yankei 
do. 



,bamt 
I do. 
,8elep 
iPortland 
'Salem 



Dolphin 
Rossie 
Pair Trader 
Wiley Reynard New York 
Dromo ( Salem 



Decatur 

Atlas 

Dolpbla 

Yankee 

High Flyer 

Sarah Ann 

Dolohin 

Raiiid 

do. 

lltrashet 

DiJit 



do. 

Philndeljibia 
ISalem 
INewYori; 
jCharlesbH) 

do. 



tiUP 
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185 

186 

187 

188 

lb9 

190 

191 

192 

193 

194. 

1U5 

19f> 

197 

198 

199 

200 

201 

202 

203 

204 

205 

20ti 

207 

208 

209 

210 

211 

212 

2l.i 

214 

215 

2.6 

217 

218 

219 

220 

221 

222 

22-i-^2f. 

226 
227 
228 
229 
2i0 
231 
232 
23 -i 
234 
235 
236 



torig Elizabeth 
ihip Jamaica 
brig Alert* 
transport ship* 
brig King George 
■ihifi— 
brie: Ocean 
brig Tulip 
9hip Esther 
sch'r Venus 
^hip Quebec 
ship Kichmood 
>^hip Adonis 
ship Falmouth 
brifijTwo Frifinds 
•<now Two Friends 
hrig William 
sfhV Trial 

sc.h John ^ George 

^hip — 

britr — 

Bch'i Mary Ano 

brii; Laura* 

sch'r Rising States 

irie; Hannah 



2C 



!)rig 



ch'r Mary 
m% — 

iirig Pomona 
britr Devonshire 
•tig Concord 
tirii: Hope 
-chV Minorca 
')arqu« Charlotte 

t)i;i Mdriaua 
>rig Diana 
irig— 

Isabella 

up— 
.? vessels 

•ip John 
^'«ip Commerce 
irig industry 
'irivateer Nassau 
>rivateer brig 
iriii Tor Abbey 
d'iacMary 

ship Princs Amelia 
schooner — 
brig- 
brig Orient 



14 
7 

12 

16! 
14 
12 
i4 

6 



2i 
122 
i78 

25 
2(i 

25 

52l 

2.) 
25 
30 



10 60 



Decatur 
High Flyer 
F. Kssexf 
do. 
do. 
R»^venge 
Saratoga 
Atlas 
Montgomery 
Saratoga 

do 
Thomas 
Montgomery 

Thomas 

Benj Franklin 

Dart 

Ri>ssie 

Leander 

Regulator 

Poor Sailor 

Dart 
Blac*k Joke 
Diligent 
do. 



14 

14^ ^ 

Itf ' 

4 

8 



10 



fib 
25 
20 
30 
40 



30 



>fewporl 

Baltimore 

Vew-York 

nade a cartel 

Boston 

J'ortland 

>Jew York 

'Philadelphia 

vtoucester 

Vew York 

do. 
i^orlland 
Salem , 
Portsmouth 
i3oston 

do. 

Providence 
Boston 
vVilmington 
Portland 
Norfolk 
Philadelphia 
do. 



RfontiTomery Salem 



do 
Dart 

Decatur 
do, 
do. 
do. 
Wasp 
Decaf ur 
Gov M'Kean 
DaHj 
Teazer 
do. 
Dtcatur 
Dolphin 
Comet 
Decatur 
Comet 
D>»lphin 
Rapid 
Thresher 
Benj. Franklin 
llt)ssie 
Teazer 
Marengo 
Teazer 



do. 
Castine 
iiiiade a cartel 
France 
burnt 

{ nade a cartel 
Savannah 
Boston 
Norf«'lk 
Portland 

do. 

do. 
Marblehead 
burnt 
Baltimore 
h'ortland 
Wilmington 
fUlfimore 
Durnt 
iyape Ann 
Charleston 
Savannah 
Portland 
Newbury port 
I'ortland 



(t/*Those in italic zre Letters of Marque vessels. , 
J This Privateer came into the harbor cvf Por(2dn<^ triumphantly motmi 
^on the deck of her frxzt I ! I 



»%1 


icbf Jenny 


Are 


KNDLK. 

Te^ZRr 


Poriland 


2^8 


:^^tir ^ilelia 


RooamnntI 


New -York 


S33 


lie P.>iiil Shares 


Baltimore 




240 . 


lirii; Sun Aiilonio 


1 Mare.iir.. 


Philadelphia 


241 


Itrit; Detruil* 


H 78 Guu Biialbf 


turnt 


24S 


xrli'r Oalr JoniB* 


4 IS do. 


Black Rock 


24c( 


MliV Single Cap 


1 MaliUla 


Npiv Orleaoe 


244 


-d.V fc'ame 


! Noosuv.U 


buvannah 


24s 


■hln P;io«nix 


^ 17 BfaryAiin 


Charles Ion 


246 


brii; Uoncord 




do. 


do. 


247 


l>rK Favorile 


S 


Industry 


Lymi 


24S 


ling 6ir Ji>hn HiK^re 




d..- 


.!o. 


249 


Qris Iiird Sheffield 




Marc/i-i. 


fi.ir.it 


250 


<ch'r Rfileey Aun 




Fa...^ 


Sjitpm 


251 


brig \v\mm 
liris Heiily 




Moii'g mery 


do. 


252 




J..hn 


do. 


25.* 


ich'r Four Brothers 




Fame 


do. 


25* 


*i;h'rF..urSoDa 




d.i. 


do. 


2J5-266 


i *«h'. oners 




Dart 


Portland 


2.i7 


-chV \ntelope 




Ewaniand 


Cbyrluvlon 


258 


■.;h'r U.iH-son 




Was,, 


S.>vaiinali 


25a 


irig DiBinoad 


<' 


Alfred 


-jaiem 


260 


jria tifiirge 




do. 


do. 


261 


b-iR Neptune 




John 


do. 


S(.2 


Oii|i Jane 




do. 


do. 


asj 


.r.lininpr— 




Saucy Jar.k 


mtide a cartel 


SBl. 


«l<iDfi Louisa ABn 




Be;.j Fniiiklin 


Pofllaod 


263 


siii[( Venus 




Two Brothers 


iiunit 


266 


br Jfis U Charlotte 




America 


Saletn 


267 


irie rV. Btake 




Noofuuh 


CharleHton 


il^a 


nig Shallow* 


i 30 


P. PiwidPn't 


Baltimore 


2b9 


)ri5 "iir^ie 




Hi|rh Pryer 


N..rf..lk 


270 


^bi[. Ned 1 


16 


John St George 


Salem 


271 


.cnV Sisteri 




Fame 


do. 


27« 


ir-h'r Comet 




Ratiid 


SavanDa 


371 




1 ^ 


do. 


burnt 


274 


ii^.bVMarj- 




do 


BOsompd 


275 


4Cb'r Mary Hall 




ihip-Oen. Pihef 


SackeK's Haitior 


276 


simp Qiisahelh 




do. 


do. 


2 7 


Ira'rsfi'trt schooner* 




do. 


burnt 


273 


liria i;.m.n 


, 


Q«D. Armstrong 


Boston 


279 


^ch*r Mtptuno 




ReTenge 


Cnpe Ana 


28iJ 


barqup fisher 




Foi 


Portland 


281 


brit; James Bray 




Bmiber Hilt 


Doston 


2ai 


>rig; lady EUrtiot 




orders in Council 


Neiv York 


2a.f--285 


1 Tcsscts 




do. 


ransomed 


2^6 


brig Kree.lfim 


6 


Thorn 


Mflrblehcad 


287 


i'-M'r America 




Patne &c Orotnn 


Salem 


288 


.rig— 




Jopl Barl.iw 


Ne>v -London 


2iii» 


1-tnket JiibD Bull* 




R..¥er 


destroyed 


290 


ship Ai^o I 


i 26 F Presidenlf 


Baltimore 


291 


P. Macedoniano 4 


BSOSiPUoiUdSlatesI 


New- York 


2« 


ibip J. Hamilton 1 


S SO 


Dolphin 


Baltimore 



S9S 


brig- 




bng Argust 


Hampton Roads 


af4 


sch'r LoraiQ 




Revenge 


Philiadelphia 


295 






do. 


Snlem 


S9li 


brigVeous 


* 


Polly 


Savannah 


887 -soe 


Dine vewels 




Patriot 


-unk Si. biimt 


307 


lacket Tnwnsendd 


^ HQ 


T..m 


ransomed 


SOS 


lacket fiurcball* 




Highflyer 


Baltimore - 


30tf 


Mh'r- 


74 


do. 


made a cartel 


310 


trig Criterion 




do. 


New-York 


311 


■chVNeplDii« 




Reveoge 


madt: a cartel 


312 


brigNeptiue 




Roba 


Portland ' 


313 


Bch'r- 




Revenge 


burnt 


314 


brig Fancjr 




Joel Barloff 


New London 


SIS 


sloop Nelly 




Revenge , 


Philiadelphia 


3ia 


brigDeronshira 




Decatur 


France 


317 


sch'r— 




RelalialioD 


New York 


318 


ship James i 


2 G7 


Gen Armstrong 


destroyed 


319 


)rig Two Brothen 




Beoi. Franklin 


Sew-York 


320 


bri<r Active 1 


U 18 


Highflyer 


Charleston 


321 


m|_ 




Dart 


Portland 


322 


trig Pomona 


8 


Leo 


Jeirast 


323 


ihip Betsey 


5 


Revenge 


(PilminetoB 


324 


^rig Dart 


S 


America 


Salem 


325 


ibip qiieea I 


6 40 


Sen Armslroofi 


Wrecked 


32S 


irig Charlolfe I 





America 


Salem 


327 


ich'r William 


2 ^C 


Liberty 


Savannah 


328 


(rig Recovery 




brig Argnsf 


New- York 


329 


l>rig Lacy &. Alida 




Revenge 


Noifolk 


33ft-333 


three vessels 




Jack's Favorite 


lumt 


334 


ich'r Swift 




Rolta 


do. 


33S 


sch'r— 


15f 


Rolla 


Dade a cartel 


336 


iloop ReaBonble 




Liberty 


lestroyed 


337 


sch'r Maria 




do. 


anaomed 


338 


ich'r CalheriDe 


3 2^ 


Lady Madison 


Charleston 


339 


ich'r Maria 




do. 


made ■ cartel 


340 


ihip Rio Nouva 1 
schV Rebecca 


8 26 


Rolla 


New-York 


341 




Jack's Favorite 


NewLondon 


au 


*riS- 




Ned 


Ocracnke 


343 


>rivateer Richard 


M 


Halkar 


Savannah 


344 


ship Hope 


2 


America 


Marblehead 


345 


(hi|> Ralph 





do. 


Portland 


346 


ibip Eupbemia 





do. 


do. 


347 


»rig- 




Decatur 


Prance 


348 


ichooaer — 




do. 


do. 


349 


ich'r Meadau 


i 


Sparrow 


ransomed 


350 


ibip Mary 




Rolla 


Newport 


.15 1 


luh'r Erin 




Eagle 


Ctiarleston 


352 . 


mcket Nocton* 


I 


F. Es.rxt 


nade U S. vesael 


353 


f>rtit Birnissa 




R'>1la 


Martha's Vineyard 


354 


,oh'r Mary 




Eacle 


Htiarleston 


355 


hrigPeegy 1 1 1 Hunter 


R'lston 


3S6 


shipArabeHa \A [ Growler 


l^^iWMQah 


357 


brig Ajidalwift 


\<!i\ ° 


t>\ "iwitftft 
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38a 



368-359lbrig kdloop 



360 
361 
862 
363 

366-366 



F.' Java* 
brig — 

ship Diligences 
schooner — 
ship Neptune 



I 
4943t 



tivo vessels 

367 ship— 

368 ship volunteer 

369 ship— 

370 . 8ch*r Ellen 

371 ship Jane 

372 sch'r Pr of Wales 

373 ship Aurora 
374-376 two vessels 
376 brig Pelican 

ship — 
brig £nfiu« 
brig Ann 
brig— . 
sch'r Sabine 
jtransport Canada^ 
brig Isabella 
brig 3 Brothers 
'sloop Mary Ann 
privateer Andalusia 



377 

378 

379 

380 

381 

382 

38J 

384 

386 

386 

387 

388 

389 

390 

391 

392 

393 

394 

395 

396 

397 

398 

399 

400 

401 

402 

403 

404 

405 

406 

407 

408 

409 

410-412 

413-416 

416 

4ir-4t8 



jsch'r George 
ship Albion 
brig Htftriot 
ship Nelson 
ship Neptune 
'ship — 
brig- 
schooner— 
brig Shannon 
brig Ceres 
,ship Mentor 
sch'r Huzzar 
brig Resolutiiin 
ship Peacock* 
,brig Antrim 
brig Fly 
scliooner— 
brig Earl Percy 
brig Hero 
brig Rover 
transport Alder* 
brig Return 
brig Thomas 
three vessels 
three vessels 
sloop — . 
two teaseti 



27. 60 



10 



12 



^20 



12 



Yankee . (ransomed 
ip. Constitution^ burnt 

Growler jransomed 
fiastport militia Macbias 
Gallinipper (ransomed 



12 
10 
10 



12 

12 

4 

10 

12 

8 



74 



9 
12 

12 

12 



120 



100 

26 
I'l 



10 
22!l3^ 



8 
6 

1( 



Decatur 
do. 
America 
F. Chesapeakef 
do. 
S. Uornetf 
Spy 
Growler 
Holkar 
Mars 
do. 
Lady Madison 
Growler 
do. 
United ive stand 
Erie Militia 
Paul Jones 

do. 
' Dolphin 
Yankee 
do. 
do. 
Hazard 
Yankee 
Decatur 
Saratoga 
Bona 
Dolphin 
Lovely Lass 

Yankee 
Paul Jones 
Saucy Jack 
Liberty 



Portland 

France 

Kennebunk 

Portsmouth 

burnt 

New Castle 

New-Orleans 

ransomed 

Newport 

made cartels 

Charlestoii 

New burn 

Marblehead 

do. 
Savannah 
burnt 
made a cartel 

do. 
New- York 
[burnt 
Savannah 
made a cartel 
St. Mary's 
Boston 
INew- Orleans 
i do. 
Newport 
New-London 
New-Orleans 
Bristol 
Chatham 
New-Orleans 
Savannah 



ship Hornetf ,burnt 

do. 
Saucy Jack 
Yankee 
do. 
CheBapeakef 
do. 
Alfred 
Yankee 
Paul Jones 
Yankee 
Snap Dragon 
i]o. 
do. 
Dividedwe Fall 



[sunk 

New-Orleans 

Charleston 

Tarpaulin Cove 

New- York 

burnt 

Salem 

Bristol 

Chatham 

Boston 

burnt 

made cartels 

made a tender 

ransomed 



4.19 


iriE; — 




Divided we Fal 


%>lBk 


4i'}-M 


tbne T pes ell 




do. 


ransomed 


AtS 


irt»Hteer Calctlonia 


f GO 


ich'r Nonsnchf 


Charleston 


4:24. 


irig 'I'arlar 




Seo. Arrasironfc 


Gporgelowil 


JUh 


teniler Fos# 


£ sa 


Hero 


Myclic 


■^■ae 


)r. Liindiin Packet 




Paul Jones 


wrtoked 


427 


ichV farmer 




Sparrutv 


iivftt op 


428 






Wasp 


^arhiiia 


429 


priTateer Crown 


96 


mi lit TDluntpera 


WaldnborotiEh 


4.'fO 


ship francis 




r. B. Yankee 


Brest. (France) 


431 


lirig MatTiiift 


a 30 


AW 


Wilniiti^too 


43* 


brig Ohsrlolte 




Montiromery 


Sttlein 


433 


Du. of Gloucester* 


u 


ship Mndison 


ttacki-rt'a Harbor 


4J4 


\>tiy. Mh'r Ricbanl 




Hoikar 


■Mivunnah 


435 


|)ri». aloitp OurcoB 




d.» 


loade a cartel 


43B 


briK Edit ard 


8 


Alexxnrfer 


Sjlpm 


4d7 


acb'r Uupe 




do 


rriHile a cartel 


438 


brig- 




P..X 


Pons mouth , 


439 


ehip Nancy 1 




York Toivn 


Bristol 


440 


schooner — 


8 


(hip Gen. Pikef 


Snrheit's Harboi' 


441 


scli'r Delight 




Fame 


Michias 


V»2 


paekel Mary AnD» ' 


J 38 


Got 'rompkini. 


B.ision 


443 


ship Dfi.iuo 1 




Thoma'i 


VViscaN'et 


444 


bri^- 




di. 


Booltiehay 


445 


Invinc. Napoleant ■ 


<i 


Young Teazer 


Pun laud 


446 


packet Ann» 1 





do. 


do. 


447 


fOh'r Greyhound 




do. 


d«. 


448 


brie Mary 




AnHnnda 


^ew [,ondon 


443 


br Kingston Packet 




Gl'.be 


Oi-rar-ke 


4S0 


bri. Mutiny 1 


k 


di.. 


Ri'Huiort 


451 


jr a Geo. Prevoat 




Tlntla 


V.w OrlMna 


462 


w'lv L, Paek^t 


B 33 


Th.mes 


'nrlsinnulh 


463 


Kins'B Packet* 1 


i no 


Anaco iil.i 


>crar,okf: 


454 


briir David 




Gov. Pl.„ner 


'OFtBOlOtllh 


455 


PickeM 




Anacnnda 


oiidea cartel 


456 


■hip Mary 


s 


do 


New Ifavtn 


457 


thip William 1 


[» 


Grand Turlt 


•iah.m 


4S8 


.rig Harriot 




Aiiannnila 


NJcw Bedford 


459 


liriff Mars 




FoK 


'nrfsmoulh 


4>0 


ich'r Pi-arl 




liberty 


Savannah 


461 


liriTBteer sloop 


B 40 


d . 


(lade a carlel 


4»2 


firiR- 




Gov Plumer 


lurnt 


463 


irig— 




SnWne 


.to. 


464 


line Dinah 




Gl'-.tie 


Orrarnke 


409 






Grand Turk 


Portland 


466 


-hip Loyal Sam 1 


30 


Siro 


CliflrlfiPtoQ 


487 


.'lip Venus 1 




Globe 


Beaufort 


48S 


4hip Susan 




Siro 


France 


489 


hip Seatoa 




Paul JonfS 


burnt 



\ 1%iaahip iwu originally a French pnmlpfr and capluTfid by B'B. 
Mttjesli/'i ship Muliiif. ; re aiplurr:d fn/ the Jleiaiitfer of SrUeni ; re rfr 
captiirfji byhis H B MajtM'^tfiigaie Skai'Ttoii and re-re-re et^twred by 
the Teazer ofNen-Yvrki «aA sent into torthmd U ( 



AftpfeitDtXi 



dsft 



470 ftrifK Mur^ret 

471 ransi Ly. Mutray* 

472 bri«r Mofton 
4/.S- 4*6 • vpsiBels 
47i iricr Sally 

477 h-igr— i 

478 »rig H^ro 

479 hri? Re$olafh)n 

480 hrlfij H^ro 

48 1 hritr Jauies & Sarah 

482 brig— 

483 brig— 

48* brig: Jamies 

486 brie Safly 

486 Srig Ann 

487 brig Thomas 

488 >Ti^ — 

489 barqae 

490 ship Betsey 

491 ship Eliza 

492 sch'r Success 
49,i sch'r Lady Clark 

494 «ch'r Sally 

495 ^Ch> Blonde 

496 schV Ann 

497 schV Dorcas 

498 aIoop Ea^e« 

499 brig Union 
600 -hip Aorora 

60^ hip — 

502 [lip lnt*»grity 

603 brii Avery 

504< ^hip Husan 

605 ^hip Fox 

606 schV Leonard 

607 brii» Betsey 
60^1 5103 vessels 
fill M»h*r — 
612 ri? -^ 
613.527 B & i4transp« 
52« sf.hV T.hree Sisters 

629 !?.hV €kn. Hobford 

630 brig Nelly 

631 -.loop Pejrgy 

532 sch'r Broth. & Sisterl 

633 brig Louisa 

634 sloop Fox 

635 sloop William 

636 sloop Ja &, Eliza 

637 bris Chance 

638 brig Mary 

639 ship Venus 

640 brig Morton 



10 

2 

12 



America Salem 
22|L. of the Lakef Sacketf s Harbot 



6 



^ 
U 



120 
16 
10 



Gen Armstrong'Martba's Vineyard 
orders in eouncii New York 



Y'trktown 

Young Teazer 

Benj Franklin 

Teazer 

do. 
Nancy 
P. Essexf 

do. 
Marengo 



made a cartel 

Portland 

ransomed 

New.York 

Ca««tiae 

Portland 

burnt 

ransomed 

New London 



John 
Teazer 
Decatur 
Holkar 
Dolphin 
Revenge 
Yankee 
Benj Franklin 
bunker Hill 
Wiley Reynan 
John 
do. 
Liberty 
13! Gun Boatsf 
T. B. Yankee 
do 
Rambler 
T B Yankee 
York town 
do 

2O' brie Argnsf 
T B Yankee 
Jack ^9 Fa von t* 
America 

Pox 
Yankee 
65 2 row b<>atsf 
Saucy Jack 
Decatur 
Pox 
do 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Dolphin 
Torktoirn 
49 



Boston 

Portsmouth 

made a carte! 

iNew-York 

burnt 

Wilmington 

Boston 

-ansomed 

Mew- York 

lioston 

ransomed 

Salem 

ransomed 

New-York 

France 

do. 
vrecked 
Norway 

.^ir-w- Bedford 
France 
sunk 
do. 
Plymouth 

nade cartels 

ansomed 

Bristol 

-iackett's Harbor 

•• Mary's 

*Hvannah 
irnt 

tnsomed 

.?mt 

s*med 

-irway 
Prance 

msomtd 
Norway 
burnt 
Salem 
WUmiOKtOE 



afi(i 



APPJCNim^ 



541 Iscb'r Dominico^t 
642 iiiip Lon. Trader 
54J-'547 ive brigs 

548 privateer Fly 

549 sch'r Ceres 

550 barque Henrietta 

551 brisAnn 

552 sch'r Flying Fish 

553 sloop Catherine 

554 sch'r Kate 

555 ship LiOuisa 

556 brig 3 Brothers 

557 brig Earl of Moira 

558 schooner — 
559_56o!two ressels 



5ttl 
562 
56J 
564 
565-567 

568-669 

570 

571 

572 

673 

574 

575 

576 

577- 578 

579 

580 

581 

582 -583 

584. 

585-686 

687 

588 

589 

690 

591 

692 

593 

594 

5\i5 

696 

697 

698 

599 

600 

601 

602 

603 

604 



sch'r Louisa 
priva. Kg, of Rome 
ship — 
schooners- 
three vessels 
tn-o vessels 
bris— 
pchooner— 
brig BoYer« 
schooner — 
schooner—- 
brig Jaue 
brig— 
2 vessels 
Kch'r Lillf 
brig Mary Ann 
brig— 

a brig and sloop 
packet Lapwing* 
2 ships 

!*loop Traveller 
Oake of Montrose* 
brig Jane and Ann 
brig Daphne 
ship E^iza 
bri g Alert 
barque Lion 
<»ch'r High Flyer* 
ship Industry 
ship Lond. Packet 
brig Atlantic 
brig Jane 
brig Jane 
brig Yenus 
sch'r Elizabeth 
brig Harpy 
birque Reprisal 
pirvateer Davt 



' 



15 


88 


Decatur 


ICharlMtott 


2 




do. 


do. 






Snbp Dragon 


HJeetroyed 


5 


30 


brig EnterprizefjPortsnDioHth 






Yankee 


made a cartel 






Snap Dragon 


Beaufort 






do. 


do. 






Saucy Jack Iranaomed 
do. ICape Beary 










do. 


do. 


10 




do. 


hurnt 


10 




do. 


St. Mary'e 






Industry 


Machias 






Terrible 


Eastport 






Stviftsure 


AlachiaB 


1 26 


Expedition 


Newport 


1040 


brig Argustf 


destroyed 






F. Presidentf 


France 






; do. 


do. 






• r. B. Yankee 


do. 






Lbo 


do. 






Brutus 


ransomed 




Gen. Armstrong 


burnt 


1896 


brig Enterprize-HPortland 






McUe and crew Castine 






Terrible ransomed 






Snap Dragon Newbem 






Grampus burnt 






Terrible Salem 






Pilot ransomed 






do. do. 


M 




Gen^rmsir&ng burnt 






Industry 


Afachias 






Rattlesnake 


made a car 






T.B. Yankee 


France 






T«ark 


Machias 






F. Presidentf 


made a cartel 






do. sunk 






do. do. 


8 


do. ransomed 




i\o. burnt 


8 


do. 


ransomed 


5 


do. 


Newport 




T. B. Yankee 


Norway 


14 


ArgUM 


Boston 






do. 


ransomed 






do. 


made a cartel 






Snap Dragon 


ransomed 






do. 


made a cartel 


■ 




do. 


given op 


( 




do. 


do. 






do. 


ransomed 


\ 


*w 


l^<!»tyjgillantt 


Newport 



bU5 


sch'r, Salamanca 


16 brig Argusf 


destroyed 


606 




do. 


made a cartel 


607 


bng Bicbard 


do. 


hwut 


608 


.rig Fowey 


do- 


do. 


609 


iloop Lady Francis 


do. 


do. 


«I0 


trais. BarbadoeB* 


do. 


do. 


611 


trans. Alliance* 


do. 


do. 


612 


sch'r Cordelia 


do. 


do.- 


613 


ship BeUey 


do. 


France 


614 


ihip Mariner 


do. 


mnk 


619 


sloop— 


do. 


France 


616 


irig Helena 


do. 


nade a cartel 


CI7 


brig- 


do. 


burnt 


618 


brig Diana U Beth 


do. 


do. 


ei9 


ihip Defiance 


do. 


do. 


620 


brig Baltic 


da. 


do. 


621 


sloop— 


do. 


made a cartel 


6U 


brig Belfbrd 


do. 


luak 


623 


riilot boat ach'r 


do. 


do. 


624 


brig- 


do. 


do 


62S 


rrauBpott Jntia* 12 


202 ahip Uadisont 


Backetts Harbw 


eae 


icb'r Growler* 1 1 


42j do. 


do. 


627-629 


3 Gun boats* 6 


45 do. 


do. 


630 


Gun boat* 2 


IS do. 


burnt 


fi3] 




50 Buratogi 


Newport 


632 


,hif^ 


do. 


inrnt 


6i3 


Orig Sarah 


do. 


do. . 


6d4 


.chV- 


Gen.Starl( 




635 


>hip Economy 


3t:ourge k. Bat 


Norway- 


638 


'hip Pax 


do. [tie Suakt 


do. 


637 ■ 


ship Diligent 


dl 


do. 


638 


acb'r Liberty 


do 




do. 


639 


bi^ Betsey 


do 




do. 


640 


brig Hope 


do 




do. 


641 


»hip Hull 


do 




do. 


642 


hipJol. Bschellor 


do 




do. 


643 


hip Experiment 


i\a 




do. 


644 


brig Ruby 


do 




do. 


645 


hip Britannia 


do 




do. 


646 




do 




do. 


647 


brig Burton 


do 




do. 


643 


hip Latona 


do 




do. 


649 


hip Friends 


do 




do. 


650 


hip Nattingham 


do 




do. 


651 


lir Westmoreland 


do 




do. 


652 


3rig Brothers 


do 




do. 


6S3 


loop Perae Terence 


do 




do- 


654 


hip Harford 


do 




do. 


655 


hit) Thetis 


do 




do. 


65S 


irig Brunswick 


do 




do. 


657-669 


3 ressels 


Leo 1 


urut 


670 


Sua boat* 1 


60 Morgan's ridem | 


Sackells Harbor 


671 


hip Brotm 


Rl4tli 


BBoake 1 


DWleatwrtel , 



672 iKRhVPamv 
6?i [-.liilj Si l^wnnce 
674-i>7.| ^ufiBsrls 
676 -cBi 



6«i 






brjii; Crestdent 
iirJe FHrnrits 
.rig IMn^y 
, iwo ehi|ic 
tohV fiAty . 
soliiioner— T 

.. . Ann 
!liKip El ins 
brig Dart 

...■. si U Hodgikimo 
7u4'-7IO«rvpn Tf.cgi'Is 
brig Edwanl 
l)ri£ Janvfoff 

^hiii Veitft 



694 

6a.> 
6»r 

698 
69tf 
7U0 
701 
702 
703 



7)3 

714 
71S 
916 
717 

7ia 

719 
720 
7il 
72i 
733 
724 



7a9 
730 
731 

733 
734 

735 
73d 
737 
738 
739 
740 
741 
743 
743 
744 
745 



l> i'ai— 

I'r Jnspph 
LhiIj Co.'.kbiim 
5ir J Sherbroke 
ill ill .Waiily 
irie — 

-i-l-'r irteksenger 
■.(lip Mffflti-zutna 
-hip Policy 
•hip(TR»reiana 
-Mp ^llsnttc 
<liip Greenwich 
liip H»'i!tor 
tliiji Oalherine 
ihip Rosa 
ir'fz Jane 
irjE niana 
ihip R.»se 
brie- 

■ Agnet 
ip Joho 
Ivi^ Abfll 
bri;; Gos^apk 
icli'r .l>H(|i«r 
ich'r lteb«cca 
srh'r Agnps 
brii; Crilerion 
sen r P D..y 
'eoi'i H«nry 
Bch.r Mnria 
(thip-Nnreid 



Saratoga 
Ametica 

Lattf Cunlelia J< 



Polly 

Yankee 

do. 

Scourge 

Tankve 

Water Witch 

GtB. S'Srk 

Tim Ptckenng 

do 

Esfltport Fori 

tjara'ogd 

Ogdeimbur^ oiil 

Fox 

Washington 

tiatatoga 

do. 

do. 



Sanuy Jack 
ReTfi g ■ 
CamliDe 

P. Es*exf 
do. 
do. 



P E^BeiJuniorf 



F. Congressf 



Eliza 
SaueyJack 

do 
Car 'line 
Oen. Xtark 

Caroline 

Grand Turtt 

do. 

Caroline 

Ro^er 

do. 

ICtoT Tompkitn 

T<&.Yinkee 



Purtsntouth 
niHile a cartel 

uked 
:javaoiiah 
made a cartel 
Chatham 
Niirway 
en-Bedford 
do 
Udcbias 
luwtpurt 
aslem 
Baslpott 
treckt;d 
U^dKuaburg ' 
V .lly Landing 
Ponlaud 

fJew i;otk 
made a caite) 
ramioiMed 
I. Mdry's 
Inarleston 

Wilmington 
Peru 
Riwton 
Iliad? ships "l 



ot *ar 



do. 
nade a cartel 

n^de a cartel 

linington 

nnsomi'd 
^ilininElon 
igelown 



do. 
Pirlg mouth 

^inninEton 

CtiHrJeston 
do. 



Ihnmt 

NewY. 



JlFPENBIX. 



989 



754 

755 

75b 

757 

768 

759 

760 

7ttl 

7b:i 

7t)3 

764 

765- 

774 

77:> 

776 

777 

778 

779 

7 80 

781 

782 

78 i 

784 

785 

786 

787 

788 

789 

790 

791 

792 

793 

794- 

796 

797 

798 

799 

800 

801 

803 

«03 

804 

BO.i 

806 

807 

SOU 

809 

810 

811 

812 

81J 

8i4 

ai5 



fihip Castor 

Tiii Active 
tip WatBun 
lip Cora 

> le; Clixa 
cii'r iVaveller 
*'i'r Ge<irge 
iop xpehofient 
oop Vigilant* 

schooner — 

)r. Youns; ^irsbaod 
773^0106 vessels 

bri^Tuliock 

ship Minerva 

ship.^ 

jbUg Isabella 
.sloop — 
jsch'r Harmony 
'sloop Humbird 
jbri)?— 
ibria; — 
ischV Mary 
jsloop— 

phip >Vandeper 

ship Edward 

sch'r Jonathan 

bnz Britannia 

Bch'r Curfeiv 

bria; Tenilla 

ship Galatea 

ship James 

ship- 
two vessels 

privateer 

ship Sally 

«Mp— - 

>ri^ Soperb 

irivateer Mars 
tris Juno 

briff Friends 
ch'p S«»a Flower 
ch'p Hazard 

brifi5 Sovereign 

^hip Diana 
chV William 

schV IVIary 

brie Bvkar 

<f hV Hope 
>rf|3; Rambler 

sehV Eliza 

ship Lady PrevoaC 
;ch Susao & Elisa 

beb'i 



795 



I 



T.B.Yankee teivenop 



10 



do. 
do. 
do. 

1^0. 

Frolic 
Fly 
do. 



France 

do. I 

do. 
do. 
Squam. 
Ellsworth 
Machias 
Wilmington 
Savannah 



4301 Comet 

Petapsco 
Gav. Tompkins -Newport 
Comet «unk 
Fox ^Gloucester 

do. Portsmouth 

Gov Tompkins made a cartel 
brigRattlesnakef Wilmington 
Genp.ral Stark wrecked 
Terrible Portsmouth 
Surprize hviachias 
brigRattlasnakef^unk 



7 
6 



12 
1^ 



U 



Fox 
Macedonian 

Hope 
F. President 
do. 
do. 
Mars 
Alfred 
do. 
Chasseur 
T. B. Yankee 
do. 



burnt 
ransomed 
Philadelphia 
sunk 

do. 

do. 

New Bedford 
jMarblehead 
;burnt 
iBeaafort 
France 

do 
destroyed 
Cape Francois 

BUlik 



Frolic 
6130^ Uo 

I Ddile 

brig Enterprizef'St Mary'jp 
Mars iCharleston 

SObs. Rati, in Entjj Wilmington 
Grand Turk (France 



Diomede 
Tuekahoe 

do. 
America 

do. 
Diomede 
do. 
Fox. 



wrecked 
burnt 
do. 
Portsmouth 
burnt 
Savannah 
New-York 
Gloucester 
Bristol 



Diomede 
bs. Rati & Ent.'Hbumt 
do. I do. 

Jnvma6/e jWilmingtoi 
Mara I do. 

Viper iNewpopI 



sou 



APPENDIX. 



816 

817 

818 

89 

820 

821 

822 

823-826 

827 

828 

829 

830 

831 

832 

833 

834-842 

843 851 



schr. Jane 
britr Falcon 
brjtr Superb 
schV — 

hip John 
brig Brothers 
ship Victory 
four ships 
ship — 
bri^ Elizabeth 

hip \nD Catharine 
schV Nimble 
sch'r Jason 
^cbr— 

•^chr Trinitaria 
nine vesseSs 
nine do. 



u 



12 



852- 855 four vesiiels 



856-857itwo vessels 

858 Mft \polIo 

8^9 brig .\nne 

860 cutter Patty 

861 bri^— 
802 brij5 Heniy 
8.33 brig Abel 

864 ship^ 

865 sch. Encouragement 

866 brig Two Sisters 

867 schr. Hope 

868 schr. S^tph 
86:1 schV Eclipse 

870 schV Cobham 

871 brig [<ouisa 

872 ship Hive 

873 schV Picton* 

874 ship Lovely Ann 

875 sch'r Phoenix 

876 brig Nimble 

877 brig Ceres 

878 schV— 

879 sch Friends Adv'tr. 

880 brig Fanny 

881 brifi;— 

882 schr. Eliza 

883 schV Kentish 

884 schr. Prince Regent 

885 cutter Lyon 

886 brig Portsea 

887 brig Conway 

888 sch Francis &c Lucy 

889 jbrig James 
S90 •89mwo vessels 
^02 /scbr. 



6 



6 



8 



10 

8 

10 



20 



Vnlry 
America 
Mary 
Viper 
Saucy Jack 
America 
Viper 
Rattlesnake 
do. 
Caroline 
Saucy Jack 
do. 
Caroline 
Kemp 
Saucy Jack 
Prin .Veufchatei 
Comet 
do. 
do. 
America 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Gov. Tompkins 
do. 
Invincible 
Frolic 
Wasp 
America 
do. 
Wasp 
JonquiUa 

Kemp 
Surprise 
t'. ConstituUonf 
do. 
do. 
Invincible 
Grampus 



Saratoga 

Fox 

Oallorvay 

Fox 

Snap Dragon 

Saratoga 

Invincible 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Youug Wasp 
do.. 



Wilmington 
Charleston 
New- York 
Newport 
jCharleston 
Spain 
Camden 
Vorway 
♦^Vance 
'vfiarlestoB 
-"'trannah 
ieaufort 
»)urnt 

Cape Francois 
Savannah 
France 
lestroyed 
ransomed 
Wilmington 
•Salem 

I made a cartel 
•4unk 

do. 
!^cw York 
Elizabeth City 
Wilmington 
destroyed 
Philadelphia 
burnt 
do. 
Wrecked 
Wilmington 
Elizabeth City 

Norfolk 

9unk 

made a cartel 

sunk 

TenerifTe 

burnt 

New-Bedford 

Wiscasset 

France 

burnt 

Beaufort 

jFairhaven 

(ransomed 

given up 

ransomed 

Portsmouth 

made a cartel 

France 

made carte U 



I 



.191 



EOS 


Bhip tTaioD 




Ramblw 


nrreckeil 


8U4 


bfic Fair Stranger 




Fox 


Portsmouth 


895 


traQS|iort Jlarjit 1 


2 82 


RattleaoBke 


France 


896 


l.."i^_ 




EspeditioD 


destroyed 


897 


iCliV Miratirta 




Chasaeiir 


do. 


898 


ainiip Martha 


4 20 


do. 


made a cartel 


8My-300 


two veasels 




do. 


destroyed 


901 


i<;li'r Atleline 


20 


Espedilion 


New- York 


90=; 


l)rig EsperienC* 




Caroline 


wrecked 


«0J 


iliil) Eiperience 




Rapid 




S04 


iyh'r— 




Perry 


Norfolk 


903 


.(^h'r Francia 




Midas 


lumt 


900 


ich'r Appeltodore 




do. 


do. 


907 


,(:h'r William 


89 


do. 


made k cartel 


90)1 


stoop Irwin 


30 


do. 


do 


909 


brrg Belioua 




Globe 


Barracoa 


910 


*ch'i Prince 




ship Adaiitft 


burnt 


911 


'Ch'r lodu&try 




do. 


do. 


9l2 


iioop — 




do. .. 


Siven up 


913 


i)rigRotbur,l£ 




do. 


made « cartel 


914 


.hip Equity 




Ralilcsnake 


lunil 


9ia 


ship Adilitn . 




do. 


lunk 


916 


scl/r— 




Saratoga 


Fairhaten 


917 


sloop Regent 




do. 


(unk 


918 


3chr- — 




do- 


ransompd 


919 


sloop Bpi>riien i 


8 "28 


brig Peacockf 


Savaoiiab 


920 


sloop CygDtt 




Saratoga 


Wilmington 


921 


sch'r Diligence 




York 


destroyed 


922 


sloop Bonila 




Delisle 


do. 


923 


brip; Robert 




ZKhec Ultor 


Charleston 


924 


brig Favorite 




Bavid I'orkr 


pven u|i 


925 


bfig— 


10 


do. 


do. 


926 


ihip Su^an 


12 


do. 


■ansoraed 


927 


ship Di.ris 




do. 


do. 


92E 


lirig Curlew 




do. 


burnt 


929 


brig— 




Rattlesnake 


Portsmouth 


030 


sbip Jainea 




Young Wasp 


ransomed 


n.i 


hris Swifl 


4. 16 ZebecUltor 


Baltimore 


832 


irig Cainelion 




Mammouth 


Portsmouth 


933-934 


two Teasels 




Caroline 


deslroyed 


9;fS--944 


lOicasels 
bcb'rJHope 
ich'r Rckrel 




Tom & Leo 


France 


945 




Pike 


Saco 


946 




do. 


sunk 


947 


ihip Pelham i 


a 


Sawny Jack 


Charleston 


948 


>bjp Foriuoa 




Roger 


Beaufort 


949 


ich'r— 




Viper 


Newport 


950 


ihip Pboebe 




Hawk 


Wilmingtoo 


961 


irig Kutusntf I 


4C 


Surprize 


Frankfort 


362 


ich. Youne Farmer 




Henry Gmlitar 


New-York 
burnt 


963 


sch'r Miranda 




Chasseur 


«34 


transport Alsrlha* 




do. 


matip a cartel 


»S& 


achr. Ann Maria 




tlo. 


burnt 


flB« 


arhr. William 




do. 


dn. 



6y7 


lii|i Jonrnn 




Chasieur 


unb 


958-939 


.vo vessi'lB 




Jatnra Monroe 


mrat - 


tica 


oh'r Hrlliiant 




SoouruB 


aoston 


9U1 


lii|] SyinmelrT 




<Io. 


unit 


9ti2 


i]H> VViiidiesler 




ilo. 


do. 


9i>3 


jrig Union 




do. 


do. 


90* 






do. 


do. 


9ii5 


li»i|) — 




do. 


unk 


9KB 


D.-JK Dovp 




Fox 


tttfrnt 


9i>7 


iit{i Jfliie 




do. 


naile acarld 


»l>8 


m,;l{iliKu 


ig 


Jo. 


'ortoioouih 


9119 


liipMeruui.l 




Ren. Pike 


)BmBreecutta 


970 


;iijj CoiiimtTce 




I^wrence 


Portland 


•71 


hi|, U|ji.pii 1 


104 


ni..im.'!p 


H'isi-aaset 


W7£ 


111* U"o 


£0 


prise Mp Upton 


oude a uortel 


Wi 


bris t'r. v>i-n«e 




Diomfde 


duuk 


«74 


brif; Hn.'ixmr 




do. 


do. 


975 


iri(£ KeRovery 




do. 


do. 


976 


brig MeliiameM 




CliB*9Pur 


N^wiKirt 


9'7 


hris Britannia 




df> 


Ueaufurt 


S78 


brig- 




R..eer 


Norlulk 


979 


BUhCIOIlRr — 




L^ 


Newport 


980 


■*liip Hptjry DuDdftS 




RattlMimfte 


iiai)t< a cBftBl 


oai 


irii; Indian Lbm I 


8U 


Grand Turk 


Baltimore 


982 


briifCatherioe 




do. 


)urut 


983 


^lonp Caroline 




An. 


moioined 


98i-888 


5 Gun Bimla* i 


CISO 


App1iW!;'sri/fei» 


»ackett'. H»rb 


989 


cbV Travtller 




Diomi^de 


Tbuiiiaslown 


990 


trig Cere* 




Lawrenct 


Portlrad 


991 


iliifi G<Kl Book 




Diomedfl 


Caatiiw 


992 


lOhV Vitloria 




Hero 


Charkstoa 


993 


iliip Joachim 




Car.line 


do. 


994 


ch'r Rnb Hartweli 




Hero 


Newbern 


995 


m% U'\iiv\[a 


IS 


Amelia 


mnde a cartel 


93e 


trig Jesrie 


6 20 


do. 


burnt 


997 


tch'r Ann . 


18 


do. 


made a cartel 


998-999 


iwo r esse Is 




Hero 


ransomed 


1000 


irh'rOctsvia 




Harrison 


CharleBlon 


1001 


»rig Lidle Pox 




aloop Frtlicf 


destroyed 


1002 


^cliooner — 




do. 


do. 


1003 


itii'r Puncbell 




Hero 


Nifirbeni 


1004 


<hip Loniloa Packel 


3 


Chament 


?.irlBmouth 


1005 


iriij Astrf.a 


4 


Midas 


SaraDuali 


1006 


i.ri»alppr Djsh 


4 4« 


do. 


do. 


1007 


■cli'r Union 




Amelia 


raoiomed ' 


1008 


a B Black 3i»k«» 


1 3C 


barge 


Sackell'a Hatb. 


1009 


'hip t'riendabjp 




ReTeoge 


ilestroyed 


1010 


ichV Alert 




do. 


do. 


1011 


icb'r Aclive 


■ 


Fairy 


do 


1012 • 


Rch'r Mary Ann 




Revenee 


made a cartel 


1013 


Ms Lord NgIiod 




Ztbeit UKor 


burnt 


1014 


acli'r Nancy 




«to. 


do. 


WIS 


srhfroner — 


\ 


\ *i<». 


<te 



loie 


bch'r Sambo 


zebec Ultor 


hnriit 


lOU 


^cbfloner — 


do. 


mde a cartel 


loia-ioii 


wo vessels 


Yankee 


Portland 


1020 


ship m. Jose 


do. 


do. 


1021 


privaleer Aninesiy 1 


i4 2ebecUitM 


hornt 


1022 


aloop Tickler 


do. 


WitmiDgton 


1023 


sph'r Rambler 


Perry 


do. 


10-24 


Bch'r Faipy S 


do. 


do. 


1025 


scli'r Balaboo* G 


D( do. 


do. 


1029-10:13 


eiRhteeii TPssela 


do. 


testroyed 


1044 


BhiiiPremlship 


Herald 


Wilmington 


1045 


l)oinl)ve^Bel>^» 


Chauiicey's gig^ 


Presque Isle 


1046 


ship Hiieh Jones 


Yankee 


Bristol 


1047 


BKli'rFox 


Surpiiae 


nade A cartel 


1048 


brii; David . 


do. 


destroyed 


1049 


brig Fuleliiy 


do 


bamt 


IU50 


pnilem 1 


1.-1 Gun Boat No.88 


PortBmouth 


1051 


Mb'r Kilen 


Herald 


Beaufort 


1052 


brig IJuheof Tork 


Gen, Armstrone 


burnt 


1053 


iloop George 


do. 


do. 


10»4 


brie Swift 


do. 


made a cartel 


loss 


irig Defiance 


do. 


burnt 


1056 


brig FrieDdehip 


do. 


do. 


1051 


brig Slas 


do. 


do. 


loss 


ship Dorcas 


do. 


^unk 


1059 


slnnp Ueiirii>tta 


do. 




1060 


ship Berry Caslle & 


Yankee 




1061 


sr,h'r Linaet 


Snap Drai;oii 


ETewbero 


1062 


SRh'r James 


do. 


bimit 


1063-1068 


SIR vpsfiels ■ 


Prin. Neufchftte 


Prance 


1069 


tenHer* 1 


2(1 N, London mil.. 


NewLoniloD 


1070 


ship Melville* 14 


50 Port Niagara 


blown up 


1071 


brig— 


Rambler 


ransomed 


1072-107^ 


bris if sehocmer 


irigKalllesnabe-F 


sunk 


1074 


brig Fortitude 


HurpriTie 


Union 


1075 


er.h'r Geo, Canning 


Gen. Ariri-ilron" 


Thomaslowa 


1076 


■hip Pizarro 


Midss 


Savannah 


1077 




<!n. 


do. 


1078 


>rig Ehinore 


do. 


do. 


107»-I08a 


bor vessels 


Harrison 


ransomed 


1083 


■chooner — 


do. 


\melia 


1084 


York 


BnitOD 


1085 


ship Alfred 


Harpey 


Wilmington 


1086 


ship Antooio 


do. 


do. 


1087-1088 


two bri<;9 


do. 


iiiirnt 


1089 


seh'r Henry 


Saratoga 


Wew BedHrd 


lO'JO 


packet Eiizabelh* 1 


VI Hnrpey 


iinsomed 


1091 


ship Hero t 


Ida 


Hyannis 


1082 


Coun'ss or Herconrl 6 


in Sabine 


Wilmington 


1693 


packet Lamiraile* 4 33 Sjm 


iNe.vYork " 


1094-1095 


wo vessels 1 1 do, 'iilestroyed 


10»6-li<Ja 


ftiuneen vessels | iGor.TompIiins {burnt 


ma 


brig Betsey^ Mary 


^ 1 ■- t^P 


Iburnt 



kPFENDIX. 



nil 


hip Calypso 




Ketnp 


givea up- 


IIIZ 


brig VhUaimm 


1 


do. 


ransometf 


1113 






do. 


do. 


IIU 


chr. Contract 




Roger 


WiimiDgtoa 


III5 


transport Doris* 


Gfi 


G'ampna 


Marblehead 


Ills 


Bhip Hoppet 




Saury Jack 


SaAonah 


III7 


hrig Oizs 




do. 


do. 


11 18-1119 


wo ships 




brig Syrent 


bamt 


lUU 


b.rge» 


dtoningtonMiliti 


StoninKton 


1121 


ichaoner 


a haree 


do 


1132 


ship /allies 


. Portsmouth 


Portsmouth 


.1123 


schr. Mary 


Shark 


New Orleans 


1124 


briK Huntpr 1 


20 


Miirette Adam«j 


auDk 


J 125 


brig Mary 




do. 


do 


1126 


idir. Fav.iriie 




ito. 


do 


1127 


ihip Pnm 




do. 


do 


1128 


iRhr Maria 




do. 


do 


1129 


>rig Wirmnn 




Tankea 


Hyaonis 


1130 


£Utt«r Wasp 




Rattlesnake 


burnt 


1131 


irig Dover 




do 


do 


1132 


triK Pickle 




Pike 


do 


1133 


ichooDpr 




do 


made a car 


1134 


inh hiilu^lrinUR Bei 




do 


(umt 


1135- 


ichr.'Tenus 




do 


do 


1136. 


ichr. Lni.l Nebon 




do 


do 


1137 . 


chf. Hope 




do 


do 


1138 . 


chr. Jane 


250 


do 


nada a cartel' 


113» 


trig Orient 




do 


unk 


11*0 


mgJohn 




do 


burnt 


1141 






Fox 


Portland 


n**-n43 


mo Tc)(se1s ' 




Herald 


Ocracolte 


Ii4^ 


ihi. Sun Camming" 




Pike 


wrecked 


UM 


Ihip Fire Bhtrn 




Bash 


ransomed 


1146 


Barqne Neptune 




sloop WBspt 


desh^ed 


*I47 


brig William 




do 


dc^ 


1148 


brig Pallas 


3 


do 


do 


1141) 


^lliol HeiiriplU 




do 


nadeacartet 


lliiO 


ihip Oranse Borer 


8 


do 


jeslroyed 


1)51 


brig Regiilalor 




do 


do 


1152 


tchr jpnnv 




do 


do 


1153 


sloop Reiiitteer* 


■118 


do 


>umt 


1154 


ichooBer 




Leach 


ransomed 


1155 


iris 




Hem 


Sewbera 


1156 


)ri^ Mars 




Davi'l Porter 


Boston 


1167 


>ri^ Gornn-nltis 




do 


made a cartel 


ir58 


Ihip Tester 


i 


do 


Boston 


1139 


>rig Horaiia 




do 




IIGO 


ifaip liildle 




Amelia 


made a carte? 


1161 


Ihip frsse 
raoipprt M nk* 




do 


burnt 


1162 




ship Lawrence 


Brie 


1163 


trans. 'Perseverance. 


( do 


destroyed- 


1164 


schr. Nancy, 


d Sl'l do 


do 


tes 


trui«-..Endeiiion 


\ 


\ %U^l« 


do^ 



1166 
11S7 
1168 
1169 
1170 
1171 
1172 
1173 
1174 
1175 
1176 
1177 
1178 
11. » 
iltiQ 
llUl 

iie2 
li&j 
1U4 
litis 
lli,b-l 

jitjy 

imu 

jidi-i 

J Ik* 

lias 

iiyti 

lUT 

llaS 

li»» 

I2u0 

1201 

l302 

l20i 

1^04 

l2uS 

)2y6 

1207 

1208 

1209 

12J0 

l3l| 

l2l:J 

I2l3 

i2j4--l2 

1217 

I2l8 

I2l9 

122« 



I £8 



Gutter Jubilee 
'Cti'r Altsxaodria 
Qrig IrUti Miner 
irig Mary 
itin Eliza 
^utl'^ E^nnce 
>tnp London 
tliip Postethnell 
trig Nancy 

ihip Detroit* 
ihip Q Cbulottev 
irig: Lady PrerosI* 
briki UuDter* 

if» Litile Bell* 
(cli'r Cliippewaj* 

irig Liunel* 

'loop Cbut)* 

-loop Finch* 
Gun Boats* 

ransport Fanaer* 

irig Brilfluma 

lirt-e brigs 

)r. Furtuoe of Wat 

hip Corunlaudel 

»rig Cyrus 

Joop Kfgulator 
DriK Q. Charlotle 
thip Milnes 
vif< Livply 

' P R<^£eiit 
'hip Dorria 
trig Willing UaiU 
brig Polly 
sch'r Sally 
[irivaleer Lively 
ship Caledonia 
t»rig £agle 
\mg Trareller 
irig Wellington 
irig Eliza 
teb'r Ann 
IraDsport Stranger* 
'bree Teesela 
[Ketcb Expedilion 
Charlolle Ann 



1222 



:h'r Wiliaoi 
(brig Eclipse 
[brig Cathrrine 

jpacket Leitbi 





WUf 


tade a cartel 




do 


•a rot 




do 


■ade a cartel 




do 


eetniyed 




do 


Idea cartel 




do 


lott 




do 


do 




do 


do 




PorUmoulb 


ortland 




do 


lade acarfnl 




Perry's Fleet 


''utlo-Bav 




do 


do 




do 


do 




do 


do 



.4 



do 
I do 
SooItTDoDo's FteelftPlaltaburgh 



do 

do 
ttnrid 
Sapelo 
Ballimare 
made a cartel 
ChBtham 
destroyed 
t>yrot 

do 



Fox 

Sjiark 

Grampus 

Surprise 

Viper 

Chasseur 

Grampus 

I P-x 

bloop Peaeocfcf 



given Dp 
New-Tork 
Saco 
^alem 
•lew-York 
'<>ked 



»84 



1^28 
1227 

12^8 



cullei FIj bg rnh 

brig taron 



1229-1330 iwoTOasel* 



12SI 
1232 
12^ 
1234 

1235 
1236 

1237 
1(238 
1239 
I2i0 
1241 
1242 
124S 
1241 
1245 
1346 
1247 
1248 
1249 
12A0 
ISil 
3252 
l2i3 
3234 
1255 

i2sa I 

1268 

1259 

1260-1265 

1266 

1267 

]2dS 

1250 
l27i 
1272 
l27i 
1274 
127S 
l27t( 
1277 
1278 
1279 
l2ao 
l;:8i 
1^82 
l28j 



brig Stead; 
ich'r laatts 
hn% Coaiien 
brig flaniiuttf 
brigElizabt-th 
ihip — 

PrtncpsB yiarf 
*ch'rl:ii7,a 
brig Slraii^er 

4 hip Hermes y 
loop Jane 
t»rtgTVilor 

I hip Aaron* 
brig A|iolto 
'.utier Gen. Dayle 
ilODp George 
br Bueivick Paoliet 
brig Sib run 
brig Njmptl 
brig Albiuu 
;hip Harmony 
brig CLsrIulte 
bfig IVlury Ana 
brpg Uou glass 
^LauDcliesx 
one <lo. 
4hlp N«plune 
G IrauBport^Hi 

brig Susan 
ship James 
bri^ Jaiie 

uh'r— 

-Rusport £lno|M|l 
iiris \vitHt 

fie Concord 

iriE Spefulalion 
l>r HirJ Siirrbroke 

htii A<lv' titurer 

iiili Pttfmer 

.<:ri'r Arm k. BliBB 
ibtp Urania 
sbip Aniaba 
brig Eliza 
la hip Di>bson 
iship Sfiltust j 

piloop CbmtisM 



ikrop Peaeockf 
Sabina 



Pfln. Neufchahl bursl 



Prio. Neuicbatel burnt 



York 



Uacbiaa 
destroy eti 



do. 


Ballimore 


Whi, 


«unit 


*ki 


uude a carlel 


loopPeacockt 


burnt 


Loach 


nuisoqied 


Mobile Fort 


ilowo up 



DiMle a cartel 

burat 

tansomeil 



Nantucket 



Amelia 



ilo. 
luuk 

hew-York 

37 Chauncef'a Oig^ daekelfa UarU 
JAaeiuta 
burnt 

Portamoulh 
ranaomed 
WitDiingloa 
PlatUliur^ 



hfr moil eren 

Fox 

Portaihouth 

»aah 

Leo 

bfigKaglpf 

(hip VVaep 



Sirt 



made H cartel 



Qrampiu 


do. 


Byren 


burnt 


brie Syreo 


do. 


Mammoutb 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


oiade I cartel 


do. 


burnt 


do. 


madei cartf^ 



AWEvaxx* 



m 



1298 
1^97 

i2a8 

i29» 

I3oi 
1302 
1^03 
1304 
>305 
13S6 
'3o7 
'^08 
13o9 
13|0 
ISu 
13i2 
iSis 
'3|4 



U20 



1328 
I3i7 



J33a 
1330 



1333 
1334. 
I3J5 
?3.8 
1337- 
133S 



brig Prudence 
4 loop Favorite 
brig Carnnallis 
brig Alert 
bri^ Harmony 
^hijiCarlburf 
hri^ Scuttower 
bria; SIranger 
■iloop Kortilude 
brig Venus 
brig Diana 
^loop Leiiii Packel 
br. William k Adu 
brig Pegaj' 6l Jane 
barque Wilbam 
^hip Sir Ed Pellew 
brig Bellona 
brig Tritlon 
brig Duck 
shi;i Mary 

|)r. thinks I to inyaelf 
'ch'r Bri tannin 
brig Halifax Packel 
brig Harvest 
.(■h'r Prince Regent 
l^^iva, Retaliation 
brigCiimmerce 
sloop Farmer 
brig Britannia 
««h'r Two Brothers 
bri^ Ann Eliza 
brig Unizs 
brig An«U7 
brig Sarah 
brig Sir H Popham 
?ch'r Rapid 
Oiip Champion 
J (wo vessels 
icti'r Thomas 
■ichV Good Intent 
brig Joseph 
brig Eliza 

brig Atalanta 
brig Europa 
brig Canada 
jnh'rPos* 
brig William 
brig Lolice 
brig Bon Accord 
transport Mary* 
bri? Three Brothers 
brig liaechus 



do. 


Uade a eartel 


do. ■ 


burnt 


do. 


knade a carid 


do. 


Baltimore 


ship Petcockf 


destroyed 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


made a cartel 


do. 


destroyed 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


made a carfal 


do. 


destroyed 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Dash 


Portland 


Harpy 


burnt 


do. 


PorismoHth 


Tork 


do. 


Dash . 


Portland 


Two Friends 


Barnstable 


Chassenr 


Charleston 


Mammoutti 


junk 


do. 


burnt 


do. 


made a cartel 


do. 


ramt 


do. 


do. 


do. 


icnUled 


do. 


Mimt 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


nade a cartel 


do. 


leslroyed 


do. 


nade a carte) 


do. 


do. 


do. 


made a cartrt 


do. 


yvenup 


C. House bargt 


Camden 


sloop Waspt 


Savannah 


Petapsco 


Wilmington 


Lawrence 


do. 


by her own crew 


Nenbera 


Chaaseur 


do. 


siooji Waspt 


fcurat. 


dO! 


sunk 


do. 


bomt 


do. 


do. 


do.- 


do. 





Btip Ano DorolbT 


Janloga 


BoattA 




l.iig, Hirau 


David Porter 


ranaumed 




iirig Nancy 


ScourgB 


.^ew-Xork 




^Mp Lord Hood 


do. 


uurat 




l>rig BeltielJ 


do. 


do. 




orig Susan 8f June: 


Fox 


do. 




scti'i Kelrivve 


do. 


do. 




brig Concord 


«lj. 


luade a cartel 




britc Cossuc 


BurprizB 


Bofitau 




i>oli'r Pink 


GrsndTuib 


<uuk 




brig BfiiMEn 


do. 


do. 




UrinUdgioile 


511 4a. 


made a cartel 




brjg'K(ib>^n Slenarl 


do. 


burnt 




scfar Commerce ' 


do. 


do. 




sfth'r Mary 


8ur|>riz« 


.UDk 




,cb'r Biril 


Grand Turk 


:jalaui 




trntm. alii|( OceM* 


Gen. Putotm 


do. 




ioh'r Georgiana 


Grand Turk 


do. 




iloop — 


Scorftton 


do. 




ich'r— 


do. 


'uuk 




ich'r Eugene 


Midas 


do. 




tch' Siringar 


tlo. 


do. 




inb'f BelSiiy^Jane 


Cadet 






iTlg— 


JonqiiiliK 


nobomed 




iloiip — 


Sauey Jack 


do. 




icli'r Mary 


do. 


do- 




Mb Kiiigi<loDrackci 


do. 


made a (end<r 




.lonp Cyrus 


Packet lender 


Unit 




■loup June 


Saucy Jack 


made a cartel 




,lii|i Amelia '^ 


«i do. 


burnt 




.ch'r Weasel . 


do. 


Sit. Mary's 




,..hV Jane 


do. 


Savannah 




lirig Louisa 


MacedoniM 


burnt 






*''•■ 


do. 




«bip Sir Eit PeUew ■^ 


>y do. 


>unk 




iah'r llimuer 


p- do. 
llesoliilioD 


made a cartel 




sch-r- 


CbarlestoQ 




brigS. B. - 


1; Kemp 


Cbarlestou 




■hipRosabell '1 


tl <">- 


do. 




r}rig Porlsca J 


I do. 


do. 




(lip Princess ^ 


'* do. 


do. 




ich'r— 


Young Wasp 






.cti'r Hazard 


Surprize 


lumt 


ISBi 


!wo vessels 


do. 


nade a cartel 




ich'r Mary 


do. 


lurnt 




tirist Courlney 


Taokes 


H^rhaveD 




Bcii'r Polly 


Daeh 


Botton 




Mih'r 8ivifl 


E»pedilion 


Uaehiaa 




ship Amiabia 


Roger 
Hero 


tFilroington 
Bt^fort 




tfinsportship* 


Fort Bowyer 


Mobile 




di'r Ma-v Ana 


Cadet 


rhomastown 




^r^h'r Si. John 


\ \ to. 


anonifld 


1 


chV— \ 


^a»^«,%w(cf 



APVEmax. 



1394 


>rrK Ger. Mailland 


1SS5 


tiaop Mary 


1396 


KShr — 


1397 


Mshr. Peggjr 


1398 


\\aoip Bliao 


IJ99 


lehr Mariner 


1400 


irig 8(eph«n 


1401 


(loop Triutdod 


1402 


int. Equity 


1403 


IP. Lord Weliinglon 


140<^ 


MJg UargareL 


I40S 


ihip Hero 


1406 


bri£ Ooliera 


1407 


srhHiNnncy 


1408 


bri|2 tinrmony 


U09 


IrtDi. Elizabeth* 


1410 


(chr. Neplune 


un 


k*»!h CnroliBe 


1413 




1413 


Bohr. Mary 


1414 


brig PhIIu9 


1415 


^Mp GtD. Weltc9lf-y 


141S 


Jria— 


I4I7 


Culler Eli i« 


■ 418 


t-ri? Good Inlent 


1419 


Gutter Dtirt 


U20 


briz Clirisli(m 


1421 


■chr Atshnia 


14« 


■>! Lord W^ltinztor 


1423 


«ich ExppJitioii 


J 414 


^rlir. Gold Timlcr 


1429 




1426 


ilnop Gof. Hndgrion 


14^7 


liricOnly Sod 


U28 


>pr\i\vr* 


H29 


mn^port* 


1430 


^(lip Jane 


U.^l 


Uric Wm. Npiison 


1432 


-chr. Nine Sislers 


1433 


iric Louisa 


1484 


ihip Wm, &. Alffp.t 


1435 


transport Jane« 


1436 


brfgCourlney- 


1437 


6h)p St. Andrpw 


1438 


blip Speculntor 


1439 


brig Patriot 


1440 


Wic Danlzic 


1441 


tender* 


1442 


ninsport Cyrm* 


J443--1449- 


sfTen Iransporls* 


1450 


briE Peter 


14SI 


brig John 


I4fl3 


brifhucr 



16> 22 
^ S6 



Dish 




do. 


made a cartel 


Fame 


Thimaatown 


Caroline 


made a cartel 


do. 


Unk 


do. 


Made a cartel 


do. 


do. 


Jmgyilh 


bunt 


Orlando 


Boston 


Dianiottd 


giren up 


VoUKg Wasp 


Philadelpfaia 


luo 




Ameria 


burnt 


do. 


rtinsomed 


do. 


made a cartel 


do. 


burnt 


do. 




do. 


■a^me 


do. 


made a cartel 


do. 


Philadelphia 


do. 


do. 


Yankee 


wrecked 


Pawl Jonef 


Portsmouth 


Lawrence 


made a cariet 


do. 


burnt 


do. 


do. 



do. 
Expedition 

do. m«cbed 

Young Wasp Elizabeth City 
Cadet &. S. Jack wrecked 
Dash [given up, 

do. I do. 

Bargef Charleston 
^ . O r leani* uii litis^burn t 
Harpey 



do. 


made a cartel 


do. 


burnt 


do. 


ransomed 


do. 


do. 


do. 


made a cartel 


Yaotiee 


ransomed 


do. 


do. 


do. 


made a cartel 


Brutua 


Charleston 


Paul Junes 


Machias 


VirgiruB militia 


Norfolk 


L. N Urleansf 


itumt 


3 Lauiichesf 


[.akeBorgne 


Lawrence 


Beaufort 


Perry 


BalUmore 


do. 


made a carliS 



■ioo 


AFI'ENDIX. 




lies 


.chr — 




Warrior 


wrecked 


1494 


ihip Willkm 




Charles Stewarl 


BaEb 


1465 


Drig— 




Harrtson 


raniomed 


1456 


ichr — 




do. 


do. 


,467 


ihip Mary 


e 


Little George 




|46& 


teotler ichr. BreiiU 


3 14 


Boataf. 


i^harlestou 


145U 


me.- 




Kemp 


Iflraeuke 


l460 


i\oap Fiiiterprixc 




Whig 


made a cartel 


|461 


tirigBrunfinick' 




do. 


tiurnt 


1462 


«Rlir. Britannia 




do. 


do. 


146S 


biiK Race Uorw 




do. 


do. 


1464 


icbr. Mary 




Surprise 


do. 


1466 


icbr. Good loUnt 




do. 


do. 


l466 


icbr. Nancy 




<la. 


.do. 


l4B7 


ichr. Hnnanl 




do. 


do. 


1+88 


«hr. 8e« Floi?er 




do. 


do. 


l4t!9 


>ijhr. Lupy Add 




do.. 


made a cartel 


l470 


Hif; Fonb 




do. 


nurot 


l47l 


>hip blur 


a 26 


do. 


(tallimorc 


1472-1 47 i 


two vessels 




Roper 


burol 


1*74 


*hin~ 




Rariger 


do. 


1475 


brig Alliill 


3 


Lawrence 


France 


1*76 


icbr. Oerirge 




IlBTid Porter 


made a cartel 


1477 


lirit; Willinin 




Ijiwrence 


Reauibrt 


|478 


brig- 




Cbamphiin 


Ports EDoutli 


|W9 


brig Su9»niii 




Kineqm non 


do. 


1480 


JTigFljingFiBh 




David Porter 


New Bedford 


1481 


jbi|i Cornn* 


8 


Chasseur 




1483 


luk LaJy rclhsm. 


40 


Kemp 


do. 


148.1 


jrig Sarah 




Warrior 


<unk 


14G4 


irig Lj 'I'roubriiln! 


8 


Ino 


iiiirat 


I4ti5 


.hip Mary fc SuBuit 




Chasseur 


■=;avanBah 


I4«S 


ich'r Arr»w 




America 


Salem 


1487 


ibitp St. Lawrence* 1 


4 85 


CliaxReur 


made a cnrtel 


1488 


iliip Ailveniure 




do. 


Cbarlevton 


1489 


.rhr, H..bHrt 




Airierica 


ilt^^iro} ed 


14»0 


Aonp Jul)ilee 




4lo. 


do. 


1491 


ich'r Hope 




do. 


Salem 


1493 


ship Emiiialian 




Syren 


Clraci<wo 


1493 


ichr— 




Macilorough 


)umt 


1494 


icbr, Cerea 




Rfiindeer 


do. 


1495 


<cbr. WiliiHm 




do. 


to. 


]49S 


;lnop Uiiily 




do. 


nade a cartel 


1437 


brig Daphne 


2 


do. 


ransomed 


1498 


jr. Crawn Prince 




Purlsmoulb 


Sedgwick 


1499 


rnosporl Jiino* 




do. 


made a cartel 


1300 


brig Ocean 




do. 


iitrut 


1501 


.rig Lnngton 




do. 


anaomed 


1502 


bri2 .\<leoiia 




America 


Salem 


I60.J 


.<cti'rSuttan 




Mtrgiam 


Wilmingtoi; 


1504 


Liri:; Sarah 




Warrior 


hurtit 


1505 
tSOii 1 


wig LejalTeiicIer 


, 


navid Porter 
VA^,S«^t«ilialtel 


Machias 
■lull 



APPENOIX. 



ISOT 

1508 
1G09 
1510 
1511 
1512 
1513 
Ui\ 
1515 
Idltf 
1517 
1518 
)6l3 
1520 
1581 
152X 
152 J 
1524 
1525 
1526 
1527 
1528 
16^0 
1630 
IftSl 
1532 
13^» 
1534 
1S3S 
15-16 
1 5^7 
15 18 
1S39 



15*4. 

1&4S_1SW 



Ifi52 
1553 
lff54 
1555 

i55e 

1 557 



ship Anlieiiii 
Ihtp Liin«rick 
ffip Helen 
jrie Pliilus 
ihip Mary Add 
l)rie Lnril Duncan 

sch'r R^Botutioii 

iliip Otway 

brig Alexander 
brig Eb^ )c 
line f<usBD pah 
brig Lord N«laoa 
-hip Arabella 
iirig Madeira 
-thip Anne 
tchr. Perseveraoce 
ilrig John 

IjriE Maria- Arabella 
'loiip Tffina 
(loop L'Bspe ranee 
iioop CoDBtitutioD 
irig Mohan k 

ihip— 

Trigate Cyaneit 
iri^ BnllLC 
'loop Busy 
4ch'r Black Juke 
i|i>op Enterprise 
liack ship Elisabett 
jchi' Patriot 
[lilol Boat 
ich'r Ontario 
ship William 
ibip Hero 
osch'ts 
brig— 

brie Resolution 
bvis Banker 
ich'r Peggy 
ghip Couliiientiar 
thip King GeorE:e 
ich'r Two Brothers 
ihip Cnnimerce 
jhip Diana 
lirig Concord 

ship Ned 
eloop Brothers 
sch'r Sntly 



made a cart«t 
Beaufort 
![iT«n up 



do. 
do. 



Ballimore 
ramomed 



do. 

do. 

Jacob Jones 
rijiConstitutionf *lei«rTortc 
Grand Turk 
America 



do. 
do. 
do. 



RtT.Cut JeSeei !«arrolk 



Custom Huu^e 

N V. RUIilix 

brig ViKeu-f 

Teaser 

Buskin 

Paul Jones 

Nancy 

Matilda 

Wiley Reynard 

Wasp 



Pw^sDionth 

New York 



Fox - 

MorgiuK 

do. 

Yoang Wa«p 

do. 

MoTfciua 

doi 

Kemp 

do. 

do. 

do. 

[«o 

Lawrence 

?. CoDstilntioiif ■Jew- York 

Hacos 
iCiren op 

VewYoi* 
)umt 



do. 






EUetpoit 

St Vincenta 

NewYotfc 

Machias 

Salem 

Norfolk 

Portland 

PhilBdelphii 

Portland 

.Charleatoa ' 



Essexf Boaton 
United we stand Newport 
Oeeatur 



do 

Msreogo 

Induftry 

RfTenge 

StuQt Jack 

QeDWaabuigtoiil 



Piirtland 

do. 
New Tork 
Marblehead 

ICbarleslOB 



do. 



ISBt 


brig JnhD 


10 


IS 


BenjFruknD 


CbariestoB 


1662 


Khr, R-.Wn 






Rerengs 


^'ortland 


1583 


Bl..op CafoUn* 






Retaliation 


New-York 


1664 


bria A no 






Growler 


Salom 


1565 


»\,\y Menfor 






Jack'B Favorite 


Vew-Orlsaot 


1666 


bug Antrim 






do 


do. 


1667 


brie Emm« 






Holkar 


Newport 


16«8 


BChV BelPPf 






Iv^in. "t iMwi t 


Campeacby 


1564 


Bh. Rslpb Nickenon 






America 


^alem 


15 


stoop 






Ontario 


^acketfs Hai)r. 


1671 


Bloon EarlCamdeD 






Yankee 


Prance 


1672 


brig EiiSRbptb 


s 


s 


do. 


do 


1673 


brip Watson 


3 


16 


do. 


do 


1674 


brix Msrioer 






do. 


do 


1676 


»chr.— 






eancy Jack 


rininap 


167G 


<hi|) Grolius 






I-^roUc 


Salom 


1S77 


bri^Jxnp Gordon 


to 


U 


do. 


^rot 


1678 


ichr. Hnnter 






do. 


made a cartel 


167B 


Khr Suftui 






do. 


do 


IftSO 


Bcbr, Vigilant 






do. 


ransomed 


1681 


brig M«ria 






Frig. Preaidentf 


FianiM 


1682 


Brh'r Falcon 






do. 


do. 


158) 


bri! June 






Cordelia 


bnrnt ' 


1684, 


Bkmp Little PbMnlr 






do. 


do. 


1685 


Bloi>ti Fame 




do. 


do. 


1686 ' 


(loop Chanm 






do. 


do. 


]«fl7 


Mh'r D*^ Nine 






do. 


nade a cartel 


36^8 


Nloop Watt 






do. 


do. 


1189 


■lo Oharming Eriu 






do. 


innk 


lAbO 


■tnopJainBics 






do. 


do. 


1591 


Bch'r Phopoix 






do. 


made a cartel 


1S92 


brJKMtuquiB 






Tanke« 


Nev-Bedbrd 


169S 


brig Concord 






Rattlpsnake 


Norway 


1694 


Bcbr — 






Pricnte Baaexf 


lunk 


1695 


Tender* 






Virginia militia 


Norfolk 


1696 


sbip Barcrar 






F EsBesf 


Peru 


1597 


Bbip Aebom 






T. B. Yankee 


Praocft 


I'iitS 


briK Tri«IPt!t 






Scoorge 


>unit 


l.VJ* 


hns Baddook 






do. 


dd. 


I>00 


scb'r ColumUa 






PortamDath 


lefrtnirport 


16(11 


ONE Kire Fly 






Satrine 


WHmiDgton 


1802 


h-ipMary 






Argo 


buret 


1603 


chr Eliu 






Porlsmnttlh 


Uachiaa 


1604 


briK Ai^ 






Surprise 


Portland 


16 '5 


brii?- 






Orampoi 


do. 


1606 


Iran« Lnrd Keith 


4 




Mara 


Newport 


1607 


Bch'rBliEBbelb 






Globe 


bunit 


1608 


ship Pelham 






do. 


do. 


1609 


briz Penguin* 


82 I8 


Horaelf 


bunk 


3610 


>bip Union 


: 


Peacockt 


burnt 


l6ii 


.hIpVen™ 




do. 


made a cartel 


tets 


itiin R'irt 


V ■ 


to. 


burnt 


9i3 


■risNaofilow 


v* 


a 


Q «o. 


tB.i«ii'«« 



NEW BOOKS- 

FOR SAIE BY 

B. & J. RUSSELLf 

States Street — Hartford^ 

Sacramental Meditations and Advices, (h^ Willison) 

. price 87 1-2 cents. 
A System of Family Duty— price 75 cents 
Lite and Prayers of Miss Rachael Baker, the sleeping 

preacher, — Price $ 1* 
Hitchcocks Poems,-— Price 75 cents. 
Selector, a Poem— price 75 cents* 

The Minstrel aitd Wreath ; a Poem.— «price 62 1-2 cents. 
History of the Greek Church in Russia, SI. ^ 

Mason, on self Knowledge, — price 62 1-2 cents 
Masons* Select remains, — price 37 1-2 cents. 
Life of Capt. James Lawrence. — price 37 1-2 cents. 
The Christians Pocket Companion, — price 26 cents 
Pious Reflections, for every day in the month, by Fenelon, 

price 25 cents 
The Christians Directory, by Willison, — price 12 l-2cents. 
Life of Bonaparte, from his birth to his arrival onboard th^ 
Bellerophon, — priqe 37 1-2 cents. 

Large and small Bibles, Testaments, Psalm Books, 
Hymn Books, American Orators, Murray's Grammar, 
English Readers, Introduction to the Reader, Dictionaries, 
Account Books, Memorandum Books and Chap Books, 
primers, toy books, &c. Sac^bythe Thoueandy Gross , Dozen* 
or single. 



VALUABLE BOOKS. 

Bells' Anatomy— 2 vols, price )l 1 1 
Smith's Wealth of Nations,— 2 vols. * 5 
W Jamieson's Sacred History, — 2 vols, in 
one, price 18 3. --.. 

CoUyer's Lectures, — price 2 Dollars 50 cts 
Vincents Catechism— >>price One Dollar 
Sellons' Holy Scriptures 75 cents. 
Faber on the Prophecies — ^Three Dollars, 
Fullers Essays,— >price One Dollar 
Solitude Sweeined, — price One Dollar. 
Heniy on Prayer, — price 62 1-2 cents.. 
Life of Col. Gardinier, — price One Dollar. 
New-England Fathers, — One Dollar 25cts. 
Trial of Virtue, — price 75 cents. 
Rows' Exercises, — ^price 75 cents. 
History of the Pirates, — price 81, 25 cts. 
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